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3. Mission of Dialogue and 
Co-Responsibility

ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN

(i) CO-RESPONSIBILITY
“Co-responsibility” was a key 

word that the Fathers of  the 
Vatican II Council (1962-1965) 
used immediately on returning to 
their dioceses in 1965. It seemed 
to them a pastoral key to unlock 
all that had been discussed and 
promulgated over the years of  
intense listening to the Holy 
Spirit. It is a key term for us all 
as we make the journey to the 
Plenary Council.

The understanding of  
co-responsibility is that every 
baptised Catholic is called to take 
up their identity as “missionary 
disciples”, as Pope Francis would 
describe it. All have a missionary 
role to live out in some way and 
at some level. We exercise this 
role in communion with the 
whole Church. It means taking 
seriously the Sacrament of  
Baptism as the gateway into the 
missionary life of  the Church in 
the modern world.

Even today the words “mis-
sionary” and “evangelisation” 
are so misunderstood by many 
Australian Catholics. For many 
it implies some form of  prosely-
tism – a type of  forcing people 
to convert into the Catholic 
Church. In fact, Catholic teach-
ing for several generations now 

has insisted that true missionary 
activity is the opposite of  such 
an aggressive pastoral strategy. 
Several more recent Popes have 
used a lovely expression: that 
Catholics are to “propose” and 
never “impose” the Faith on 
others.

(ii) DOUBLE MISSION
A double mission is involved 

here. 
First, we are to propose Jesus 

to the world and preach the 
Good News of  the Kingdom of  
God. This can be done verbally 
when appropriate and asked for. 
Moreso, it is to be a non-verbal 
proclamation. As St Francis of  
Assisi is reported to have said: 
“Preach the Gospel at all times 
and when necessary use words.”

Secondly, there is a social 
mission involved here. Pope 
Francis stresses this aspect so 
much. He talks of  the mission to 
the “peripheries” and famously 
uses the image of  the Church as 
“a field hospital in the battle field 
of  life. It is a pastoral mission of  
co-responsibility to reach out the 
healing and helping arm of  us all 
to the marginalised. It is the poor 
Jesus who we serve in the poor.

We must never underestimate 
the incredible pastoral efforts of  

generations of  devoted Catholics 
in Australia in the areas, for 
example, of  education, health 
and social services. Here the 
social mission of  the Church 
continues to shine brightly. It is 
hard to imagine the Archdiocese 
of  Canberra and Goulburn 
without their heroic efforts 
in living out their Baptisms in 
past and present times. What 
can be said of  our future social 
mission in Australia and in our 
Archdiocese?

(iii) DIALOGUE
Catholics choose the path of  

dialogue in living out their mis-
sionary vocations. Often applied 
to the way we relate to other 
religions, but illuminating for all 
types of  evangelisation, dialogue 
is based on three fundamental 
and simple foundations.

First, there is the duty to 
respect our identity and the 
identity of  the other. When 
we dialogue with others there 
is mutual respect. There is no 
future in demanding that others 
respect me without a mutual 
willingness to respect the sincere 
opinions of  others. This requires 
a deep listening to each other and 
not simply a hearing of  the other.

Secondly, there must be the 

courage to accept differences. 
Just because someone has a 
different opinion to me does 
not mean they are to be treated 
as enemies. In the Australian 
context of  rampant ideological 
clashes in all public debates, 
this is sadly eclipsed in vigorous 
discussion. May this never be the 
case in our diocesan and national 
discussions leading towards the 
Plenary Council.

Thirdly, sincere intentions 
are needed so that we do not 
harbour specific end goals to 
our discussions before they 
even start. No doubt from the 
Plenary Council and our own lo-
cal discussions specific proposals 
will emerge for pastoral action. 
Yet the journey to these pastoral 
plans and our accompanying 
each other is just as important as 
any arising definite plans them-
selves. They must be the fruit of  
our deep listening in humility to 
each other and not “the hidden 
agenda” of  particular groups. 
This latter approach is manipula-
tive and unworthy of  missionary 
disciples. We are to trust that 
co-responsibility will ultimately 
give rise to the grace of  the 
fruits and the gifts of  the Holy 
Spirit needed for the pastoral way 
forward.

DEAR Friends in Christ,
This is the third theological/pastoral reflection I wish to offer for your prayerful consideration regarding the Australian 
Plenary Council (2020-2021). For the other reflections please see the March and April 2018 editions of Catholic Voice.    

Where angels long to look …(1 
Peter 1:12)
 

ANGEL’S are God’s mes-
sengers and God’s warriors. Our 
Guardian Angel helps us in the 
tremendous work of  saving our 
immortal soul.  Guardian Angels 
pray for us and with us. They of-
fer our prayers, our suffering and 
our good desires to the throne 
of  God. Our Guardian Angel 
will not rest until the day our 
soul is introduced into Paradise, 
where it will share with us the 
never-ending hymn of  praise and 
thanksgiving to Jesus, Lord of  
Heaven. 

The recent Mothers Prayers 
retreat gave us time to rest, to 
contemplate, to talk, to heal and 

to experience God’s love.  The 
group came together with a sense 
of  peace and joy, anticipating the 
blessings of  Our Lord. During 
the weekend there were interest-
ing and informative talks and 
reflections as well as the oppor-
tunity for times of  solitude and 
community. We celebrated Mass 
each day and had a beautiful 
healing service with Reconcilia-
tion.  The mothers were blessed 
to receive the well-deserved 
hospitality and care of  everyone 
at St Clement’s Galong.  

One participant emailed after 
the retreat saying “the serenity 
and beauty of  the weekend have 
permeated the days following 
and encouraged me as I have 
taken time to reflect.”

A time for mothers to talk and heal

WEDNESDAY, 2 3.00pm 
Australian Catholic University AGM, 
North Sydney

THURSDAY, 3-10 Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, North 
Sydney
6.30pm Serra Club 40th Anniversary 
Mass, Holy Trinity Church, Curtin

FRIDAY, 11 9.00am Blessing St 
Michael’s Primary School/Opening of 
Greenhouse

SATURDAY, 12 6.00pm Mass, St 
Jude’s Holder

SUNDAY, 13 11.00am Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral
6.00pm Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity Service, ACCC Chapel, Barton

MONDAY, 14 - 17 Clergy 
Assembly, Galong 5.30pm 
Australian Catholic University, 
Leaders Formation Network Launch, 
St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre

FRIDAY, 18 11.00am Opening of St 
Vincent de Paul Shop front, Cooleman 
Court, Weston Creek

SATURDAY, 19 6.00pm Mass, St 
Matthew’s Page

SUNDAY, 20 11.00am 
Confirmation Mass, St Christopher’s 
Cathedral
6.00pm Mass, St Benedict’s, 
Narrabundah

WEDNESDAY, 23 9.30am Good 
Shepherd Primary Confirmation 
Retreat Day, Amaroo

THURSDAY, 24 9.00am Faith 
Formation with REC’s Primary School, 
St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre
12.30pm Ecumenical Luncheon, 
Archbishop’s House
 5.30pm Australian Catholic 
University, ACT Chapter meeting

SATURDAY, 26 6.00pm Mass, St 
Anthony’s Wanniassa

SUNDAY, 27 11.00am Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

TUESDAY, 29 6.30am National 
Prayer Breakfast, Old Parliament 
House
6.00pm  Confirmation Mass, Holy 
Spirit Parish, Burdekin Avenue, 
Amaroo

WEDNESDAY, 30 6.00pm 
Confirmation Mass, Holy Spirit Parish, 
Burdekin Avenue, Amaroo

THURSDAY, 31 6.00pm Con-
firmation Mass, Holy Spirit Parish, 
Burdekin Avenue, Amaroo

Mothers Prayers group at their recent retreat held at St Clement’s Retreat 
Centre. Picture: Supplied.

TRAFFIC between 
Narrabundah and Manuka 
came to a halt on November 
15 as a crowd of almost 100 
Catholics took part in the 
annual Eucharistic procession 
from St Benedict’s Church to 
St Christopher’s Cathedral.

Fr Ken Barker MGL, who 
carried the Blessed Sacrament 
during the journey, and several 
Missionaries of  God’s Love 
seminarians, who carried the 
pilgrim statue of Our Lady 
Help of  Christians, led the 
procession.

Participants recited the 
Rosary and several litanies 
during the procession, as well 
as singing a number of Marian 
hymns. 

The event finished with 
Benediction at the Cathedral, 
followed by Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse.

It was the 14th time such a 
procession has been held in the 
nation’s capital, with the first 
taking place in 2002.

Organiser Brian Curtis said 
the procession went smoothly 
and that he was grateful for 
pleasant weather once again.

“It was great to have the 
Archbishop’s support again, 
along with the ever present 
help of the Missionaries of 
God’s Love, without whom the 
procession could not be run,” 
he said. 

“Some Catholics may see 

St Stephen
December 26

St Stephen’s name means 
‘crown’, and he was the 
first disciple of Jesus to 
receive the martyr’s crown. 
Stephen was a deacon in the 
early Christian Church. The 
apostles had found that they 
needed helpers to look after 
the care of the widows and 
the poor. So they ordained 
seven deacons, and Stephen is the most famous of these.
God worked many miracles through St Stephen and he 
spoke with such wisdom and grace that many of his hear-
ers became followers of Jesus. The enemies of Jesus were 
furious to see how successful Stephen’s preaching was. 
They could not answer his wise arguments, so they got men 
to lie about him, saying he had spoken sinfully against God. 
St Stephen faced that great assembly of enemies without 
fear. The saint spoke about Jesus, showing that he was the 
saviour God had promised to send. He scolded his enemies 
for not having believed in Jesus. At that, they rose up in 
great anger and shouted at him. But Stephen looked up to 
heaven and said that he saw the heavens opening and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. His hearers dragged St 
Stephen outside the city of Jerusalem and stoned him to 
death. The saint fell to his knees and begged God not to 
punish his enemies for killing him. After such an expression 
of love, the holy martyr went to his heavenly reward.  
       - CATHOLIC ONLINE

DEAR people of  God in the 
Archdiocese of  Canberra and 
Goulburn.

The Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy (December 8, 
2015 - November 20, 2016) 
is upon us. I sense a growing 
awareness of this in the par-
ishes. Parish groups are decid-
ing upon practical pastoral 
approaches. They are reading 
Pope Francis’ foundational 
document on the Year of Mercy 
(Misericordiae Vultus). My own 
pastoral letter on Mercy is also 
available (November’s Catholic 
Voice). All of this has my every 
encouragement and support.

At the same time, we have 
now entered the Advent li-
turgical season, as we ready 
ourselves for the great feast of 
Christmas. During this time, 
we are continuing to receive 
summary reports of  the Octo-
ber Synod of  Bishops in Rome 

on family life. I read one such 
report recently. It was from 
one of  the Italian Archbishops 
who assisted in organising the 
Synod. He offered three words, 
which he felt summarised the 
discussions.

(1) Accompaniment: Rather 
than condemn, we are to ac-
company mercifully family life 
today in all its challenges and 
situations. 

(2) Healing: Healing discern-

ment is to be offered to families 
today. As the entire Church is 
made up of  families in all their 
forms, we serve family life by 
assisting them to discern and 
heal the many issues that daily 
they encounter.

(3) Conversion: Turning 
back to the Lord in repent-
ance is at the very centre of  the 
Christian life. It is an encounter 
of  the Lord’s tenderness. It is 

God’s loving kindness offered 
to all as a gift of  grace. This 
is so often a step by step and 
gradual return to the God of 
all mercies.

Let us keep these three 
points in mind in 2016 during 
our deanery regional gather-
ings on the topic of  ‘Mercy in 
Marriage and Family Life’.

When I reflect carefully on 
the above and given the fact 
that the Christmas season is so 

near, my mind focuses on Mary, 
the Mother of  God. She seems 
to embody the merciful accom-
paniment suggested above. The 
Holy Family, as always, shows 
us the way forward.

Mary’s “Yes” at the Annun-
ciation accompanies Jesus, our 
saviour, and his merciful entry 
into this world.

In Mary’s visitation to her 
cousin Elizabeth, she becomes, 

as Pope St John Paul II ob-
served, a living tabernacle who 
carries Jesus in her womb in a 
kind of  first ever Eucharistic 
procession.

In the birth of  Jesus at Beth-
lehem, Mary is observed as 
presenting her first born Son to 
the world, to humble shepherds 
and wise men from the East.

Throughout his entire life, 
Jesus is, in one form or another, 
accompanied by his mother. 
We think particularly of  Cana 
to Calvary.

So, in this Advent/Christmas 
season, let us imitate Mary and 
with great mercy in our hearts, 
accompany Jesus, the source of 
all mercy, into the challenges of 
our everyday lives.

I pray for you all at Christ-
mas time. May “the loving 
kindness of  the heart of  our 
God” (Luke 1:78) bless you and 
all members of  your family, es-
pecially the ones who struggle 
the most, with the joy and hope 
of  Christmas. Enjoy any holi-
days that may be forthcoming. 
May the merciful Lord bless 
you throughout 2016. 

     
Archbishop Christopher Prowse

Catholic Archbishop of 
Canberra and Goulburn
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A time for merciful accompaniment
December 2015

December 1st   
6.30pm Catechist Mass - Mary Help 
of Christians Parish, Pearce
 
December 3rd
5.30pm Public forum: ‘Uniting or 
Dividing? Christians and Muslims in 
our globalised world’ - Chapel at 
ACCC, Barton

December 4th  
10.30am Volunteers Day - 
CatholicCare offices, Blackfriars
1.30pm Visit to Alexander 
Maconochie Centre
6pm Cathedral Parish Christmas 
party for volunteers - Rheinberger 
Centre, Yarralumla

December 5th  
6pm Canberra Malayalees 
Association Christmas gathering - 
Performing Arts Centre, Namadgi 
School, Kambah

December 6th  
8.30am Confirmation Mass - St 
Columbkille Parish, Jindabyne

December 7th 
12.30pm Clergy Christmas BBQ - 
Archbishop’s House

December 8th  
12.15pm Mass - Opening of the Year 
of Mercy and blessing of pilgrims - St 
Christopher’s Cathedral
5.30pm Book launch: Lay People in the 
Asian Church, by Dr Peter Hai - ACU, 
Blackfriars Garden, Watson

December 10th  
9.30am Advent Reflection with 
Archbishop Prowse - Rheinberger 
Centre, Yarralumla

December 11th  
10.30am CEO end of year Mass - St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

December 13th  
11am Jubilee Year of Mercy 
blessing of Holy Door/Jubilee 
Mass for Fr Tony Percy and 
Fr John Armstrong - St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

December 20th  
11am Mass and admission 
to candidacy of Namora 
Anderson for sacred orders - 
St Christopher’s Cathedral

December 24th
Christmas Vigil Mass - St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

December 25th
11am Christmas Day Mass - 
St Christopher’s Cathedral
12.30pm Clergy Christmas lunch - 
Archbishop’s House

Archbishop 
Christopher’s 

Diary 

December 
Feast Days

3 December St Francis 
Xavier
4 December St John 
Damascene
7 December St Ambrose
8 December THE 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9 December St Juan Diego
11 December St Damasus I
12 December Our Lady of 
Guadalupe
14 December St John of the 
Cross
21 December St Peter 
Canisius
23 December St John of 
Kanty
25 December THE 
NATIVITY OF THE LORD
26 December St Stephen
27 December THE HOLY 
FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 
AND JOSEPH
28 December The Holy 
Innocents
29 December St Thomas 
Becket
31 December St Sylvester I

FEAST DAY OF THE MONTH

In this Advent/Christmas season, 
let us imitate Mary and with great 
mercy in our hearts, accompany 
Jesus, the source of all mercy, into the 
challenges of our everyday lives.
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2018 Marian Procession

Procession stirs century of memories

Apply now for midyear 
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ACU student

THIS  year’s annual Marian 
Pilgrimage and Procession at 
St Clement’s Retreat Centre in 
October will take on extra sig-
nificance with the Redemptorist 
Order celebrating its centenary at 
Galong.

“St Clement’s was established 
in 1918, with the Apostolic 
Nuncio of  the day opening the 
Monastery,” event organiser 
Deacon Matt Ransom said.

“To mark this special occasion 
and to link in with this historic 
relationship, Archbishop Adolfo 
Yllana, the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Australia, will be the principal 
celebrant and Marian preacher.”

Archbishop Yllana will be 
joined on the day by Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse.

Deacon Ransom says being a 
significant occasion, the Marian 
Procession will have a particular 
focus on giving thanks to 
Jesus for this holy place and the 
Redemptorists’ presence in the 
Archdiocese.

“Over many decades, the 

procession at Galong has 
gathered tens of  thousands of  
Catholics from across Australia,” 
he said.

“It is rapidly growing and is a 
wonderful family day of  prayer, 
feasting and celebration.”

During the day there will be 
the opportunity for Mass, the 
Sacrament of  Confession, to pray 
the Rosary, a procession to the 
grotto and to be inspired by the 
speakers. In addition, the Catholic 
Church is in the midst of  the 

worldwide Year of  Youth, which 
was declared by Pope Francis. 
To facilitate this focus, the day 
of  prayer and celebrations will 
begin at 8.30am with a Youth 
Pilgrimage from Galong Village 
to St Clement’s. The hour-long 

prayer walk will take place with 
an Icon of  the Holy Family and a 
large Cross, being carried by the 
young people of  the Archdiocese 
and Archbishop Prowse. “Last 
year’s procession turned out to be 
a wonderful multicultural family 
day of  prayer and festivities,” 
Deacon Ransom  said. We were 
bathed in beautiful spring weather 
and our numbers were close to 
700 pilgrims from a variety of  
parishes, movements and ethnic 
backgrounds.”

“We would love members 
of  every Parish, every com-
munity and every school to be 
represented at our 2018 Marian 
Procession.” 

The Marian Procession is on 
Sunday, October 14 at St Clem-
ent’s Retreat Centre, Galong. 
It will start with Confession at 
10.30am, followed by Mass at 
11.30am and multicultural lunch 
at 12.30, with the procession to 
the Grotto beginning at 2pm. 

For more information go to 
http://cgcatholic.org.au/marian/
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Lisa seeks strength amid the lows
Mother’s Day Special

LONELY is how Lisa* best 
describes her current situation in 
Canberra ahead of  Mother’s Day 
this year.

“I am sure this is the same for 
single mothers everywhere,” the 
22 year-old said.

