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Archbishop’s Message
Archbishop Christopher Prowse

vocations to the priesthood

TAKE A LOOK AT THE NEW WEBSITE: WWW.CATHOLICVOICE.ORG.AU

TUESDAY, 4 - 11.00am 2020 Plenary 
Listening Sessions with Years 5 -10 
students, St Christopher’s Pastoral 
Centre
   
WEDNESDAY, 5 - 7.00am 
Christian Leaders Breakfast, Woden 
Alliance Church, Waramanga
  
THURSDAY, 6 - 9.00am Council of 
Priests/Trustees & Consultors Meeting
   
FRIDAY, 7 - 7.00pm
Priestly Ordination of Adrian Chan & 
Namora Anderson,
St Christopher’s Cathedral

SATURDAY, 8 -  9.00am Mass, Sisters 
of Charity for Feast Day of St Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta,
St Gregory’s Church, Queanbeyan

SUNDAY, 9 - 11.00am Confirmation 
Mass, St Gregory’s Parish, 
Queanbeyan 1.00pm Confirmation 
Mass, St Gregory’s Parish, 
Queanbeyan

TUESDAY, 11 - 11.00am Australian 
Centre for Christianity and Culture 
Board Meeting
6.00pm Confirmation Mass, St 
Michael’s Church, Kaleen
  
WEDNESDAY, 12 - 9.00am 
Permanent Committee Meeting, 
Sydney 6.00pm Confirmation Mass, St 
Monica’s Parish, Evatt

THURSDAY, 13 - 6.00pm 
National Council of Priests of Australia 
Conference Mass, QT Canberra

FRIDAY, 14 - 12.15pm
Mass, St Christopher’s Cathedral

SATURDAY, 15 Delegation of the 
Pontifical Council for Inter-religious 
Dialogue 

WEDNESDAY, 26  - 7.00pm Episcopal 
Ordination of Bishop-Elect Charles 
Gauchi, Darwin Archdiocese

THURSDAY, 27  - 5.30pm 
ACT ACU Chapter Meeting, Watson

SUNDAY, 30  - 11.00am Mass, St 
Christopher’s’ Cathedral

Dear Friends in Christ,
The ordination of  two of  our 

young men to the priesthood on 
7th September 2018 is a great joy 
for the Archdiocese.

Frs. Namora Anderson and 
Adrian Chan have co-discerned 
with us over a long period of  
time that the gentle call of  the 
Holy Spirit deep within them is, 
indeed, a call to the ministerial 
priesthood.

They have pledged total 
commitment to exercise the 
priesthood of  Jesus Christ as 
priests in the Archdiocese of  
Canberra and Goulburn all the 
days of  their life. May the Lord 
Jesus and Mary, the mother of  all 
priests, strengthen their resolve 
in both the good and challenging 
times ahead

In regard to the challenging 
times ahead, I am reminded of  a 
very strong statement made some 
years ago by a former Cardinal 
Archbishop of  Chicago in USA 
who was not one to make strong 
statements. 

Cardinal Francis George (1937 
– 2015), in reflecting on being a 
bishop in the increasingly hostile 
world for religious belief  in the 
Western world of  today had this 
to say:

“I expect to die in my bed. My 
successor will die in prison. His 
successor will die a martyr in the 
public square. His successor will 
pick up the shards of  a ruined 
society and slowly help rebuild a 
society as the church has done so 

often in human history.”
Let us hope this is an exag-

geration! However, it may be 
seen as the consequence of  a 
State making laws beyond its 
competence.

Yet, history has shown that 
young people will be drawn all 
the more to the priesthood and 
religious life in a society that 
starts to persecute religious 
believers.

Please encourage priesthood 
vocations for our Archdiocese. 
You have all been most generous 
in giving monies for the educa-
tion of  our seminarians. Thank 
you so much. Can I impose 
on your generosity further to 

encourage vocations in your own 
families and friends. I would be 
so pleased to have many more 
vocations. For those interested, 
please contact my Vocations 
Director, Fr Paul Nulley paul.

nulley@cg.org.au to seek further 
advice and direction.

Later this year, I will be happy 
to ordain, please God, to the 
(transitional) Diaconate, Alexan-
der Osbourne.

I am also so happy to an-
nounce that Fr Loi Viovicente, 
our Filipino parish priest of  Page 
and Aranda, has been incardi-
nated into the Archdiocese. 

The times are tough for 
religious belief. The challenges 
are many and the societal context 
looks bleak. But we are people 
of  hope and courage. Our shared 
Catholic faith can grow so much 
when under pressure. The Holy 
Spirit is with us more than ever 
before because our needs are so 
great. 

In this Year of  Youth, and in 
the lead up to the Plenary Coun-
cil of  Australia (2020/2021), and 
in the aftermath of  the Royal 
Commission, let us all do what 
Jesus asks of  us and “Put out 
into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.” (Luke 5/4)

“I expect to die in my bed. My successor will 
die in prison. His successor will die a martyr in 
the public square. His successor will pick up 

the shards of a ruined society and slowly help 
rebuild a society as the church has done so often 

in human history.”

in a hostile world

the joy of

The ordination of Namora 
Anderson and Adrian Chan 
will take place on Friday 
September 7 at 7pm at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral, 
Forrest. 
Namora and Adrian will be 
ordained by Archbishop 

Christopher Prowse  and light 
refreshments will be served 
afterwards at St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre Hall. 
Those wishing to attend need 
to RSVP by August 27 to 
namora.anderson@cg.org.au or 
adrian.chan@cg.org.au.

Save the Date: September 7
Ordination of Adrian and Namora

Lasting bonds forged with Nigerian Diocese
ARCHBISHOP Christopher 

Prowse recently welcomed Ni-
gerian Bishop Michael Apochi 
to the Archdiocese as part of  
a broad sharing of  culture and 
practices of  the church in the 
two parts of  the world.

“Over the last few years, 
the Archdiocese of  Canberra 
Goulburn and the Diocese of  
Otukpo have moved into an 
exchanging of  gifts, a friend-
ship with each other, so that 
we can enjoy the gifts of  God’s 
kingdom that he gives to his 
universal church,’ Archbishop 
Prowse said.

“Three of  the priests 
from the Bishop’s Diocese 
are exercising Ministry here 
in this Archdiocese, and also 
we’re looking at doing some 
basic funding for some of  the 
projects in Bishop’s Nigerian 
Diocese.

“In so doing, we’re showing 
an exchange of  gifts in the 
universal church of  the Catho-
lic faith, building each other up, 
gifts being shared, and learnings 

of  the different cultural aspects 
of  this great church through-
out the world that the Lord 
founded.”

