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Dear Friends in Christ,
As a final result of  the two Ple-

nary Assemblies this Archdiocese 
(general and deanery) conducted 
over the last few years, three key 
words remain. I believe they are 
a gift of  the Holy Spirit for our 
pastoral mission in the years ahead. 
They are: PRAYER, FAMILY 
AND YOUTH.

1. PRAYER
Christians instinctively know 

that the soul of  all missionary 
discipleship is prayer. The words 
of  the psalmist remain forever 
true: “Unless the Lord builds the 
house in vain do its builders 
labour.”(Psalm 127/1). I was so 
pleased to witness personally in all 
these gatherings that the centrality 
of  prayer was highly prioritised. 

As I visit our parishes, com-
munities and ecclesial movements, 
it is apparent that opportunities 
for prayer in all its various forms 
(sacramental and devotional) is 
central. This gives me great joy and 
hope for the future in these most 
troubled times.

A new diocesan DVD on 
Christian Mediation featuring Fr 
Laurence Freeman OSB (Set Pools 
of  Silence in this Thirsty Land) is 
now available as a helpful pastoral 

resource to assist our prayer lives. 
It is being well received. You can 
order it via our website.

Vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life are a fruit of  our 
communal prayer. With gratitude 
to God we pray for Adrian Chan 
and Namora Anderson who will 
both be ordained as deacons on 
September 22. Also, we pray for 
Deacon Joshua Scott who will 
be ordained to the priesthood on 
October 13. Let us pray for more 
vocations to the priesthood for our 
Archdiocese!

2. FAMILY
The societal fluidity that con-

fronts us all is a major challenge 
to family life. Again, we all know 
this instinctively. Surely, any way 
that we can encourage and provide 
coordinated pastoral resources for 
fragile marriage and family life in 
our Archdiocese is a great priority. 

We have made some confident 
strides in this by moving towards 
the establishment of  a Commission 
on Marriage, Family and Youth. 

A recent Mass and gathering 
of  families in the Cathedral for 
Marriage and Family Sunday gave 
me great hope. There are many 
courageous and joyful families liv-
ing out their lives as the “domestic 

Church”, despite so many societal 
pressures to do otherwise.

No doubt the vitally significant 
Australian Plenary Council (2020) 
will address this issue within the 
broader agenda of  the Catholic 
Church’s role in our new but an-
cient land. We have recently moved 
the administrative agencies of  the 
archdiocese to one site at Manuka, 
next to the Cathedral. 

It will help our missionary ca-
pacities to provide a unified and 
coordinated Office of  Evangelisa-
tion at the service of  Archdiocese, 
especially in this vital area.

3. YOUTH
Our Archdiocesan youth will be 

present at the Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival (ACYF) in Sydney 
from December 7 to 9. 

It will celebrate the 10th an-
niversary of  World Youth Day, 
Sydney, 2008 and will inaugurate a 
national youth year. 

If  any youth wish to join us, 
please register now! It is shaping 
up to be a youth gathering that 
will never be forgotten! You are 
welcome! Go to: www.acyf.org.au

Also, in recent weeks, we con-
ducted a great local gathering of  
our youth. It was called LEAD and 
inspired so much hope and faith 

in those that gathered. It was an 
expression of  our new three-year 
outreach to the youth of  the Arch-
diocese … Formation, Celebration, 
Mission. There is so much more 
to come!

I truly believe that the best 
evangelisers of  youth are youth 
themselves. So leadership forma-
tion and youth teams on mission 
are the way we are going.

Dear friends, Let us pray fer-
vently for all that we do in our 
Archdiocese. As mentioned, all 
must be the fruit of  pray er. At 
the same time, all must be directed 
towards the lonely, marginalised 
and poor. This is the way of  Our 
Lord and Master, Jesus. 

The greatest spiritual poverty 
is to be alienated from personal 
encounter with Jesus, His Church 
and Sacraments. Clearly, we are so 
much aware of  the Church’s faults 
and failings. 

We are on the pilgrim road of  
continual conversion in faith. Yet, 
it is the Holy One, Jesus, who leads 
us in all our battles of  life. 

With Mary, the pilgrim woman 
of  faith, we commit all we do to 
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the 
Life (John 14/6).

Let us pray for each other … 
Pray for me.

WEBSITE: www.cg.org.au

LOCATION: 55 Franklin St, Forrest ACT  

POSTAL ADDRESS: GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2601

RECEPTION: (located on the ground floor with access from Canberra 
Avenue and Franklin Street.  Phone (02) 6239 9800 or (02) 6239 9802

ARCHDIOCESAN YOUTH and YOUNG ADULTS: Phone (02) 6239 9825

ARCHIVES: Phone (02) 6239 9824

CATHOLIC BOOKSHOP:  
(located on the ground floor past reception with access from both Canberra 
Avenue and Franklin Street. Phone (02) 6239 9888 or (02) 6239 8599. Email 
catholic.bookshop@cg.org.au

CATHOLIC DEVELOPMENT FUND: Phone (02) 6239 9870

CLERGY RETIREMENT FOUNDATION: Phone (02) 6239 9805

COMMUNICATIONS: Phone (02) 6239 9833 or email communications@
cg.org.au

CONFRATERNITY OF CATHOLIC DOCTRINE: Phone (02) 6239 9832

INSTITUTE for PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS and SAFEGUARDING (IPSS):  
Phone (02) 6239 9806

FINANCIAL SERVICES: Phone (02) 6239 9876

MARIAN at MANUKA INDEPENDENT LIVING UNITS: Dennis Godfrey on 
(02) 6201 9800 or 0404 758 419. Email  dennis.godfrey@cg.org.au  www.
marianmanuka.org.au

MARRIAGE, FAMILY and RELATIONSHIPS:  Phone (02) 6239 9835.

MARRIAGE TRIBUNAL: Phone (02) 6239 9813.

ARCHDIOCESE SERVICES:  
ST CHRISTOPHER’S PASTORAL CENTRE

FEATURING 
Fr Laurence Freeman OSB  |  Archbishop Christopher Prowse  |  Francis and Susan Sullivan

Rev Dr. Stephen Pickard  |  Mrs Helen Bramanathan  |  Vanessa Crimmins

ORDER NOW at www.faithresources.org.au
or phone: 02 6201 9888 

 
Join Fr Laurence Freeman and Archbishop 

Prowse as they explore the history of 
Christian Meditation in the Catholic tradition.  

Informative and practical, this timely resource 
provides a step-by-step guide to meditation 
along with insightful discussions regarding 

its ecumenical dimensions, its role in married 
and family life and in schools

Including a practical 

step-by-step guide to 

Christian Meditation 

in schools

FRIDAY 1 4.45pm  ACU Graduate 
Certificate, Kerygma and the Holy 
Spirit, Australian Catholic University
  
5.00pm Man Overboard, Archbishop’s 
House

SATURDAY 2 6.00pm Mass, 
Transfiguration Parish, North Woden

SUNDAY 3 11.00am Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

TUESDAY 5 2.30-4.30pm Afternoon 
tea with Archbishop Francis Carroll to 
celebrate his Episcopal Golden Jubilee, 
Archbishop’s House – all welcome

WEDNESDAY 6 10.00am Visit to 
Confirmation Students, St Thomas 
Aquinas Parish Charnwood

SATURDAY 9 11.00am Mass for the 
Feast of St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
St Raphael’s Church Queanbeyan

SUNDAY 10 9.00am Confirmation 
Mass, St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
Charnwood

FRIDAY 15 6.00pm Confirmation 
Mass, Blackfriars Parish Watson

SATURDAY 16 6.00pm Mass, St 
Augustine’s Parish, Yass

SUNDAY 17 11.00am Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral 7.00pm ACT 
Jewish Community – ‘The Transmission 
of Faith and Action in theModern 
World,’ National Jewish Memorial 
Centre, Forrest

WEDNESDAY, 20 2.00-4.00pm 
Official Opening & Blessing of St 
Christopher’s Pastoral & Residential
Centre, Manuka

FRIDAY 22 7.00pm Ordination to 
the Diaconate, Adrian Chan, Namora 
Anderson, St Christopher’s Cathedral

SATURDAY 23 5.00pm Mass, 
Blackfriars Parish Watson

SUNDAY 24  11.00am Mass with 
Religious Congregations /refreshments,
St Christopher’s Cathedral/Haydon 
Hall

WEDNESDAY 27 11.00am Blessing 
& Opening Calvary Private Hospital, 
Bruce
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KEY figures in the Catholic 
Church have contributed to the 
public discussion on the priestly 
seal of  Confession.

A recommendation was made 
by the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse that failure to re-
port child sexual abuse disclosed 
in Confession should become a 
criminal offence.

“Confession in the Catholic 
Church is a spiritual encounter 
with God through the priest,” 
Melbourne Archbishop Denis 
Hart said.

“It is a fundamental part of  
the freedom of  religion, and it is 
recognised in the Law of  Australia 
and many other countries.  It must 
remain so here in Australia.”

Archbishop Hart, who is also 
the president of  the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, said 
outside of  this all offences against 
children must be reported to the 
authorities.

“We are absolutely committed 
to doing so,” he said.

Sydney Archbishop, Anthony 
Fisher, said one in four Australians 
belong to a Church, Catholic or 
Orthodox – that believes in 
Confession.

“Some people came to this 
country from Communist Viet-
nam or totalitarian regimes in 
Eastern Europe, precisely to enjoy 
the freedom to practice that reli-
gion in Australia,” he said.

“What is now proposed would 
be a grave interference with the 

practice of  their faith.”
Fr Frank Brennan SJ, wrote 

that in 32 years of  being a priest, 
no-one had confessed the sin of  
child sexual abuse to him. 

“I am bound by the seal of  the 
confessional,” he said.

“If  the seal of  the confessional 

were taken away by the Australian 
criminal law, there is no way that 
a sex abuser would be any more 
likely to present for confession.

“Common sense tells me that 
a sex abuser would be even less 
likely to present for confession if  
he knew that the confessional seal 

did not apply.”
His position was shared by 

Archdiocesan Vicar General Fr 
Tony Percy.

“Frank Brennan is right, what 
priest is going to break the seal of  
Confession?” he said.

“The child abuse crisis in the 
Church has destroyed trust.

“Paedophiles and ephebophiles 
don’t confess. They live in dark-
ness. They don’t bring their sin 
into the light.” 

Fr Percy said that if  a person 
discloses abuse during the course 
of  a Confession, then the priest 
would suggest that the matter 
be spoken about outside the 
confessional.

He said this approach acknowl-
edged a complementary truth: 
the State deals with crime and 
remedial punishment, while the 
Church deals with sin, forgiveness 
and healing.

“First, hear the confession of  
sin. Then assign the penance, 
which would include confessing 
to the police,” he said.

“The penitent performs the 
penance and returns to receive ab-
solution and forgiveness. In fact, 
this was the practice of  the early 
Church with respect to grave sin.”

Confession ‘spiritual encounter with God’



MONSIGNOR Edward Favier 
and Favier House

FOR Kevin Croker who started 
work with the Archdiocese in 
1991, moving into a new admin 
headquarters brings about feelings 
of  deja vu.

For the Archdiocesan Chief  
Clerk at the time in 1993, there 
is a hint of  sadness in farewelling 
Favier House and the Rheinberger 
Centre.

“We needed extra office space, 
it’s as simple as that,” he said.

“It is an exciting time for us all 
to come together under one roof.

“There’s nothing like moving 
into a newly built and modern of-
fice, despite all the effort and up-
heaval that goes into relocating.”

For him there is a sense of  déjà 
vu, as he remembers when plans 
were being made to move the 
headquarters to Braddon.

“Initially when I joined the 
Chancery office, it was at the 
Archbishop’s House, with a few 
other members of  staff  based at 
the Catholic Education Offices in 
Manuka,” he said.

“I can remember office ac-
commodation at the Archbishop’s 
House being pretty tight, even 
though in those days the number 
of  staff  was quite a lot less than 
today.”

Mr Croker explained how the 
Archdiocese’s former headquar-
ters came to be known as Favier 

House.
“Monsignor Favier was a highly 

regarded priest of  the Archdiocese 
and during his 55 years of  priestly 
ministry held many executive 
positions within the curia and 
general administration of  the local 
Church,” he said.

He died in 1990, so it was ap-
propriate to name the new building 

in his memory.The Archdiocese 
already held the lease on the block 
of  land off  Cooyong Street next 
to what used to be St Mary’s Pri-
mary School in St Patrick’s Parish, 
Braddon. The rest is history.

Preliminary work began on 
the building in late 1991. The 
following year was spent in an-
ticipation as cranes, trucks and 

construction staff  made good of  
an open paddock on the fringe of  
the Canberra Centre. Archbishop 
Francis Carroll officially opened 
and blessed the three-storeyed 
Favier House on January 16, 
1993, “bringing everyone under 
one roof, including our bankers 
the Catholic Development Fund”.