“The challenges of  living 
in Canberra as a single mother 
definitely focus around financial 
stress [and] not being able to 
experience the freedoms that 
many people take for granted 
such as having a car.”

Lisa* has lived in the ACT 
for the past five years and is the 
main carer of  her two-year old 
son Joey*.

“I just adore him, he is the 
greatest gift,” she said.

“Having children is the 
greatest joy one can experience, 
however raising children by your-
self  can be incredibly isolating.”

She laments not being able to 
share the highs and lows of  daily 
life but says she draws incredible 
amounts of  strength from her 
Catholicism.

Typically each Sunday she 
attends the 11am Mass at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral. 

“I have always considered my-
self  Catholic but never realised 
how vital is was to my life until 
my separation,” she said.

“My mother and my maternal 
grandmother are strong Catholics 
and I will be forever grateful to 
them for the faith and values 
they have instilled in me.

“I read recently ‘If  God gives 
you the burden, he will give you 
the strength’ and I think about 
that a lot in my daily life. 

“My Patron Saint is Mary, and 
I think of  her often in times of  
duress.”

The mother-of-one knows a 
thing or two about endurance 
and duress.

She recently completed 39 
kilometres of  a 42km marathon 
and is open about drawing 
strength from the Mother of  
God when she feels she has used 
her own.

“Tempers can often run short 

as I’m sure anyone who has 
raised a toddler will understand,” 
she said.

“Then I think of  Mary, in all 
her greatness, and you can never 
imagine her losing her temper 
and scolding Jesus.” 

Originally from a small city 
in rural New South Wales, 
Lisa* confides that she finds 

the demographic of  Canberra 
difficult in that not many people 
seem to understand the difficul-
ties of  surviving on a pension as 
a single mother.

For more than a year she was 
on a single parent payment from 
Centrelink with the addition of  a 
few other smaller benefits total-
ling around $1100 a fortnight.

All this while paying almost 
$1800 a month in rent.

“Attempting to make progress 
in that financial situation is a 
constant burden on the mind,” 
she said.

“After living costs, bills, 
groceries and nappies etc; there is 
very little for savings let alone for 
activities such as travel.”

Lisa* says on more than one 
occasion that she has tried to 
associate with other mothers 
with children of  the same age as 
her son.

“We cannot relate to each 
other,” she said.

“It almost becomes a competi-
tion in who can spend the most 
on their child, a competition 
in which I have no interest in 
participating in.”

Despite the hardships, Lisa* 
insists that her family continue 
to provide excellent support 
alongside that of  other Catholic 
women whom she is in regular 
contact with.

“Both my mother and older 
sister have been single mothers 
and they understand the pres-
sures that can arise,” she said.

“However they do not live in 
the state so having support that 
is physically present is hard to 
come by as are mothers groups 
with good values that are focused 
on the moral upbringing of  
their children and not just their 
material provisions.”

She speaks highly of  her 
maternal grandmother’s loving 
gentleness.

“Everything from plants to 
children, seem to thrive in her 
presence,” she said.

“I wish to replicate that in my 
own life.” 

Apart from the support of  her 
family, Lisa* says she finds plenty 
encouragement through Catholic 
Mothers pages online.

“They often have anecdotes 
and useful information along 
with a worldwide prayer plat-
form,” she said.

“Facebook can be helpful at 
times as people from all walks of  
life have access and can provide 
a vast array of  opinions on all 
things mothering.”

Amidst the optimistic outlook 
however, for Lisa the reality is 
often stark.

“Even the happiest of  days 
can feel sad when you don’t 
have a companion to share those 
moments with,” she says.

“And when there are tough 
days, as there always will be, it 
can be completely defeating as 
there is no one close by to pick 
you up when you fall.”

*Not their real names.
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Selina’s really ‘just a big kid’ herself                                                   
SHE MIGHT have been the 

ACT Barnardos Mother of  the 
Year last year but nobody calls 
Selina Walker Mum.

“I’m just ‘Selina’ because I’m 
not their mother,” she says. “I’m 
more like a godmother.”

None of  that changes the fact 
she is a full-time parent to her 
17-year-old God-daughter, the 
11- and seven-year-old sons of  
her cousin (who died in 2015) 
and their three-year-old 
half-brother.

She also provides respite care 
for two young boys from her 
family connections and offers 
support to other families in the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community. 

And let’s not forget the love 
and care she gives to the cocka-
tiel, six budgies, four quails, two 
dogs and two cats that also share 
her little three-bedroom home in 
South Canberra.

In case that wasn’t enough, 
Ms Walker volunteers in various 
roles with St Anthony’s Parish 
Primary School in Wanniassa, 
including repaying the support 
the “awesome” school has given 
her foster children by assisting it 
with Indigenous issues.

She also supports Catholic 
Education’s Aboriginal liaison 
officer and sits on its Indigenous 
education advisory committee.

When the weekend comes 
around, you’re likely to find her 
managing or coaching a rugby 
league or baseball team, 
“because I can’t just sit on the 
sidelines and chit-chat”.

Meanwhile, Ms Walker is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of  her 
grandmother, Canberra 
Ngunnawal elder Agnes O’Shea, 
in conducting Welcome to 
Country ceremonies around the 
region.

It all adds up to a hefty work-
load for the 37-year-old, who 
took in the first of  her foster 
children eight years ago. She has 
worked to establish routines and 

strong communication lines with 
her children, and has accepted 
the fact she “will always be late” 
(which she blames on the traffic 
lights).

She admits her life is “not all 
rainbows every day” but she has 
no regrets about the direction it 
has taken.

“I’m very spiritual and I go 
with my intuition, which has led 
me here,” Ms Walker says.
Having left school in year 9, she 
took a job with Big W before a 
cousin, who was her “bestie”, 
died of  an overdose. 

That inspired her to get into 
drug and alcohol outreach work 
with the Gugan Gulwan Youth 
Aboriginal Corporation.

When the fostering roles 
found her, she didn’t hesitate. 

“I never planned to be a carer 
but it’s just what you do in my 
community.” 

She was brought up in a nur-
turing “Abotalian” (her dad is 
Aboriginal and her mum is 
Italian) household, with “loving 
and caring parents whose door 
was always open” – and still is.

She applies that grounding to 
her own parenting, drawing on 
her strong maternal instincts and 
the fact “I am just a big kid 
myself ”.

BY FIONA VAN DER PLAAT

FAITH and family gets 
Nell Toscan through the 
hardships of  life. 

The mother-of-six, grand-
mother of  12 and 
great-grandmother of  seven 
says trust in God and the 
unwavering support of  chil-
dren and grandchildren works 
for her. 

Hailing from Griffith in 
the Riverina, Mrs Toscan’s life 
was ‘turned upside down’ 
when she lost husband Frank 
on November 23, 1975. “I 
became a single mother to 
four young children aged 
between nine and 14 years.”

Mr Toscan ran a tile drain-
age contracting business, 
while the couple also owned a 
rice farm to the north of  
Griffith.

“He (Frank) was down at 
the farm when suddenly I got 
a call from the manager say-
ing that my husband had a 
heart attack,” Mrs Toscan 
said.“The paramedic was try-
ing to revive him in the 
ambulance on the way to the 
hospital, but he was gone by 
the time he got there. It was a 
harrowing experience.”

At the time Mrs Toscan’s 
two eldest, Peter and Lyn 
were married, living in 
Canberra and Melbourne 

respectively, but Michael, 
Karen and twins Janine and 
Jennifer, were living at home 
and still at school.

“The four youngest 
became my sole responsibili-
ty,” she said.

“I have been told that I am 

a very independent person, 
but in the position I found 
myself  I thought ‘where do I 
go from here?’

“Shortly after Frank’s pass-
ing I remember attending 
Mass and a feeling of  peace 
came over me and I just knew 

it would all turn out 
well.”

Mrs Toscan 
believes the faith 
which her parents 
instilled in her when 
she was young held 
her in good stead and 
saved her from feeling 
sorry for herself.

She continued to 
keep herself  busy 
with Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, 
St Vincent de Paul 
Society, Lamington 
drives.

She also volun-
teered in the local 
Catholic school tuck-
shop, and kept a close 
interest in the family’s 
two businesses.

By 1980 all of  her 
children were living in 
the ACT, and she 
joined them in 1990.

The family will 
meet-up for lunch on 
Mother’s Day.

It is a ritual which son 
Peter says everyone looks for-
ward to.

“She is an amazing mother, 
grandmother and great grand-
mother, testimony to the fact 
that we’re still a very close-
knit family.”

Faith gets Nell through tough times

Nell Toscan (pictured with dog Mason) will celebrate Mother’s Day with  
her family on May 13. Picture: John McLaurin.

 ‘Super Mum’ Selina Walker, holding a 3 year old and also with Ethan (left) 
and Jaharn 11 (right). Picture: Amber Maher.

She admits her 

life is “not all 

rainbows every 

day” but she has 

no regrets about 

the direction it 

has taken.

IT ALL began to make sense, the blank 
stares, the lack of  response, the way one 
of  the kids will walk into the room while 
I’m on the phone and ask me a question.

Inside I’m thinking, ‘Can’t you see I’m 
on the phone?’

Obviously, not.
No one can see if  I’m on the phone, or 

cooking, or sweeping the floor, or even 
standing on my head in the corner, 
because no one can see me at all.

I’m invisible.  The invisible Mum.  
Some days I am only a pair of  hands, 
nothing more: Can you fix this? Can you 
tie this? Can you open this?

Some days I’m not a pair of  hands; I’m 
not even a human being.  I’m a clock to 
ask, ‘What time is it?’ I’m a satellite guide 
to answer, ‘What number is the Disney 
Channel?’ I’m a car to order, ‘Right 
around 5:30, please.’

I was certain that these were the hands 
that once held books and the eyes that 
studied history and the mind that 
graduated sum a cum lade – but now they 
had disappeared into the peanut butter, 
never to be seen again.  She’s going; she’s 
going; she is gone!

One night, a group of  us were having 
dinner, celebrating the return of  a friend 
from

England …
Janice had just gotten back from a 

fabulous trip, and she was going on and 
on about the hotel she stayed in.

The author of  Invisible Mother is 
unknown. To read the full version go to 
http://cgcatholic.org.au/catholic-
voice/

Invisible Mother



A SOLEMN prayer gathering 
at St Matthew’s Church Page last 
month will serve as an expres-
sion of  hope that healing will 
continue.

Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse blessed a memorial 
plaque during the liturgy, while 
members of  the South 
Belconnen Parish planted a 
weeping cherry tree in the 
Church grounds.

The tree is expected to bear 
white flowers in Spring, repre-
senting sadness, innocence and 
hope.

Members of  the Church in 
Page initiated the latest gather-
ing in direct response from the 
old parish of  St Matthew’s fol-
lowing stories of  sexual abuse 
which took place in the 1970s.

These stories were brought to 
light in the 1990s and a healing 
Mass was held in 1994. 

Beth Gibson, from the prayer 
gathering subcommittee, said the 
purpose of  the initiative is to 
create a space in the garden at St 
Matthew’s where people who 
told their stories of  abuse can be 
assured they have been heard 
and acknowledged.

“It is also a space where fami-
lies and friends of  those children 

can feel remembered,” she said.
“The space will be an ongo-

ing sign to the general parish 
community and others, that the 
betrayals and failures of  the past 
will not be forgotten, nor repeat-
ed.”

Mrs Gibson says the subcom-
mittee have also proposed a spe-
cial liturgy on an annual basis to 
remember those who suffered 
abuse at the hands of  clergy, fur-
thermore that they be remem-

bered in the prayers of  interces-
sion at Mass.

- If  the prayer gathering today has 
raised any issues for you,  the following 
agencies can help:
Relationships Australia Canberra 
and Region: (02) 6122 7190 or 
1300 364 277.
CatholicCare Canberra and 
Goulburn: (02) 6295 4300
Lifeline (24 hours): 131 114
Beyond Blue (24 hours):  
1300 224 636

TWO meetings of  Catholics 
in Canberra have appealed for 
reforms, calling for all Catholics, 
clergy and laity, to assume 
leadership in the Church.

The Concerned Catholics of  
Canberra-Goulburn, the reform 
group established last year, 
gathered to hear Francis Sullivan, 
CEO of  the Truth Justice and 
Healing Council, speak on the 
way ahead for the Church 
following the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse.

Mr Sullivan told the 200 
attending the meeting that a 
litmus test of  the Church 
leadership would be the degree 
to which it acted on the 
recommendations of  the 
Commission to instigate a major 
review of  Church clericalism, 
diocesan structures and 
governance.

He said he was heartened by a 
recent statement of  Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse, recognising 

that the Church needed to 
respond to the abuse scandal 
with even better protection and 
prevention measures, and that he 
had already instigated a review 
of  governance including 
practical measures.

But Mr Sullivan said Catholics 
needed to do more to effect 
reforms.

“The outrage that many 
Catholics and the broader 
community had displayed during 
the course of  the Commission 
was very real,” he said.

“But it remains a fact that 
unless we all do more than 
attend a meeting or sign a 
petition, not a lot will change.”

Following that meeting, 
representatives of  Catholic 
reform groups from around 
Australia met in Canberra the 
next day and issued a statement 
advocating for systemic reform 
and asserting the responsibility 
of  all Catholic people to be 
heard and to lead in the Church.
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Rally for refugees

REFUGEE advocate Tim 
McKenna says he was honoured 
to join about 3500 people at the 
annual Palm Sunday ACT 
Refugee Rally.

“The numbers were greater 
than last year despite inclement 
weather,” he said.

“I think people are becoming 
quite fed up with the lack of  
progress in the re-settlement of  
the people on Manus and 
Nauru.”

Mr McKenna says he was 
pleased with the Catholic 
response to the day.

“Pat Power, retired auxiliary 
bishop of  the Archdiocese, 
co-led the march, while a num-
ber of  Vinnies banners were 
prominent during the rally and 
the subsequent march through 
the city,” he said.

“In the lead-up to the rally, 
churches, schools and organisa-
tions (including Catholic ones) 

put up advertising banners which 
we are most grateful for.

“The Catholic ones I know of  
included: the Cathedral and 
Yarralumla; the parishes of  
Campbell, Gowrie, 
Narrabundah, North Woden, 
South Woden, Watson and Yass: 
two colleges St Francis Xavier 
Florey and Merici; and several 
organisations including Catholic 
Care and Catholic Social 
Services.”

Anglican Bishop Reverend Stephen Pickard (far left) and Bishop Emeritus, Pat Power (middle), lead the refugee rally 
on Palm Sunday. Picture: Supplied.

Reform group
calls for
wider spread
of leadership 

Parish’s hope for healing

Fr Joshy Kurien and Sr. Jolly, brother and wife Paul and Jolly and sister Jolly. 
Picture: Supplied.

COOTAMUNDRA’S Sacred Heart Parish enjoyed a pleasant ‘Indian 
summer evening’ after Mass recently.

Visiting the parish from India were Fr Joshy Kurien’s two sisters as 
well as his brother and sister-in-law.

Many locals enjoyed the ambience in the grounds of  the presbytery, 
while also partaking in a ‘delicious’ meal served by the parish ladies.

Parish Secretary Leah Sutherland said a variety of  Indian food was 
also prepared by friends of  Fr Joshy who had travelled from Wagga 
Wagga and Canberra. 

“The Indian guests in attendance lent a kaleidoscope of  colour to 
the evening dressed in their saris,” she said.

Coota parish enjoys
an Indian summer

L-R Marie James, Helen Baker and Beth Gibson. Picture: Jeanine Doyle



CATHOLIC VOICE 7LOCAL

Brothers ‘just knew’ vocation

NEWS
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Funds set for
crash-heavy
border road
THE Coalition has com-
mitted to the pre-election
promises of MP Peter Hendy
including upgrades to the
Barton Highway.

In June, Liberal candidate
and standing member for
Eden-Monaro Peter Hendy
secured and committed to
a $50 million upgrade of
the Barton Highway during
his campaign.

For months, Member
for Goulburn Pru Goward,
Mayor Rowena Abbey and
Yass Valley Council have
been appealing to the federal
government for access to the
promised funds.

Newly appointed Min-
ister for Infrastructure and
Transport, Darren Chester,
wrote to Ms Goward in early
September confirming the
Australian government's

four-year funding commit-
ment of $50million.

“This funding will secure
upgrades to the Highway,
including the provision of
overtaking lanes and safety
measures,”MrChesterwrote.

The federal government is
liaisingwith the state govern-
ment about implementation
arrangements for the com-
mitment, prior to incorpo-
rating the project under the
Infrastructure Investment
Programme, which is essen-
tial for a full duplication.

The four-year funding
commitment, labelled the
Barton Highway Duplication
Package, does not guar-
antee a full duplication of
the two-lane stretch of the
highway, but provides $45
million for overtaking lanes
which would extend the fu-
ture corridor.

Another $1.75 million

would go to a duplication
business case which would
include recommended stag-
ing and costings for the high-
way duplication.

The remaining $3.25 mil-
lionwould be spent on safety
upgrades, including so-
called intelligent transport
systems which use real-time
traffic monitoring, CCTV
and electronic signage to in-
form motorists about traffic
conditions and better man-
age accidents.

A report published by the
federal and NSW govern-
ments last year said there
had been 137 crashes on the
Barton Highway between
2009 and 2013, with seven fa-
talities and70 crashes involv-
ing injury, with most crashes
between Murrumbateman
village and the ACT border.

About 12,000 motorists
take to the road each day.

BY JESSICA COLE

STAFF at Riding for the
Disabled ACT (Pegasus) no
longer have to dream of hav-
ing use of a shiny dual-cab
ute.

The horse therapy not-for-
profit was the beneficiary
of a $15,000 grant from
Beyond Bank Australia and
plans to use the money to

purchase the much-needed
horse-transport vehicle.

Pegasus chief executive
Jane Thompson said the or-
ganisation relied on the use
of staff and volunteers’ cars
for many activities and the
generous donation would
really expand capacity.

“Our participants would

love to take part in events
with other horse riders, but
at the moment we can’t
easily transport them or our
horses,” she said.

The ute will be used to tow
horse floats, assist with evac-
uations in case of bush fire,
and support training and
promotion.

Donation delivers dual-cab ute

FUNDING LEAP: Beyond Bank Australia executives Peter Rutter and Wayne Matters
with Pegasus chief executive Jane Thompson Photo: Supplied

Coota parish enjoys
an Indian summer

IDENTICAL twins, Fathers 
Patrick and John O’Neill CSsR, 
were both present when the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge was 
opened in 1932. But they have 
no memory of  the momentous 
occasion: they were only six 
weeks old at the time. 