Bishop Apochi expressed his 
gratitude for the opportunities 
and experiences the co-
operation between his Diocese 
and the Canberra Goulburn 
Archdiocese has offered

“I am really grateful on 
behalf  of  the Catholic Diocese 
of  Otukpo for our relation-
ship,” he said.

“The relationship be-
tween the Diocese and the 
Archdiocese; the relationship 
between the Bishop and the 
Archbishop;  and the relation-
ship between the laity and the 
laity here of  the Archdiocese 
and between the priests and 
religious of  our Diocese and 
yours… we are really very, very 
grateful.

“This is a clear indication of  
how the church is really uni-
versal … Australia, Nigeria… 
coming together and working 
together in harmony.”

Archbishop Christopher Prowse welcomes Nigerian Bishop Michael Apochi
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Archbishop’s Message
Archbishop Christopher Prowse
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AUGUST 19 (10.30am to 12 
noon): Plenary Council Listening 
and Dialogue for the Monaro 
Deanery at St Patrick’s School 
Cooma.

SEPTEMBER 9 (11am to 
12.30pm): Plenary Council 
Listening and Dialogue for the 

Monaro Deanery at St Joseph’s 
Catholic School Bombala.

OCTOBER 27 (10am):  
Plenary Council Listening and 
Dialogue in the Western Deanery. 
Session will be held somewhere 
in Cootamundra. Exact location to 
be confirmed at a later date.

 

OCTOBER:  
Plenary Council Listening and 
Dialogue in the Northern Deanery 
(Queanbeyan). Exact date and 
location to be confirmed closer to 
the event.

NOVEMBER:  
Plenary Council Listening and 
Dialogue in the Northern Deanery 

(Goulburn). Exact date and 
location to be confirmed closer to 
the event.

DECEMBER:  
Plenary Council Listening and 
Dialogue in the Coastal Deanery. 
Exact date and location to be 
confirmed closer to the event.

Upcoming Regional Listening and Dialogue Sessions in the Archdiocese

Biblical poetry often uses a 
dual meaning.  This psalm’s image 
is a good example.  We immedi-
ately understand that “building 
a house” means constructing 
a physical edifice.  But in the 
biblical mind, it also can mean 
inter-personal arrangements that 
are pleasing to God.

In the New Testament, 
Jesus, in His Life, Death and 
Resurrection, has inaugurated 
the Kingdom of  God.  Through 
our Baptism we have become 
co-responsible to “building up” 
the Kingdom of  God in our own 
time and place.

All this is done, as the psalm 
directs, by placing our every 
confidence and trust in the Grace 
of  God working among us and 
through the subtle power of  the 

Holy Spirit.
Ultimately, it comes down 

to following our own Catholic 
Spiritual Wisdom and Tradition 
perhaps best articulated by St 
Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556).

He is attributed to have said: 
“Pray as if  everything depends 
on God, work as if  everything 
depends on you.”

I thought of  this Ignatian gem 
many times since we have begun 
in the Archdiocese our ‘Listening 
and Dialogue’ sessions as part 
of  our journey to the Australian 
Plenary Council of  2020/2021.

My initial observation so far 
is that we have struggled to truly 
answer the essential question of  
these sessions:

“WHAT DO YOU THINK 
GOD IS ASKING OF US IN 

AUSTRALIA AT THIS TIME?”
Pragmatic Australians seem 

to move too quickly to the 
“everything depends on US” 
aspect, without truly pondering 
on the other vital dimension that 
“everything depends on God.”

I believe finding the balance 
between those two poles is the 
vital challenge.  This is a task of  
deep conversion.  It requires a 
true humble and docile listening 
to what “God is asking of  us in 
Australia at his time”

You may wish to read carefully 
my PASTORAL LETTER on 
this (www.cgcatholic.org.au) and 
other matters pertaining to the 
PLENARY COUNCIL (www.
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au)

This Grace of  conversion that 
we are seeking nationally and as 

an Archdiocese will truly test our 
Christian maturity.  Not seeking 
this gift from the Lord Jesus will 
mean we will become increasingly 
polarised and reduced to mere 
religious ideological factions.

“Lord Jesus, deliver us from 
this evil!”

Our initial attempts so far in 
responding to the challenges of  
the Plenary Council have been 
credible.  Attendances at meet-
ings to date have been encourag-
ing.  The tone has been generally 
respectful.  The facilitators have 
shown skill and are earnest.
“Lord Jesus, help us to be the 
people you want us to be in 
these
 troubled times for faith com-
munities throughout Australia.  
AMEN.”

The Plenary Council 2020/21 
- an initial impression of the journey

DEAR FRIENDS IN CHRIST, 
One of  my favourite passages of  scriptures is from Psalms 127:

“If The Lord Does Not Build The House, In Vain Do The Builders 
Labor”  (Psalm 127/1)

WEDNESDAY, 8 7.30am 
Ecumenical Leaders Breakfast, St 
Christopher’s Pastoral Centre
12.15pm Mass, St Christopher’s 
Cathedral 2.00pm Australian 
Centre for Christianity & Culture 
Board Meeting, Barton

SATURDAY, 11 8.00am
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Pilgrimage leaves Canberra from St 
Christopher’s Cathedral
11.00am St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop Procession, Eden
12noon Pilgrimage Mass, Star of 
the Sea Parish, Eden

SUNDAY, 12 11.00am  Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral
12noon Australian Jewish Anzac 
Remembrance Service, National 
Jewish Memorial Centre, Forrest

TUESDAY, 14 10.00am
ACU Senate Mass/Meeting, ACU 
Canberra Campus

WEDNESDAY, 15  11.30am 
Reconciliation
12.15pm Mass, St Christopher’s 
Cathedral

FRIDAY, 17 9.15am 
ACU/CSYMA Leaders Formation 
Symposium, St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre 
   
SATURDAY, 18  7.30am 
Men’s Breakfast, St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church Hall, Forrest
11.00am  Blessing Syro Malabar 
property, 138 Narrabundah Lane, 
Symonston
5.00pm ACU Graduate Certificate 
Course, St Christopher’s Pastoral 
Centre

SUNDAY, 19  11.00am  Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral

SATURDAY, 25  6.00pm Mass, St 
John the Apostle Parish, Kippax

SUNDAY, 26 10.00am 180 years 
celebration Mass, St Augustine’s 
Parish, Yass

TUESDAY, 28 10.40am ‘Plenary 
Council Q & A’ with Marist Year 12 
students, Marist College

The ordination of Namora 
Anderson and Adrian Chan 
will take place on Friday 
September 7 at 7pm at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral, 
Forrest. 
Namora and Adrian will be 
ordained by Archbishop 

Christopher Prowse  and light 
refreshments will be served 
afterwards at St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre Hall. 
Those wishing to attend need to 
RSVP by August 27 to namora.
anderson@cg.org.au or adrian.
chan@cg.org.au.