Built in a joint venture, the top 

floor was and still is owned by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference, who have their Secretariat 
offices and other agencies in close 
proximity to Favier House.

“Favier House was built by 
Pfeiffer Constructions and before 
too long became known as the 
pink building,” Mr Croker said. 

“Like all new buildings it had its 
teething problems, but these were 
put in the background by a vibrant 
and close-knit group of  employees 
spread among the various offices 
who often came together for so-
cial occasions” 

“There were many great charac-
ters who formed part of  the origi-
nal team at Favier and each one of  
them in one way or another, left 
their mark”.

Among those who would be 
well remembered from the early 
days of  Favier House are Bishop 
Pat Power, Mgr John Hoare (Vicar 
General), Bob Smeaton (Business 
Manager) and his assistant Helen 
Dewar, Ken Hutchings and Sr 
Germaine McCann (Pastoral 
Planning Committee), Ray Frawley 
(Catholic Voice), Sr Margaret Hart  
and Sr Barbara Murray (Ministry 
Family Development), Mick Sul-
livan (Director of  Catholic Mis-
sion), Patrick Shea and Anne 
McGregor (Superannuation 
Fund), Herbie O’Flynn and Ann 
Tunnicliffe (CDF) and Graham 
Upshall (Catholic Bookshop).
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Farewell to old Favier and Rheinberger

Amman

Dead Sea
Bethlehem

Jerusalem

Nazareth

Caesarea

Cana Sea of Galilee

ISRAEL
JORDAN

Wonders of 
Jordan Extension

2

4

5

3

CALL US: 1800 819 156  
VISIT: harvestjourneys.com 

A 12 DAY PILGRIMAGE
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The Archdiocese has completed the move from Favier House in Braddon and the Rheinberger Centre in 
Yarralumla to its headquarters in the newly-completed St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre, Manuka. Catholic 

Voice remembers both buildings and how they came to be…

OFFICIALLY opened by 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge on 
April 22, 2007, the Rheinberger 
Function Centre was named after 
the late Vicar General for the 
Archdiocese, Fr Joe Rheinberger. 

He is remembered for his 
genuine interest and involvement 
in people’s lives, his generosity of  

heart and his sharp intellect. 
The Rheinberger Centre, which 

is attached to St Peter Chanel’s 
Yarralumla, was for 10 years 
home to archdiocesan agency 
CatholicLIFE. In its latter years 
it also housed the IT department 
of  Catholic Education.

After the Archdiocese moved 

out in early July, Marymead moved 
in for the next two years due to 
significant building work going on 
at its Goyder Street premises in 
Narrabundah.

The Rheinberger Centre was 
also the venue for many functions, 
conferences and gatherings over 
the years.

Fr Joe Rheinberger and the Rheinberger Centre

Archbishop Francis Carroll (far left) officially opens Favier House in 1993, watched by Auxiliary Bishop Pat Power, Vicar 
General Mgr John Hoare and Archdiocesan Business Manager Bob Smeaton. Picture: Supplied.



KAMBAH couples Robert and Patricia Wilson 
and Alex and Louise Garrett have celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversaries.

Mr and Mrs Wilson were surprised when their 
family organised a vow renewal ceremony and lunch 
at the St Thomas the Apostle Parish.

The celebration was attended by two children, 
Veronica and Matthew, their families and other 
friends from the parish.

Two children, Paul and Elizabeth, and their 
families, who live on the Gold Coast and Melbourne 
respectively, were unable to attend.

The couple spoke of  the joy that their family, four 
children and 12 grandchildren, bring them each day.  

“Although most of  them live away from Can-
berra, we do maintain regular visits and contact with 
them,” Mr Wilson said.

Mr and Mrs Wilson remain active in the Kambah 
parish and the St Vincent de Paul Society. 

They take advantage of  travel opportunities to 
Wales, where Pat comes from, and the United States 
where Bob grew up.

Mr and Mrs Garrett spent their golden anniver-
sary on pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

“This was an amazing time for us as a couple and a celebra-
tion of  our wonderful marriage and life together,” Mr Garrett 
said.

The couple were married in Woomera, South Australia.
After 11 years they and their three children moved to Can-

berra and joined St Thomas the Apostle Parish. 

Mrs Garrett taught at the parish school for 20 years and 
Mr Garrett was a public servant. 

Over the following years their family grew to include seven 
grandchildren, in addition to three children-in-law.

“We have been especially blessed over the years,” Mrs 
Garrett said.
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Farewell to old Favier and Rheinberger Marriage ‘one
of humanity’s
greatest
treasures’

ARCHBISHOP Christopher Prowse used his Mar-
riage and Family Sunday homily last month to remind 
Catholics to continue showing love for people with 
same sex attraction.

He also promoted traditional Marriage and encour-
aged responsible voting ahead of  the November 25 
same sex plebiscite, whilst emphasising the importance 
of  seeking real truths.

“We love our same sex orientated friends,” he said. 
“We find them in our communities, in our neigh-

bourhoods, in families, in our parishes, they are part 
of our family. 

“They find themselves so often in very vulnerable 
situations.  Our love and our accompanying with them 
on life’s journey is strong and needs to be restated at 
this moment. 

Archbishop Prowse said that traditional marriage, 
is one of  the greatest treasures that humanity has ever 
produced and needs to protected, moreover that it 
predates Christianity.

He quoted United Kingdom Jewish leader, Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, in saying:

“Our compassion for those who choose to live dif-
ferently should not inhibit us from being advocates for 
the single most humanising institution in history.  

“The family, man-woman, and child, is not one 
lifestyle choice among many.  

“It is the best means we have yet discovered for 
nurturing future generations and enabling children to 
grow in a matrix of  stability and love.”

And he reminded the faithful to pray for God’s bless-
ing on all Marriages and family life.

He used the example of  the day’s Gospel readings 
(in asking people to confront fear and “stormy times” 
with courage and faith.

Archbishop Prowse turned his attention to religious 
freedom, which he said is under threat.

“It seems to me, that an even bigger storm is brewing 
behind the same sex marriage issue,” he said.

“Behind this issue seems to be great threat to the 
fundamental human right of  freedom of  religion, and 
indeed, even free speech.”

To read Archbishop Prowse’s homily in full go 
to http://cgcatholic.org.au/about/our-archbishop/
homilies/

Couples’ golden moment

Kambah couple, Patricia and Robert Wilson celebrating 50 years of Marriage. 
Picture: Supplied.

Following Mass, a number of  couples and families 
gathered in the Haydon Hall of  St Christopher’s Pasto-
ral Centre to share a morning tea, where nine Marriage 
ministry groups each had a display.

Archbishop Prowse blessed the ministries and 
thanked Archdiocesan Marriage and Family Coordina-
tor, Lara Kirk, for organising them on the day.

At Marriage and Family Sunday was (L-R) Mark and Kathy 
Haseler, Mark and Raida Velez. Picture: John McLaurin.
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Sign up for a weekly update of the news and events happening around the Archdiocese
www.bit.ly/encounter_enews

A r c h d i o c e s a n  E - n e w s  b u l l e t i n
Encounter

Mona’s been passing on the faith for 60 years

BY ELISE HARRIS

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN 
News) - In a message for cat-
echists all over the world, Pope 
Francis stressed the need to not 
only make Christ the centre of  
their lives, but to be creative and 
adaptable in finding ways to reach 
the people in their area.

“The catechist is creative; they 
search for different means and 
forms of  announcing Christ,” 
he said ahead of  an international 
symposium in Buenos Aires.

“Believing in Jesus is beautiful, 
because Jesus is the way, truth and 
life who fills our existence with joy 
and gladness.”

Pope Francis said that in the 
quest of  making Jesus known to 
the world, “we must not be afraid 
because he precedes us in this task. 
He is already in the man of  today, 
and there awaits us.”

He explained that catechesis 
is a vocation of  service and not 
simply a job or a task external to 
the person of  the catechist.

“Their whole life revolves 
around this mission,” he said.

The Pope pointed to the impor-
tance of  respecting popular piety 
in the people, saying it’s important 
to “care for the potential of  piety 

and love that popular religiosity 
holds so that they transmit not 
only the contents off  the faith, 
but a true school of  faith is cre-
ated which cultivates the gift of  
the faith that has been received.”

“A catechist is also someone 
who journeys both from and with 
Christ, he said. 

“They are not a person who 
starts from their own ideas and 
preferences, but who allows them-
selves to look to him, to this gaze 
that makes their heart burn.”

“This dynamism of  love is like 
the movement of  the heart,” and 
Jesus himself  gives us an example 
of  how to live this when he re-
treats to pray, and then “imme-
diately goes to the encounter of  
those who are hungry and thirsty 
for God in order to heal and save 
them.”

“From here arises the im-
portance of  the ‘mystagogical’ 
catechesis, which is the constant 
encounter with the Word and with 
the sacraments, and not some-
thing merely occasional prior to 
the celebration of  the sacraments 
of  Christian initiation,” he said.

Pope Francis encouraged them 
“to be joyful messengers, guard-
ians of  the good and the beauty 
that shines forth in the faithful life 
of  the missionary disciple.”

CROOKWELL catechist Mrs 
Mona McIntosh has received the 
newly created St Mary MacKillop 
Commendation for 60 years of  
service as a scripture teacher. 

Mona has taught scripture to 
scores of  children in Crookwell 
Primary and Crookwell Secondary 
schools.

This citation comes with a 
statue of  St Mary MacKillop, do-
nated by the Sisters of  St Joseph, 
and a monetary gift presented at 
a special celebration Mass at St 
Augustine’s Church, Yass.

When asked why she has con-
tinued in this important mission 
for so long, Mrs McIntosh said, “I 
never aimed to do this for a long 
time and to get recognition. 

“It was always for the children, 
to teach them about Jesus and his 
Church.”

Deacon Matt Ransom, who has 
worked with Mrs McIntosh in his 
role as Archdiocesan Confraternity 
of  Christian Doctrine Coordina-
tor, spoke in glowing terms about 
the gifts that the catechist brings.

“When visiting this wonderful 
catechist, I am always struck by the 
joy, energy, faith and enthusiasm 
that Mona shows,” he said.

“She has a deep love of  the 
Catholic Church and always has 
a clear answer for the curly ques-
tions that young people ask.  

“Recently, I was speaking to a 
senior high school teacher who 
has seen Mona at work with the 
students. 

“The teacher was full of  praise 
for the influence she has with the 
students, keeping them focused, 
teaching them well and encourag-
ing them to grow closer to Jesus.”

Two decades of faith formation Put Christ at the
centre, Pope urges

Retreat days
JUDY Bowe MGL is leading 

a series of  catechist retreat days 
in the Archdiocese throughout 
September. 

Places and dates include: Sep-
tember 2: Sacred Heart Church 
Pearce, September 9: St Patrick’s 
Church Gundagai and September 
23: St Joseph’s Church Merimbula. 
Each retreat day runs from 10am 
to 4pm. To RSVP your attendance 
or to learn more phone (02) 6163 
4300 or email kylie.bereza@cg.org.
au

DIANE Sutton is taking a rest 
from catechising the young ones at 
Adaminaby Public School for now. 

And she’s probably entitled 
to one, considering she has been 
doing it for the past 20 years. 
Along with her husband Bill, she 
has a great love for Scripture and 
ecumenism.

Due to her mother’s illness, she 
sensed recently that it was time to 
stop, but she remains interested in 
the ongoing faith formation at the 
school.

A website designer by profes-
sion, Mrs Sutton says that what 
kept her going in passing on the 
faith was the Holy Spirit.

“The thing that kept me going 
was ‘seeing a light go on’ for the 
children when you would teach 
them something relating to the 
faith.”

Confraternity of  Catholic 
Doctrine Coordinator, Deacon 
Matt Ransom paid tribute to the 
out-going Adaminaby catechist.

“Diane, has been an exceptional 
catechist over the years,” he said.

“She has shared the love of  
Jesus generously with the young 
ones in her care, and it is a love that 
comes from her own encounter 
with God. 

“Many lives have been changed 
because of  her generosity.”

Diane Sutton with her husband in front of the big trout at Adaminaby. Picture: 
John McLaurin.

Crookwell catechist Mona McIntosh with her statue of St Mary MacKillop. Picture: Supplied.
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At Catholic Super’s  
MyLife MyPension, we 
take the time to help you 
achieve the retirement 
lifestyle you desire.