The 86 year-old brothers do 
remember, however, being 
ordained to the priesthood 
together at the Redemptorist 
monastery in Ballarat some 60 
years ago, on March 16, 1958. 

Despite the fact they had both 
felt called to the priesthood from 
an early age, the twin brothers 
never discussed it with each 
other. They “just knew” they 
were meant to be priests. 

“It’s the mystery of  vocation,” 
Fr Patrick said. “Why did I want 
to be a priest? I don’t know. 

But I know it’s been a very 
happy life. I wouldn’t do any-
thing else.”

“I always wanted to be a 
priest,” Fr John added. “Always.”

While growing up in 
Goulburn with their six brothers 
and sisters, Frs Patrick and John 
say they had a “wonderful” edu-
cation from the Mercy Sisters 
during their primary school 
years, and the Christian Brothers 
at secondary school.

They entered the 
Redemptorists’ minor seminary 
together at Galong when they 
were just 15 years old. Later they 
went on to the novitiate at 
Pennant Hills and then the semi-
nary in Ballarat and Mayfield.

During their novitiate years, 
the teaching staff  decided that 
there could only be one vocation 
between the two of  them and set 
about trying to determine which 
twin had the vocation.

“We were like two peas in the 
same pod,” Fr John said. 

“We couldn’t both have a 
vocation. So they said ‘we have 
to separate them to see who’s 
got the vocation’. I was promot-
ed to a higher class, he was put 
down a class.”

But it was all to no avail. Both 
young men were clearly being 
called to priesthood.

“There was no reaction so 
they put us back where we 
belonged. We finished up back in 
the same class,” Fr Patrick 
chuckled.

It was soon after ordination 
that the brothers truly went their 
separate ways. After studying 
together in Rome, Fr John 
returned to Australia to teach in 
the seminary, while Fr Patrick 
stayed on to continue his course 
in moral theology.

The twins took the separation 

in their stride. When their ways 
finally parted in Venice it was far 
from the traumatic event that 
others warned them it would be. 
“He said, ‘well I’m off ’. And I 
said ‘good, well I’ll see you when 
I see you’,” Fr Patrick laughed.

Over the ensuing decades Fr 
John was sent on mission work 
in parishes all around Australia 
which he considered the most 

important part of  his vocation as 
a Redemptorist priest. 

“You’re doing what you want 
to do, which is making the Lord 
known. 

A bit like the Apostles,” he 
said.

He eventually felt called to 
undertake missionary work in 
Africa and served at the 
Redemptorists’ mission in 
Burkina Faso for almost 22 
years, only returning home after 

suffering a stroke in 2007.
Meanwhile Fr Patrick served 

in a variety of  roles for the 
Redemptorists including teach-
ing, accounting and farm work at 
the minor seminary in Galong. 
But it was the three years of  
mission work in Townsville that 
he says were the “best years” of  
his life. Mission work has been 
the highlight of  his vocation, he 

says. “That’s what we were 
ordained for.”

When Fr John suffered the 
stroke in Africa, Fr Patrick flew 
to Rome to meet his brother 
there and bring him home to 
Australia. And so the brothers 
were reunited once more. 

They now live together at the 
Redemptorist community in 
Kogarah.

Upon celebrating their 
Diamond Jubilee on March 16, 

Frs Patrick and John say they can 
see that God’s hand has been 
guiding them all the way.

Fr Patrick struggles to explain 
how as a young men they decid-
ed to become Redemptorists—a 
religious order they only heard 

about six months before they 
entered.

“How do you explain that? 
It’s the mystery of  vocation,” he 
said again.

“God is in charge,” Fr John 
said. “If  you just follow what he 
wants that’s it. 

“He knows where you are, 
you don’t have to make plans. 

“Just wait until those that 
need you, want you. That’s about 
it. 

“The marvellous thing is that 
there’s somebody upstairs look-
ing after all this.”

Identical twins, Fathers Patrick and John O’Neill CSsR, never had any doubts about what they wanted to be

BY CATHERINE SHEEHAN

Left: Fathers Patrick and John 
O’Neill. Both wanted to become 
priests, both became Redemptorists. 
“It’s the mystery of vocation,” says 
Fr Patrick. Picture: Giovanni Portelli.
Above: New Redemptorists: the 
young Fathers Patrick, at left, and 
John O’Neill with their parents 
on their ordination day. Picture: 
Supplied.

“God is in charge,” Fr John said. 

“If you just follow what he wants 

that’s it

This article was first published 
by The Catholic Weekly.
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Five Minutes with Lisa McIntosh

Parish precinct gets burst of new life

Tribunal Office Manager

How long have you been 
in the role and what was 
your previous role in the 
Archdiocese?
I have been in my current role 
officially as Office Manager since 
the beginning of September 2017.  
I started working for the Tribunal 
in September 2014 as a typist; 
two days a week during school 
hours typing transcriptions and 
other general typing.

What does the near future 
look like for you at the 
Tribunal in terms of work?
In the near future, there will 
always be work generated in 
our Archdiocesan Tribunal with 
new cases coming along, as well 
as monitoring and progressing 
the existing cases.  It takes time 
and patience processing these 
cases.  It isn’t a two minute 
process where you suddenly 
get an annulment.  You have to 
process everything correctly, 
otherwise it won’t get through 
to judgement, which is done in 
Sydney.  There is a lot of time 
spent with interviewing clients 
and liaising with them.  It is very 
important to have a profes-
sional, yet warm manner, where 
people feel comfortable talking 
with you about their case.  It is 
very rewarding when you have 
worked on a case from start to 
finish and get an excellent result 
for the client after the judgement 
has come back.  

What do you see as the 
main challenges to your 
position?
There are several challenges in 
my position.  You are dealing with 
people in a very emotionally 
challenged period of their life 
and you need to show empathy 
and understanding.  It isn’t a 
position for just anyone.  I think 
having maturity, understanding 
and patience is a major ben-
efit working in this role.  I think 
having started at the Tribunal in 
2014; it allowed me to learn and 
grow into my now current role 
with a good solid understanding, 
opposed to stepping into the role 
in a “raw” sense with no previous 
experience in Tribunal work.  

What other industries 
have you worked in before 
joining the Archdiocese?
I have worked in the accounting 
industry with Ernst and Young 
and then moved into the building 
industry with Hindmarsh Group 
working as an Executive Assistant 
when I returned from overseas.  
That was a very rewarding role.  I 
spent over ten years working for 
the Hindmarsh Group.  

What is your favourite 
sporting team?
I don’t really follow a team as 
such.  If a Canberra team gets 
into a major final whether it is 
rugby or league, then I will cheer 
for that team!  I do follow the 

horse races.  I am from a racing 
background.  No – I don’t punt!!  
Only on Melbourne Cup day!

Which is your favourite 
saint?
St Peregrine – the Patron Saint of 
Cancer.  I went through cancer 
treatment five years ago along 
with several family members, so 
this Saint is particularly significant 
to me.  

What is your favourite 
dish or restaurant in 
Canberra?
I love Vietnamese cuisine.  I wish I 
could cook it as well as you get it 
in a restaurant.  You can’t go past 
My’s at Weston Creek or Tu Do 
in O’Connor, they have fantastic 
Pho Soups.  

What is your favourite 
beverage?
Definitely New Zealand Marlbor-
ough Sauvignon Blanc!

Have you got any pets?
Yes I have.  I have two showjump-
ers – Henri and James.  They are 
both thoroughbreds off the track.  
I have three cows – Corki, Mag-
gie and Chloe and several sheep 
– Timmy, Tilly, Eris, Sheep, Ben and 
Spikette plus a fawn rabbit known 
as CJ who travels to the coast 
with us on holidays.  

What inspires you?
Living life to the most and ap

preciating every day.  I love to be 
surrounded by positive, upbeat 
people who enjoy life!  

What kind of music do 
you like to listen to?
Its varied; everything from Neil 
Diamond to modern day music.  I 
don’t like rap music.

If you could invite three 
people to dinner, who 
would they be?
The Pope, Prince Harry and 
Donald Trump – it would make 
for an interesting night! 

What are some of your 
favourite hobbies?
My favourite hobby is show 
jumping.  As I previously said, I 
have two horses.  I train with 
Grant Hughes at Forest Parking 
Riding School during the week.  
We have a great show jumping 
club in Canberra who run events 
throughout the year.  Everyone 
supports each other.  It is the 
most levelling sport I know of.  

SOUTH WODEN parish-
ioners are delighted with their 
recently completed renovation 
and extension works next door 
to the Sacred Heart Church in 
Pearce.

After 12 months of  scenes 
befitting those of  a home 
makeover show, the precinct 
now boasts a brand new office 
and hall.

The garden and surrounding 
area is also bursting with new 
life thanks to the addition of  
some new plants and lighting, 
while the parish has extended its 
carpark space with easy acces-
sibility for those less-mobile 
parishioners being the main 
practical feature.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
parish, Secretary Megan Lough-
lin, described the new space as 
“wonderful”, saying that it really 
connects the office with parish 
life. 

“I get to see and talk with a 
lot more parishioners now the 

office is attached to the parish 
hall,” she said.

“It is great to be out of  
the presbytery because it now 
allows [parish priest] Fr Richard 
[Thompson] to differentiate 
between parish and personal 
time. 

“It means he can make a 
cup of  tea in peace without me 
walking through his kitchen.”

Fr Thompson is also pleased 
to have everything completed 
after a year being in construction 
mode.

He too has welcomed the 
changed surrounds.

“We had a working-bee 
recently where we planted Mary 
MacKillop bottle-brush trees on 
the grounds,” he said.

“We also planted 100 Rose-
mary bushes to mark 100 years 
since the end of  World War I.  
“Part of  the new landscaping 
incorporates this memorial but 
will also honour past and present 
Defence serving members.” 

The parish, along with Sacred 
Heart Primary School, has 
applied for a Department of  
Veteran’s Affairs grant for this 
part of  the project. 

“Hopefully we can recover 
some funds to install a flagpole, 
memorial plaque and lighting,” 
Fr Thompson said.

Parishioners, Matthew and 
Belinda Doherty of  Matthew 
Homes, were given the building 
contract for the parish’s renova-
tion and extension works.

They said it was a nice to have 
left their mark on a place which 
has been a part of  their family 
for decades.

“My family were here when 
the parish first opened 42 years 
ago,” Mr Doherty said.

“We have practically spent 
our whole lives around this 
parish going to Mass and being 
involved with Antioch Youth 
Group among other things.

“More importantly though 
I think the new building shows 

that the parish is preparing itself  
to be there welcoming more 
people in the future.” 

Matthew Homes was 
also contracted to refurbish 

Archbishop’s House on Com-
monwealth Avenue in 2012. The 
South Woden Parish celebrates its 
patronal feast of  Mary Help of  
Christians on May 24.

BRIEFS
Save the date for 
MacKillop Pilgrimage
SATURDAY August 11 has been 
locked in as the date for this 
year’s St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop Pilgrimage to Eden. 
Last year Archbishop Christo-
pher Prowse led pilgrims to the 
Mary MacKillop Centre at Eden 
for a day which recognised the 
canonised saint’s contribution to 
the life of the Church. Pilgrims 
came from many parts of the 
Archdiocese for Mass, a walk 
and lunch. For information,  call 
the Pambula Parish on (02) 
9495 1880.

Trinity student named 
young artist of the year
COOPER Pearce, a Year 12 
student at Trinity College was 
named young artist of the 
year at the 2018 Goulburn Art 
Awards. His felt-tip drawing, An 
elephant never forgets sketched 
skeletal pachyderm shows a 
hide that’s not so thick, but 
vulnerable to a modern state of 
environmental exploitation. – 
www.goulburnpost.com.au

Yetu wins ANZAC Day 
writing competition
YETU Akhiwu, a Year 6 student 
at St Joseph’s Primary School 
Grenfell has won Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael McCormack’s 
2018 ANZAC Day writing 
competition for  ‘The Brave 
Anzac’. Yethu entered in the 
Primary North Riverina section, 
along with her classmates, and 
was delighted an surprised to 
find out that her short story 
was the overall winner in her 
category.

Parish Secretary Megan Loughlin with builder Matthew Doherty in front of the 
new office. Picture: Supplied.
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Corkhill Bros Landscaping Supplies Canberra
For all your residential or commercial needs

Our supply outlets
SYMONSTON Mugga Lane | Ph: 6239 7200
MITCHELL 33 Darling Street | Ph: 6241 8860 www.corkhillbros.com.au

Corkhill Bros is a locally owned and 
operated landscape supply business 
established in 1954 by Brian and Patrick 
Corkhill.  Three generations of the family 
currently work in the business and are 
supported by 47 other employees.

Our extensive range of products for pick 
up or delivery include but is not limited 
to: soils – lawn, garden mix, composts, 

sand & gravel mixes, decorative gravels, 
mulches – tan barks, forest litters & more.

Skip bin services are available 5 days a 
week for all your garden and household 
clean up needs.

In addition to the landscape supplies 
Corkhill Bros also offer a drop off 
greenwaste recycling facility at the 
Mugga Lane Depot.

For all your residential or 
commercial needs a more 
comprehensive list of our 
products and services is 
available on our website 
www.corkhillbros.com.au
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Archbishop’s House on Com-
monwealth Avenue in 2012. The 
South Woden Parish celebrates its 
patronal feast of  Mary Help of  
Christians on May 24.

WHAT defines a Catholic or, 
more importantly, what lies at the 
heart of  our faith? 

In his latest offering Pope 
Francis presents his own 
response to that question. By his 
own admission, Gaudete et Exsul-
tate does not represent teaching 
on every aspect of  Catholic faith 
and practice. It is deliberately 
limited in its scope, while pro-
found in its significance. 

The Pope begins with a chal-
lenge that is also a joy: “The 
Lord asks everything of  us, and 
in return he offers us true life, 
the happiness for which we were 
created.”(no.1) This sets the 
scene for his underlying convic-
tion: that you have been invited 
into God’s life and happiness, no 
matter who you are, how inade-
quate you may feel, or how far 
from God you might currently 
experience yourself  as being. 

You are called to be ‘holy’. 
‘Holiness’ is a tricky word, even 
for people of  faith. We don’t 

tend to associate it with ourselves 
or even with the people we love. 
For many of  us, holy people are 
canonised saints, people before 
our time, who didn’t live the sort 
of  lives we live.

Helping us to expand our 
understanding of  holiness is cen-
tral to this document. 

For example, we read of  the 
witness of  those who have loved 
us and note that while “their lives 
may not always have been per-

fect, yet even amid their faults 
and failings they kept moving 
forward and proved pleasing to 
the Lord.” (no. 3) By identifying 
holiness in ordinary people, Pope 
Francis makes it accessible to you 
too. 

Never undervalue the signifi-
cance of  who you are and what 
you do. So often we can feel 
powerless to effect change in our 
world, our Church, or even in 
our own lives or the lives of  the 

people we love. 
Instead, we need to trust the 

fact that the small things we do 
matter, and believe the little acts 
of  kindness and love make a dif-
ference. (no. 8)

The Church exists for one rea-
son only: to assist you to grow 
more and more deeply in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Church teaching, leadership and 
practice exists solely to assist you 
with this. 

In Gaudete et Exsultate Pope 
Francis reminds us where our 
focus should be. This wonderful 
document deserves to be read by 
you. 

If  you would like to access 
some regular reflections on this 
document you might like to con-
nect with the ‘Evangelise Austra-
lia’ Facebook page. 

Gaudete et Exsultate is available 
from early May at The Catholic 
Bookshop in St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre at 55 Franklin St 
Manuka. Call (02) 6239 9888. 

Alternatively the document 
can be downloaded at http://
w2.vatican.va/content/frances-
co/en/apost_exhortations/docu-
ments/papa-francesco_esortazi-
one-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-ex-
sultate.html

Gaudete et Exsultate:  
On the call to holiness in today’s world

The third apostolic exhor-
tation of Pope Francis’ 
pontificate was published 
on April 9. Shane Dwyer 
takes a closer look.

Shane Dwyer is the 
Director of  the National 
Centre for Evangelisation 
and the Catholic Enquiry 
Centre, an agency of  
the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference

THE CATHOLIC Church’s 
new safeguarding body has 
released the draft National 
Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards which will be used to 
gauge the capacity of  the 
Catholic Church to provide safe 
places for children and vulnera-
ble adults.

The draft standards can be 
found on the new Catholic 
Professional Standards Ltd 
(CPSL) website which was also 
been launched recently.

Sheree Limbrick, CEO of  
CPSL, said the release and the 
broad consultation around the 
standards which also starts 
today is an important develop-
ment in strengthening child and 
vulnerable adult protections in 
the Catholic Church in 
Australia.

“It is also a significant step 
in implementing one of  the 
Royal Commission’s key recom-
mendations,” she said.

“This is the first time, any-
where in Australia and among 
just a handful of  countries 
around the world, where the 
Catholic Church will be 
accountable for their adherence 
to consistent and measurable 
national standards for the pro-
tection of  children and vulnera-
ble adults.”

For the full article go to 
http://www.cgcatholic.org.au/
catholic-voice/

Standards 
set to 
safeguard



YOUNG Catholic delegates 
have returned from a week-long 
meeting in Rome with Pope 
Francis, energised, enthused and 
calling for a more transparent 
and “authentic” Church.

“Just for us to be heard, and 
to speak our minds within the 
Church and to get feedback and 
a response from an older genera-
tion that was ‘Oh, yes, we’ll listen 
to that and we’d love to interact 
and help you grow’,” Brisbane 
delegate Lachlan Tomkins, one 
of  300 delegates representing 
young people from five conti-
nents, said.

“I came back seeing a new 
potential. 

“I was renewed in faith, and 
being able to have this interac-
tion has allowed me to see that 
the Church does want to grow, 
does want to change.

“It has pulled me back into 
wanting to participate and want-
ing to be at the forefront.”

Mr Tomkins, studying his 
final year in primary education 
at Australian Catholic University 
was one of  four Australians who 
joined delegates preparing a 
16-page document for the Synod 
of  Bishops on Young People, the 
Faith and Vocational Discern-
ment planned for October.

The document, which also 
drew on 15,000 online submis-
sions, is focused on how to 

better incorporate young people 
into the Church.

Another Australian delegate 
Stephanie Santos, was impressed 
that youth from different faiths 
were included in the meeting.