STANDING by the new etched glass window in St Peter’s Church 
Binda are Lesley Nagle, Gail Johns and Kevin King.

The new window is behind the altar and floods the church with light.
The original artwork was designed by Julie Lonneman a freelance 

illustrator in Cincinnati, Ohio and was published by Liturgy Training 
Publications, Chicago. The artwork is used with permission.

Save the Date
Ordination of Adrian and Namora

Keepers of the Keys
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Archbishop’s Message
Archbishop Christopher Prowse

On the journey to the  
Plenary Council 2020/21

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.

 O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia

 and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.

Give us the grace to see your face in one another

and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.

 Give us the courage to tell our stories

 and to speak boldly of your truth.

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other

and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.

 Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,

 that we may live the joy of the Gospel.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

bread for the journey from age to age.

Amen.

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

PlenaryCouncilPrayer

DEAR FRIENDS in Christ, 
This will be my fourth 

and final reflection on the 
Plenary Council of  Australia 
(2020/2021).  For my other 
theological/pastoral Reflections 
refer to Catholic Voice editions 
(March, April and May 2018)

May I encourage you to access 
the Plenary Council website at 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.
org.au/ to access resources and 
vital information on this exciting 
journey of  faith for all of  us.

We are to listen to what the 
Holy Spirit is saying to us in these 
challenging times.  The Plenary 
Council official prayer asks the 
Holy Spirit to: 

“Give us the courage to tell 
our stories and to speak boldly 
of  your truth.  Give us ears to 
listen humbly to each other and a 
discerning heart to hear what you 
are saying”.

These petitions “to speak 
boldly…to listen humbly” are 
close to the pastoral heart of  
Pope Francis in his wisdom 
for the Catholic Church in 
this “change of  era.”  Both 
responses are necessary simul-
taneously.  “To speak boldly” 

(“apostolic courage”) without 
listening humbly is unworthy 
of  mature Christians.  Yet, “to 
listen humbly” without speaking 

out boldly, your observation is a 
missed opportunity to contribute 
on our journey of  faith together.  
Let us reflect on these responses 
carefully in the years up until 
2021.

As we gather in the times 
ahead in all different types of  
coming together, we are to reflect 
deeply on this seminal question: 
“What do you think God is 
asking of  us in Australia at 
this time?” It is what “God is 
asking of  us” not what “we are 
asking of  God.”  This is crucial.  
It enables the whole journey to 
be a time of  deep conversion 

leading to pastoral action. 
My desire is that each of  our 

six Deaneries (Canberra dividing 
into two) are to become LIS-
TENING POSTS to what the 
Holy Spirit is truly saying to us in 
these times.

We need to follow carefully 
the four step template given to 
the entire Catholic Church of  
Australia on how to engage and 
respond as we gather in small or 
larger groups on several occa-
sions in the times ahead. (See the 
website)

The reflections of  each 
gathering are submitted online 
to the National Plenary Council 
team. These will be examined and 
will develop the agenda for the 
Plenary Council in 2020/21.

Soon I will gather my Catholic 
Voice theological/pastoral reflec-
tions over the last four months 
and present them to you both 
electronically and hard copies for 
your prayerful consideration.  I 
hope you can reflect on these 
to help shape our listening and 
sharing sessions.

Let us pray for each other.
Pray for me sometimes.

What do you 
think God is 

asking of us in 
Australia at this 

time?

POPE Francis has sent his 
support and blessings to the 
Catholic Church in Australia as it 
commences a three-year process 
to consider its future through the 
Plenary Council 2020.

The Church in Australia, on 
the feast of  Pentecost, yesterday 
marked the official launch of  
the Plenary Council, which 
will culminate in gatherings in 
2020 and 2021 to consider the 
Church’s governance, laws and 
practice.

In a special message for the 
Catholic community in Australia, 
Pope Francis said that he hoped 
“through patient dialogue and 
faith-filled discernment, the 
conciliar journey will confirm the 
Catholics in Australia in a spirit 
of  fraternal unity and missionary 
discipleship”.

That, the Holy Father said, 
would enable them to be “a 
leaven of  holiness, justice and 
reconciliation in today’s rapidly 

changing society”.
Perth Archbishop Timothy 

Costelloe SDB, president of  the 
Plenary Council, expressed his 
gratitude for the Pope’s encour-
aging message.

“We are embarking together 
on an important initiative that 
holds great promise for the 
Catholic Church in Australia,” 
Archbishop Costelloe said.

“It is wonderful to know that 
the Holy Father is aware of  what 
we are doing and fully supportive 
of  it.

“The Pope’s prayer for us 
reminds us of  our great need for 
the wisdom, harmony and open-
ness to God’s will, which are the 
gift of  the Holy Spirit, without 
which the Plenary Council will 
not bear the appropriate fruit 
which we pray will renew the face 
of  the Church in Australia.”

Visit the Plenary Council 
website at: www.plenarycouncil.
catholic.org.au

Pope Francis sends 
blessings as Plenary Council 
process beginsTHURSDAY, 7 9.00am Council of 

Priests Meeting

TUESDAY, 12 11.00am Australian 
Centre for Christianity and Culture 
Board Meeting, Barton

THURSDAY, 14 10.15am Confirma-
tion Retreat, Transfiguration Parish, 
Curtin

SATURDAY, 16 6.00pm Confirma-
tion Mass, Sacred Heart Parish, 
Cootamundra

SUNDAY, 17 9.00am Confirmation 
Mass, Transfiguration Parish, Curtin
11.00am Confirmation Mass, 
Transfiguration Parish, Curtin

TUESDAY, 19 10.00am 
Plenary Council Listening Session, 
Eastlake Football Club Gungahlin
7.00pm Plenary Council Listening 
Session, Eastlake Football Club 
Gungahlin

WEDNESDAY, 20 Overnight St 
Vincent de Paul CEO Sleepout

THURSDAY, 21 St Vincent de Paul 
CEO Sleepout
10.00am  Plenary Council Listening 
Session, Eastlake Football Club, 
Kingston

7.00pm Plenary Council Listening 
Session, Eastlake Football Club, 
Kingston

SATURDAY, 23 6.00pm Confirma-
tion Mass, Sacred Heart Parish, 
Temora

SUNDAY, 24 10.00am Confirma-
tion Mass, Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish, Ardlethan

WEDNESDAY, 27 6.00pm 
Confirmation Mass, St Matthew’s 
& St Vincent’s Parish, St Matthew’s 
Church, Page

THURSDAY, 28 6.00pm Confir-
mation Mass, St Matthew’s & St 
Vincent’s Parish, St Vincent De Paul 
Church, Aranda

FRIDAY, 29 12.15pm Mass, St 
Christopher’s Cathedral
5.00pm THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL 
– Program of Leadership and 
Mission, St Christopher’s Pastoral 
Centre, Forrest

SATURDAY, 30 10.00am THE JOY 
OF THE GOSPEL – Program of Lead-
ership and Mission, St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre, Forrest
6.00pm Aboriginal Sunday Mass, St 
Benedict’s Church, Narrabundah



THE SKIES were grey but 
the faces shone as over 450 
young people from across the 
Archdiocese gathered at Marist 
College on Monday to experience 
the Shine Gathering.