If you’re nearing retirement, contact us  
to discuss your needs and experience  
our award-winning service. 

we are ‘the best of the best’  
because we genuinely care

contact us now  |  1300 963 720  |  mylifemypension.com.au

Issued by CSF Pty Limited (ABN 30 006 169 286; AFSL 246664), the Trustee of the MyLifeMyMoney Superannuation Fund (ABN 50 237 896 957; SPIN CSF0100AU). The information contained herein is general information only. It has been prepared  
without taking into account your personal investment objectives, financial situation, or needs. It is not intended to be, and should not be, construed in any way as investment, legal or financial advice. Please consider your personal position,  
objectives, and requirements before taking any action. MPE058 211216

“ Our members know they’re in safe 
hands. They tell us we’re the best 
because we provide personalised 
service with trusted financial advice.” 
Susan Capes, Pension Specialist

Mona’s been passing on the faith for 60 years Visiting parishes with 
pastor and elder

LAST year, during the Ex-
traordinary Year of  Mercy, South 
Woden’s Chris and Maree Rule 
almost accidentally joined 15,000 
other catechists from all over the 
world for a pilgrimage in Rome.

Accidentally in that it wasn’t 
part of  their original itinerary. 
The couple’s trip coincided with 
Mr Rule notching up 25 years of  
being a catechist.

Mrs Rule also knows a thing or 
two about teaching the faith. She 
was a teacher of  religious educa-
tion in Canberra Catholic schools 
for over 20 years.

During their pilgrimage they 
were particularly moved by a talk 

given by Undersecretary for the 
Pontifical Council for the Promo-
tion of  the New Evangelisation, 
Monsignor Graeme Bell.

The subject for Monsignor 
Bell’s talk was ‘contemplating 
mercy’ reflecting on the theme 
of  ‘showing mercy and choosing’ 
where he used the example of  
Caravaggio’s painting The Call of  
Saint Matthew.

“In the painting Christ is 
standing by a window with the 
light coming into the room, not 
through the window, but from 
behind Christ, in effect Christ’s 
light shining in the darkness,” Mr 
Rule said.

“The first point he made was 
that the calling of  all of  us is to 
love God. He did, however, also 
point out that we are free to reject 
God’s love.

“He also spoke of  Christ call-
ing – pointing to – Matthew, who 
points to someone else in the 
room as if  to say ‘You mean him 
don’t you?

“Monsignor Bell made further 
points that we often try to avoid 
God’s calling, that all of  us are 
weak and vacillating, and thus in 
need of  God’s mercy.”

A special Mass for catechists at 
the Vatican took place as part of  
the pilgrimage. 

With 15,000 other catechists in Rome

CATECHISTS across the Archdiocese learnt from Aboriginal elder 
and pastor Tim Edwards in series of  professional development days.

Originally from Innisfail, Pastor Edwards lives in Perth with his 
wife, where they lead a church and are foster parents for emergency 
situations. 

Pastor Edwards has a background in education, training, indigenous 
reconciliation and Christian unity.

Speaking on Aboriginal education and spirituality, he conveyed to 
catechists his profound relationship with Jesus. Coordinator of  the 
Confraternity of  Christian Doctrine Deacon Matt Ransom said the 
catechists responded positively to the pastor’s visit with many looking 
forward to having him back.

Pastor Tim Edwards (far left) talks with catechists from the Arch-
diocese. Picture: Supplied.



8 LOCAL September 2017

Namora looks forward to serve
Advertisement

HOME BASE

Gerard Heffernan

Gerard Heffernan
0402 026 246

gerard@hhls.com.au
www.hhls.com.au

DEACON-in-waiting Namora 
Anderson understands that life as 
a clergyman is largely about service.

What he is most looking forward 
to following his coming ordination 
to the diaconate, is being able to 
serve the people of  God in a more 
official capacity.

Being ordained a deacon is 
the next step on his way to the 
priesthood.

For the past seven years, he has 
spent a large portion of  his training 
at the seminary in Sydney.

He has also spent several 
months in both the Cootamundra 
and Young parishes as part of  his 
pastoral training.

“Time spent in the seminary is 
invaluable and is very much needed 
in order for us to have a sound the-
ology and a thorough understand-
ing of  what we are undertaking,” 
he said.

“But it’s also important for us to 
get a feel for what happens in the 
parishes and to learn the day-to-day 

operations of  the Church.
He says it can be a labour of  

love being in a seminary hundreds 
of  kilometres from where he will 
be ministering.

But he knows the exercise is a 
sacrifice for a greater good.

“When you are in Sydney, it can 
feel at times like you are distant,” 
he said.

“But when Jesus taught His 
Disciples, he would often take 
them away from the crowds and 
so it is a similar thing, I guess.”

Mr Anderson says he is look-
ing forward to spending more 
time in parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese.

He is continuing his forma-
tion in Gungahlin Parish and will 
remain there after his diaconate 
ordination.

“The parish here is really vi-
brant and energetic, with lots of  
young families and people from 
a diverse range of  cultures, and 
they have been most welcoming,” 
he said.

Reflecting on his own vocation 
story, Mr Anderson, 28, said he 
was an ordinary person who felt 
the call to the priesthood in a 
gentle way.

“My story does not involve 

some kind of  lightning bolt mo-
ment where it changed suddenly,” 
he said.

“Mine was more of  a gnawing 
or nagging feeling, where I felt that 
I wanted to do something mean-
ingful with my life. For me that was 
trying out the priesthood.”

Although he met several chal-
lenges in the seminary, he said it 
was a most rewarding experience.

“Being in the seminary were the 
happiest and most joyful years of  
my life so far,” he said.

“It was great because you are 
with like-minded men who are on 
fire for God. Some people think 
that all seminarians do is pray, 
study, sleep and eat.

“Much of  this is true, but in 
between all of  this, we are social 
beings and there is constant joking 
and laughing.”

Mr Anderson will be ordained 
a deacon with Adrian Chan at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral at 7pm on 
September 22. All are welcome.

MEDIA personality, Geraldine 
Doogue will be keynote speaker 
when St Gregory’s Parish Pastoral 
Council, Queanbeyan, hosts a gala 
dinner on November 28.

Carrying the theme of  ‘Living 
the Gospel Today – Next steps to 
re-imagining our parish communi-
ties’, the event has come about as 
the parish seeks to discern the best 
way forward for parish communi-
ties after the Royal Commission.

It follows public meetings or-
ganised by the Concerned Catho-
lics of  Canberra and Goulburn 
group to discuss the best future 
model of  Church.

The Queanbeyan Parish Pas-
toral Council includes a range of  
ages that reflect the community.  It 
brings together the strengths of  its 

17 members.
Their 2016 to 2018 Pastoral 

Plan outlines various strategies that 
are to be promoted so that voices 
in the community are heard and 
future ideas are raised.

Leading the event is Fr Troy 
Bobbin, Parish Priest and Mary 
Dorrian, Parish Council Chairper-
son, Mary Dorrian.  Suze Forster, 
a parishioner and events coordi-
nator, is also donating her time to 
ensure that the dinner is a success.

“Annually the parish holds a 
significant event towards the end 
of  each year,” Fr Bobbin said.

“We think it is important for the 
community to gather for discus-
sion, particularly in the wake of  the 
Royal Commission and the 2016 
National Church and Life Survey.”

Wanting to take a proactive 
approach, Fr Bobbin believes it 
is time to look at fresh ways of  
evangelisation.

“Evangelisation is everyone in 
the Church’s business and we need 
to look at encouraging greater en-
gagement of  parishioners.”

Mrs Dorrian, a retired execu-
tive with Catholic Education in 
the Archdiocese is also keen to 
promote the gala dinner.

“Geraldine will prompt us to 
consider new ideas about express-
ing the Catholic faith in different 
ways,” she said.

“We honour the Church’s tradi-
tions and we need to make sure 
that the Church is relevant to all 
people.

“We wish to acknowledge 

victims of  Child Sexual Abuse and 
create communities where people 
feel welcome and safe.

“As a parish pastoral council, 
we ask ourselves, what kind of  
community do we wish to be in 
the future?”.

Fr Bobbin said the event is 
open to anyone from all over the 
Archdiocese and beyond, Catholic 
and other faith traditions.

It is being held at the Quean-
beyan Roos Club and tickets are 
available from $60 per person via 
the parish website at www.stgrego-
rysparishqueanbeyan.com 

Alternatively, people may wish 
to call (02) 6299 4611. Email que-
ries and expressions of  interest 
are also welcome at queanbeyan@
cg.org.au

Namora Anderson.

Parish looks at ways to express faith

Some of us pay off our home 
loan as a top priority, while 
others are happy to stick with 
the 30-year repayment term. 
Which is the better option?

If you are the type of person 
who hates debt, you probably 
think it is a no brainer to pay 
off your mortgage quickly. 
After all, the sooner you pay it 
off, the more you save in inter-
est repayments.

However, if debt doesn’t both-
er you, you might argue that 
it’s better to let your home 
loan runs its course. By not 
funnelling all your money into 
the loan you have cash in 
hand to spend when needed, 
such as to invest in property or 
take a holiday.

With home loan interest rates 
at a historic low, there is prob-
ably a vast difference between 
the interest rate you pay for 
your mortgage compared to 
the interest rate you pay for 
your credit card or personal 
loan. Your debt should be paid 
off in order of priority – from 
the highest interest rate to the 
lowest. 

Consider these issues when 
making your decision and 
have a chat with us if you need 
further advice.

Are you making the 
right choice paying 
off your home loan 

quickly?

HISTORY was made at the 
fourth annual Archdiocesan 
Catholic Primary Schools Choir 
Festival, with St Benedict’s, Nar-
rabundah, and St Gregory’s, 
Queanbeyan, named joint winners.

St Thomas Aquinas, Charn-
wood, came second and St Jude’s 
Primary School, Holder, third. 
St Vincent’s, Aranda, ‘Vinnie’s 
Voices’ earned the encouragement 
award.

In presenting the awards, Apos-
tolic Nuncio Archbishop Adolfo 
Tito Yllana told the children that, 
unlike soccer (which cannot be 
played in a car) or other sports 
(which cannot be played in a 
shopping centre), singing is the 
only activity that can take place 
anywhere. 

He encouraged them to enjoy 

singing and thanked the competi-
tion organisers including the Can-
berra branch of  the Knights of  the 
Southern Cross, Catholic Educa-
tion and the Canberra Southern 
Cross Club as a supporter.

Coordinator Bob Perkins from 
the Knights also gave a vote of  
thanks.

“The success of  the event was 
due to the tremendous work of  
the choir directors and the behind-
the-scenes work of  the staff  of  
St John Paul II College,” he said.

“They arranged the setting-up 
of  the hall, the catering for 400 
people and the printing of  400 
event booklets for the day.”

He said the enthusiasm of  the 
children and the smiles on their 
faces was what the whole event 
was all about. 

Joint winners as festival hits high note

Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana with joint winners (L-R) Daniel 
Nganga and Julia Norgrove of St Benedict’s Primary Narrabundah, with Charlie 
Watson and Sophia Watson from St Gregory’s Primary Queanbeyan. Picture: 
Mike Cassidy.
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Will you care  
for those who cared?

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST THE FOUNDATION WITH A DONATION
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Family’s taste of Philippines life mission
When Canberra’s Anthony Doyle returned home from a Missionaries of  God’s Love Philippines mission earlier in the year, he felt 

compelled to return. Just two months after getting back, he jetted off  again, this time with sons Joseph and Samuel. Ready to witness the 
extreme poverty first-hand, the Doyles were also joined by Anthony’s godson, Luke Hyland. Here they share their story with Catholic 

Voice in time for Father’s Day.

About The Father Factor  
The Father Factor prompts the 
reader to consider the evidence 
on what drives success and hap-
piness. What emerges from the 
research is that the relationships 
with father and mother tend 
to powerfully affect long-term 
happiness, financial success and 
work success. The resolution 
of  relationships with father and 
mother, then, is pivotal to the 
pursuit of  success and happiness. 
Because father-child relationships 
have tended to break down more 
dramatically in contemporary so-
ciety than mother-child ones, this 
book gives particular emphasis 
to father-child ones. In seeking 
to help the reader to resolve cru-
cially important relationships with 
parents and navigate the journey 
to wholeness, the book provides 
various evidence-based strategies, 
case studies and links to useful 
resources.

What they are saying about 
The Father Factor

“The Father Factor is a unique, 
profound and ground-breaking 
book. Profound because it col-
lates the latest research on the 
importance of  fathers in families, 
but not just fathers, also mothers, 
faith and family. Ground-breaking 
because it also includes personal 
stories, case studies and gives 
strategies for success and happi-
ness. Unique because it is fresh 
and nothing like it has been writ-
ten before.” – Warwick Marsh, 
CEO of  dads4kids, recipient of  
the 1998 FOL Fatherhood of  the 
Year award.

“This book is not only a very 
captivating read but also a very 
informative one. It should be 

compulsory reading for marriage 
preparation courses. As I read the 
book I was amazed at how much 
evidence there was on the impor-
tance of  fathers, but how little 
has been done to help fatherless 
children. Fortunately this book 
provides some suggested remedial 
strategies in that direction.” – Ve-
ronica Kearney, Mother of  four 
and teacher for 35 years.