“It was very interesting to be 
part of  a conversation about the 
Church from so many different 

viewpoints,” she said.
“This document offers me 

hope, in the sense that I hope 
that the Church continues to 
listen.

“We need to listen to every-
one: young and old, Churched 
and un-Churched.”

Mr Tomkins was impressed 

as Pope Francis spent “a good 
two to three hours” listening and 
participating in the pre-synodal 
meeting.

“Just the respect he had for 
the voice of  young people. I 
guess he left us all with a sense 
of  empowerment,” he said.

The “youth document” asks 

the Church hierarchy to “be a 
transparent, welcoming, hon-
est, inviting, communicative, 
accessible, joyful and interactive 
community”.

- This article is used 
with permission and was first 
published by The Catholic 
Leader on April 8, 2018.

Church listens as youth speak
10 YOUTH MAY 2018

BY MARK BOWLING

Which is your favourite 
Saint?
St Jose Sanchez del Rio

 
What is your favourite sport-
ing team?
I don’t really follow much sport, but I 
LOVE the tennis!

  
What is your favourite 
movie? 
The Greatest Showman and Cider 
House Rules

 
What is your favourite book?
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

 
What music do you listen to 
most?
Hillsong, John Mayer, Ziggy Alberts, 
James Arthur and The Wombats.

 

How old are you? 
19 years old.
 
What school/s did you 
attend?
St. John Paul College, NSW Coffs 
Harbour

 
What influenced you to 
become a Youth Ministry 
Worker?
There are a range of things that 
influenced me to become a Youth 
Minister. I had my own personal faith 
journey through high school which 

Are you studying or working 
elsewhere?
I am currently the Youth Missionary 
for CSYMA where I am organising 
the YMI cross-cultural missions to 
England, Uganda and New Zealand.

 
What sustains your faith in an 
increasingly secular society?
Prayer and people. My faith definitely 
has its ups and downs especially in 
an increasingly secular society, but I 
make sure that I am surrounded by 
people who believe the same things 
that I believe, because it then allows 
me to be comfortable and open 
about my faith. Furthermore, prayer 
is essential in my life because it 
allows me to delve into a deeper 
relationship with Christ, and if I 
know Christ, I can be more like 
Christ.

 

Youth Ministry
Hannah McMahon

led me to wanting God in every 
aspect of my life. Combine that with 
seeing a lot of my teachers sharing 
their ‘yes’ to God with me  and a 
desire in my heart was born. This 
desire was to invite young people 
into a relationship with God, this 
desire became a calling and I am now 
in my second year of being a Youth 
Minister. 

 
Are you full time or part-
time in Youth Ministry? 
I am a part-time Youth Minister at St. 
John Paul College in Gungahlin

What qualities would you like 
to bring to this role?
Compassion, Encouragement and 
Commitment.
What is your message to 
young people?
“My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weak-
ness.”
I would tell young people that God’s 
Grace is enough. That God meets us 
where we are at (in our weakness), 
never leaves us where He finds us 
and takes us places that we could 
never go on our own.

 
What are you most looking 
forward to in the Year of 
Youth?
Walking with the youth in their jour-
ney of faith and Sharing the Joy of 
the Gospel with them.
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THERESA Corson, reckons 
discerning one’s future is just 
as challenging as the 13 years 
she spent in formal education. 

The 18-year-old Canberran is 
having a gap year of  work and 
travel in 2018 to further explore 
the direction she would like to 
take. Currently, she has a part-
time waitressing job, which she 
is hoping to complement with 
more work soon. If  all goes to 
plan, towards the end of  the year, 
she will travel to Italy and maybe 
other parts of  Europe. Next 
year she hopes to embark on a 
university course, her strengths 
being in English and languages. 
Both her parents are teachers, but 
she is not necessarily sold on that 
as a career.

“I would really love to see 
more of  the world and just gain 
more experience working and 
living life outside of  school,” the 
St Clare’s College graduate said.

“I studied Italian in school, 
so I would particularly like to go 
over there and take in some of  
the the culture.” 

Miss Corson, says the transi-
tion from leaving school has 
been one of  adjustment. “Espe-
cially when it comes to leaving 
behind the College community 
and the friendships formed with 
teachers and students,” she said.

AFTER attending Summer 
School in Bathurst earlier 
this year, Canberra’s Michael 
Seselja felt called to spend 2018 
with the Youth Mission Team.

But the 18 year old is hardly 
breaking new ground in his ex-
tended family. 

With no less than seven of  his 
uncles and aunts having spent 
time with YMT, he knew much 
of  what to expect.

Mr Seselja, says the transition 
from school has been mixed with 
work and mission and that he is 
getting used to living at Wollon-
gong and being near the beach.

“Most of  our year on mission 
is made up of  going into Catholic 
schools and running reflection 
days and retreats for high school 
students,” he said 

“We aim to present the basic 
Gospel messages in a relatable 
way to teenagers who often 
haven’t heard this in their lives.

“It is quite different because 

I am now having to minister to 
students who are in some cases 
very similar in age to me.”

The former Marist College 
student has ambitions to do 
actuarial studies with finance at 
Australian National University 
next year but thinks a gap year 
will be beneficial.

“At the moment I’m not 
entirely sure about my future am-
bitions; even if  I do the actuarial 
degree I may not necessarily use 
it,” he said. 

“But, hopefully, in whatever I 
do I will remain committed to my 
faith and continue living it out in 
whatever way possible.”

ST CHRISTOPHER’S 
Cathedral is like a second home 
for school leaver John-Paul 
Romano. 

Having grown up in a devout 
Italian family under the shade of  
Manuka’s Franklin Street trees, 
he is regularly seen around the 
place, most notably each Sunday 
when serving at the 11am Mass. 

And he is now an ‘Old Boy’ 
of  St Edmund's after having 
spent the past eight-and-a-half  
years at the College in Griffith. 

If  you haven't seen him on 
the Cathedral Sanctuary during 
Mass then maybe he has cooked 
one of  your meals.

Mr Romano is currently 
in the  third and final year of  
his apprenticeship as a chef  at 
‘1or2 Café’ in Manuka, where 
he nominates the ‘Turkey Club 
Sandwich’ as his favourite dish.

He has a business portfolio 
as well as European experience 
and this year says he is open to 

exploring new possibilities. 
Apart from being kept busy 

as a chef-in-training, he is also 
undertaking two online university 
courses - one in Commerce and 
the other in National Security.

A passionate Canberran, the 
18 year-old says he is still coming 
to terms with life outside the 
confines of  the high school 
classroom but adds that he is 
hoping to open his own business 
and start a charity in the near 
future.

"I am discovering more and 
more the realities of  adult life 
and 2018 is a year to grow my 
knowledge," he said.

"I hope while studying, 
working and volunteering this 
year I can impart some of  my 
knowledge on others while 
gaining multitudes of  knowledge 
from them." 

As a long-time acolyte and 
Extraordinary Minister of  Holy 
Communion, Mr Romano has an 

obvious affection for Mass and 
the Liturgy. He hasn't dismissed 
the idea of  becoming a priest 
one day, but at this stage his fu-
ture lies in politics. “I see a career 
advocating for the voiceless, as 

my father and grandparents have 
done through the legal field.
Supporting those who cannot 
support themselves and caring 
for the fringes of  society. 

"I see an opportunity to get 

people back up on their feet and 
I believe the most effective way 
of  influencing change is politics."

And for those who are won-
dering, yes, Mr Romano is named 
after Pope St John Paul II.

John-Paul looks 
at ways to
influence change

John-Paul Romano is keeping himself busy after leaving school. Picture: Supplied.

Michael Seselja is spending 2018 with Youth Mission Team. Picture: Supplied.

Michael is called to youth team year Exploring the future

Theresa Corson Picture: Supplied.
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P: 02 6260 9400 E: enrolments@stcc.act.edu.au  A: 1 McMillan Crescent, Griffith ACT 2603 www.stcc.act.edu.au

 I seek to pursue my dream career in nursing. 
What I like most about St Clare’s College is that 
it offers a safe and supportive environment 
that lets me strive towards my goals and make 
strong bonds with the people around me. 
Morgan Dimmanno, Year 11

What do you Seek?

St Clare’s College is an inclusive and caring community  
where learning is valued and students are given every 
opportunity to grow in all dimensions of their life.  
We provide a safe and empowering environment for  
students to reach their full potential. 

We are enrolling now for 2019

Open Day
Saturday, 5 May
REGISTER NOW sec.act.edu.au/open-day

Explore. Challenge. Belong.

www.jpc.act.edu.au  |  office.jpc@cg.catholic.edu.au
1021 Gungahlin Drive, Nicholls ACT 2913 (02) 6163 4800

Open Evening Thursday 10 May 
Year 7 2019 and prospective new families in other year groups: Tours and Information Sessions will 

run every ½ hour starting from 4.00pm and the last tour will be a 6.00pm

Senior Information Expo:  Thursday 17 May 
Senior Information Expo (Years 11 & 12)    Tours & Information Expo from 4.00pm 

Principal’s Address at 5.30pm

St John Paul II  
C o l l e g e

Gungahl i n

       Justice Peace Courage

St John Paul II College is an innovative, state of the art, co-educational Year 7-12 College creating a Catholic 
P-12 pathway in the Gungahlin region. Now in its sixth year of operation, the inaugural Year 12 students will 
graduate in 2018. The calibre of these young people is proof of the success of the future-oriented educational 
philosophy of the College and its reputation as a leader in 21st century education.

We focus on the pastoral well-being and holistic 
development of each individual student    

• through a unique one-on-one mentoring program which fosters 
strong partnerships between parents, students and the school.

We provide a dynamic and rigorous academic curriculum

• underpinned by an educational philosophy which includes 
brain-based learning principles and 
developing a Growth Mindset in each 
individual.

We have introduced an innovative 
self-directed learning approach

• which develops independence, time 
management and organisation skills, 
enabling students to be challenged and 
individual needs to be met.

We offer a rich elective and co-curricular program

• fostering the interests and facilitating the development of the unique 
talents of each student.

We operate in a technology-rich learning environment

• allowing learning anywhere, anytime.

We have a strong, integrated focus on 
sustainability and  
healthy living

• bringing tangible benefits such as a canteen 
serving only freshly cooked food, often sourced 
from our kitchen garden and linking  
the formal curriculum with the lived reality of the 
College.
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Fishers of  Men was released 
by Grassroots Films in 2006 for 
the United States Conference of  
Bishops’ Committee on 
Vocations. 

In a world dominated by the 
internet and full of  vocation 
resources, it remains as one of  
the more powerful promotions 
of  the Catholic priesthood.

For any man discerning a 
vocation as a priest, Fishers of  
Men is sure to leave a lasting 
impact due to its professional 
imagery and audio effect.

What makes the film so pow-
erful is that it is fast-paced and 
upbeat with some key testimo-
nies.

It highlights some of  the 
more rewarding aspects to priest-
ly ministry.

 At one point in the film, a 
priest says: “It’s the priest who 
brings the soul home to God.”

The film also addresses the 
counter-cultural nature of  being 
a priest in a post-modern society.

A ‘hair-on-the-back-of-your-
neck’ scene involving a car acci-
dent illustrates the importance 
of  priests and further emphasiz-
es that priests are often with 
people during the most import-
ant time of  their lives. 

The playtime of  just 18 min-

utes makes it all the more appeal-
ing and it is a valuable resource 
to pass onto family and friends 
who are searching for purpose in 
their life. 

All Catholics and even some 
non-Catholics, will get something 
from watching it.

Fishers of  Men is a favourite 
at vocation discernment week-
ends and is at its best when 
shown on a big screen in a room 
full of  people. 

It is said that the film can give 
a renewed sense of  fulfilment to 
those already ordained. DVD 
copies of  the film are available at 
the Catholic Bookshop in 
Manuka. 

To secure a copy call (02) 
6239 9888.

Key lines from Fishers  
of Men
• All young people have that 
deep desire to do something 
remarkable, to be someone 
remarkable.
• We need young men to give up 
their life for Jesus Christ.
• It’s not natural to be a priest, 
it’s supernatural.
• A vocation to the priesthood is 
counter-cultural.
• As human beings we grow in 
silence.

• People are searching for God, 
but they’re looking in the wrong 
places.
• Who is going to give the 
Sacraments for the next genera-
tion?
• It should be just a normal part 
of  every male Catholic to con-
sider the vocation as far as 
becoming a priest.

• We need priests because with-
out them we won’t have the 
Eucharist.
• The world needs modern 
heroes.

If  you or someone you know 
is considering a vocation to the 
priesthood in the Archdiocese, 
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GABRIEL AWARD
2007

FISHERS OF MEN
THE CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD

G R A S S R O O T S  F I L M S L I M I T E D  R E-R E L E A S E

Fishers of Men has been hailed as the most 
powerful film ever produced about the 
Catholic priesthood.  In  18  emotional minutes, 
the supernatural power of the priesthood is 
revealed with world-class cinematography, a 
stirring soundtrack,  and an intense storyline.

Originally created to renew priests’ sense 
of fulfillment in their vocations, the film 
also found an audience among young men 
who felt a call to priestly service. Viewed by 
millions at retreats, in youth groups, and in 
parish halls, Fishers of Men has an enduring 
appeal for those who wish to understand the 
eternal impact of the Catholic priesthood.

G R A S S R O O T S  F I L M S
Commissioned by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Packaging and Distribution by Vianney Vocations • vianneyvocations.com

© Copyright Grassroots Films 2006. All rights reserved.

FISHERS OF MEN
THE CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD

Powerful promotion of priesthood

email vocations director, Fr Paul 
Nulley at paul.nulley@cg.org.au

The Archdiocese is seeking a Journalist who is digital savvy with proven 
traditional news writing skills. 

The positions focus will be to develop original ideas and content that captures 
and tells the unique stories of our Archdiocese, its parishioners, staff, and 
services.

The Person
The position calls for a creative, industrious individual who wishes to work in an environment 
that utilises all communication media.  

The position requires a self-starter with demonstrated journalistic experience and proven writing 
skills. Energetic and able to work independently and quickly, the successful candidate will be an 
effective team player who maintains high levels of personal organisation and commitment to 
assignments and tasks. They will be an all-rounder with a keen eye for detail and be able to put a 
story together with speed and style.

The Skills
•    Exemplary writing skills and a passion for new media including mobile and video.
•    Adept at using relevant digital and social channels 
•    Knowledge of online reporting and the necessary techniques required to engage the reader
•    Research skills.
•    The ability to absorb information quickly.
•    A team player who can work collaboratively with colleagues.
•    At least three years’ journalistic experience and a degree in   
     journalism/media/communications are preferable.

To download a position description go to www.cgcatholic.org.au/positions-vacant 
For more information contact Jeanine Doyle 02 6239 9800 or jeanine.doyle@cg.org.au 
To apply, please submit a cover letter and resume to victor.dunn@cg.org.au

JournalistCatholic Archdiocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn

I Joyfully Sing with its 
accompanying book, Sing it Out: 
Finding Your Rhythm, Staying in 
Tune, Creating Your Playlist and 
Writing Your Song, is a beautiful 
synthesis of  the artist Beth 
Doherty’s intention: of  creating 
and singing - “always in the 
pursuit of  joy.”

“Canto Mi Libertad” opens 
the album, quite simply with a 
piano introduction yet somewhat 
strikingly, as the first words we 
hear from Beth, are a soulful 
prayer in Spanish. Readers of  the 
book learn that the song came 
about, while working with the 
Jesuits in South America, and 
in remembrance of  indigenous 
peoples, whose cry for justice 
and freedom ring out, and 
continue to do so. 

But more than a tell-all 
the origins of  each song, the 
book mixes Beth’s wit, love 
of  pop culture references and 
insights drawn from personal 
experiences to form a manual 
or guide book for the creative 
heart, not limited to but inclusive 

of, her Catholic faith. It is 
referenced with Scripture, quotes 
from contemporary authors 
and musicians, and personal 
anecdotes.

I Joyfully Sing can be 
described as an intimate portrait 
of  Beth’s love for music, and her 
faith, through music. Uplifting, 
joyful and contemporary, it will 
resonate with the many young 
men and women of  faith who are 
searching and coming to know 
their own place in the world.

The book and album 
are available at the Catholic 
Bookshop at 55 Franklin St 
Manuka, ACT. The Bookshop is 
open from Monday to Saturday 
excluding public holidays and 
can be contacted on (02) 6239 
9888 or by emailing catholic.
bookshop@cg.org.au For the full 
review go to http://cgcatholic.
org.au/catholic-voice/

‘I Joyfully Sing’ CD and ‘Sing it 
Out’ Book Review
Music Artist and Book Author:  
Beth Doherty

Book Reviewer:  
Geralyn Anderson

THE STORY of Fr Rob Galea 
is a journey from desperation 
to hope. Struggling under the 
weight of addiction and 
depression, he was considering 
ending his life when redemp-
tion came through a phone 
call. Knowing that he needed 
help, Fr Rob fought his demons 
to forge a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and has never 
looked back.

Breakthrough asks you to 
find your way through adversity 
to the better life that awaits 
you. It’s a powerful story about 
recovery, redemption and faith, 
and is told by one of the most 
charismatic priests of our time. 
Breakthrough is published by 
Garratt Publishing and retails 
for $24.95 – It available from 
the Catholic Bookshop at 55 
Franklin St Manuka, ACT. The 
Bookshop can be contacted on 
(02) 6239 9888 or by emailing 
catholic.bookshop@cg.org.au

‘Who could fail to be moved by this 
book? No matter what age you are 
this book holds a promise…Sr Hilda 
Scott OSB (Benedictine Abbey, 
Jamberoo, NSW).

A Journey from 
desperation to 
hope
AUTOBIOGRAPHY by Fr 
Rob Galea, priest of Sandhurst 
Diocese



Experience the hope, 
joy and wonder that 
fills our Catholic Early 
Learning Centres
Early Learning Centres brim with excitement, joy and discovery as little people 
explore the carefully choreographed learning spaces inside and out.

Specialist early childhood teachers guide, inquire and encourage children to 
take on learning challenges, to create and invent. 

The children are immersed in nurturing play-based learning spaces filled with 
both built and natural materials to investigate and engineer.

As part of the primary school the ELC children are involved in buddy programs 
and peer reading initiatives. They get to know the teachers and principal, and 
become comfortable with the school environment, making for a seamless 
transition to Kindergarten.