The event was a gathering of  
year 9 and 10 students who had 
recently chosen an elective within 
the Religious Education cur-
riculum focused on the CSYMA 
youth ministry program.  Though 
not compulsory, the elective is 
something some students have 
chosen to do after participating 
in a Catch the Wave retreat run 
by Youth Ministers earlier this 
year. A real fruit of  the CSYMA 
model now seeking to be imple-
mented across all schools in our 
Archdiocese.

Project Officer for Catholic 
Schools and the New Evangelisa-
tion, Nathan Galea said he was 
tremendously encouraged by the 
turnout of  young people keen to 
find out more about their faith.

“At a time in the church where 
we have about a three per cent 
participation rate at Mass on the 
weekend, and here we’ve got 
nearly 500 kids who are stepping 
out to look at what this whole 
thing is about Jesus, and what the 
gift is of  our faith, it’s a pretty 
exciting time in our Archdiocese 
and I feel like there’s a real Grace 
that something’s at work here,” 
he said.

The day consisted of  a range 
of  events, from ice-breaking 
crowd pleasers, to workshops, 
testimonies and proclamations 
of  young people sharing their life 
stories.

Many of  the students particu-
larly appreciated the opportunity 
to mix with students from other 
schools, and other regions.

One of  the key aspects of  the 
event was that it wasn’t the end 
point of  a process, and many 
teachers were excited to head 
back into the school with this 

momentum, and with the model 
in the schools for them to take 
the next step. Mr Galea thanked 
the Archdiocese Youth Ministry, 
all of  the schools and the teachers 

involved for their ongoing 
examples in faith and for assisting 
to make the event a reality.

“We especially want to 
thank Marist College for their 

hospitality in hosting such a huge 
event, and to have it in the middle 
of  a day when the school’s in 
operation… we’re very grateful 
for that,” he said.

3LOCAL

Youth Ministry

Archdiocesan youth shine

TAKE A LOOK AT THE NEW WEBSITE: WWW.CATHOLICVOICE.ORG.AU

Hannah McMahon speaks with students from across the Archdiocese
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St Paul’s seminarians remembered 

TAKE A LOOK AT THE NEW WEBSITE: WWW.CATHOLICVOICE.ORG.AU

BUILT in 1897, for years its 
Pyrmont sandstone walls stood 
at the centre of  the Sacred Heart 
Monastery overlooking  Kensing-
ton, both church and later school 
for local Catholics.  

Today, that central building 
and those around it perform a 
range of  functions, including use 
as a conference centre.

But for thirty shining years 
within the Monastery grounds 
operated a seminary for “older 
men,” an innovative idea at 
the time, giving men who 
received a late vocational call an 
opportunity to graduate in four 
years rather than the usual seven.

From 1968 until 1998, 281 
priests were ordained at St Paul’s, 
23 of  them from the Canberra 
Goulburn Archdiocese.

“Twenty three of  our best 
priests went through St Paul’s,” 
according to Emeritus Bishop 
Pat Power, editor of  the new 
book ‘Late Call’.

Bishop Power, a graduate of  
St Columba’s, Springwood and 
St Patrick’s, Manly, said he always 
had a great admiration for the 23 
graduates of  St Paul’s from this 
Archdiocese. 

For that reason he took on 
compiling the book as a labour 
of  love to tell their stories. His 

fascination with St Paul’s, aside 
from his personal fondness for 
the place where he attended 
many bishop’s conferences, 
stems from the wide range of  
backgrounds the seminarians 
came from.

“It was a seminary for late 
vocations and it was started by 
the Missionaries of  the Sacred 
Heart,” Bishop Power said.

“In those days it was at least 
a seven year course for the 
priesthood, and the Missionaries 
of  the Sacred Heart were looking 
for a shorter course for some of  
their people who were interested 
in being Missionaries of  the 
Sacred Heart,” Bishop Power 
said.

“So what St Paul’s offered was 
a four year course rather than a 
seven year course. 

From there it developed 
that some of  the bishops were 
interested, and then the idea 
expanded to be a national 
seminary.”

The process of  collating the 
book began last year for Bishop 
Power while attending the 
Archdiocesan retreat. 

He began reaching out to the 
former seminarians to see who 
would participate in the project 
and when there seemed sufficient 

interest, he asked them to write 
a potted version of  their stories 
(between 500 and 1000 words). 
Of  the original 23, 17 are still 
living and others were sought to 
write for those who have already 
passed away.

“The stories themselves are 
simply written,” Bishop Power 
said.

“I found, when I sat down to 
read them, that the stories spoke 

for themselves in a way that 
touched my heart and I believe 
in a way that would speak lucidly 
to the readers of  this book. They 
are just a nice collection of  
stories.”

Bishop Power points out that 
the reason that St Paul’s closed 
was related to the reason it 
opened in the first place. 

In 1968, the seven year 
requirement at traditional 

seminaries was rigid, but by 1998 
there was more flexibility, accom-
modating late call seminarians as 
well.

Today, the buildings remain 
although few traces of  the 
seminary do. New stories are be-
ing created and told around those 
old buildings, but with the help 
of  this book, some of  the old 
stories will now be remembered 
as well.

IF YOU’RE looking to the 
heavens for signs of  rain, Sr 
Benedetta Bennett from the 
South Coast of  NSW believes 
you should consider a silent 
prayer to Saint Mary MacKillop.

“I think she’s fairly good at 
getting rain,” Sr Benedetta said.

“It rained on the time of  
her beatification, people got 
absolutely saturated, and it 
rained again at the time of  her 
canonisation. So I think we can 
trust Mary to intercede for us.”

Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse spoke with Sr Benedetta 
at this year’s Mary MacKillop 
pilgrimage to Eden in which 
people from across the Arch-
diocese, and from even further 
abroad, travelled to Eden to 
give thanks for the life of  Mary 
MacKillop

Now in its second year, the 
pilgrimage continues to grow.