“In their encouraging and 
inspiring book, Peter and Robert 
have done Australian men (and 
therefore their families or future 
families) a great service. They 
write about father matters and 
it shows (if  anyone is uncertain) 
that fathers really do matter in 
the lives of  their children. Men 
who are searching for guidance 
and wisdom in terms of  being a 
good father, and in my experience 
that is most men who are fathers, 
or who want to be fathers, will 
benefit from giving this book their 
time and attention. The authors 
assert that the impact of  engaged 
and responsible fathering is felt 
far beyond the boundaries of  the 
family. Indeed, society is safer and 
healthier for all because of  it.” – 
Dr Brian Sullivan, psychologist 
and teacher.

Happy Father’s Day

SEARCHING for life’s deeper 
meaning does not come easily for 
many men. 

More than 200 men from across 
Australia and New Zealand took 
time out to attend menALIVE to 
the MAX, a national Catholic men’s 
gathering in Brisbane in July. 

Described as the largest Catholic 
gathering of  men in Australia or 
New Zealand, attendees were a mix 
of  Catholics, non-Catholics and 
Catholics “returning home”.

Canberra’s menALIVE leader-
ship team of  Torrien Lau, Brad 
Moffit and Anthony Morrison at-
tended, as did Queanbeyan’s Frank 
Stanford and David Sealy.

Vicar General Fr Tony Percy and 
Deacon Matt Ransom also attended 
from the Archdiocese. 

Mr Lau said the conference was 

a time of  renewal and tuning into 
God as well as making resolutions to 
take purposeful action through talks, 
discussion, fellowship and personal 
prayer.

“Regardless of  where they were 
on their faith journey, participants 
were challenged to deepen their 
faith in God and to explore practical 
ways that lead to transformation,” 
he said.

Seven priests were available for 
Reconciliation.

Peter Gabauer, a member of  
the menALIVE founding team, re-
minded everyone at the conference 
of  the mission.

“The purpose of  menALIVE is 
to bring men together to renew their 
faith in God and to encourage them 
to be an active force of  renewal of  
the Church,” he said.

“We hope to reawaken the zeal 
in men’s hearts by fostering daily 
prayer, fellowship, service and the 
support of  our priests.

“Recognising that a man’s spiri-
tuality can often flourish best in the 
company of  other men, menALIVE 
provides men opportunities to share 
faith and review what matters most 
in their lives.”

Since being founded in 2003, me-
nALIVE has delivered its message 
to parish gatherings, conferences 
and retreats.

A team of  lay men have run more 
than 350 events for 20,000 men 
across 26 dioceses in Australia and 
New Zealand.

MenALIVE holds regular events, 
conferences and workshops. For 
more information visit www.me-
nalive.org.au

WHERE TO BUY A COPY OF  
THE FATHER FACTOR
 

Catholic Bookshop – 55 Franklin 
St, Forrest ACT. Phone:  
(02) 6239 9888 or email 
catholic.bookshop@cg.org.au

Promoting The Father Factor
A short promotional video on 
The Father Factor can be found 
on YouTube:  https://youtu.be/
WRxM86GbXWU

200 attend menALIVE national conference

PAUL SMITH: “To me being 
a father is a great privilege 
that carries with it huge re-
sponsibilities. It means, be-
ing a carer, teacher, provid-
er, protector and sometimes 
a friend. The road is some-
times hard, but the journey 
is never boring, especially 
with eight kids!”

FR PRAVEEN PAUL: “As a 
priest, ‘Father’ reminds me 
that I am entrusted with a 
great responsibility by God to 
His people. In the same way 
a father in the family listens 
and cares for his children, so 
must a priest do so for his 
spiritual children, with mercy 
and compassion.”

MIKE DOHERTY: “A father’s 
role changes over time. We 
love and nurture the infant; 
teach and gently correct or 
chastise the child; advise 
and keep up the corrections 
in adolescence; support 
in adult years; and finally; 
accept graciously any re-
ciprocal care that may be 
required.”

ANTHONY DOYLE: “In one 
word; responsibility. I took 
on fatherhood simply as part 
of the package of Catholic 
marriage. I now understand 
that fatherhood is a sacred, 
sacramental call and I pray 
each day for the grace to dis-
charge this call well. It means 
I have to live strong and wise 
Christian manhood.”

GEORGE WYER: "Praise God 
I have close relationships with 
all of my four children. At 91 
years of age, and as the years 
have gone by and continue, 
the meaning and value of 
love is revealed. The love of 
oneself is the stepping stone 
for all love.”

WITH a Philippines mission al-
ready under his belt, Anthony Doyle 
knew what to expect setting off  from 
Australia bound for Manila. Sons 
Joseph and Samuel, who had never 
before left Australia, heard of  the 
difficult living conditions from their 
father’s stories. This time they would 
see it up close. Calling on friend Luke 
Hyland to join the party, the young 
men entered their foreign surround-
ings keen to make a difference.

The MGL mission is based in 
the Quezon City area of  Manila 
which has a population about the 
same as Australia’s. The focus of  
their mission is to the poor and to 
young people. Fr Paul Uwemedimo 
serves in Payatas on the city fringe. 
Payatas is dominated by a vast rub-
bish dump towering over the area. 
For many years, Paul has brought the 
love of  God to the people of  Payatas 
by arranging children’s scholarships, 
obtaining emergency aid, ministering 
the sacraments and evangelising.

The boys had to quickly find their 
feet, living without seatbelts, being 
piled on top of  each other in packed 
Jeepneys, surviving on chicken and 
rice, sleeping on the floor squashed 
together on a mattress, and com-
municating where English levels 
vary and Australian accents are 
incomprehensible. 

Anthony kept a mission diary. 
Here are some excerpts:

Fr Paul takes us on a visit through 
Payatas, where youth workers Kat and 
her husband Raymond supervise a small 
initiative turning old tyres into useful 
products. Joseph, Samuel and Luke are 
doing well in their first exposure to the 
sights, sounds and smells of  a third world 
country

The shock of  doing something new can 
be tiring and so the boys need some down 
time, whereas second time around, I don’t 
need as much.

The boys have been taken through two 
Dickensian slums and have met and dined 

with young adult leaders who are giving 
back to God for what they have received. 
The boys are already different to when they 
left. They are men.

The Mass was the best example I 
know of  the Church being amongst the 
people. It was enthusiastic and we were 
warmly greeted by the local people. It was 
one of  the highlights of  the trip.

What they said:
ANTHONY DOYLE: During my 
first visit, I had a strong feeling that 
my boys needed to be here. When 
we married Jeanine and I promised 
to raise them in the faith – “As for 
me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord (Joshua 24:15). This has 
involved endless work and self-
sacrifice however parenting doesn’t 
stop at the Year 12 graduation. As a 
father, I still have to point them to 
God above all my being an example 
(however imperfect) to them of  
Christian fatherhood. The boys are 
committed to frequently returning 
to Manila.

JOSEPH DOYLE (20): The shacks 
and grime that many people were 
living in wasn’t like anything I had 
seen before. I saw the impact that the 
Gospel had on their lives. Knowing 
God’s love inspired them to make 

something of  themselves and im-
prove their community. Assisting 
people financially or by encourage-
ment was the most worthwhile thing 
that I did. I was inspired by young 
adults who had succeeded through 
education and hard work and then 
returned to spend a year ministering 
to their community.

SAMUEL DOYLE (18): I learned 
three key things from my time in 
Manila. Firstly, God’s people are all 
the same; just scattered to different 
places, living in different environ-
ments. Secondly, how far an Aus-
tralian dollar can go in doing good 

For  more than 20 years  
the Missionaries of God’s Love 
a religious order of Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters founded in 
Canberra has been ministering 
to the desperately poor of 
Manila. 
 

Fr Paul Uwemedimo MGL is in 
Canberra and will be speaking of 
his work and ways Canberrans 
can support this vital work. 

If you are interested in 
supporting the mission by 
participating in short term 
missions, by prayer or by 
financial support, come along to 
hear Fr Paul share his passion 
for the poor of Manila. 

DATE: Monday 4 September 
TIME: 7:00-8:30pm 
VENUE: St Benedict’s Parish 
Centre Collins Wing Building, 
Tallara Parkway, Narrabundah. 
Further information: Anthony 
Doyle 0429 782 018.

Above: Sam Doyle enjoys the company of PNA Youth. Below left: Youth leaders conduct a children’s literacy class. Below Right: 
One of the more ‘up market’ houses in Payatas. Below far right: Staying with the Acdal family in Payatas.  PICTURES: Supplied

works. Lastly, how much I was able 
to learn about myself  and to see God 
from new viewpoints.

LUKE HYLAND (18): When I 
left, I was expecting to be build-
ing roofs, but found myself  using 
Google translator to communicate 
with young people. I discovered 
the principle of  solidarity - it wasn’t 
necessarily about what we could do 
- although that’s important - but to 
bring ourselves. To be with people, 
playing music and basketball and 
helping in mostly small ways.

The influence fathers have on their children should not be underestimated. But they need to be supported 
and affirmed in their roles. One book which is helping men right across the country is The Father Factor, 

written by Peter O’Shea and Robert Falzon, founder of  menALIVE. 
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About The Father Factor  
The Father Factor prompts the 
reader to consider the evidence 
on what drives success and hap-
piness. What emerges from the 
research is that the relationships 
with father and mother tend 
to powerfully affect long-term 
happiness, financial success and 
work success. The resolution 
of  relationships with father and 
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pursuit of  success and happiness. 
Because father-child relationships 
have tended to break down more 
dramatically in contemporary so-
ciety than mother-child ones, this 
book gives particular emphasis 
to father-child ones. In seeking 
to help the reader to resolve cru-
cially important relationships with 
parents and navigate the journey 
to wholeness, the book provides 
various evidence-based strategies, 
case studies and links to useful 
resources.
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The Father Factor

“The Father Factor is a unique, 
profound and ground-breaking 
book. Profound because it col-
lates the latest research on the 
importance of  fathers in families, 
but not just fathers, also mothers, 
faith and family. Ground-breaking 
because it also includes personal 
stories, case studies and gives 
strategies for success and happi-
ness. Unique because it is fresh 
and nothing like it has been writ-
ten before.” – Warwick Marsh, 
CEO of  dads4kids, recipient of  
the 1998 FOL Fatherhood of  the 
Year award.

“This book is not only a very 
captivating read but also a very 
informative one. It should be 

compulsory reading for marriage 
preparation courses. As I read the 
book I was amazed at how much 
evidence there was on the impor-
tance of  fathers, but how little 
has been done to help fatherless 
children. Fortunately this book 
provides some suggested remedial 
strategies in that direction.” – Ve-
ronica Kearney, Mother of  four 
and teacher for 35 years.

“In their encouraging and 
inspiring book, Peter and Robert 
have done Australian men (and 
therefore their families or future 
families) a great service. They 
write about father matters and 
it shows (if  anyone is uncertain) 
that fathers really do matter in 
the lives of  their children. Men 
who are searching for guidance 
and wisdom in terms of  being a 
good father, and in my experience 
that is most men who are fathers, 
or who want to be fathers, will 
benefit from giving this book their 
time and attention. The authors 
assert that the impact of  engaged 
and responsible fathering is felt 
far beyond the boundaries of  the 
family. Indeed, society is safer and 
healthier for all because of  it.” – 
Dr Brian Sullivan, psychologist 
and teacher.

Happy Father’s Day

SEARCHING for life’s deeper 
meaning does not come easily for 
many men. 

More than 200 men from across 
Australia and New Zealand took 
time out to attend menALIVE to 
the MAX, a national Catholic men’s 
gathering in Brisbane in July. 

Described as the largest Catholic 
gathering of  men in Australia or 
New Zealand, attendees were a mix 
of  Catholics, non-Catholics and 
Catholics “returning home”.

Canberra’s menALIVE leader-
ship team of  Torrien Lau, Brad 
Moffit and Anthony Morrison at-
tended, as did Queanbeyan’s Frank 
Stanford and David Sealy.

Vicar General Fr Tony Percy and 
Deacon Matt Ransom also attended 
from the Archdiocese. 

Mr Lau said the conference was 

a time of  renewal and tuning into 
God as well as making resolutions to 
take purposeful action through talks, 
discussion, fellowship and personal 
prayer.

“Regardless of  where they were 
on their faith journey, participants 
were challenged to deepen their 
faith in God and to explore practical 
ways that lead to transformation,” 
he said.

Seven priests were available for 
Reconciliation.

Peter Gabauer, a member of  
the menALIVE founding team, re-
minded everyone at the conference 
of  the mission.

“The purpose of  menALIVE is 
to bring men together to renew their 
faith in God and to encourage them 
to be an active force of  renewal of  
the Church,” he said.

“We hope to reawaken the zeal 
in men’s hearts by fostering daily 
prayer, fellowship, service and the 
support of  our priests.