Happiness is at the 
heart of learning
Catholic school Principals know how important a child’s wellbeing and 
happiness is to their learning.

That’s why Catholic schools and Early Learning Centres focus so strongly on 
creating a respectful and nurturing environment and providing pastoral care 
for every child.  

Parents can attest to teaching quality being a pillar of their child’s education. 
For Catholic schools, investment in high-quality teaching, focused on individual 
learning needs for strong academic achievement, is the highest priority. 

Students experiencing difficulties with their learning are given support, and 
enrichment programs challenge students with gifts and talents. 

THE 
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 
PATHWAY

INSPIRING YOUNG PEOPLE TO GROW TO THEIR POTENTIAL
 

From early learning to College, a Catholic education provides an evidence-based academic, faith-filled learning journey. 
Principals and teachers work with parents to grow happy, caring, compassionate young people.  

  
EARLY LEARNING CENTRES FOR 4 YEAR OLDS  |  K-6 PRIMARY SCHOOLS  |  7-12 COLLEGES

Science & 
Technology
Experiences in the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM) fields are flourishing in Catholic schools, 
challenging students with real life problem solving 
opportunities and design thinking processes. Technology 
in classrooms is progressive and in step with the future 
learning needs of young people.

Strong 
Foundations
Principals and teachers are keenly focused on the 
learning growth of every child and building strong 
foundations and competence in literacy and numeracy. 
The foundations established in ELCs and Catholic 
Primary schools provide your child with a strong base for 
life-long learning.

World Class 
Achievement
Students in Canberra Catholic schools have topped 
international coding and robotics competitions. 
Our schools have specialist programs embedded in 
curriculum delivery that enable children to grow and 
excel in areas of their interest.

Teachers make 
the difference
Catholic secondary College students overwhelmingly 
attribute their success and profound learning 
experiences to their teachers. They say it’s their 
connection with teachers that instilled in them 
passion for their education; they inspired and 
motivated them to aim higher and believe in their 
best selves. 

Teachers are much more than teachers at Catholic 
Colleges. They are mentors, carers and guides.  They 
challenge, motivate and encourage, and ignite in 
students a true love of learning.  

As education and faith leaders, Principals create 
the ecosystem for each student to achieve personal 
excellence. They are dedicated to creating a deep 
sense of belonging and community within their 
College by kindling mutual respect for difference, 
shared learning and collective support. A unique 
and extensive program of pastoral care also sets 
Catholic Colleges apart. 

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2019Catholic Colleges nurture young 
people to achieve their dreams and 
to make a positive contribution to 

the world around them.

enrolments.cg.catholic.edu.au
For the latest find us on 

facebook.com/ceoacg

“We have a strong 
teacher - student 
connection and a lot 
of time to focus on 
what you’re good at.” 
Gabby, Catholic primary student

“Cost is minimal and the 
experience is absolutely 
fantastic. Our kids are 
not just a number, they 
are a person who the 
staff know, understand, 
and can adapt learning 
programs for.” 
Catholic school parent

“I seek to one day win 
a Noble Prize. St Clare’s 
continues to develop my 
passion for maths and 
science. I enjoy participating 
in all the competitions they 
offer.” 
Asmi, Year 7 St Clare’s 
College, Griffith

 “One of the best things about MacKillop is the 
quality of our teachers. I have established a great 
connection with all of my teachers and I have a 
real confidence in their ability. They know how I 
learn, they are approachable, and they genuinely 
care about my learning and wellbeing. MacKillop 
also has a great setup with specialised teachers 
being available for one-on-one mentoring in the 
Learning Commons. In Mr Michael Lee, we have 
a principal with vision who is clearly passionate 
about this school. Coming to MacKillop was 
probably one of the best decisions I have ever 
made.” 
Thomas, College Captain Year 12, St Mary 
MacKillop College

 “One of the best 
decisions I have 

ever made”
- Secondary College students share their school 

experience 

“I like the support network 
and all the teachers and 
students I have met 
through the extra-curricular 
opportunities that I have 
been involved in.”  
Savahna, Year 11 St Francis 
Xavier College, Florey
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MAY 6 (12pm to 1pm): 
Mass to mark 200 years of 
Eucharistic Adoration in Australia 
at St Patrick’s Church Hill, 20 
Grosvenor St Sydney. For more 
information go to https://www.
facebook.com/
events/358759864633940/

MAY 9 (7.30pm to 9pm): St 
Thomas More Forum at Holy 
Faith Hall, 30 White Cres 
Campbell, ACT. The keynote 
speaker is Western Australian 
Senator Patrick Dodson. Costs 
apply. RSVP is May 7 at midday. 
Enquiries call 0484 355 786 on 
Tuesday between 9am and 
4.30pm or email forum@stthom-
asmore.org.au

MAY 12 (11am to 1pm): 
Pilgrimage to Eileen O’Connor’s 
tomb. Location at 35 Dudley St 
Coogee, NSW. RSVP by May 9. 
Phone (02) 9307 8424 or email - 
vocations@sydneycatholic.org

MAY 12 (12pm): Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for lunch 
Pat Narrabundah Golf Club. A 
tour of the nearby historic 
homestead of Mugga Mugga will 
follow the lunch. Contact Patricia 
on 0412 351 548.

MAY 13: Fatima Day Pilgrimage 
at Pauline Fathers Monastery at 
Penrose Park near Berrima, 
NSW. For bookings contact Judy 
and Joe on (02) 6254 6202.

MAY 13: Oz Rosary #53 is tak-
ing place at various locations. To 
learn more about a location near 
you go to https://www.facebook.
com/OZROSARY53/ or contact 
Jane Chifley on 0476 535 595.

MAY 27 (12pm): Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for lunch 
at ‘The Baker’ (Victoria St 
Sutton). Contact Rosemary on 
0428 599 342.

MAY 20: Holy Spirit Parish 
Gungahlin is celebrating its Feast 
Day and Pentecost Sunday; by 
holding a ‘Birthday Party’ com-
plete with Devonshire Tea after 
the 9.30am Mass.

JUNE 3 (2.30pm): Walk with 
Christ Corpus Christi Feast 
Eucharistic Procession for 200th 
anniversary of Eucharistic 
Adoration in Australia. 
Participants are asked to gather 
at the corner of Pitt St and 
Martin Place in Sydney CBD. The 
procession will conclude at the 
St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt 
with Adoration and Benediction. 
For more information go to 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1830352140348925/

JUNE 10 (12pm): Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for lunch 
at Crowes Restaurant at 
Gundaroo Colonial Inn. Lunch to 
be followed by a walk around the 
town. Contact Patricia on 0412 
351 548.

JUNE 10: St Greg’s Youth LIVE 
– Save the Date.

JUNE 15 (7pm): Greta 
Bradman Live in Concert with 
Pianist Kate Johnson at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral 
Canberra. To book visit www.gre-
tabradman.com or call Ticketek 
on (02) 9266 4034.

JUNE 24 (12pm): Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for lunch 
at the Portrait Café (National 
Portrait Gallery, Parkes ACT). 
Lunch to be followed by a walk / 
tour of the gallery. Contact 
Rosemary on 0428 599 342.

JULY 8 (12pm): Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for lunch 
at Little Brother Café in Red Hill. 
Contact Paul on 0419 411 691.

JULY 11 and 12: St Greg’s 
Youth Queanbeyan Retreat. Save 
the Date.

JULY 12 to 14: The 
PROCLAIM 2018 conference in 
Brisbane is organised and hosted 
on behalf of the National Centre 
for Evangelisation, the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference and 
by the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 
For more information go to 
http://promo.proclaimconference.
com.au/

JULY 14 (9am to 4pm): 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Seminar on Prophetic 
Intercession presented by Anne 
Marie Gatenby, National CCR 
Intercession Coordinator at St 
Peter Chanel Parish Room, 
Yarralumla, ACT. To register and 
for more info, call Neda 0415 
266 019 or Susanna 0419 902 
293.

AUGUST 5: SHINE Youth 
Mass and Rally at St 
Christopher’s Pastoral Centre. 
Save the date.

AUGUST 11: St Mother Mary 
of the Cross MacKillop 
Pilgrimage at Star of the Sea 
Church Eden, NSW. More infor-
mation to follow at a later date.

SEPTEMBER 5 to 7: 
Australian Catholic 
Communications Congress 2018: 
Communicating Hope and Trust. 
Held at Rydges South Bank 
Brisbane. The congress is open to 
everyone communicating the 
Good News across Catholic 
media or communication chan-
nels. For more information go to 
https://www.catholic.org.au/

SEPTEMBER 10 to 14: The 
National Council of Priests 
(NCP) are holding a convention 
in Canberra to discuss matters 
for the Church following the 
Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse and in preparation 
for the Plenary Council in 2020 
and 2021. More details to follow 
as they become available. 

SEPTEMBER 21 to 23: The 

Australian Catholic Youth 
Ministry Convention (ACYMC) 
will take place at the Rooty Hill 
RSL Club. Hosted by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Office for Youth and the Diocese 
of Parramatta. For more informa-
tion go to http://youth.catholic.
org.au/

 
REGULAR GROUPS

CATENIANS in 
CANBERRA: Meet on the 
third Thursday of the month at 
6.45pm for the 7.15pm meeting 
which is followed by dinner at 
8pm. Venue: The Southern Cross 
Club Woden.

COMMUNITY OF THE 
RISEN LORD CANBERRA: 
Meet at 7.30pm each Friday eve-
ning in St Brigid’s Church parish 
hall (2 Bancroft St Dickson) for 
charismatic praise and worship 
with an anointed sharing of the 
Word. Contact Shan on 0412 
310 364 or Sean 0448 510 237.
COUPLES FOR CHRIST 
(CFC) CANBERRA CHAP-
TER: For more information 
contact Chris Carlile 0414 938 
831.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
PRAYER GROUP: Meets 
each Wednesday from 7pm to 
9pm in the parish room at St 
Peter Chanel’s Church Yarralumla. 
Rosary, charismatic praise and 
worship, teachings, testimonies, 
prayer ministry, intercession and 
fellowship. Contacts Susanna on 
0419 902 293, Neda on 0415 
266 019 and Gabriel on 0432 
082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR 
FRANCISCAN 
FRATERNITY: Meet on the 
third Friday of the month at 
7:45pm, St Augustine Church, 262 
Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 139 
or Hélène on 0420 533 
264. Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF 
CANBERRA: Meets fortnight-
ly for discussion and reflec-
tion. Based on the international 
movement Christian Life 
Community.  Contact Steve on 
0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets 
on the third Sunday of each 
month at St Joseph Church 
O’Connor at 2pm.

MAN OVERBOARD: A 
monthly gathering of young men 
discerning priesthood. It is a time 
to gather, reflect; and commune 
in order to feel supported during 
a time of such importance. Each 
gathering will be held on the first 
Friday of every month (public 
holidays excepted). Please RSVP 
to Fr Paul Nulley at paul.nulley@
cg.org.au
For catering purposes or follow 
the prompts at http://www.
manoverboard.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor each Wednesday fol-
lowing the 8.30am Mass. Contact 
Maria on (02) 6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging 
authentic Christian manhood, the 
Canberra chapter of ‘Men Alive’ 
meet on the first Monday of each 
month at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral for Mass at 5pm. Mass 
is then followed by drinks at 
‘Public Bar’ in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE 
NEWLY MARRIED: A men-
toring program for newly mar-
ried couples or engaged couples 
soon-to-be married. Contact 
Debbie and Brian on (02) 6231 
3389 or 0414 878 167. Email: 
mnm@grapevine.com.au

TAIZE PRAYER: The 
Canberra Friends of Taizé 
Ecumenical Group meets regular-
ly for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting Church at 5.30pm. 
All welcome. Enquiries to 
Annemarie (0421 492 554) or 
CBRTaizeFriends@internode.
on.net
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Regular Groups 

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm 
meeting which is followed by 
dinner at 8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for char-
ismatic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 

Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 
or Sean 0448 510 237.

COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC) 
CANBERRA CHAPTER: For 
more information contact Chris 
Carlile 0414 938 831.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the par-
ish room at St Peter Chanel’s 
Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, 
teachings, testimonies, prayer 
ministry, intercession and fellow-
ship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 
902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet 
on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:45, St Augustine Church, 
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 
139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. 
Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CAN-
BERRA: Meets fortnightly for 
discussion and reflection. Based 
on the international movement 
Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at St Joseph Church O'Connor 
at 2pm.

 
 

MAN OVERBOARD: Man 
Overboard is a monthly gather-
ing of young men discerning 
priesthood. It is a time to gather, 
reflect, and commune in order to 
feel supported during a time of 
such importance. Each gathering 
will be held on the third Friday 
of every month (public holidays 
excepted). Please RSVP to Fr 
Paul (paul.nulley@cg.org.au) for 
catering purposes or follow the 
prompts at http://www.manover-
board.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor following the 9.15am 
Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 
6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic 
Christian manhood, the Canberra 
chapter of ‘Men Alive’ meet on 
the first Monday of each month 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then 
followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ 
in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY 
MARRIED: A mentoring program 
for newly married couples or 
engaged couples soon-to-be 
married. Contact Debbie and 
Brian on (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 
878 167. Email: mnm@grapevine.
com.au

Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.  
Entries which are accepted are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au P:02 6295 4300

COMING 
EVENTS

VOCATIONS
Are you 

considering a 
vocation as a  
priest for the 

Archdiocese of 
Canberra and 

Goulburn?

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

paul.nulley@cg.org.au

DECEMBER 5 (6.30pm to 
8pm): Marist College Canberra 
Community Christmas Carols are 
being held on the lawns of the 
junior school at Marr St Pearce. 
The Carols will feature students 
from Marist College and Merici 
College along with Sing Australia. 
Santa is expected to make an 
appearance for photos and fun. 
Everyone is welcome. People 
are encouraged to bring along 
a picnic dinner, and to consider 
donating a gift for St Vincent de 
Paul to support local families 
doing it tough this Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 to 9: 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in Sydney. To learn more go to 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/

DECEMBER 9: Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for their 
annual Christmas Party. Contact 
Tricia on (02) 6288 4070.

DECEMBER 14 (7.30pm): 
Carols at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral in Manuka. All are 
invited to join with Archbishop 
Christopher in a service of 
readings, prayers and carols. 
Featuring musicians from the 
Cathedral Choir, trumpeters, 
trombones, and organ and the 
children’s choir from St Thomas 
More’s Primary School. 

DECEMBER 16 (11am 
Mass): Missionaries of God’s 
Love priests and brothers 
invite you to the profession of 
initial vows and promises at St 

Benedict’s Church Narrabundah. 
Lunch to follow at the school hall. 
Please bring a plate to share.

DECEMBER 16 and 17 (2pm 
each day):  Kaleidoscope presents 
‘A Concerted Effort’ - a concert 
within a play with music by 
individuals and the Choir. Adults 
$15, concessions $10.  
In support of HOME in 
Queanbeyan where all proceeds 
go to providing a supportive, 
loving home for 19 women and 
men with mental illness who 
cannot live independently.  It is 
a community project initiated 
by Father Peter Day. For 
more information contact Reg 
Halliburton on (02) 6297 1859 or 
Viv Arnold on (02) 6166 0187.

DECEMBER 31: Canberra 
Regiona AMICUS (meaning friend) 
Group will meet for dinner and 
dancing to DJ Joe Pelle at The 
Austrian Club. Contact Patricia on 
0412 351 548.

FEBRUARY 16, 2018 to 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018: 
The Earth’s Cry: Care for Our 
Common Home live-in weekend 
with an open day on the Saturday 
(Open day booking essential). 
Presented by Dr Anthony Kelly 
CSsR and Jacqui Remond, former 
director of Catholic Earthcare. 
“The earth, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor; she groans in travail.” (Rom 
8:22) – Laudato Si’ paragraph 
2. For more information and 
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222 
or email info@stclement.com.au

MARCH 20, 2018 to April 
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage 
in Europe. For further details 
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh 
by mobile on 0429 171 400 or 
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
wagga.net.au 

JULY 12 to 14, 2018: 
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference 
held in Brisbane is organised and 
hosted on behalf of the National 
Centre for Evangelisation, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference and by the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. Early bird registration 
will soon be available. For more 
information go to http://promo.
proclaimconference.com.au/
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Regular Groups 

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm 
meeting which is followed by 
dinner at 8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for char-
ismatic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 

Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 
or Sean 0448 510 237.

COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC) 
CANBERRA CHAPTER: For 
more information contact Chris 
Carlile 0414 938 831.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the par-
ish room at St Peter Chanel’s 
Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, 
teachings, testimonies, prayer 
ministry, intercession and fellow-
ship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 
902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet 
on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:45, St Augustine Church, 
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 
139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. 
Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CAN-
BERRA: Meets fortnightly for 
discussion and reflection. Based 
on the international movement 
Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at St Joseph Church O'Connor 
at 2pm.

 
 

MAN OVERBOARD: Man 
Overboard is a monthly gather-
ing of young men discerning 
priesthood. It is a time to gather, 
reflect, and commune in order to 
feel supported during a time of 
such importance. Each gathering 
will be held on the third Friday 
of every month (public holidays 
excepted). Please RSVP to Fr 
Paul (paul.nulley@cg.org.au) for 
catering purposes or follow the 
prompts at http://www.manover-
board.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor following the 9.15am 
Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 
6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic 
Christian manhood, the Canberra 
chapter of ‘Men Alive’ meet on 
the first Monday of each month 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then 
followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ 
in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY 
MARRIED: A mentoring program 
for newly married couples or 
engaged couples soon-to-be 
married. Contact Debbie and 
Brian on (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 
878 167. Email: mnm@grapevine.
com.au

Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.  
Entries which are accepted are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.
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VOCATIONS
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priest for the 

Archdiocese of 
Canberra and 

Goulburn?

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

paul.nulley@cg.org.au

DECEMBER 5 (6.30pm to 
8pm): Marist College Canberra 
Community Christmas Carols are 
being held on the lawns of the 
junior school at Marr St Pearce. 
The Carols will feature students 
from Marist College and Merici 
College along with Sing Australia. 
Santa is expected to make an 
appearance for photos and fun. 
Everyone is welcome. People 
are encouraged to bring along 
a picnic dinner, and to consider 
donating a gift for St Vincent de 
Paul to support local families 
doing it tough this Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 to 9: 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in Sydney. To learn more go to 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/

DECEMBER 9: Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for their 
annual Christmas Party. Contact 
Tricia on (02) 6288 4070.