Sr Benedetta said the pilgrim-
age is of  special significance to 
people of  that region as it was 
nearby that St Mary McKillop’s 

mother, Flora McKillop, died.
“This day is important for the 

people of  Eden because it was 
just off  the shores down here 
at Green Cape that Flora was 
drowned on her way to Sydney 
to help Mary with a bazaar that 
was going on,” Sr Bernedetta 
said

“That day, 71 people lost their 
lives and they couldn’t find some 
of  the bodies for a while – as 
a matter of  fact only 24 were 
found in the long run.”

After a few days, the body 
of  St Mary’s mother, Flora 
MacKillop, floated up towards a 
pilot ship which picked it up and 
brought it in to shore. The ladies 
of  the district cared for Flora’s 
body at the Pier Hotel until John 
McDonald, Mary’s cousin, could 
come down to collect the body 
and formally identify her.

Sr Benedetta believes that 
Mary MacKillop inherited many 
of  her best traits from her 
mother.

 “First of  all, there was her 

trust in God,” Sr Benedetta said.
“They had financial worries, 

the loss of  Mary’ brothers and 
sisters. But Flora always said, we 
trust in God, he will provide, 

and Mary learned that from her.
“And Mary also learned 

forgiveness from her mother. 
She was able to forgive people, 
and not only forgive but excuse 

them and she wouldn’t hear 
any criticism of  those people 
who had harmed them. All of  
this Mary had learned from her 
mother.”

Mary MacKillop pilgrimage provides hope

“We trust in 
God, He will 

provide”

Book Launch



ARCHBISHOP Prowse 
issued two challenges to St Al-
phonsa’s parish when he blessed 
their new Symonston building 
alongside Monsignor Francis 
Kolencherry, Vicar General 
of  the Syro-Malabar Eparchy 
of  St Thomas, Melbourne, on 
Saturday.

One was to make sure that 
they continue to remain part of  
the broader Catholic community, 
and the other that they continue 
to retain and celebrate their 
unique culture and practices.

“Two extremes are to be 
avoided,” he said.

“The first extreme to be 
avoided is that you are going to 
withdraw and come here to this 
place and form a little Syro-Mal-
abar group, separate from the 
rest of  the Archdiocese. But that 
won’t happen because it’s in your 
DNA to be part of  something 
bigger than just the present.

“And the other extreme to be 
avoided is to float about a bit 
like milk in the sea and blend in 
with everybody else, losing your 

identity.”
The building was secured by 

the St Alphonsa Syro-Malabar 
Parish recently after a herculean 
fund-raising effort coupled 
with focused prayer vigils, with 
support from the Catholic 
Development Fund.

Archbishop Prowse said that 
it was a remarkable development 
that they had come so far in 
just 12 years, now with over 400 
families.

He reassured the parishioners 
that the entire Archdiocese 
are standing beside them and 
offering their support as they 
worry about family and loved 
ones affected by flooding back in 
Kerala in India.

One of  those affected by 
flooding was Bishop Bosco 
Puthur, Eparch of  the Syro-
Malabar Eparchy of  St Thomas, 
who Archbishop Prowse said 
was marooned on an island at 
the time of  the blessing.

The parishioners of  St 
Alphonsa exist within two 
overlapping structures. They 

are simultaneously part of  
the Archdiocese of  Canberra 
Goulburn as well as the Syro-
Malabar Eparchy of  St Thomas 
the Apostle, Melbourne.

Archbishop Prowse empha-
sised that the members of  St 
Alphonsa’s parish should be 
proud of  both of  their contin-
ued growth and the achievement 
of  securing these premises, and 
of  their heritage and culture.

“Never let anybody put you 
down, Archbishop Prowse said.

“Even in the last week in 
parliament, there were people 
putting migrant people down.

“We are migrant people, all 
of  us, we are pilgrims on the 
journey.”

“Migrant people are not a 
burden, you are the joy in our 
hearts and we are delighted that 
you come to Australia with your 
wonderful strong faith.”

Other speakers at the Blessing 
included Monsignor Francis 
Kolencherry, Father Mathew 
Kunnappillil, Sebastian Mathew 
and MC Leeba Samuel.
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St Paul’s seminarians remembered New St Alphonsa 
parish building
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WOMEN of  the Archdiocese 
of  Canberra and Goulburn have 
designed their own consulta-
tion event to contribute to the 
renewal process, Plenary Council 
2020, initiated by the Australian 
Catholic Church.

In a break from the traditional 
gatherings being held in the 
Archdiocese, the one-day event, 
scheduled for Saturday, 8 Sep-
tember, is designed by women, 
for women.

Another unique feature is the 
effort being made to include all 
Catholic women, engaged or 
disengaged, affiliated or disaffili-
ated, hopeful or grieving.

“Women are invited to come 
with an attitude of  openness, 
listening and participation”, said 
Andrea Dean, a member of  the 
planning group. 

“There will be a reflective and 
respectful tone to the process as 
we are deliberately using a style 
of  spiritual decision making 
called discernment.”

Marilyn Hatton, long-term 
advocate for Church renewal, 
said, “The meeting will provide 
an opportunity for women to 
voice their concerns and hopes 
for the Church. 

We acknowledge that those 
who attend will come from dif-
fering backgrounds and may hold 
widely divergent views on a range 

of  issues. All are welcome.”
As well as contributing to 

the national Church renewal 
process, the consultation will also 
decide on the form and focus 
of  an Archdiocesan women’s 
group. Previously a Commission 
for Women, which represented 
Catholic women and organized 
formation and education, came 
to an end.

Lorraine Barker, former 
secretary of  the Commission for 
Women, said, “I grieved the loss 
of  the Commission for Women 
but I’m hopeful that something 
rich and wonderful will emerge 
from this event”.

The planning group, who 
have the support of  Archbishop 
Prowse, are anticipating women 
will come from across the 
Archdiocese. Donations towards 
catering costs and venue hire will 
be accepted on the day.

The venue is the Australian 
Centre for Christianity and Cul-
ture, Barton ACT. The consulta-
tion will commence at 10 am and 
conclude at 3 pm. Background 
material will be distributed to 
ensure that participants are both 
clear about the purpose of  the 
consultation and feel welcomed. 

Those who are interested in 
attending, and those wishing to 
be billeted, are invited to register 
at www.catholicwomen.org.au

Women 
encouraged to 
consult 

For more information contact: 
Andrea Dean, Director 
Office for the Participation of Women 
Email: director.opw@catholic.org.au  Ph: 0487388873

Plenary Council 2020

We have lots of stories on the Catholic Voice 
website, but there’s room for more. Let us 
hear your story… just click the SHARE YOUR 
STORY button at the top right of the new 
Catholic Voice website.