“Recognising that a man’s spiri-
tuality can often flourish best in the 
company of  other men, menALIVE 
provides men opportunities to share 
faith and review what matters most 
in their lives.”

Since being founded in 2003, me-
nALIVE has delivered its message 
to parish gatherings, conferences 
and retreats.

A team of  lay men have run more 
than 350 events for 20,000 men 
across 26 dioceses in Australia and 
New Zealand.

MenALIVE holds regular events, 
conferences and workshops. For 
more information visit www.me-
nalive.org.au

WHERE TO BUY A COPY OF  
THE FATHER FACTOR
 

Catholic Bookshop – 55 Franklin 
St, Forrest ACT. Phone:  
(02) 6239 9888 or email 
catholic.bookshop@cg.org.au

Promoting The Father Factor
A short promotional video on 
The Father Factor can be found 
on YouTube:  https://youtu.be/
WRxM86GbXWU

200 attend menALIVE national conference

PAUL SMITH: “To me being 
a father is a great privilege 
that carries with it huge re-
sponsibilities. It means, be-
ing a carer, teacher, provid-
er, protector and sometimes 
a friend. The road is some-
times hard, but the journey 
is never boring, especially 
with eight kids!”

FR PRAVEEN PAUL: “As a 
priest, ‘Father’ reminds me 
that I am entrusted with a 
great responsibility by God to 
His people. In the same way 
a father in the family listens 
and cares for his children, so 
must a priest do so for his 
spiritual children, with mercy 
and compassion.”

MIKE DOHERTY: “A father’s 
role changes over time. We 
love and nurture the infant; 
teach and gently correct or 
chastise the child; advise 
and keep up the corrections 
in adolescence; support 
in adult years; and finally; 
accept graciously any re-
ciprocal care that may be 
required.”

ANTHONY DOYLE: “In one 
word; responsibility. I took 
on fatherhood simply as part 
of the package of Catholic 
marriage. I now understand 
that fatherhood is a sacred, 
sacramental call and I pray 
each day for the grace to dis-
charge this call well. It means 
I have to live strong and wise 
Christian manhood.”

GEORGE WYER: "Praise God 
I have close relationships with 
all of my four children. At 91 
years of age, and as the years 
have gone by and continue, 
the meaning and value of 
love is revealed. The love of 
oneself is the stepping stone 
for all love.”

WITH a Philippines mission al-
ready under his belt, Anthony Doyle 
knew what to expect setting off  from 
Australia bound for Manila. Sons 
Joseph and Samuel, who had never 
before left Australia, heard of  the 
difficult living conditions from their 
father’s stories. This time they would 
see it up close. Calling on friend Luke 
Hyland to join the party, the young 
men entered their foreign surround-
ings keen to make a difference.

The MGL mission is based in 
the Quezon City area of  Manila 
which has a population about the 
same as Australia’s. The focus of  
their mission is to the poor and to 
young people. Fr Paul Uwemedimo 
serves in Payatas on the city fringe. 
Payatas is dominated by a vast rub-
bish dump towering over the area. 
For many years, Paul has brought the 
love of  God to the people of  Payatas 
by arranging children’s scholarships, 
obtaining emergency aid, ministering 
the sacraments and evangelising.

The boys had to quickly find their 
feet, living without seatbelts, being 
piled on top of  each other in packed 
Jeepneys, surviving on chicken and 
rice, sleeping on the floor squashed 
together on a mattress, and com-
municating where English levels 
vary and Australian accents are 
incomprehensible. 

Anthony kept a mission diary. 
Here are some excerpts:

Fr Paul takes us on a visit through 
Payatas, where youth workers Kat and 
her husband Raymond supervise a small 
initiative turning old tyres into useful 
products. Joseph, Samuel and Luke are 
doing well in their first exposure to the 
sights, sounds and smells of  a third world 
country

The shock of  doing something new can 
be tiring and so the boys need some down 
time, whereas second time around, I don’t 
need as much.

The boys have been taken through two 
Dickensian slums and have met and dined 

with young adult leaders who are giving 
back to God for what they have received. 
The boys are already different to when they 
left. They are men.

The Mass was the best example I 
know of  the Church being amongst the 
people. It was enthusiastic and we were 
warmly greeted by the local people. It was 
one of  the highlights of  the trip.

What they said:
ANTHONY DOYLE: During my 
first visit, I had a strong feeling that 
my boys needed to be here. When 
we married Jeanine and I promised 
to raise them in the faith – “As for 
me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord (Joshua 24:15). This has 
involved endless work and self-
sacrifice however parenting doesn’t 
stop at the Year 12 graduation. As a 
father, I still have to point them to 
God above all my being an example 
(however imperfect) to them of  
Christian fatherhood. The boys are 
committed to frequently returning 
to Manila.

JOSEPH DOYLE (20): The shacks 
and grime that many people were 
living in wasn’t like anything I had 
seen before. I saw the impact that the 
Gospel had on their lives. Knowing 
God’s love inspired them to make 

something of  themselves and im-
prove their community. Assisting 
people financially or by encourage-
ment was the most worthwhile thing 
that I did. I was inspired by young 
adults who had succeeded through 
education and hard work and then 
returned to spend a year ministering 
to their community.

SAMUEL DOYLE (18): I learned 
three key things from my time in 
Manila. Firstly, God’s people are all 
the same; just scattered to different 
places, living in different environ-
ments. Secondly, how far an Aus-
tralian dollar can go in doing good 

For  more than 20 years  
the Missionaries of God’s Love 
a religious order of Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters founded in 
Canberra has been ministering 
to the desperately poor of 
Manila. 
 

Fr Paul Uwemedimo MGL is in 
Canberra and will be speaking of 
his work and ways Canberrans 
can support this vital work. 

If you are interested in 
supporting the mission by 
participating in short term 
missions, by prayer or by 
financial support, come along to 
hear Fr Paul share his passion 
for the poor of Manila. 

DATE: Monday 4 September 
TIME: 7:00-8:30pm 
VENUE: St Benedict’s Parish 
Centre Collins Wing Building, 
Tallara Parkway, Narrabundah. 
Further information: Anthony 
Doyle 0429 782 018.

Above: Sam Doyle enjoys the company of PNA Youth. Below left: Youth leaders conduct a children’s literacy class. Below Right: 
One of the more ‘up market’ houses in Payatas. Below far right: Staying with the Acdal family in Payatas.  PICTURES: Supplied

works. Lastly, how much I was able 
to learn about myself  and to see God 
from new viewpoints.

LUKE HYLAND (18): When I 
left, I was expecting to be build-
ing roofs, but found myself  using 
Google translator to communicate 
with young people. I discovered 
the principle of  solidarity - it wasn’t 
necessarily about what we could do 
- although that’s important - but to 
bring ourselves. To be with people, 
playing music and basketball and 
helping in mostly small ways.

The influence fathers have on their children should not be underestimated. But they need to be supported 
and affirmed in their roles. One book which is helping men right across the country is The Father Factor, 

written by Peter O’Shea and Robert Falzon, founder of  menALIVE. 
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 Archdiocesan youth given chance to SHINE  
MORE than 300 young people 

from across the Archdiocese gath-
ered for the first annual SHINE 
Youth Mass, Rally and Conference 
event in Canberra.

Billed as the biggest local event 
for Archdiocesan youth this year, 
attendees came with open hearts 
and with the aim of  answering the 
call to Christ.

A Youth Mass with Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse as principal 
celebrant kicked off  the event.

Vicar General Fr Tony Percy, 
Fr Loi Viviocente and youth chap-
lains Fr Luke Verrell and Fr Tren-
ton van Reesch, concelebrated and 
took part in the rally.

“SHINE was another chance 
for young people to step out in 
faith and enter into the life of  the 
Church,” Archdiocesan Youth 
Coordinator Huw Warmenhoven 
said.

“The Cathedral was filled with 
young people from schools, parish 
youth ministries, movements and 
ecclesial communities across the 
Archdiocese.”

This rally which made good 
use the piazza space between St 
Christopher’s Cathedral and the 
Pastoral Centre was led by local 
music ministry leaders.

The place became a hive of  
activity with a mixture of  music, 
praise and worship, dancing and 
games involving beach balls. A 
drone made an appearance above 
the group, while social media 
was abuzz as a selfie stick did the 
rounds.

A series of  talks and testimonies 
were given exploring the theme of  
live a life inspired by love.

This theme was explored 
further the next day at John Paul 
II College in Nicholls with 350 
students from year 9 and 10 fol-
lowing the Catholic Youth Schools 
Ministry Australia model of  for-
mation, taking part in workshops 
and panels. 

St Clare’s College student Elena 
Catanzariti, said “SHINE was so 
good! It was great to see so many 
students from across the Archdio-
cese unite in faith.”

CATHOLIC Schools Youth 
Ministry Australia’s youth-speaks-
to-youth model was employed at 
an international level, as youth 
ministers from the Archdiocese 
took the mission to England.

Joining with other youth minis-
ters from the CSYMA network, the 
two entities combined to establish 
Catholic Schools Youth Ministry 
England (CSYME). 

The team of  seven youth min-
isters ran school outreach to more 
than 2500 students from schools in 
four dioceses, Southwark, Arundel 
and Brighton, Northampton and 
Salford.

It included core sessions on the 
theme “Follow = Come + Go” 
and spoke about how living out 
the Christian faith involves coming 
into a relationship with Jesus and 
going forth to live out the mission 
of  the Church.

The team also helped to lead 
teacher formation initiatives for 
more than 200 teachers that fo-
cused on equipping and empow-
ering Catholic schools to become 
centres of  the new evangelisation. 

Stuart McPherson, a principal 
from the Diocese of  Arundel and 
Brighton, said the youth ministers 
and CSYMA vision was “hugely 
impressive and a hope for the 
future of  Catholic Church”.

Archdiocesan Youth Ministry 
Coordinator Huw Warmenhoven 
said sharing the CSYMA vision 
across England was an exciting op-
portunity for the youth ministers 
who have all had personal experi-
ence coming through the models 
of  student formation. 

“This mission provided an op-
portunity to support local leaders 
to continue to develop CSYME 
following the mission,” he said.

“This included building on a 
strong relationship already estab-
lished with the Archdiocese of  
Southwark. Five Catholic Educa-
tion and youth leaders from South-
wark came over to the Archdiocese 
earlier this year.”

Mr Warmenhoven said it will 
be exciting see more fruit come 
from this most recent Equipping 
School. “Our youth ministers are 
also preparing to lead similar cross-
cultural missions to the Northern 
Territory and Uganda later this 
year,” he said.

“Cross-cultural mission op-
portunities are a key part of  the 
Archdiocesan Youth Ministry vi-
sion. Mr Warmenhoven said more 
opportunities for youth and young 
adults to participate in mission 
will be available next year in the 
national Year of  Youth and leading 
into 2019 in the Archdiocesan Year 
of  Mission for Youth. 

Youth ministers take 
their mission to UK
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Prayer of the Pilgrim
Loving God,
As we prepare to depart on this pilgrimage
in the footsteps pf St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
who travelled this way over one hundred years ago
we ask a blessing on our travel.

As we journey,
may we be inspired by her life of service
and resolve to imitate her love of you
and show it in our own lives.

We ask God’s blessing on each of us 
and ask that we may travel safely
and return in safety and peace.

Top left: Archbishop Christopher Prowse leading the pilgrims in prayer at Eden.  
Picture: Supplied. Middle left: Pilgrims enjoying lunch. Picture: Supplied. Bottom left:  Arch-
bishop Prowse takes a selfie with the youth at SHINE. Middle right:  Confirmation photo 
from Bega. Picture: Supplied. Bottom right: The choir at a recent Connect Youth Mass.  
Picture: Supplied.
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Every life is unique,
 Every funeral should be too.

For more than 100 years,

M.H. O’Rourke’s has

provided families with 

caring practical advice on 

arranging funerals.

We offer support and will 

help you fi nd the best way 

of celebrating the life of 

your loved one.

Canberra (02) 6166 0966
Queanbeyan (02) 6297 1052
E: info@orourkefunerals.com.au
www.orourkefunerals.com.au
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Karinya walk is ‘growing legs’

COMING 
EVENTS

August 31 to September 8 
(5.30pm): Novena and Masses in 
honour of St Mother Teresa of 
Kolkata, being held at St Raphael’s 
Church, Queanbeyan, in conjunc-
tion with the parish and the 
Missionary of Charity Sisters.

September 2 (9am): MGL 
Vocation Discernment Day at 6 
Boake Pl, Garran ACT. Bring sports 
gear and $10 to cover meal costs. 
Enquiries / RSVP by August 30 to 
Fr Chris at ceatonmgl@gmail.com 
or 0410 935 621.

September 9 (11am): Mass 
of thanksgiving in completion of 
the St Mother Teresa of Kolkata 
Novena and Masses. Held at St 
Raphael’s Church, Queanbeyan, in 
conjunction with the parish and 
the Missionary of Charity Sisters. 
Principal celebrant: Archbishop 
Prowse.