DECEMBER 14 (7.30pm): 
Carols at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral in Manuka. All are 
invited to join with Archbishop 
Christopher in a service of 
readings, prayers and carols. 
Featuring musicians from the 
Cathedral Choir, trumpeters, 
trombones, and organ and the 
children’s choir from St Thomas 
More’s Primary School. 

DECEMBER 16 (11am 
Mass): Missionaries of God’s 
Love priests and brothers 
invite you to the profession of 
initial vows and promises at St 

Benedict’s Church Narrabundah. 
Lunch to follow at the school hall. 
Please bring a plate to share.

DECEMBER 16 and 17 (2pm 
each day):  Kaleidoscope presents 
‘A Concerted Effort’ - a concert 
within a play with music by 
individuals and the Choir. Adults 
$15, concessions $10.  
In support of HOME in 
Queanbeyan where all proceeds 
go to providing a supportive, 
loving home for 19 women and 
men with mental illness who 
cannot live independently.  It is 
a community project initiated 
by Father Peter Day. For 
more information contact Reg 
Halliburton on (02) 6297 1859 or 
Viv Arnold on (02) 6166 0187.

DECEMBER 31: Canberra 
Regiona AMICUS (meaning friend) 
Group will meet for dinner and 
dancing to DJ Joe Pelle at The 
Austrian Club. Contact Patricia on 
0412 351 548.

FEBRUARY 16, 2018 to 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018: 
The Earth’s Cry: Care for Our 
Common Home live-in weekend 
with an open day on the Saturday 
(Open day booking essential). 
Presented by Dr Anthony Kelly 
CSsR and Jacqui Remond, former 
director of Catholic Earthcare. 
“The earth, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor; she groans in travail.” (Rom 
8:22) – Laudato Si’ paragraph 
2. For more information and 
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222 
or email info@stclement.com.au

MARCH 20, 2018 to April 
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage 
in Europe. For further details 
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh 
by mobile on 0429 171 400 or 
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
wagga.net.au 

JULY 12 to 14, 2018: 
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference 
held in Brisbane is organised and 
hosted on behalf of the National 
Centre for Evangelisation, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference and by the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. Early bird registration 
will soon be available. For more 
information go to http://promo.
proclaimconference.com.au/
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Emphasis on family at farm-stay
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WHEN Pierre and Ruth 
Fakhry stayed for two nights at 
Hillview Farmstay it was a case of  
love-at-first-sight.

For a couple of  years the 
Sydne had been keen to buy a 
piece of  land within an easy week-
end’s drive from the NSW capital.

As fortune would have it, the 
previous owners of  the farm-stay 
were having their first open-house 
on the same weekend that the 
Fakhry’s were visiting.

“We pooled our resources, 
made them an offer and the rest is 
history,” Mrs Fakhry said.

“The fresh country air and 
having space for their young 
children to run around and 
explore was a big factor in us 
choosing to buy the property.  We 
have 950 acres fronting the Hume 
Highway 33 kilometres south of  
Gundagai.”

There is an added element of  
interest for Catholics with the 
property being home to a small 
wooden shrine bearing the title 
‘Our Lady Queen of  Families’.

Mr Fakhry, a qualified car-
penter originally from Lebanon 
built the shrine, whilst last year 
it was blessed on the Feast of  
the Immaculate Conception by 
Fr Luke Joseph, the parish priest 
of  Tarcutta. Fr Joseph is also of  
Lebanese descent.

‘Hillview’ is located at the base 
of  Mount Adrah on the boundary 
of  the Archdiocese. It is interest-
ing to note that in Lebanon 
‘Adrah’ means virgin and is one 
of  the names which they use to 
address Mother Mary.

Mrs Fakhry says she and 
her husband saw this as a deal 
clincher in purchasing the 
property and the first thing that 

they promised themselves was 
that they would build a shrine 
to Our Lady. Canberra’s Daniel 
De Valentin and Wagga Wagga’s 
Emily Shaw painted the images 
which adorn the shrine.

“We want the farm-stay to be 
a home away from home with a 
strong emphasis on family and 
hospitality,” Mrs Fakhry said.

“We thought it was important 
to have the protection or Our 
Lady, to dedicate our apostolate 
to her; and to offer families a nice 
quiet place to pray.

“We encourage Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike to come and 
visit our shrine even if  just for 
a short time.”  The Fakhry’s are 
expecting another addition to 
their family towards the end of  
June. For more information about 
‘Hillview’ go to http://www.
hillviewfarmstay.com.au
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CANBERRA’S Daniel De 
Valentin is not about to give up 
his day job as an engineer, but if  
he did he reckons he would be an 
artist.

The 25 year-old Canberran is 
more than handy when it comes 
to a paint brush. 

Recently the South Tuggera-
nong parishioner completed a mu-
ral commission for the Australian 
National University. 

He has had work exhibited in 
the National Portrait Gallery and 
held in several private collections. 

In September last year Mr De 
Valentin was commissioned by 
Pierre and Ruth Fakhry to paint 
an image of  ‘Our Lady Queen 
of  Families’ for their ‘Hillview’ 
farm-stay chapel near Adelong 
and Tarcutta at the southern part 
of  the Archdiocese.

Mr De Valentin says he was 
grateful for the opportunity, 
noting the correspondence with 
well-known Sydney-based artist, 
Paul Newton, as being one of  the 
highlights.

“I got in touch with Paul for 
some advice on reference material 
for the painting,” he said. 

“Paul painted ‘Our Lady of  the 
Southern Cross’ for World Youth 
Day in Sydney, 2008. 

“He has a wealth of  experience 
and took time to share with me 
some of  the methods he uses in 
his portraits.” 

The project took three months 
to complete. 

Mr De Valentin’s wife, Ruth, 
modelled for the artwork and was 
a huge support during the process. 

“My wife is very patient that’s 
for sure,” he said. 

“A tight deadline, late nights 
and a one-year old daughter cer-
tainly makes for an interesting few 
months.”

In terms of  materials, the work 
is oil paint on hand-stretched, Bel-
gian linen. 

He uses a slow drying paint 
medium to extend the drying time 
of  the oils, allowing him to work 
around a busy schedule. 

Originally from Griffith in the 

Riverina region of  New South 
Wales, he began drawing and 
painting at the age of  eight. 

Mr De Valentin considers his 
Grandfather’s woodturning as a 
main inspiration. “Nonno’s work 
on the lathe was impressive,” he 
said.

“I think we grew up taking it for 
granted a bit. I have fond memo-
ries of  hours spent playing around 
in the bush near Darlington Point 
on the Murrumbidgee while he 
looked for burls for turning.” 

Emphasis on family at farm-stay
“God wills that all His gifts should come to us through Mary” (St. Bernard)

L-R: Francis, Pierre, Elias, Ruth and Markus Fakhry. Picture: John McLaurin.

Daniel is more than handy 
with a paint brush

L-R: Picture: Daniel De Valentin is more than handy with a paint brush. Picture: 
Supplied.
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ADFA, Barnie van Wyk, CEO 
of  St Vincent de Paul Society 
Canberra and Goulburn and 
Mathew Trinca, Director of  the 
National Museum of  Australia. 

THE THREE men charged on 
March 1 2016 after silently pray-
ing the Rosary near the Canberra 
abortion facility in Moore St 
Civic say they intend to continue 
praying in the area.

Emerging from the courtroom 
after their March 9 acquittal, 
Kerry Mellor and John Pop-
plewell said they were pleased 
with the outcome and that 
commonsense had prevailed.

Mr Popplewell, said he was not 
surprised by the result which also 
involved Ken Clancy.

“We were doing nothing that 
would single us out from any 
other person on the streets,” he 
said.

“So to claim we were protest-
ing was absurd. I’m relieved the 
magistrate agreed.”

He expressed disappointment 
at being charged in the first 
instance and said there had been 
up to six uniformed officers 
following them round.

“It did seem like we were being 
targeted to get us off  the streets,” 

he said.
“When the protected area was 

first declared, we moved else-
where to avoid problems, even 
though we believed we were not 
protesting – then the government 
expanded the area to cover where 
we’d moved to!”

Magistrate Theakston ruled 
the second ‘protected area’ did 
not comply with the legislative 
requirement that it be only big 
enough to protect the privacy of  
persons entering or leaving the 
facility.

Mr Mellor said the verdict 
meant their actions had been 
within the law, as the group had 
always contended and added 
that they are grateful for the 
prayers and support shown by 
many people in Canberra and 
elsewhere.

“We’re free to continue the 
prayers and we intend to do so,” 
he said.

“It was quite humbling to be 
told that hundreds of  people 
internationally were following the 

case, and praying for us.
“That was very moving – and 

that’s what the case was about, in 
the end: being able to pray.” 

Mr Mellor said evidence given 
in the court included a detailed 
account of  the nature of  prayer 
in general, and the Rosary in 
particular. He thinks this was 
helpful. He also emphasized 
that the acquittal is not so much 
a personal victory but more a 
triumph for Our Blessed Lady.

“We can go back to pray-
ing the Rosary, to beseech her 
intervention – and to make some 
small reparation for the great evil 
going on in our midst,” he said.

“The prayer is the thing.”
The trio’s court case also 

touched on some Constitutional 
questions regarding the implied 
right of  political free expression.

But in the absence of  a convic-
tion these are likely to be resolved 
in relation to other cases before 
the courts, including convic-
tions under similar legislation in 
Victoria and Tasmania.
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Anticipation is mounting at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Cootamundra 
as it edges closer to the solemn 
celebrations of  the centenary of  
its magnificent church. 

A big weekend is planned on 
October 21 and 22, as Sacred 
Heart Church, on Morris Street, 
marks 100 years. 

“One hundred years is a mile-
stone and we can only imagine the 
sacrifices the early pioneers made 
to nurture the Parish,” said Parish 
Priest Fr Joshy Kurien.

“We are literally standing on 
their shoulders and enjoying the 
fruits of  their labours.

“So much has happened over 
these hundred years and there 
has been so much growth and 
development. 

“In every sense, this centenary 
year is a year of  thanksgiving and 
renewal.”

The history of  the church goes 
back to when Dean O’Shaughnessy, 
the parish priest at the time, de-
cided to upsize from the initial St 
Columba’s Church, which was built 
in 1879 when Fr Patrick Dunne 
was in charge, and now serves as 
a school hall.

Dean O’Shaughnessy would 
go on to build the new church of  
cathedral size and consideration, 
mainly due to the growing num-
ber of  worshipping Catholics and 

of  the fact that a new diocese in 
the southern part of  NSW was 
needed. 

The Diocese of  Wagga Wagga 
was formed the following year.

Sacred Heart Church Coota-
mundra, was completed on June 25 
1916, just months after the church’s 
foundation stone was blessed by 
Bishop Gallagher, then Bishop of  
Goulburn, on February 8.

In the lead up to the main 
weekend in October, the par-
ish has undertaken a number of  
spiritual and cultural activities, with 
parish ministry groups having a 
number of  renewal programs and 
workshops. 

A parish trivia night was held 
on July 22. 

The art show of  local young 
talent on Saturday, August 20, and 
the Centenary Black and White 
Ball at the Cootamundra Town 
Hall on Saturday, September 3, 
were expected to generate a lot of  
interest.

Day one of  final celebrations 
will get under way on Friday, Oc-
tober 21, where priests who have 
served in the parish will gather for 
lunch at 1pm. 

At 6pm, the Sacred Heart com-
munity will flock to the church, 
where Vicar General Fr Tony Percy 
will preside at First Holy Commu-
nion Mass.

Afterwards in front of  invited 
guests, the parish will launch a 

centenary magazine at 7.30pm.
“I thought the appreciation and 

recording of  the last 100 years can 
best be exhibited by the publica-
tion of  a magazine, which carries 
lots of  photos with some stories 
and descriptions,” Fr Joshy said. 

The final day of  celebrations 
on Saturday, October 22, will 
begin with an 8am cemetery visit 
as way of  remembering former 
parishioners.

“I believe that all the priests, 
the religious men and women, the 
laity who have served God’s people 
here at this church over these past 
100 years and who have preceded 
us through the door of  death into 
Eternity, are rejoicing and celebrat-
ing with us,” Fr Joshy said.

Centenary celebrations will con-
clude with Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse, conferring the Sacrament 
of  Confirmation to candidates at 

5pm Mass on Saturday evening. 
A parish barbecue and 200 club 

ticket draw will follow directly after 
the Confirmation Mass.

“In these last three years I have 
learned that Sacred Heart, this 
massive church, means a lot to a 
great many people,” Fr Joshy said

“We are looking forward to wel-
coming all-comers past and pres-
ent to be a part of  this incredible 
celebration.”

Coota’s thanks for centenary of faith 

He might have been in the ACT 
for a short time, but Canberra’s 
new Syro-Malabar Parish Priest, 
Fr Mathew Kunnappillil, says he 
has been well and truly embraced 
by the wider community.

“I feel very happy here,” he said.
“It is my first overseas mis-

sion, but the people here have 
been very welcoming and it has 
been a smooth transition from 
the subcontinent. I like the calm 
atmosphere of  Canberra,”

Like the majority of  Syro-Mala-
bar people, he hails from Kerala in 
Southern India, where St Thomas 
the Apostle brought the faith in 
52 AD. He  was ordained in the 
Syro-Malabar rite after spending 11 
years in formation.

Since taking over from Fr 
Varghese Vavolil, he hasn’t found 
much time to engage with his 
hobbies which include soccer, 
volleyball, cricket and stamp col-
lecting, however he has made rid-
ing around Lake Burley Griffin a 
semi-regular pastime.

Fr Kunnappillil is looking 
forward to building up the blos-
soming St Alphonsa Syro-Malabar 
community parish. 

“Fr Vavovil was in Canberra for 
10 years,” he said. “When he came 
to Canberra there were just four 
Syro-Malabar families and now 
there are 300 families.”

The community is looking for-
ward to celebrating the parish feast 
on October 2.

Women  
get the 
call to
connect

Parish Priest Fr Joshy Kurien outside Sacred Heart Church ahead of its centenary celebrations. Picture: Supplied

By John McLaurin

Warm welcome for  
Syro-Malabar priest

Nearly 50 women from 
Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass, 
Goulburn and Braidwood 
attended the Call to Connect 
ministry day retreat. 

The theme of  the retreat at 
the Red Hill Carmelite Monas-
tery was “Open the Door of  
your Hearts”.

Women enjoyed talks, dis-
cussion groups, reflection time, 
reconciliation and Mass, as well 
as opportunities for socialising 
and meeting new friends.

Judy Bowe from the Mis-
sionaries of  God’s Love gave 
an amusing account of  her 
faith awakening in her talk 
“Faith as an experience of  
Gods Love”.

Fr Steve Fletcher MGL 
gave examples from his own 
life when speaking on “The 
response of  faith, reconcilia-
tion and God’s mercy”.

Coordinators Anne Woods 
and Bronnie Schlager gave a 
talks on “Jesus is Lord” and 
“Our vocation as a lay person” 
respectively. Anne Hartwell 
and Kim Hofmeier each gave 
a reflection.

Call to Connect is a 
women's ministry based in the 
Archdiocese.

For more information go to  
www.calltoconnect.org

The Archdiocese lost one of  its 
few Canberra-born priests with the 
death on August 11 of  Fr Adrian 
James Cork. He was 85.

Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse was principal celebrant at 
the requiem Mass in St Christo-
pher’s Cathedral) with Archbishop 
Emeritus Francis Carroll and 
Bishop Pat Power concelebrating 
along with a large contingent of  
priests.

Archbishop Prowse welcomed 
two of  Fr Cork’s seminary class-
mates, Fr Wilf  Plunkett, of  Wagga 
Wagga, and Fr Kevin Flynn, who 
gave the homily on the day.

In his homily, Fr Flynn spoke 

Archdiocese loses part of Canberra connection

On Monday, October 3, the 
Holy Spirit Secular Franciscan fra-
ternity of  Canberra (Third Order 
Franciscans) will be celebrating the 
transitus of  St Francis of  Assisi. 

On this day Franciscans 
throughout the world will gather 
to celebration the last moments 

of  St Francis’ life, commemorat-
ing his transition from earthly life 
into heaven. 

From the earliest days of  the 
Franciscan Order, the followers 
of  St Francis have gathered on 
the anniversary of  his death to 
celebrate his transitus. The story 

of  his passing is read.
This short celebration will be 

held at St Augustine church Far-
rer, commencing at 7:30pm, and 
followed by a supper. 

For more information please 
call Tony on 0416 704 085, or 
email to  tonybozz@yahoo.com 

Franciscans around the world celebrate

Canberra’s Syro-Malabar Parish Priest Fr Mathew Kunnappillil Picture: John 
McLaurin

By John McLaurin
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Our	after	hours	emergency	dental	

	

	

	

	

We offer Bulk billing for treatment of your children under Child 
Dental Benefit Medicare Schedule.	

	 	
	

	

	 	

Call	any	time	for	
an	appointment	

6254	4920	

	

New	patients	
welcome!	

Free	
Parking	

	

Phone	02	61529214	 Unit	95,11	Wimmera	Street,	
Harrison,	ACT,	2614	

		Opening	Hours:	 Weekdays:	9am-	5pm	
Saturday:	9am	–1pm	

	

	

Anytime	for	Dental	
Emeency	

Our	Dentists:	
Dr.	P.	Rayappu		BDS,	Dip	Clin	
Dent	Oral	Med,	DipGrad	(Otago),	
NZDREX	
Dr.	M.	Packianathan	BDS	
(Otago),	FRACDS	

Mrs	Lynn	Keyworth	
Dental	Therapist		(Saturdays)	
Dr	Shanthi	Tatineni	BDS	
	

For	

♦ After hours emergency dental care 
♦ Professional tooth whitening 
♦ Custom made mouth guards  
♦ Attention to Oral Medicine and  
     pre-cancerous lesions 
♦ Dental care for children 
♦ All aspects of General Dentistry 

Our	after	hours	emergency	dental	
care	for:		

♦ Trauma  
♦ Pain 
♦ Swellings 
♦ Wisdom teeth 
♦ Broken dentures or crowns  
					Phone	02	62544920	,61529214	
					(subject	to	Dentist	availability)	

Reform	Dental	Care	
Unit	95,11	Wimmera	Street,	Harrison,	ACT,	2614	

	

Weetangera	Family	Dental	Care,	Ph:62544920	
Unit	2	Weetangera	Place,	Weetangera	2614,	ACT	

For	dental	Emergency	Call	61529214	
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much more.  All Canberra area, 
10% discount for pensioners.  
Free quotes. No job too big or 
too small. Call Luis Flores on 
0404 605 687 or (02) 6140 1317.