Share YOUR story
with the Catholic Voice readers

www.catholicvoice.org.au

Archbishop Christopher Prowse joined with Monsignor Francis Kolencherry and Father Mathew Kunnappillil in blessing 
St Alphonsa parish’s new Symonston premises.
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Australian to lead Catenian’s 
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Every life is unique,
 Every funeral should be too.

For more than 100 years,

M.H. O’Rourke’s has

provided families with 

caring practical advice on 

arranging funerals.

We offer support and will 

help you fi nd the best way 

of celebrating the life of 

your loved one.

Canberra (02) 6166 0966
Queanbeyan (02) 6297 1052
E: info@orourkefunerals.com.au
www.orourkefunerals.com.au
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THE CATHOLIC bishops 
of  Victoria have issued a pasto-
ral letter to Catholics outlining 
their opposition to the Victorian 
Government’s Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Bill. 

Copies of  the letter have been 
sent to all Victorian parishes.

The fate of  the historic Bill 
now rests with 40 MP’s in the up-
per house.

It was passed through the lower 
house at 47 votes to 37, following 
a 25 hour sitting on October 19 
and 20. Victoria will be the first 
state in Australia to offer assisted 
dying if  the legislation is passed 
by the upper house.

The bishops say that, if  passed, 

the Bill will change the criminal 
code to allow doctors and other 
health professionals to become 
actively and deliberately involved 
in the premature death of  patients.

The proposed safeguards do 
not guarantee that all deaths will 
be voluntary and that people will 
not also die because of  careless-
ness, error, fraud, coercion or 
self-perceived pressure.

They point out that endorsing 
suicide as a solution to pain of  
suffering sent the wrong message 
to the young.

“It would be plain wrong 
to legally endorse any form of  
suicide when governments and 
community groups are working 

so hard to persuade others that 
there are better options available 
than taking their own life.”

The bishops are calling on 
Catholics of  Victoria to make 
their voices heard by sharing their 
concerns about the Bill.

The contentious Bill to legal-
ise assisted dying for terminally 
ill Victorians was introduced to 
Parliament in September.

If  passed without amendment, 
people suffering from an advanced 
and incurable disease, illness or 
medical condition would get the 
right to choose a doctor-assisted 
death from 2019.

The Andrews Government’s 
legislation is modelled on the 

recommendations of  an expert 
panel chaired by former Austra-
lian Medical Association presi-
dent Professor Brian Owler and 
claimed to be the most conserva-
tive in the world.

Under the proposal, terminally 
ill Victorians could access lethal 
medication within 10 days of  ask-
ing to die, following a three-step 
request process involving two 
independent medical assessments.

They must be over the age of  
18, of  sound mind, expected to 
die within 12 months and suf-
fering in a way that “cannot be 
relieved in a manner the person 
deems tolerable”.

The patient must administer 

the drug themselves, but a doc-
tor could deliver the lethal dose 
in rare cases where someone was 
physically unable to end their own 
life.

To read a copy of  the October 
9 pastoral letter which is signed 
by Archbishop Denis Hart, 
Bishop Paul Bird, Bishop Pat 
O’Regan and Bishop Les Tom-
linson go to http://cathnews.
com/pastora l - le t ters/1053-
171010-vic-bishops-voluntary-
a s s i s t e d - d y i n g - b i l l - 2 0 1 7 /
file

This story was first published in 
the October 2017 issue of  Catho-
lic Life – the diocesan newspaper 
of  the Sale Diocese.

Poland’s Rosary chain

Victorian Catholics being called on

AUSTRALIAN Catholic University has bestowed their highest 
honour on Sister Anne Gardiner fdnsc AM, recently awarding her 
an honorary doctorate at a ceremony in Sydney. 

Apart from six years of  teaching in Nauru and four in Darwin, 
Sister Anne has wholeheartedly devoted her life to teaching at the 
Tiwi Catholic mission on Bathurst Island for more than five decades. 
Now 86 years old, she continues to live on Bathurst Island, where 
she has supported Tiwi culture and heritage, enriched the community 
and contributed to the education of  multiple generations. 

ACU Vice-Chancellor and President Professor Greg Craven said 
she characterised the values of  the Church and of  ACU’s Mission. 

“At the core of  the Catholic faith is love, compassion, charity, and 
empathy. It would be difficult to go past Sister Anne for a greater 
example of  these qualities. 

“Sister Anne has driven the pursuit of  the Catholic Intellectual 
tradition by advocating the importance of  education as a right for 
the Tiwi people, always in the spirt of  openness and dialogue and 
always searching for the Truth in Love in advancement of  the com-
mon good.”

Sr Anne Gardner 
honoured by ACU 

Sign up for a weekly update of the news and events happening around the Archdiocese
www.bit.ly/encounter_enews

A r c h d i o c e s a n  E - n e w s  b u l l e t i n
Encounter

Sign up for a weekly update of 
the news and events happening 

around the Archdiocese
www.bit.ly/encounter_enews

THOUSANDS of  Polish 
Catholics gathered ‘in a chain’ 
along their country’s border last 
month on the feast of  Our Lady 
of  the Rosary (October 7) where 
they prayed for peace, as well as 
for the future and salvation of  
Poland and the world.

The event titled “Rosary at the 
Borders,” fell a week before the 
100th anniversary of  the final ap-
parition of  Our Lady of  Fatima, 
who encouraged the world to pray 
the Rosary for peace.

It was organized by a lay 

movement called the Solo Dios 
Basta Foundation (God Alone 
Suffices) and supported by the 
Polish Bishop’s Conference. 
Several state-owned companies 
sponsored by the event. Approxi-
mately 90 percent of  the country 
identifies as Catholic.

Participants gathered for prayer 
at 320 churches near the border 
of  Poland as well as in 4,000 des-
ignated prayer zones.

The feast of  Our Lady of  the 
Rosary, which also commemorates 
the anniversary of  the Battle of  

Lepanto. Mary the Mother of  
God, through the prayer of  the 
rosary, is credited for a key victory 
against the Ottoman Empire.

The Rosary is “a powerful 
weapon in the fight against evil,” 
states the official website for the 
event. Some participants also 
voiced concerns about the spread 
of  Islam and the loss of  Christian-
ity and European culture.

To read the article in full go to 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.
com/blog/thousands-gather-to-
pray-rosary-at-polands-borders

(L-R): Ms Magdalen Kelantumama, Father Patrick Mara, Sister Anne 
Gardiner, Ms Fiona Kerinaiua.
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GEORGE Kazs, a member 
of  Corpus Christi Parish, South 
Tuggeranong, ACT has become 
the first Australian elected to be 
Chairman of  the Central Council 
of  the Catenian Association.