September 10 (5.30pm): Mar-
ian Movement of Priests devotee 
Fr Andrew Grace, from Griffith 
NSW will celebrate the 5.30pm 
Mass and speak about Cenacles at 
St Michael’s Church Kaleen, ACT. 
For more information contact Judy 
or Joe Mewburn on (02) 6254 
6202.

September 11 (10am): Marian 
Movement of Priests devotee Fr 
Andrew Grace, from Griffith NSW 
will hold a Cenacle followed by 
morning tea at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor, ACT. For more informa-
tion contact Judy or Joe Mewburn 
on (02) 6254 6202.

September 14 and 28 
(7.30pm to 8.30pm): Old Testa-
ment Bible Study at St. Benedict’s 
Mission Centre Narrabundah 
(Collins Wing). For more informa-
tion contact the parish on (02) 
6295 7879.

September 16 (7pm to 1pm): 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
(CCR) Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Rosary, Praise and Wor-
ship at St Peter Chanel’s Church, 
Yarralumla ACT. For more informa-
tion, contact Susanna on 692 999, 
or Neda on 0415 266 019.

September 20 (2pm): Of-
ficial opening and blessing of St 
Christopher’s Pastoral Centre at 55 
Franklin St, Forrest, ACT. For more 
information contact the Archdio-
cese on 6239 8500 

September 30 (10am to 
3pm): Secular Franciscan Order 

are celebrating their annual family 
day at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Mercy at Penrose Park. Day 
includes Mass, lunch and talk by 
Dr Alan Cadwallader. All welcome. 
For more information email Tony 
at sfo@fastmail.fm 

October 5 and 26 (7.30pm 
to 8.30pm): Old Testament Bible 
Study at St. Benedict’s Mission 
Centre Narrabundah (Collins 
Wing). For more information 
contact the parish on (02) 6295 
7879.

October 6 (6pm): Movie night 
for ‘Home’ at the Q Theatre in 
Queanbeyan. For more informa-
tion go to www.homeinquean-
beyan.org

October 6 (9am to 6pm): 
Youth Ministers Formation Day - 
TBC. 

October 23: CONNECT Mass 
at Corpus Christi Parish, Gowrie 
ACT.

Regular Events and Groups
CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 6.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet on 
the third Thursday of the month 
at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm meeting 
which is followed by dinner at 
8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for charis-
matic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 
Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 or 
Sean 0448 510 237.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the parish 
room at St Peter Chanel’s Church 
Yarralumla. Rosary, charismatic 

 
praise and worship, teachings, 
testimonies, prayer ministry, inter-
cession and fellowship. Contacts 
Susanna on 0419 902 293, Neda 
on 0415 266 019 and Gabriel on 
0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet on 
the third Friday of the month at 
7:45, St Augustine Church, 262 
Beasley St Farrer. Secular Francis-
cans try to follow Christ in the 
footsteps of St Francis of Assisi. 
Call Tony on 0407 072 139 or 
Hélène on 0420 533 264. Email: 
sfo@fastmail.fm

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on the 
third Sunday of each month at St 
Joseph Church, O’Connor at 2pm.

MAN OVERBOARD: Man Over-
board is a monthly gathering of 
young men discerning priesthood. 
Each gathering will be held on the 
first Friday of every month (public 
holidays excepted). Please RSVP 
Rachel.Romney-Brown@cg.org.au

DATE: Monday 4 September 
TIME: 7:00-8:30pm  
VENUE: St Benedict’s Parish Centre 
Collins Wing Building, Tallara Parkway, 
Narrabundah. Further information: 
Anthony Doyle 0429 782 018.

For more than 20 years the 
Missionaries of God’s Love a 
religious order in Canberra 
has been ministering to the 

desperately poor of Manila. Fr Paul 
Uwemedimo MGL is in Canberra 
and will be speaking of his work 

and ways Canberrans can support 
this vital work by visiting, financial 

support or prayer, 
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NOW in its fifth year, the annual 
Mercy Walk for Women fundraiser, 
which raises money for Karinya 
House, is “growing legs”, accord-
ing to organiser Teena McGrath.

“Since it started in 2013, we 
have seen a steady increase in the 
number of  women who take part,” 
she said.

“It’s an opportunity for women 
to walk and talk while raising much 
needed funds for Karinya House 
for mothers and babies.”

The Boorowa mother of  three 
puts the walk’s success down to its 
universal appeal.

“Although the walk has Catho-
lic origins, it is not specifically 

Catholic,” she said.
The 23km walk will again start at 

the intersection of  Cunningar and 
Campbellfield Roads, Boorowa, 
and finish at St Clement’s Retreat 
Centre, Galong. 

On arrival at St Clement’s, 
women will enjoy a champagne 
lunch and pose for a group photo-
graph. Morning tea, water re-fills 
and sunscreen will be provided on 
the way.

Support cars and portaloos are 
available throughout the day, and 
transport back to Boorowa is of-
fered at the end.

Executive Director of  Kar-
inya House Marie-Louise Corkhill 

reiterated the importance of  the 
event.

“During the 2016 and 2017 fi-
nancial year, our community-based 
donations and fundraising sup-
ported more than 300 women in 
our community, and their babies, as 
well as their toddlers and partners 
on occasion,” she said.

“Together we have been part of  
many stories of  resilience, courage 
and perseverance. We thank you for 
sharing in our purpose of  support-
ing vulnerable pregnant and par-
enting women in our community.” 

To register, contact Teena Mc-
Grath on 0437 272 000 or email: 
teenamcgrath@bigpond.com

Liturgy Matters
By Jenny Anderson

Many reasons
for us to
sing the Mass

ONE might say that there is 
singing at Mass, or that people 
sing for Mass, but it would be 
more accurate to say that we sing 
the Mass. 

There are many reasons music 
is such an important part of  our 
liturgy. Singing is enjoyable; it con-
nects us with our emotions; it is 
good for us, for our breathing and 
better blood flow; it is a form of  
communication; and it helps us to 
remember texts more easily. 

Scripture tells us that God 
wants us to “sing a new song; sing 
to the Lord, all the earth… tell of  
God’s salvation from day to day” 
(Ps 96:1-3). Scripture is full of  
references to singing and contains 
many direct commands to sing, eg, 
“Let the word of  Christ dwell in 
you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
to God.” Col 3:16.

The liturgical documents also 
speak about the importance of  
music in liturgy. 

The Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy describes music as “a 
necessary or integral part of  the 

solemn liturgy” (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, n.112). The Instruc-
tion on Music in the Liturgy says 
that “one cannot find anything 
more religious and more joyful in 
sacred celebrations than a whole 
congregation expressing its faith 
and devotion in song. Therefore 
the active participation of  the 
whole people, which is shown 
in singing, is to be carefully pro-
moted.” (Musicam Sacram, n.16).

Singing the liturgy is integral. It 
contributes to good celebrations 
which help foster faith. 

It adds beauty and solemnity to 
the liturgy, assisting and encourag-
ing the assembly to take part in the 
celebration. 

Music in the liturgy is a ministe-
rial action –the music serves the 
liturgy, it should never dominate. 
Music acts to bring people togeth-
er; it is unifying in nature, uniting 
us to Christ and to each other. It is 
also accompanying, enhancing the 
liturgical action and supporting it.

Music leaders serve their com-
munity best when they understand 
the role that music plays in liturgy 
and make their music selections 
with the community and season 
in mind. 

The parts of  the Mass should 
be our highest priority when we 
are preparing music. 

Liturgical musicians need to 
exercise good musical, liturgical 
and pastoral judgement to ensure 
that the music supports the sung 
prayer of  the assembly gathered 
in this time and place to worship 
God.

New classroom for 
Gowrie

Holy Family Catholic Primary 
Gowrie has added a new class-
room in response to growth in 
student numbers.

South Tuggeranong Parish 
Priest Fr Warrick Tonkin assisted 
Archbishop Christopher Prowse at 
the opening and blessing of  the 
classroom in front of  the school’s 
Year 4 children.

Principal Anne-Marie Marek 
said the school was at full capac-
ity at the time of  the Block Grant 
Authority application in 2015.

“We have two demountable 
classroom buildings housing four 
classes and we had student toilets 
that were a health risk,” she said.

“There was no disabled toilet 
or staff  toilet other than in the 
administration block, and they 
were built in the 1980s. 

“Our initial aim was to replace 
these buildings with a permanent 
building of  originally six class-
rooms, student toilets and disabled 
toilet.” 

Mrs Marek said the school has 
more expansion plans, but extra 
building would need to happen in 
stages.

“Our first stage was to build 
two new classrooms and new stu-
dent toilets in addition to staff  and 
disabled persons toilet,” she said.

“The school community man-
aged to contribute $310,000, 
however we were unable to finan-
cially contribute the million dollars 
required to complete this project 
in one stage.”

The school will soon apply 
for another government grant to 
build a further two classrooms.
This would enable it to remove the 
existing demountable classrooms 
and build an additional carpark.

Archbishop Prowse at the opening and blessing. Picture: Supplied.

Karinya walk is ‘growing legs’

 
praise and worship, teachings, 
testimonies, prayer ministry, inter-
cession and fellowship. Contacts 
Susanna on 0419 902 293, Neda 
on 0415 266 019 and Gabriel on 
0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet on 
the third Friday of the month at 
7:45, St Augustine Church, 262 
Beasley St Farrer. Secular Francis-
cans try to follow Christ in the 
footsteps of St Francis of Assisi. 
Call Tony on 0407 072 139 or 
Hélène on 0420 533 264. Email: 
sfo@fastmail.fm

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on the 
third Sunday of each month at St 
Joseph Church, O’Connor at 2pm.

MAN OVERBOARD: Man Over-
board is a monthly gathering of 
young men discerning priesthood. 
Each gathering will be held on the 
first Friday of every month (public 
holidays excepted). Please RSVP 
Rachel.Romney-Brown@cg.org.au
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NATION IN BRIEF 

THIS year’s Social Justice State-
ment from Australia’s bishops 
considers the nation’s economic 
priorities.

Everyone’s Business: Develop-
ing an inclusive and sustainable 
economy will be launched this 
month.

Produced by the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, it 
draws from the teachings of  Pope 
Francis and his predecessors to 
highlight how the exclusion of  
poor and vulnerable citizens from 
the benefits of  economic growth, 
reveals a lack of  justice in the eco-
nomic system itself. 

It reflects on new understand-
ings of  development in the spheres 
of  social and economic policy to 
highlight how the wellbeing of  
humans and all of  creation must 
be an economy’s central purpose. 

The statement calls for a new 
approach that prevents exclusion 
from the outset and engages all 
people as dignified contributors to 
sustainable and economic growth.

Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference President Archbishop 
Denis Hart said the statement was 
a response to calls by Pope Francis 
for economic justice for societies 

that are founded on justice, offer-
ing dignity and inclusion to every 
person.

“Australia has been fortunate to 
have enjoyed a quarter of  a century 
of  continuous growth,” he said.

“Yet not all Australians have 
experienced the benefits of  that 
good fortune.

“Inequality has been increasing, 
employment and working condi-
tions have become more insecure 
for many, unemployed people have 

to subsist on incomes well below 
the poverty levels and housing is 
becoming less and less affordable 
for buyers and renters.”

Copies of  the statement may 
be ordered through the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council 
website www.socialjustice.catholic.
org.au or by telephoning (02) 8306 
3499.

It will be available for download 
on the bishops conference website 
at www.catholic.org.au

Exclusion of the poor 
reveals lack of justice

WORLD IN BRIEF 

HOMELESS ON THE RISE
THE rate of homelessness in Australia is increasing 
Bishop Terence Brady, chairman of the Bishops 
Commission for Pastoral Life, said. Speaking during 
Homelessness Week, he said it extended “beyond our 
major cities to rural and regional Australia. On any given 
night in Australia 1 in 200 people are homeless.”
 
SUPPORT MANUS REFUGEES
PARRAMATTA Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM 
Conv has urged the Australian Government to provide 
support services for those on Manus Island who are 
awaiting a resolution to their situation. “The Australian 
Government needs to listen to the concerns of these 
people and treat them with dignity,”  
he said. 

‘NOT ENOUGH’ HELP ON POWER
JACK de Groot, CEO of the St Vincent de Paul Society 
NSW, was underwhelmed by the outcome of a recent 
meeting between Malcolm Turnbull and Australia’s larg-
est energy retailers: “It’s about better prices, not better 
offers,” he said. “Just notifying customers that there will 
be a change to their discount power plans is not 
enough.” 