SINGING – If you can talk, you 
can sing. Lessons make singing 
easier. Experienced teacher. 
Varied styles: classical, sacred, 
musicals and popular. Phone 
Rosemary on (02) 6297 2974 or 
0414 228 618.

DENTAL WEETANGERA 
- Weetangera Family Dental 
Care for all dental treatment 
and dental emergencies. Quality 
and painless dental treatment. 
Address: 2 Weetangera Place, 
Weetangera,  ACT. Call (02) 6254 
4920 for an appointment.

DENTAL HARRISON – 
Newly opened. Experienced 
dentist and quality service. All 
types of dental services provided. 
Child friendly environment and 
friendly staff. Emergency dental 
service 24hr/day. Free parking 
available. Address: U95/11 Wim-
mera St Harrison ACT 2914. Call 
(02) 6152 9214 for an appoint-
ment. Email: reformcool 
@hotmail.com
 
HANDYMAN – and painting 
contractor. Small jobs specialist, 
services from: minor carpentry, 
plastering, tiling, fence repairs, 
painting, roofing, plumbing and 

HOLIDAYS SERVICES

SELF-HELP GROUP

TO RENT

COOMA SOUTH - "QUIET 
AREA", 2 BR Villa available to 
rent. Suitable for seniors. Contact 
Roy 0413 185 696.

HARDEN MURRUMBUR-
RAH – Modern 2  b/r a/c 
townhouse. L/U garage, private, 
easy access to shops, churches, 
doctors and club. Set in a 
complex of 4. Apply with current 
references $180 p/w. Phone: (02) 
6386 2700

BROULEE – Spectacular views 
near beach, six-bedroom, three-
bathroom house, two-living 
areas, balcony with wonderful 

views, fully equipped, great for 
family groups, sleeps 14. Phone 
(02) 6257 1222; www.broulee-
beachhouse.com

CURRAJONG, JERVIS 
BAY – Fantastic house with six 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
rumpus. Sleeping 14 it’s ideal for 
two families to share. Stylishly 
redecorated mid 2010. 800m 
to beach. www.currajongbeach-
house.com.au

FOR SALE OR REPAIR

GARDEN – Bags of garden 
manure cow and sheep $6 a bag. 
Minimum order is five bags. Free 
delivery around the Canberra
area. Phone Mark on 0427 053

COUNSELLING – Things not 
going to plan? Sometimes we 
need to talk to someone who can 
help. Maybe it is time to contact a 
professional at Counselling Solu-
tions ACT. Check out the website: 
www.actcounselling.com.au/

FREE – massage, hair-cut, nails, 
food, odd jobs etc as exchange 
or barter. Need new members 
so we can assist pensioners, low 
income, less fortunate etc. Join a 
parish friendship group – weekly 
activities, bus trips etc. Confiden-
tial 0403 050 960 anytime John.

Contact (02) 6239 9831

Furnished or non furnished  1BR 
apartment in Flemington Road. 
Short walk to Gungahlin Market 
opposite to the future light rail. 
Ph: 0421544878.

RENT OR SALE

We are delighted to announce the launch of our second 
Night Patrol Van during Anti-Poverty Week where we will 
reveal the new service locations to the public. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors, supporters and our fantastic 
volunteers! 
 
For information about Night Patrol volunteering  
opportunities please email night.patrol@svdp-cg.org.au  
or call (02) 6282 2722.

NEW NIGHT 
PATROL VAN LAUNCH

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

TUROSS HEADS – Ella 
May Holiday Flats. Renovated 
2 bedroom, walk to the beach. 
Fully equipped. Available all year. 
Weekends available. Off-season 
rates ranging from $150pn to 
$350pn. Contact Deidre on 0414 
597 619 or (02) 6278 5271. Visit 
www.ellamay.com.au

988 or email kellie.potts@
bigpond.com

KENWOOD – Chef food mixer 
$100, microwave from $50. War-
ranty for six months. Free quote 
for repairs. Will trade-in or buy 
microwaves or Kenwood mixers. 
Glass trays from $10. Phone John 
on (02) 6166 5512

CANON C5035 Photocopier/
Printer/Scanner/Fax
$200.00 or free to a parish or 
school. To be collected from 
Favier House, Braddon. If inter-
ested please call (02) 6239 9801.

Advertise  
online

 For more information visit 
www.cgcatholic.org.au/catholic-voice/advertising
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Team effort makes World 
Mission Month a success “THERE are many great 

things happening in our parish 
mission,” Fr Troy Bobbin told 
parishioners as St Gregory’s Par-
ish, Queanbeyan held a successful 
Parish Expo over two days in St 
Gregory’s Primary School hall.

The idea behind the event was 
to formally endorse the 2016-
2018 Parish Pastoral Plan.

Recently elected pastoral coun-
cil members were commissioned 
at Sunday morning Mass.

Fresh from their Krakow 
World Youth Day pilgrimage, 
Laura Ferguson and Ryan Match-
ett spoke about the experience 
of  gathering with other young 
people from around the world to 

celebrate the faith.
Stalls lined the wall of  the hall 

as parish members came together 
to celebrate as community.

Fr Bobbin said the parish 
achieved its main goal in building 
up the community, which came in 
addition to raising awareness of  
existing programs and groups at 
St Gregory’s.

“By raising awareness of  what 
is going on in the parish, we are 
in effect inviting parishioners who 
are interested to participate more 
fully in parish life,” he said. 

“It is important to celebrate 
the many gifts of  the community 
and the contributions already be-
ing made.”

A DISCONNECT between students 
and their local environment and turning 
this into a positive was the impetus behind 
St Bernard’s Primary School Batemans Bay 
claiming a win at the 2016 Criterion Confer-
ence innovation awards held in Melbourne.

Teacher Sallyann Burtenshaw was pro-
nounced winner following her Science 
Technology Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM) discipline, which she taught and 
implemented at St Bernard's.

Engaging several bodies of  the commu-
nity including the council, Green Army, State 
Forestry and local business, Ms Burthenshaw 
and her students designed an automated 
hydroponic garden which is growing fresh 
produce.

The innovation came about after it was 
acknowledged that the project would en-
courage students to use less plastic in their 
lunches.

This, in turn, would mean less rubbish 
finding its way into Short Creek which runs 
past the school and into Casey’s Beach.

Ms Burtenshaw said the school, which 
received a $3000 grant from the Independent 
Education Union and Teachers Mutual Bank, 
was keen to expand on its garden.

“Initially the hydroponic garden will 

supply the canteen but we hope to duplicate 
the system so that we can provide fresh 
lunches for the whole school.

“Then our big goal is to team up with a 
Caritas Mission School and then assist them 
in setting up a hydroponic garden which 
will help less fortunate children around the 
world.”

Archdiocesan Director of  Catholic 
Education Moira Najdecki congratulated 
the staff  and students who were among the 
national finalists to be selected.

“There are many innovative champions in 
our Catholic schools who foster great ideas 
to implement in schools,” she said.

Parish celebrates 
its many gifts

UNITED by their adversity and 
a love of  football among other 
things, there’s not a lot separating 
newly ordained Missionaries of  
God’s Love priests Daniel Ser-
ratore and Adam Crouch.

It  was fitting they were or-
dained together by Bishop Pat 
Power at St Christopher’s Cathe-
dral on October 7, the Feast of  
the Holy Rosary. 

Originally from Adelaide, Fr 
Crouch, 36, reached ordination 
having survived a persistent brain 
tumour, while Fr Serratore 35, 
grew up in a largely single parent 
household in Sydney.

In his homily, Bishop Power 
reminded the pair about his own 
admonition and frame of  mind 

each time he prepared to celebrate 
Mass.

“Celebrate Mass as if  it is your 
first Mass, your last Mass, your 
only Mass,” he said.

He also encouraged them to 
follow the lead of  Pope Francis.

“If  I were asked to give one 
piece of  advice to Daniel and 
Adam, it would be to be pastors 
in the mould of  Pope Francis,” 
Bishop Power said.

“His simplicity of  life in the 
manner of  his patron, Francis 
of  Assisi, his leading us all to the 
person of  Jesus, his refusal to hang 
on to a privileged life, as far as he 
can, leaving aside the trappings 
of  office; all these are not mere 
gestures, but authentic expressions 

of  Christian discipleship.
“Pope Francis tells us to not to 

shy away from the smell of  sheep, 
to be prepared to have our feet 
muddied, to have a genuine love 
for the poor and the least fortunate 
in our world.”

Fr Crouch’s brother and former 
Sydney Swans AFL player Jared, 
read the first reading.

Capping off  a year in which 
they have had six men ordained to 
the priesthood, MGL moderator 
Fr Ken Barker was delighted to 
see the fruits of  the community’s 
labour once again.

"I am very proud of  Adam,” he 
said. “He is a fair dinkum Aussie 
bloke who was a carpenter in Port 
Lincoln, and a popular Aussie 

rules football player, when he en-
countered Jesus in a new way at a 
Disciples of  Jesus Summer School. 

“When he was diagnosed with 
an aggressive brain tumour he was 
shaken but did not lose his trust 
in God. Through prayer he was 
miraculously healed.” 

Fr Barker expressed his grati-
tude for Fr Serratore, who he met 
as a “young up-and-coming highly 
talented businessman with the 
world at his feet. Unlike the rich 
young man in the Gospel, Daniel 
heeded the call of  Jesus and gave 
up all to follow him.” 

Innovation grows on kids

The Missionaries of Charity Sisters and some parishioners check out the stalls at the Queanbeyan Parish Expo.  
Picture: Loui Seselja.

Be pastors new priests told

Frs Adam Crouch and Daniel Serratore with Fr Ken Barker.

Sallyann Burtenshaw receiving her STEM discipline 
award in Melbourne recently. Picture: Supplied.

Rosary trio will be back to pray
Prayers ‘not a protest’

Kerry Mellor said the acquittal is a victory for Our Blessed Lady. Picture: Supplied.

1. The Catholic Church holds a strong position against abortion 
The Catholic Church considers abortion to be “gravely contrary to the moral law.” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, para 2271). The Church holds this position because, 
“Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of 
conception.” (CCC, 2270).

2. The Catholic Church has always held a strong position against abortion
Since the very beginning of Christianity, the Church fathers spoke against the termination 
of the unborn. The Didache, an early Christian tract, states that, “You shall not procure 
[an] abortion, nor destroy a newborn child” (Didache 2:1–2 [A.D. 70]). The Bible itself 
reads, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

3. Catholics need to engage with injustices in politics and society
It is a necessary component of the Christian life that Catholics engage with the moral 
and political issues of their time, as it is a Catholic’s “direct duty to work for a just 
ordering of society.” (Deus Caritas Est, 29 [2005]). In cases of political and societal 
injustice, “it is legitimate for [Catholics] to defend their own rights and those of their 
fellow citizens against the abuse of this authority.” (Gaudium et Spes, n. 74 [1965]). 

4. Catholics need to stand up for freedom of religion.
The Catholic Church holds that “the right to religious freedom has its foundation in the 
very dignity of the human person.” (Dignitatis Humane, 1 [1965]). Religious freedom 
must, thus, “be recognized in the juridical order and sanctioned as a civil right.” 
(Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine, 422).

5. Prayer is a fundamental part of engagement against injustice
Prayer is a legitimate and necessary response to societal injustice. Prayer has the effect 
of opening people “to an encounter with others marked by respect, understanding, 
esteem and love.” (Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine, 519). It cannot be 
dispensed with as “prayer and Christian life are inseparable.” (CCC, 2745).

BY JOSEPH DOYLE

Five things to remember  
regarding abortionKen Hawke, 22, hasn’t missed 

a beat since knocking on the 
door of  Garran’s St Peter and 
Paul’s Church just over 12 
months ago.

The Latin Mass devotee, who 
was received into the Church 
at the Easter Vigil, is a former 
atheist and says what led him to 
the Catholic faith was an earnest 
search for the truth. 

“After a couple of  months of  
study into both Christ’s life, and 
the beliefs of  various churches 
claiming to be His, I came to a 
conclusion that it was down to 
either the Orthodox or Catholic 
Church,” he said.

“I attended the Russian 

Orthodox Divine 
Liturgy on Palm 
Sunday last year, 
and followed that 
up with the Latin 
Mass on the 
same day. 

“After entering 
the Latin Mass, 
I never quite 
looked back.” 

Mr Hawke, who completed a 
Bachelor of  International Studies 
at University of  Canberra says he 
knew that he wanted to become 
a Catholic from the moment he 
arrived.“Waiting these 12 months 
of  my Catechesis has been 
incredibly difficult,” he said. 

Ken’s earnest search



ACROSS
3 Jordan, for one
9 The demons “Legion” begged Jesus 

not to command them here (Lk 8:31)
10 Diocese of Mobile is located in this 

American state
11 First of the four living creatures in 

Revelation 4
12 “…and a ___ for every matter under 

heaven” (Eccl 3:1)
13 The flight to here is one of the 

Sorrows of Our Lady
15 Father of David
16 Ravens fed him
17 The Seven Last ___ of Jesus
20 Lent markers
22 Juan’s clergyman
23 Second word in the name of a Parisian 

basilica
25 St. John the Baptist is the patron saint 

of this country
26 Zechariah was the first person in the 

New Testament to see this (Lk 1:11)
29 Bathsheba’s first husband
31 Gennesaret, for one (Lk 5:1)
32 Diocese opening
35 St. John ___ (Basilica)
36 Parable of the Lost ___
37 Patron saint of hermits
DOWN
1 Church divider
2 Meetings of bishops
3 Mercy Sisters letters
4 Our Sunday ___ newspaper
5 Pharaoh of the Exodus, perhaps

6 “___, eat; this is my body.” (Mt 26:26)
7 Catholic colony in America
8 Belief
14 The Chosen People
15 ___ of Arc
18 “Gloria in excelsis ___”
19 Satan’s realm
21 16th century saint with a flowery name
22 “___ for us”
23 Vocation
24 He saw the wheel
27 First place
28 Jesus said there was none of this in 

Nathanael (Jn 1:47)
30 Biblical instrument
33 One of the three theological virtues
34 Jesus entered Jerusalem this 

type of animal
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Regular Groups 

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm 
meeting which is followed by 
dinner at 8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for char-
ismatic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 

Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 
or Sean 0448 510 237.

COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC) 
CANBERRA CHAPTER: For 
more information contact Chris 
Carlile 0414 938 831.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the par-
ish room at St Peter Chanel’s 
Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, 
teachings, testimonies, prayer 
ministry, intercession and fellow-
ship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 
902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet 
on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:45, St Augustine Church, 
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 
139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. 
Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CAN-
BERRA: Meets fortnightly for 
discussion and reflection. Based 
on the international movement 
Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at St Joseph Church O'Connor 
at 2pm.

 
 

MAN OVERBOARD: Man 
Overboard is a monthly gather-
ing of young men discerning 
priesthood. It is a time to gather, 
reflect, and commune in order to 
feel supported during a time of 
such importance. Each gathering 
will be held on the third Friday 
of every month (public holidays 
excepted). Please RSVP to Fr 
Paul (paul.nulley@cg.org.au) for 
catering purposes or follow the 
prompts at http://www.manover-
board.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor following the 9.15am 
Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 
6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic 
Christian manhood, the Canberra 
chapter of ‘Men Alive’ meet on 
the first Monday of each month 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then 
followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ 
in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY 
MARRIED: A mentoring program 
for newly married couples or 
engaged couples soon-to-be 
married. Contact Debbie and 
Brian on (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 
878 167. Email: mnm@grapevine.
com.au

Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.  
Entries which are accepted are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au P:02 6295 4300

COMING 
EVENTS

VOCATIONS
Are you 

considering a 
vocation as a  
priest for the 

Archdiocese of 
Canberra and 

Goulburn?

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

paul.nulley@cg.org.au

DECEMBER 5 (6.30pm to 
8pm): Marist College Canberra 
Community Christmas Carols are 
being held on the lawns of the 
junior school at Marr St Pearce. 
The Carols will feature students 
from Marist College and Merici 
College along with Sing Australia. 
Santa is expected to make an 
appearance for photos and fun. 
Everyone is welcome. People 
are encouraged to bring along 
a picnic dinner, and to consider 
donating a gift for St Vincent de 
Paul to support local families 
doing it tough this Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 to 9: 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in Sydney. To learn more go to 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/

DECEMBER 9: Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for their 
annual Christmas Party. Contact 
Tricia on (02) 6288 4070.

DECEMBER 14 (7.30pm): 
Carols at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral in Manuka. All are 
invited to join with Archbishop 
Christopher in a service of 
readings, prayers and carols. 
Featuring musicians from the 
Cathedral Choir, trumpeters, 
trombones, and organ and the 
children’s choir from St Thomas 
More’s Primary School. 

DECEMBER 16 (11am 
Mass): Missionaries of God’s 
Love priests and brothers 
invite you to the profession of 
initial vows and promises at St 

Benedict’s Church Narrabundah. 
Lunch to follow at the school hall. 
Please bring a plate to share.

DECEMBER 16 and 17 (2pm 
each day):  Kaleidoscope presents 
‘A Concerted Effort’ - a concert 
within a play with music by 
individuals and the Choir. Adults 
$15, concessions $10.  
In support of HOME in 
Queanbeyan where all proceeds 
go to providing a supportive, 
loving home for 19 women and 
men with mental illness who 
cannot live independently.  It is 
a community project initiated 
by Father Peter Day. For 
more information contact Reg 
Halliburton on (02) 6297 1859 or 
Viv Arnold on (02) 6166 0187.

DECEMBER 31: Canberra 
Regiona AMICUS (meaning friend) 
Group will meet for dinner and 
dancing to DJ Joe Pelle at The 
Austrian Club. Contact Patricia on 
0412 351 548.