The Catenian Association is 
an international fraternity of  
almost ten thousand Catholic 
laymen, with over nine hundred 
members in Australia.

Speaking at the commence-
ment of  his term of  office, Mr 
Kazs said that the challenges 
facing The Catenians in the 21st 
century are similar to those faced 
by the wider Church.  The most 
important of  these are the chal-
lenges issued by Pope Francis in 
his first Apostolic Exhortation: 
Evangelli Gaudium.

“Discerning a Catenian 
response to Evangelli Gaudium 
led us to affirm that our Mission 
is to contribute to the realisation 
of  Christ’s mission by improving 
the spiritual and personal lives of  
Catholic laymen through faith-
based friendship.  It  also set us 
on a path of  renewal and open-
ness to a deeper engagement 
with the Church and society.

While our response to the 
Pope’s challenges may be 
different depending on whether 

it’s in Australia, Africa, Britain, 
Malta or India, the objectives 
will always be the same: to grow 
and develop the Church, to 
re-energise it, to draw people 
back to it and to strengthen its 
membership.  The Catenians are 
called to this because we are part 

of  the fabric of  the Church.”, he 
said.

“Wherever we are, at the core 
of  our response will be what 
the Association is about - faith 
based friendship.  It’s about men 
forming such strong and endur-
ing friendships that they get 

support when they need it, that 
they share experiences and that 
the spiritual and other aspects of  
their lives are enriched by those 
friendships.  The challenge on 
our path to renewal is to discern 
how we share those friendships 
within the Church and society. ” 

TARALGA identity Mr. Pat 
Keough was in for a surprise at 
Mass on Saturday July 28.

Mr Keough, a parishioner of  
Christ the King Parish, Taralga, 
was asked to come forward by 
Fr Dermid McDermot, Parish 
Priest, to receive an award. 

Chairperson of  the Parish 
Council, Margaret McGregor, 
bestowed the Papal Award on 
Pat for his continual dedication 
and active service to the Parish 
Community. 

Pat has worked tirelessly in 
the roles of  Acolyte, Reader, 
Minister of  the Eucharist and 
Finance recorder over the past 
40 years 

Pat expressed his thanks to all 
those present, stating that it was 
an honour to receive this award 
for something that he really 
enjoyed. 

Members of  Pat’s family 
had travelled long distances to 
celebrate this occasion.   

The award was endorsed 
by both family members and 
parishioners as they applauded 
their acknowledgement and 
support of  this outstanding 
achievement. 

Family and friends gathered 
for a light supper in the old 
convent to express their con-
gratulations and reminisce with 
Pat.  

Papal award for Taralga man 

MANY employees and 
volunteers in parishes working 
with children are aware of  the 
need for either a Working with 
Children Check (WWCC) in 
NSW or a Working with Vulner-
able Person (WWVP) registration 
if  in the ACT.  

These checks are only one of  
many strategies needed to make 
organisations child-safe, but a 
crucial step nonetheless. Failure 
by either an employee or volun-
teer to hold a WWCC/WWVP 
when working with children 
could result in a significant fine 
for the relevant employer. 

These schemes prevent people 
from working or volunteering 
with children if  records indicate 
that they may pose an unaccept-
able level of  risk to children.

For volunteers there is no 
cost in obtaining either a WWCC 
or a WWVP. All Archdiocesan 
clergy and many Chancery staff  
working throughout the Arch-
diocese often need to hold both 
the NSW clearance and ACT 
Registration.

The NSW WWCC is an 
ongoing assessment of  a person’s 
suitability to work or volunteer 
with children and involves a 
check of  a person’s national 
criminal history (including all 
spent convictions, pending and 
non-conviction charges) and a 
review of  findings of  workplace 
misconduct. The result of  a 
WWCC is either a clearance or 
a bar and is valid for up to five 
years.

The ACT WWVP is an 
assessment conducted by Access 
Canberra involving a thorough 
risk assessment of  a person’s 
conviction and non-conviction 
history, and any other informa-
tion relevant to the background 
screening process. Based on the 
outcome of  the risk assessment 
a person may be issued with a 
registration card with a unique 
identifying registration number 
that is valid for up to three years. 
The card must be carried at all 
times by a person engaged in a 
regulated activity. 

A Police Check is current 
only on the day of  issue and 
is simply a list of  the offences 
from a person’s criminal history 
that can be disclosed. It does not 
involve an assessment of  risk 
or suitability by a government 
agency.

The Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse agreed with the 
majority of  government and 
non-government stakehold-
ers that these checks deliver 
unquestionable benefits to the 
safeguarding of  children.  

Please assist your Parish 
Secretary by ensuring you keep 
your WWCC/WWVP updated.  

Safeguarding our 
children starts 
with appropriate 
checks

Did you see the video of the 
Archbishop’s impassioned plea for 
the Catholic Church in Australia to 
return its focus to the spiritual and 
away from the material? Words on 
paper don’t do it justice… see the 
Video on the new Catholic Voice 
website.

C A H       O      L       I       C

OICE
ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN

Catholic Voice Website

www.catholicvoice.org.au

South Tuggeranong man, George Kazs – the first Australian alected as Chairman of the Catenian Association.

Parish priest, Father Dermid McDermott (left) with Pat Keough (centre) and 
Parish Council chairperson, Mrs Margaret McGregor who presented Mr Keough 
with the medal.
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Corkhill Bros Landscaping Supplies Canberra
For all your residential or commercial needs

Our supply outlets
SYMONSTON Mugga Lane | Ph: 6239 7200
MITCHELL 33 Darling Street | Ph: 6241 8860 www.corkhillbros.com.au

Corkhill Bros is a locally owned and 
operated landscape supply business 
established in 1954 by Brian and Patrick 
Corkhill.  Three generations of the family 
currently work in the business and are 
supported by 47 other employees.

Our extensive range of products for pick 
up or delivery include but is not limited 
to: soils – lawn, garden mix, composts, 

sand & gravel mixes, decorative gravels, 
mulches – tan barks, forest litters & more.

Skip bin services are available 5 days a 
week for all your garden and household 
clean up needs.

In addition to the landscape supplies 
Corkhill Bros also offer a drop off 
greenwaste recycling facility at the 
Mugga Lane Depot.

For all your residential or 
commercial needs a more 
comprehensive list of our 
products and services is 
available on our website 
www.corkhillbros.com.au
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IF HILLTOPS Council was 
looking for a new face to head 
up a tourism campaign, they 
couldn’t do much better than 
sign up Sister Philomena Sewell. 
There’d be just one condition… 
you’d have to call her Sr Phil.

A long-time resident of  
Young, Sr Phil favours the 
town ahead of  all others, but as 
retirement beckons, she needs to 
move. 