WYD BAND TO PERFORM
REXBAND are playing at the Queanbeyan Bicentennial 
Hall on November 10 at 6pm. From India, Rexband have 
performed on the main stage at the last six WYDs. The 
production is a musical outreach of the Jesus Youth 
Movement. Go to www.rexband.org or email stalphonsa-
community@gmail.com

MONTH OF PRAYER FOR MISSION WORK
VATICAN CITY. Pope Francis has dedicated October 2019 
as a month of prayer and reflection for the missionary 
work of the Church. The announcement came as part of an 
audience with the Pope to conclude the annual General 
Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies. October 2019 
was chosen because of its proximity to the centenary an-
niversary of Pope Benedict XV’s November 1919 apostolic 
letter, Maximum Illud, calling for renewed missionary zeal 
following World War I.

PATHWAY OF JOY AND LOVE
NAPA, California (CNA/EWTN News). In a world that can 
sometimes seem disheartening, Christians have a path to 
the future in lives of joy and love, Archbishop Chaput said. 
“We can’t let the weight of the world crush the joy that’s our 
birthright by our rebirth in Jesus Christ through baptism,” 
he said.

DIVORCE ON THE RISE
LILONGWE, Malawi (CNA/EWTN News). Divorce rates in 
Malawi have increased in the past few years, leading the 
Catholic Church locally to emphasise the importance of 
family life and marriage preparation. “The family is under 
attack by many influences which the church must take 
seriously and address them,” Bishop Peter Musikuwa of 
Chikwawa said. 

DON’T SINK INTO FORTUNE-TELLING
VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN News). Pope Francis has 
warned against people putting their trust in horoscopes 
and fortune telling rather than Christ. Pointing to how Peter 
begins to sink when walking towards Jesus on the water, 
the Pope said the same thing can happen to people when 
they put their trust in false securities. “When we do not 
cling to the Word of the Lord, but consult horoscopes and 
fortune tellers, we begin to sink,” he said.

IN the Gospel (Matt 20:1-16) for this year’s Social 
Justice Sunday on September 24, Jesus tells the parable 
of the workers in the vineyard, where all become active 

contributors and are recognised for their human dignity. 
Social Justice Sunday liturgy notes as well as a Power-

Point presentation and resources for schools and social 
justice groups will be available at www.socialjustice.

catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statements

Regina a Lynch-pin
for Church’s charity
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The Papal rosary designed by the Vatican rosary 
makers will be sent out to all those who assist 
this cause and tick this box.
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Exclusion of the poor 
reveals lack of justice

THERE would be few people 
more qualified to comment on the 
state of  the Church in the world’s 
war-torn regions than Regina 
Lynch.

In 36 years as project director 
for Aid to the Church in Need, 
Miss Lynch has spent most of  
her life dealing with devastating 
human suffering.

This includes being close to 
extreme poverty, homelessness, 
violence and persecution for faith.

She says the current plight of  
the Christians in Iraq and Syria is 
as big a crisis as she has dealt with.

Based in Konigstein, 20 minutes 
north of  Frankfurt, Germany, she 
was in Canberra to visit Apostolic 
Nuncio Archbishop Adolfo Tito 
Camacho Yllana.

She also met with the Australian 
branch of  the charity, managed by 
Phillip Collignon.

Mr Collignon himself  has 
spent 27 years working for the 
organisation. 

It is a role that his father carried 
out for 20 years before him.

Miss Lynch said it was her 10-
day visit was her first to Australia.

“My time in Australia was brief, 
but packed full of  meetings; Aus-
tralians are very hospitable,” she 
said.

“It was wonderful being able 
to meet with benefactors and 
Catholic media outlets, informing 
them of  the ever present need 
for pastoral and humanitarian aid 
overseas.”

In her meeting with the 

Apostolic Nuncio, Miss Lynch 
discussed the situation of  Chris-
tians living in regions faced with 
ongoing corruption and turmoil.

“Although I had never previ-
ously met him before, I knew of  
His Excellency when he was the 
Nuncio in some of  the places 
where I have been on mission, 
including Pakistan and South 
America,” she said.

“He took great interest in what 
Aid to the Church in Need are do-
ing and offered his encouragement 
and support.”

Born and raised in Northern 
Ireland, Miss Lynch grew up amid 
political and religious unrest.

She gets home “approximately 
four times a year”.

She has practically given her 
whole life to Aid to the Church 
in Need and has no plans to retire 
soon.

“Our foremost duty is to pro-
vide spiritual and material work 
through the local Church to those 
who suffer persecution or repres-
sion for the sake of  their Christian 
faith,” she said.

“In all our project work, what is 
important for us is dialogue with 
the local Church.”

Aid to the Church in Need are 
on the ground in the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia and Oceania, Central 
and Eastern Europe and Latin 
America.

To learn more about what they 
do or to subscribe to their news-
letter Mirror, go to http://www.
aidtochurch.org/

Regina a Lynch-pin
for Church’s charity

Phillip Collignon, Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana and Regina Lynch at the  
Nunciature in Canberra. Picture: Supplied.

ENQUIRIES: Ph (02) 6201 9802 
Mail: GPO Box 89, Canberra 2601  Email: tribunal@cg.catholic.org.au

TRIBUNAL
of the Catholic Church

Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
Outreaching to all those who have experienced a 
marriage breakdown and question the validity of 
their first marriage as understood by the Church.

TWO long-serving employees 
of  the Archdiocese were farewelled 
as the organisation moved into its 
new home at St Christopher’s Cen-
tre, Manuka.

Employees and other members 
of  the Archdiocesan community 
gathered for a cocktail evening to 
see Matt Casey into retirement, and 
a morning tea was held for Marinko 
Ludovic.

Mr Ludovic worked for the 
Archdiocese for more than a de-
cade as grounds and maintenance 
officer at the Rheinberger Centre, 
Yarralumla.

Mr Casey spent nine years as the 
Institute for Professional Standards 
and Safeguarding (IPSS) Manager.

His departure comes in the 
lead-up to the Archdiocese and 
the nation recognising Child 
Protection Week (September 4 to 
10) and Child Protection Sunday 
(September 10). 

He played an integral role for 
the Archdiocese before during and 
after the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse where he prepared 
and accompanied Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse at the hearings 
in Sydney.

He was instrumental in coor-
dinating the Liturgy of  Lament as 
well as the Archbishop’s Listening 
Sessions.

At the farewell, Vicar General 
Fr Tony Percy spoke of  his long 

association with Mr Casey going 
back to 2003 and highlighted him 
as a faithful man to family, career, 
community and Church.

“I’ve known Matt for quite some 
time,” he said.

“Matt was in the parish of  Goul-
burn and I was after someone to 
head up the pastoral council.

“We chatted and I asked him 
to take up the job of  being head 
of  the pastoral council [because] I 
realized Matt had this terrific abil-
ity of  being able to bring people 
together.”

Fr Percy also spoke of  their 
time together in the parish when 

they hosted 1800 World Youth Day 
pilgrims bound for Sydney in 2008.

He congratulated Mr Casey on 
his career before wishing him and 
his family well. 

“You can look back at your 
career and be extremely proud,” 
he said.

In reply, Mr Casey paid tribute to 
the people he had worked alongside 
and said it was a joy to have worked 
for the Archdiocese.

He was supported on the night 
by wife Pam and daughters, Jen 
and Kate. He says he leaves the 
position of  IPSS Manager in the 
capable hands of  Maria Hicks.

Archdiocesan stalwarts farewelled

Matt Casey is farewelled by Helen Delahunty and Fr Tony Percy.



CLASSIFIEDS September 2017

    Classifieds
Cost: $10 for the first 30 words, and 50c for 
each additional word. Payment by cheque or 

credit card. Deadline: 15th of the month. 
Email: catholic.voice@cg.org.au

ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN

18 

much more.  All Canberra area, 
10% discount for pensioners.  
Free quotes. No job too big or 
too small. Call Luis Flores on 
0404 605 687 or (02) 6140 1317.

SINGING – If you can talk, you 
can sing. Lessons make singing 
easier. Experienced teacher. 
Varied styles: classical, sacred, 
musicals and popular. Phone 
Rosemary on (02) 6297 2974 or 
0414 228 618.

DENTAL WEETANGERA 
- Weetangera Family Dental 
Care for all dental treatment 
and dental emergencies. Quality 
and painless dental treatment. 
Address: 2 Weetangera Place, 
Weetangera,  ACT. Call (02) 6254 
4920 for an appointment.

DENTAL HARRISON – 
Newly opened. Experienced 
dentist and quality service. All 
types of dental services provided. 
Child friendly environment and 
friendly staff. Emergency dental 
service 24hr/day. Free parking 
available. Address: U95/11 Wim-
mera St Harrison ACT 2914. Call 
(02) 6152 9214 for an appoint-
ment. Email: reformcool 
@hotmail.com
 
HANDYMAN – and painting 
contractor. Small jobs specialist, 
services from: minor carpentry, 
plastering, tiling, fence repairs, 
painting, roofing, plumbing and 

HOLIDAYS

SERVICES

SELF-HELP GROUP

TO RENT

COOMA SOUTH - "QUIET 
AREA", 2 BR Villa available to 
rent. Suitable for seniors. Contact 
Roy 0413 185 696.

HARDEN MURRUMBUR-
RAH – Modern 2  b/r a/c 
townhouse. L/U garage, private, 
easy access to shops, churches, 
doctors and club. Set in a 
complex of 4. Apply with current 
references $180 p/w. Phone: (02) 
6386 2700

BROULEE – Spectacular views 
near beach, six-bedroom, three-
bathroom house, two-living 
areas, balcony with wonderful 

views, fully equipped, great for 
family groups, sleeps 14. Phone 
(02) 6257 1222; www.broulee-
beachhouse.com

CURRAJONG, JERVIS 
BAY – Fantastic house with six 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
rumpus. Sleeping 14 it’s ideal for 
two families to share. Stylishly 
redecorated mid 2010. 800m 
to beach. www.currajongbeach-
house.com.au

TUROSS HEADS – Ella 
May Holiday Flats. Renovated 
2 bedroom, walk to the beach. 
Fully equipped. Available all year. 
Weekends available. Off-season 
rates ranging from $150pn to 
$350pn. Contact Deidre on 0414 
597 619 or (02) 6278 5271. Visit 
www.ellamay.com.au

FOR SALE OR REPAIR

GARDEN – Bags of garden 
manure cow and sheep $6 a bag. 
Minimum order is five bags. Free 
delivery around the Canberra 
area. Phone Mark on 0427 053 
988 or email kellie.potts@
bigpond.com

KENWOOD – Chef food 
mixer $100, microwave from $50. 
Warranty for six months. Free 
quote for repairs. Will trade-in 
or buy microwaves or Kenwood 
mixers. Glass trays from $10. 
Phone John on (02) 6166 5512

CANON C5035 Photocopier/
Printer/Scanner/Fax
$200.00 or free to a parish or 
school. To be collected from 

COUNSELLING – Things not 
going to plan? Sometimes we 
need to talk to someone who can 
help. Maybe it is time to contact a 
professional at Counselling Solu-
tions ACT. Check out the website: 
www.actcounselling.com.au/

FREE – massage, hair-cut, nails, 
food, odd jobs etc as exchange 
or barter. Need new members 
so we can assist pensioners, low 
income, less fortunate etc. Join a 
parish friendship group – weekly 
activities, bus trips etc. Confiden-
tial 0403 050 960 anytime John.

Contact (02) 6239 9831

Favier House, Braddon. If inter-
ested please call (02) 6239 9801.

Furnished on non furnished  1BR 
apartment in Flemington Road. 
Short walk to Gungahlin Market 
opposite to the future light rail. 
Ph: 0421544878.

RENT OR SALE
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Anticipation is mounting at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Cootamundra 
as it edges closer to the solemn 
celebrations of  the centenary of  
its magnificent church. 

A big weekend is planned on 
October 21 and 22, as Sacred 
Heart Church, on Morris Street, 
marks 100 years. 

“One hundred years is a mile-
stone and we can only imagine the 
sacrifices the early pioneers made 
to nurture the Parish,” said Parish 
Priest Fr Joshy Kurien.

“We are literally standing on 
their shoulders and enjoying the 
fruits of  their labours.

“So much has happened over 
these hundred years and there 
has been so much growth and 
development. 

“In every sense, this centenary 
year is a year of  thanksgiving and 
renewal.”

The history of  the church goes 
back to when Dean O’Shaughnessy, 
the parish priest at the time, de-
cided to upsize from the initial St 
Columba’s Church, which was built 
in 1879 when Fr Patrick Dunne 
was in charge, and now serves as 
a school hall.

Dean O’Shaughnessy would 
go on to build the new church of  
cathedral size and consideration, 
mainly due to the growing num-
ber of  worshipping Catholics and 

of  the fact that a new diocese in 
the southern part of  NSW was 
needed. 

The Diocese of  Wagga Wagga 
was formed the following year.

Sacred Heart Church Coota-
mundra, was completed on June 25 
1916, just months after the church’s 
foundation stone was blessed by 
Bishop Gallagher, then Bishop of  
Goulburn, on February 8.