FEBRUARY 16, 2018 to 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018: 
The Earth’s Cry: Care for Our 
Common Home live-in weekend 
with an open day on the Saturday 
(Open day booking essential). 
Presented by Dr Anthony Kelly 
CSsR and Jacqui Remond, former 
director of Catholic Earthcare. 
“The earth, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor; she groans in travail.” (Rom 
8:22) – Laudato Si’ paragraph 
2. For more information and 
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222 
or email info@stclement.com.au

MARCH 20, 2018 to April 
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage 
in Europe. For further details 
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh 
by mobile on 0429 171 400 or 
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
wagga.net.au 

JULY 12 to 14, 2018: 
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference 
held in Brisbane is organised and 
hosted on behalf of the National 
Centre for Evangelisation, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference and by the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. Early bird registration 
will soon be available. For more 
information go to http://promo.
proclaimconference.com.au/

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary

-This prayer must be said for 
three days and after that the 
request will be granted.
O most beautiful flower of 
Mt Carmel, fruit vine splen-
dorous of heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in my necessity. Star of the 
Sea, help me and show me 
herein you are my mother. 
O Mary conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to Thee (pray this 
3 times). I place this cause in 
your hand (x3). Thank you for 
mercy toward me and mine.

    Classifieds
Cost: $10 for the first 30 words, and 50c for 
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HOLIDAYS

SERVICES

TO RENT
FOR SALE or 

REPAIR

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

SELF-HELP GROUP

BRUCE, ACT: Full board 
available for a student in a caring 
Catholic home. Close to univer-
sities and amenities. Long term 
option only. $250 pw (neg) plus 
expenses. Referees required. 
Phone: 0430 667 447.

CANBERRA: Own room, 
bathroom and sitting room 
(including utilities) in a clean and 
comfortable house in Duffy, shar-
ing with one older person. 
Would suit student or quiet per-
son. Non-smoker, references 
required. $170pw, call 0429 300 
549.

LAWSON, ACT: 1 x fur-
nished bedroom with ensuite, 
kitchen and laundry available to 
rent for female student / adult 
belongs to Catholic faith. Close 
to University of Canberra - 
$250pw plus utility bills. Provide 
references. Phone 0415 205 826 
for details.

HARDEN 
MURRUMBURRAH: Modern 
2 b/r townhouse with a/c. L/U 
garage, private, easy access to 
shops, churches, doctors and club. 
Set in a complex of four. Apply 
with current references - $180 
p/w. Phone: (02) 6386 2700.

HARRISON, ACT: Small 
office space available. Phone Dr 
Packi on 0421 544 878.

BROULEE: Spectacular views 
near beach. Six-bedroom, 
three-bathroom house. Two living 
areas, includes balcony with won-
derful views, fully equipped. 
Great for family groups – sleeps 
14. Phone: (02) 6257 1222. Visit 
www.broulee-beachhouse.com

CURRAJONG, JERVIS 
BAY: Fantastic house with six 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
rumpus. Sleeping 14, it’s ideal for 
two families to share. Stylishly 
redecorated in mid-2010. Visit 
www.currajongbeach-house.com.
au

TUROSS HEADS: Ella May 
Holiday Flats. Renovated two 
bedrooms, walk to the beach. 
Fully equipped, available all year 
including weekends. Off-season 
rates ranging from $150 p/n to 
$350 p/n. Contact Deidre on 
0414 597 619 or (02) 6278 5271. 
Visit www.ellamay.com.au

BOAT: Aluminium 3.7m twin 
cylinder Mercury motor and 
trailer. ACT rego, four life jack-
ets, Hummingbird electronic fish 
finder and oars. All immaculate 
condition. Photos available. 
$1,750. Phone Max on (02) 
6254 4994 or email maxrowe@
grapevine.net.au

GARDEN: Bags of garden 
manure cow and sheep, $6 per 

bag. Minimum order is five bags. 
Free delivery around Canberra 
area. Phone Mark on 0427 053 
988.

KENWOOD CHEF FOOD 
MIXER $100, MICROWAVES 
from $40. Six month warranty. 
Free quote for repairs. Will 
trade-in or purchase old items. 
Microwave glass trays from $10. 
Phone John on (02) 6166 5512 
or 0403 050 960.

BM SCRAP METAL: Any 
scrap metal wanted - Unwanted 
cars, trucks, vans, bikes, bus etc. 
We pay cash $$$. With every 
sale we would like to donate a 
percentage into our parish. So 
let’s clean up and support our 
local parish established in 1965. 
Call Matt Martin – 0422 050 553 
or Bill Martin – 0412 210 245.

COUNSELLING: Things not 
going to plan? Sometimes we 
need to talk to someone who 
can help. Maybe it is time to con-
tact a professional at Counselling 
Solutions ACT. Visit www.act-
counselling.com.au

GETIN2IT PLUMBING: 
New homes, fix taps, toilet 
repairs, blocked drains. Min call 
out fee $80.00 – discount for 
pensioners. Please call us for 
your free quote as well as some 
water saving tips. Call Matt – 
0422 050 553.

HANDYMAN and 
PAINTING 
CONTRACTOR: Small jobs 
specialist. Services range from 

minor carpentry, plastering, tiling, 
fence repairs, painting, roofing, 
plumbing and much more. All in 
Canberra area. Free quotes. 10% 
discount for pensioners. No job 
too big or too small. Phone Luis 
Flores on 0404 605 687 or (02) 
6140 1317.

SINGING: If you can talk then 
you can sing. Lessons make sing-
ing easier. Experienced teacher. 
Varied styles including classical, 
sacred, musicals and popular. 
Phone Rosemary on (02) 6297 
2974 or 0414 228 618.

DALMENY, NSW: Building 
site for sale. Great location with 
ocean views. Phone John on 
0413 153 384 or 0417 200 153.

Share your talents with others, 
exchange or barter. Assist pen-
sioners, low income earners and 
those less-fortunate. Need for 
massage, hair-cut, nails, food, odd 
jobs etc. Massage can improve 
circulation, mobility and well-be-
ing. Confidential. Phone John any-
time on 0403 050 960.



6 “___, eat; this is my body.” (Mt 26:26)
7 Catholic colony in America
8 Belief
14 The Chosen People
15 ___ of Arc
18 “Gloria in excelsis ___”
19 Satan’s realm
21 16th century saint with a flowery name
22 “___ for us”
23 Vocation
24 He saw the wheel
27 First place
28 Jesus said there was none of this in 

Nathanael (Jn 1:47)
30 Biblical instrument
33 One of the three theological virtues
34 Jesus entered Jerusalem this 

type of animal
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ENQUIRIES: Ph (02) 6239 9813 
Mail: GPO Box 3089, Canberra 2601  

Email: tribunal@cg.catholic.org.au

TRIBUNAL
of the Catholic Church

Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
Outreaching to all those who have experienced a 
marriage breakdown and question the validity of 
their first marriage as understood by the Church.

Every life is unique,
 Every funeral should be too.

For more than 100 years,

M.H. O’Rourke’s has

provided families with 

caring practical advice on 

arranging funerals.

We offer support and will 

help you fi nd the best way 

of celebrating the life of 

your loved one.

Canberra (02) 6166 0966
Queanbeyan (02) 6297 1052
E: info@orourkefunerals.com.au
www.orourkefunerals.com.au
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DOZENS of  items from the 
Vatican’s Anima Mundi Museum 
are part of  a new exhibition at 
the National Museum of  
Australia that seeks to explore 
Islamic faith and culture.

Almost 70 of  the 120 objects 
in the “So That You Might 
Know Each Other” exhibition 
came from the Vatican’s vast col-
lection of  pieces from around 
the world.

Most of  the Vatican objects 
that are part of  the exhibition 
were gifts from the Muslim 
world to Pope Pius XI in the 
1920s, when he announced he 
would be holding an exposition 
to showcase the cultures of  the 
world.

Fr Nicola Mapelli, director of  
the Anima Mundi Museum, 
which means “Soul of  the 
World”, was in Canberra for the 
recent launch. He said the 
Vatican’s enthusiasm in support-
ing the exhibition shows the 
deep respect the Catholic 
Church has for other cultures.

“It is very important for us to 
show our commitment to the 
dialogue between cultures and 
the dialogue between religions,” 
he said.

When the items currently in 
Australia are on display at the 
Vatican, Fr Mapelli said their 

place alongside the great 
Catholic masterpieces from 
Renaissance masters is a demon-
stration that “for the Vatican 
Museum, beauty is a universal 
thing; it is something that 
belongs to all cultures”.

A similar exhibition featuring 
a large number of  items from 
the Vatican was held in Sharjah, 
in the United Arab Emirates, in 

2014. 
The Sharjah Museums 

Authority has provided more 
than 40 items for the current 
Australian exhibition, with 
another dozen items collated 
from Australian collections.

Manal Ataya, director general 
of  the Sharjah Museums 
Authority, said “So That You 
Might Know Each Other” is a 

“unique exhibition devised to 
give a glimpse of  the diversity of  
Muslim material culture, and is 
intended to foster intercultural 
dialogue and promote tolerance 
and peace – among Muslims the 
world over and between Islam 
and other faiths”.

National Museum of  
Australia director Matthew 
Trinca said he believes the exhi-

bition has the power to help 
bridge a gap in cultural and reli-
gious understanding when it 
comes to Islam and its relation-
ship with other faiths and com-
munities.

“This exhibition wouldn’t 
happen without this great com-
ing together of  traditions and 
faiths, and peoples from those 
traditions and faiths, in ways that 
encourage us all to be the best 
we can be in creating the world 
we live in now and the world in 
the future,” he said.

Fr Patrick McInerney SSC, 
director of  the Columban Centre 
for Christian-Muslim Relations, 
said in Australia there is an over-
whelming spirit of  openness and 
dialogue between adherents of  
the world’s two largest faiths, 
though there remain misunder-
standings and even fears about 
the Muslim community.

“For the little bit of  animosity 
that is around, the best cure, the 
best antidote is meeting Muslims 
face to face, getting to know one 
another, and that’s precisely what 
this exhibition offers,” he said.

The “So That You Might 
Know Each Other” exhibition 
runs until July 22. To learn more 
go to http://www.nma.gov.au/
exhibitions/so-that-you-might-
know-each-other

Fr Nicola Mapelli of the Vatican’s Anima Mundi Museum and Manal Ataya of the Sharjah Museums Authority at the 
launch of “So That You Might Know Each Other”. Picture: Supplied.

Exhibition explores Islamic faith and culture

SPEAKING after the National Mass 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral to com-
memorate the ANZAC centenary, Fr 
Tony Percy, described the ANZAC cere-
mony as ‘profoundly Christian’.

“The ode deals with remembrance, we 
remember and Christ remembered at the 
Last Supper,” the Archdiocesan Vicar 
General said.

“The Last Post deals with death, the 
reality of  death, and then there’s a min-
ute’s silence which I suppose honours 
the silence of  Holy Saturday, then the 
Reveille (bugle call) which deals with the 
Resurrection, so they’re profoundly 
Christian symbols and are fitting for the 

ANZAC moment.”
Bishop Max Davis AM, Military 

Ordinariate of  Australia, was the princi-
pal celebrant at the Mass. He was joined 
by Archbishop Christopher Prowse and 
Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana (Papal 
Nuncio to Australia), while Bishop Pat 
Power and Msgr Peter O’Keefe AM con-
celebrated.

The Ensign Party on the day was 
made up of  Officer Cadets and 
Midshipmen from the Australian 
Defence Force Academy, who actively 
played a part in the Last Post, the 
Reveille and the retiring of  the colours.

LEST WE FORGET!

National ANZAC Day Mass

Member of the Ensign Party at the National ANZAC Day Mass at St Christopher’s Cathedral on 
April 25. Picture: John McLaurin.
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AUSTRALIA will follow 
other countries in saying a 
nationally recognised Rosary this 
month.

More than 100 locations 
including parishes, schools and 
prayer groups, have already 
signed on to the nation’s May 13 
prayer effort which is titled 
#OzRosary53.

The campaign has been initi-
ated and organised by a group in 
Sydney which includes former 
Sacred Heart Cootamundra 
teacher, Jane Chifley.

“The Fifty-three signals the 53 
Hail Mary’s which are said during 
the Rosary,” she said.

“The hashtag makes the cam-
paign popular via its social media 
networks.”

The initiative is under the 
patronage of  Bishop Emeritus 
David Cremin and will see 
Australia join Poland, England, 
Ireland and France in praying for 
the welfare of  the country.

Over one million Catholics 
recently gathered around the 
borders of  Poland to pray the 
Rosary for protection of  their 
country. Italy and France fol-
lowed suite then Ireland with 
over 280 locations praying 
around their coastline.

The UK Rosary was held on 
April 29 with more than 300 
locations.

Many priests and bishops sup-
ported the event by leading the 
people in prayer to local beaches, 
cliffs, boat piers, and coastal 
areas. Pope Francis has already 

given an apostolic blessing to 
this initiative, which is being 
called ‘The Coast to Coast Rosa-
ry’.

Some prayer groups and par-
ishes in the Archdiocese have 
already signed up to the 
Australian campaign.

O’Connor Parish Priest, Fr 
Paul Nulley and members of  the 
local Legion of  Mary conference 
will pray the Rosary at the top of  
Black Mountain in the ACT, 
while Moruya, Temora, Grenfell 
and Gundagai are also taking 
part, as are parishes in the West 
Wyalong Mission.

Major centres like Sydney, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Perth, all have multiple ven-
ues, while rural people from iso-
lated properties are meeting with 
others on their farms to join in. 
One group of  young people are 
in the process of  organising their 
prayers on the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge.

Other groups are organising 
prayer at mountains, parks, 
beaches and lookouts and photos 
on the day are strongly encour-
aged.

To join in praying for the pro-
tection of  Australia, you can 
either initiate your own Rosary 
or join in a group already hap-
pening. Locations, contacts and 
registration details can be found 
at the website https://ozrosary.
wixsite.com/ozrosary53 or go to 
the ‘Oz Rosary 53’ Facebook 
page. The phone contact is 0476 
535 595.

“I AM all yours my Queen 
and my Mother and all that I 
have is yours”. 

With these words in a con-
densed St Louise-Marie de 
Montfort formula; the Legion 
of  Mary’s active and auxiliary 
members in the Archdiocese 
publicly renewed and expressed 
their Consecration to Mary 
recently. 

This year’s Acies, the most 
beautiful and profound yearly 
function of  the Legion, was held 
at St Joseph’s Catholic Church at 
O’Connor on March 24, in an 
anticipated feast of  the 
Annunciation. 

The solemn ceremony and 
Mass was led and celebrated by 
the Apostolic Nuncio, 

Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana 
with Fr Paul Nulley, the Legion’s 
spiritual director concelebrating. 
In his talk and homily, 
Archbishop Yllana explained the 
essence of  Mary’s being full of  
‘grace’ manifested in three sig-
nificant events; at the 
Annunciation, the Wedding at 
Cana and at the Foot of  the 
Cross.

As a lay movement, the main 
work of  the Legion of  Mary in 
Canberra is evangelisation, 
working for the glory of  God 
through the holiness of  its 
members developed by prayer 
and active cooperation with 
Mary and the Church.  

The Legion of  Mary is pres-
ent in five parishes in Canberra 

with another one in Goulburn. 
With the rapid growth of  

population in Canberra and the 
change in social and cultural 
conditions, legionaries hope to 
open praesidia in every parish. 
They also hope to use their tal-
ents, charisms and resources to 
support their parishes for the 
work of  The New 
Evangelisation.

The Legion are having a big 
recruitment drive this month 
with an information session to 
be held on Saturday, May 26 at 
2pm at St Brigid Parish Centre, 2 
Bancroft Street Dickson.  

For more information con-
tact: Marie Lazaro on 
0405669022 or email lomholy-
spirit@gmail.com

Australia to pray a national Rosary
Devotion to Mary

Elizabeth Doyle praying the Rosary at Sacred Heart Church, Temora. Picture: Amber Maher.

PARISH or GROUP LOCATION DATE and 
TIME

CONTACT

St Joseph’s Parish 
O’Connor

Black Mountain, 
ACT

May 13 at 
11.15am

The Parish
(02) 6247 5957

Sacred Heart Parish 
Moruya

Moruya Heads 
Historic 

Cemetery

May 13 at 
12pm

Rachel Glover
(02) 4474 2024

St Patrick’s Parish 
Gundagai

St Patrick’s 
Church 

Gundagai

May 12 at 
5.30pm

Elizabeth Maher
(02) 6945 3220

St Mary’s Parish
West Wyalong

St Mary’s 
Church West 

Wyalong

May 13 at 
9.15am

Fr Emil Milat
(02) 6972 3655

Our Lady of  Lourdes 
Parish Lake Cargelligo

Our Lady of  
Lourdes Church 
Lake Cargelligo

May 12 at 
6.45pm

Fr Emil Milat
(02) 6972 3655

St Joseph’s Parish Ungarie St Joseph’s 
Church Ungarie

May 13 at 
7.45am

Fr Emil Milat
(02) 6972 3655

Sacred Heart Parish 
Temora

Sacred Heart 
Church Temora

May 12 at 
5.30pm and 
May 13 at 

9.30am

Parish 
(02) 6977 2104

St Joseph’s Parish Grenfell St Joseph’s 
Church

May 13 at 9am N/A

This is not necessarily an exhaustive list of  Archdiocesan parishes partaking 
in Oz Rosary #53.

Free Gosepl Reflections     www.cgcatholic.org.au

Our Lady’s ‘grace’ manifested in Legion of Mary
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CDF
Catholic Development Fund

Canberra and Goulburn

www.cdf.cg.catholic.org.au

Supporting parish initiativesSupporting parish initiatives

Australia to pray a national Rosary

Our Lady’s ‘grace’ manifested in Legion of Mary

Graduations and ANZAC Day

Top: Flag bearers on ANZAC Day. Picture: John McLaurin. L-R Msgr Peter O’Keefe VG of the Military Ordinariate with 
Bishop Pat Power. Picture: John McLaurin. Defence Force personnel. Picture: John McLaurin.
Above: Army, Navy and Air Force personal were represented at the National ANZAC Day Memorial Mass. Picture: John 
McLaurin.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Catholic Institute Sydney graduates (L-R) Alexander Osborne, Joseph Doyle and 
Deacon Namora Anderson. Picture: Jeanine Doyle

ACU graduates (L-R) Louise Osborne-Goldsbrough with Gabrielle Brewer. 
Picture: Supplied

Bishop Max Davis of the Military Ordinariate (middle) in prayerful company. 
Picture: John McLaurin.



Over 200 million 
Christians worldwide 
experience persecution  
for their faith in Jesus

 Become a regular donor today

Freecall 1800 101 201 or visit 

www.aidtochurch.org/catholicvoice

We are the only 
international Catholic 

charity that focuses 
on the pastoral and 
spiritual support of 
suffering Christians

Help us to assist our brothers and sisters who are oppressed and forgotten