In the lead up to the main 
weekend in October, the par-
ish has undertaken a number of  
spiritual and cultural activities, with 
parish ministry groups having a 
number of  renewal programs and 
workshops. 

A parish trivia night was held 
on July 22. 

The art show of  local young 
talent on Saturday, August 20, and 
the Centenary Black and White 
Ball at the Cootamundra Town 
Hall on Saturday, September 3, 
were expected to generate a lot of  
interest.

Day one of  final celebrations 
will get under way on Friday, Oc-
tober 21, where priests who have 
served in the parish will gather for 
lunch at 1pm. 

At 6pm, the Sacred Heart com-
munity will flock to the church, 
where Vicar General Fr Tony Percy 
will preside at First Holy Commu-
nion Mass.

Afterwards in front of  invited 
guests, the parish will launch a 

centenary magazine at 7.30pm.
“I thought the appreciation and 

recording of  the last 100 years can 
best be exhibited by the publica-
tion of  a magazine, which carries 
lots of  photos with some stories 
and descriptions,” Fr Joshy said. 

The final day of  celebrations 
on Saturday, October 22, will 
begin with an 8am cemetery visit 
as way of  remembering former 
parishioners.

“I believe that all the priests, 
the religious men and women, the 
laity who have served God’s people 
here at this church over these past 
100 years and who have preceded 
us through the door of  death into 
Eternity, are rejoicing and celebrat-
ing with us,” Fr Joshy said.

Centenary celebrations will con-
clude with Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse, conferring the Sacrament 
of  Confirmation to candidates at 

5pm Mass on Saturday evening. 
A parish barbecue and 200 club 

ticket draw will follow directly after 
the Confirmation Mass.

“In these last three years I have 
learned that Sacred Heart, this 
massive church, means a lot to a 
great many people,” Fr Joshy said

“We are looking forward to wel-
coming all-comers past and pres-
ent to be a part of  this incredible 
celebration.”

Coota’s thanks for centenary of faith 

He might have been in the ACT 
for a short time, but Canberra’s 
new Syro-Malabar Parish Priest, 
Fr Mathew Kunnappillil, says he 
has been well and truly embraced 
by the wider community.

“I feel very happy here,” he said.
“It is my first overseas mis-

sion, but the people here have 
been very welcoming and it has 
been a smooth transition from 
the subcontinent. I like the calm 
atmosphere of  Canberra,”

Like the majority of  Syro-Mala-
bar people, he hails from Kerala in 
Southern India, where St Thomas 
the Apostle brought the faith in 
52 AD. He  was ordained in the 
Syro-Malabar rite after spending 11 
years in formation.

Since taking over from Fr 
Varghese Vavolil, he hasn’t found 
much time to engage with his 
hobbies which include soccer, 
volleyball, cricket and stamp col-
lecting, however he has made rid-
ing around Lake Burley Griffin a 
semi-regular pastime.

Fr Kunnappillil is looking 
forward to building up the blos-
soming St Alphonsa Syro-Malabar 
community parish. 

“Fr Vavovil was in Canberra for 
10 years,” he said. “When he came 
to Canberra there were just four 
Syro-Malabar families and now 
there are 300 families.”

The community is looking for-
ward to celebrating the parish feast 
on October 2.

Women  
get the 
call to
connect

Parish Priest Fr Joshy Kurien outside Sacred Heart Church ahead of its centenary celebrations. Picture: Supplied

By John McLaurin

Warm welcome for  
Syro-Malabar priest

Nearly 50 women from 
Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass, 
Goulburn and Braidwood 
attended the Call to Connect 
ministry day retreat. 

The theme of  the retreat at 
the Red Hill Carmelite Monas-
tery was “Open the Door of  
your Hearts”.

Women enjoyed talks, dis-
cussion groups, reflection time, 
reconciliation and Mass, as well 
as opportunities for socialising 
and meeting new friends.

Judy Bowe from the Mis-
sionaries of  God’s Love gave 
an amusing account of  her 
faith awakening in her talk 
“Faith as an experience of  
Gods Love”.

Fr Steve Fletcher MGL 
gave examples from his own 
life when speaking on “The 
response of  faith, reconcilia-
tion and God’s mercy”.

Coordinators Anne Woods 
and Bronnie Schlager gave a 
talks on “Jesus is Lord” and 
“Our vocation as a lay person” 
respectively. Anne Hartwell 
and Kim Hofmeier each gave 
a reflection.

Call to Connect is a 
women's ministry based in the 
Archdiocese.

For more information go to  
www.calltoconnect.org

The Archdiocese lost one of  its 
few Canberra-born priests with the 
death on August 11 of  Fr Adrian 
James Cork. He was 85.

Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse was principal celebrant at 
the requiem Mass in St Christo-
pher’s Cathedral) with Archbishop 
Emeritus Francis Carroll and 
Bishop Pat Power concelebrating 
along with a large contingent of  
priests.

Archbishop Prowse welcomed 
two of  Fr Cork’s seminary class-
mates, Fr Wilf  Plunkett, of  Wagga 
Wagga, and Fr Kevin Flynn, who 
gave the homily on the day.

In his homily, Fr Flynn spoke 

Archdiocese loses part of Canberra connection

On Monday, October 3, the 
Holy Spirit Secular Franciscan fra-
ternity of  Canberra (Third Order 
Franciscans) will be celebrating the 
transitus of  St Francis of  Assisi. 

On this day Franciscans 
throughout the world will gather 
to celebration the last moments 

of  St Francis’ life, commemorat-
ing his transition from earthly life 
into heaven. 

From the earliest days of  the 
Franciscan Order, the followers 
of  St Francis have gathered on 
the anniversary of  his death to 
celebrate his transitus. The story 

of  his passing is read.
This short celebration will be 

held at St Augustine church Far-
rer, commencing at 7:30pm, and 
followed by a supper. 

For more information please 
call Tony on 0416 704 085, or 
email to  tonybozz@yahoo.com 

Franciscans around the world celebrate

Canberra’s Syro-Malabar Parish Priest Fr Mathew Kunnappillil Picture: John 
McLaurin

By John McLaurin
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Our	after	hours	emergency	dental	

	

	

	

	

We offer Bulk billing for treatment of your children under Child 
Dental Benefit Medicare Schedule.	

	 	
	

	

	 	

Call	any	time	for	
an	appointment	

6254	4920	

	

New	patients	
welcome!	

Free	
Parking	

	

Phone	02	61529214	 Unit	95,11	Wimmera	Street,	
Harrison,	ACT,	2614	

		Opening	Hours:	 Weekdays:	9am-	5pm	
Saturday:	9am	–1pm	

	

	

Anytime	for	Dental	
Emeency	

Our	Dentists:	
Dr.	P.	Rayappu		BDS,	Dip	Clin	
Dent	Oral	Med,	DipGrad	(Otago),	
NZDREX	
Dr.	M.	Packianathan	BDS	
(Otago),	FRACDS	

Mrs	Lynn	Keyworth	
Dental	Therapist		(Saturdays)	
Dr	Shanthi	Tatineni	BDS	
	

For	

♦ After hours emergency dental care 
♦ Professional tooth whitening 
♦ Custom made mouth guards  
♦ Attention to Oral Medicine and  
     pre-cancerous lesions 
♦ Dental care for children 
♦ All aspects of General Dentistry 

Our	after	hours	emergency	dental	
care	for:		

♦ Trauma  
♦ Pain 
♦ Swellings 
♦ Wisdom teeth 
♦ Broken dentures or crowns  
					Phone	02	62544920	,61529214	
					(subject	to	Dentist	availability)	

Reform	Dental	Care	
Unit	95,11	Wimmera	Street,	Harrison,	ACT,	2614	

	

Weetangera	Family	Dental	Care,	Ph:62544920	
Unit	2	Weetangera	Place,	Weetangera	2614,	ACT	

For	dental	Emergency	Call	61529214	



    

FREE – massage, hair-cut, nails, 
food, odd jobs etc as exchange 
or barter. Need new members 
so we can assist pensioners, low 
income, less fortunate etc. Join a 
parish friendship group – weekly 
activities, bus trips etc. Confiden-
tial 0403 050 960 anytime John.
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SOUTH KOREAN Bishop 
Lazzaro You Heung Sik, has a real 
affinity with Canberra.

He recently visited the Ko-
rean Catholic community for the 
fourth time and met with chaplain 
Fr Thomas Jin and Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse.

Last year, Archbishop Prowse 
visited Bishop Lazzaro in his 
home Diocese of  Daegon.

He spoke of  the Archdiocese 
and the Diocese of  Daegon being 
sister dioceses.

On his recent visit, Bishop La-
zzaro said he was delighted with 
the Korean Catholic community’s 
progress, and listened to and 
learned their main concerns.

“Most of  the concerns centred 
on visa and immigration restric-
tions of  the South Korean people, 
coming to and from Australia,” he 
said.

“I was able to offer some en-
couragement to members.”

Bishop Lazzaro spent time 
praying with Archbishop Prowse 

in the crypt of  the Cathedral and 
at the Woden Cemetery.

Canberra is the final resting 
place for two important hidden 
figures in the recognition of  South 
Korea as an independent country.

Eris O’Brien, archbishop of  
the Archdiocese between 1953 
and 1967, is buried in the crypt. 
Dr Herbert Vere Evatt, president 
of  the United Nations Assembly 
in 1948, is buried at Woden. 

Both men contributed in a 
small but significant way to the 
acceptance of  South Korea into 
the United Nations and the greater 
international community.

This little-known fact was re-
vealed recently in an article titled, 
‘Diplomatic Efforts and the UN in 
the establishment of  the Republic 
of  Korea’ by Prof  Dong-hyun 
Huh, director of  the Kyung-Hee 
University Korean Institute of  
Modern History.

It was written for the 30th 
edition of  the Soong-Sil Uni-
versity Historical Review, which 

celebrated 50 years of  diplomatic 
relations between South Korea 
and the Vatican.

The article highlights the 
previously glossed-over role by 
the Vatican in the international 
recognition of  South Korean in-
dependence and sovereignty.

On their latest exchange, 
Archbishop Prowse was also able 
to show Bishop Lazzaro through 
the newly completed St Christo-
pher’s Pastoral Centre building at 
Manuka.

It struck a chord with the visit-
ing bishop, so much so, that he 
requested photographs to be sent 
to him in South Korea upon his 
return.

Fr Jin, a keen photographer, 
was able to take some photographs 
of  his own.

South Korean bishop visits community

Polish envoy farewelled

 Bishop Lazzaro and Archbishop Prowse pray before the grave of Dr Evatt at 
the Woden Cemetery. Picture: Supplied.

Canberra’s Korean Catholic com-
munity celebrate Mass each Sunday 
at St Vincent’s Church, Aranda from 
midday.

CATHOLICS across the 
Archdiocese can take inspi-
ration from Blessed Peter 
To Rot as they celebrate 
Catechist Sunday..

As a catechist, Bl Peter 
was strongly committed to 
the teachings of  the Catholic 
Church. His life was hon-
oured in Canberra when 
about 80 people attended 
Mass in St John the Apostle 
Church, Kippax, to celebrate 
his feast day.

Organised by Canberra’s 

Papua New Guinean Chris-
tian community, Mass was 
followed by lunch, which 
featured a range of  favourite 
and traditional PNG dishes.

Fr Isaac Koi MSC reflected 
on the life of  Bl Peter, who 

was known for promoting 
traditional marriage, while 
teaching against polygamy.

Fr Koi recommended Fr 
Adrian Meaney’s book ‘Sin-
cere Gift of  Self ’. Bl Peter 
was martyred for his faith 
during World War II and was 
beatified by St Pope John 
Paul II on January 17, 1995.

PNG Acting High Com-
missioner to Australia Sakias 
Tameo spoke on the day of  
the importance of  the com-
munity coming together. 

Fr Isaac Koi MSC

CANBERRA’S Polish Catholic commu-
nity and the Archdiocese has farewelled Pol-
ish Ambassador to Australia Pawel Milewski.

On his goodbye rounds, Mr Milewski 
thanked Archbishop Christopher Prowse and 
the Archdiocese for their support.

Before returning to his home country, the 
ambassador took time out to tour the new 
St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre, alongside 
ACT Polish Catholic chaplain Fr Edmund 
Budzilowicz.

The ACT Polish Catholic community is 
based at the St Pope John Paul II Centre, 
which opened in Goyder Street, Narrabun-
dah in 1993. 

Mass is celebrated there on Saturdays at 
6pm and Sundays at 11am. Polish Mass is 

also celebrated at St Gregory’s Church in 
Queanbeyan each Sunday at 8am.

Last month on August 14, the parish 
celebrated the feast of  St Maximillian Kolbe. 
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Inspired by Blessed Peter

Pawel Milewski with Archbishop Prowse.  
Picture: Jeanine Doyle.