“I’m just about to go to a 
retirement area and I’m leaving 
because my health is not allowing 
me to care for myself  enough,” 
Sr Phil said.

“I keep saying to people my 
head says it’s the right thing to 
go, but my heart doesn’t want 
to.”

Sr Phil has spent 36 years in 
Young with just a two year stint 
in Cobar in between, and feels 
very much a part of  Young.

“I just love it,” she enthused.
Born and raised in Bathurst, 

Sr Phil moved to Wagga in her 
youth to join the Presentation 
Sisters. While the two cities bare 
many similarities, even that move 
was a culture shock for Sr Phil.

“For a start Wagga Wagga 
didn’t have mountains around it,” 
she said.

“Where I lived I could just 
look at the mountains and I 
loved that. And it was just very 
different. Where you grow up 
and know everybody is very 

special and I didn’t know anyone 
when I entered.

“Also, when I lived there, 
we were enclosed, and I was in 
charge of  the boarders, so for 
me, Wagga Wagga was the fence 
around the boarding school.”

In retirement, or more 
correctly the second phase of  
her retirement, as technically she 
retired from teaching 10 years 

ago, Sr Phil will return to Wagga 
Wagga where her order is based 
and this time around she’ll have 
the chance to see a little more of  
the town.

Today there are only about 50 
Presentation Sisters remaining 
in Australia, and of  her order in 
Young, Sr Phil has been last nun 
standing for the last 20 years. But 
she never feels lonely

“I’m happy in my own skin,” 
she said.

“And I’ve been very fortunate 
to have so many caring people 
around me anyway so I don’t feel 
isolated.”

In her retirement, Sr Phil 
hasn’t had a specific role, but 
rather sees her role as being a 
presence. But that’s busier than 
it sounds. Since retiring from 

teaching, she has helped run a 
faith and life group in that as-
sisted people with disabilities and 
was involved in assisting a group 
of  around 70 Afghan refugees in 
town to learn English. 

Bathurst, Cobar, Wagga, Hay, 
Canberra and Young (and a 
spell in Sutherland)… Sr Phil is 
a genuine country girl and has 
never wanted it any other way. 
And when asked just why she 
loves Young the most, she says 
simply, the people. 

 “They are the people I am 
familiar with, and they are the 
people I admire so much with 
how they struggle,” she said.

“I think country people are 
tremendously strong people, in 
lots of  ways, but strong in faith 
as well. In fact these people are 
an inspiration to me.”

“I love the simplicity of  the 
people. Country people say it 
like it is and I’m not very good 
at bunging it on so I appreciate 
that. 

I’ve just met so many great 
people who don’t know they’re 
great and have allowed me 
to enter their lives and have 
nourished me as much as I think 
I nourished them. “

The parishioners of  St Mary’s 
Parish would dispute just who 
got the most nourishment from 
whom. And in retirement in 
Wagga Wagga, Sr Phil will remain 
very much Young at heart.

Sister Phil, still Young at heart 

One of Young’s favourite adopted daughter’s, Sister Philomena Sewell, is preparing for the move to Wagga. 
Photo: Chris Gordon. A younger Sr Phil, not long after joining the Presentation Sisters.

Safeguarding our 
children starts 
with appropriate 
checks



ON THE August 15 this 
year, Catholics around the world 
will celebrate the Feast of  the 
Assumption. It will also mark the 
30th Anniversary of  Saint Pope 
John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter to 
Women; Mulieris Dignitatem: On 
the Vocation and the Dignity of  
Women. 

While John Paul II’s insights 
were written 30 years ago they 
remain as relevant as ever, if  not 
more so.

More than any of  his prede-
cessors John Paul II spoke and 
wrote very publicly about the 
value and the dignity of  women. 
Elected as Pope shortly after the 
peak of  the sexual revolution and 
feminist liberation movement, 
John Paul II was deeply aware of  
the challenges facing women in 
the modern world and he sought 
to affirm their deep and inherent 
value. 

While recognising these 
challenges, he also saw the need 
to communicate the age-old 
truths of  the Church in new and 
engaging ways. One of  the ways 
he chose to engage women was 
to extend an invitation to them 
to reflect upon on what it means 
to be created as a woman in light 
of  God’s original plan.

He begins Mulieris Dignitatem 
with a closing statement from the 
Council Fathers at the end of  the 
Second Vatican Council.

“The hour is coming, in fact 
has come, when the vocation of  
women is being acknowledged 
in its fullness, the hour in which 
women acquire in the world an 
influence, an effect and a power 
never hitherto achieved. That is 
why, at this moment when the 
human race is undergoing so 
deep a transformation, women 
imbued with a spirit of  the 
Gospel can do so much to aid 
humanity in not falling”.

This forms the essence of  
what John Paul II wished to 
communicate; a desire that 
women would play a central and 
irreplaceable role in the world. 
He called on all women to 
embrace their giftedness, or what 
he called their genius, and offer 
that as a gift to the world.

Using the Blessed Mother as 
the ultimate example of  woman-
hood John Paul II unpacked a 
vision for womanhood which 
was grounded in God’s original 
plan for humanity as well as 
exploring the gifts and qualities 
which are unique to woman-
hood. He encouraged women 
to unapologetically engage with 
these qualities and instead of  
trying to be like men, he encour-
aged them to embrace the unique 
spiritual qualities of  womanhood, 
qualities which he called the 
feminine genius.

It is these qualities which need 
to be fostered, nurtured and en-
couraged, without them he said 
the world will be impoverished.

As we reflect on the Feast 
of  the Assumption let us draw 
from the reflections Saint John 
Paul II offered for both men and 
women.
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What does God want?

TAKE A LOOK AT THE NEW WEBSITE: WWW.CATHOLICVOICE.ORG.AU

AS PART of  the preparation 
for the Plenary Council 2020, 
called by the Australian Bishops 
and ratified by Pope Francis, 
Australian Catholics have 
been invited to respond to the 
question:

“What do you think God is asking 
of  Australia at this time?”

The question is an important 
one. It attempts to put God at 
the centre of  ecclesial delib-
erations after the scandal of  the 
child abuse crisis in the Church 
in Australia.

In the gatherings that have 
taken place to date, this impor-
tant question is proving some-
what elusive. It seems it is easier 
to focus on what “we are asking” 
and wanting, rather than what 
“God is asking” and wanting.

It is not so much a “clash of  
wills,” I suspect, but rather the 
normal friction and tension that 
is part of  being human – and 
Christian. St. Paul documents 

such tensions in the early 
Christian community and history 
records grand scale divisions.

As the process of  consulta-
tion at the national level 
continues, all the responses that 
the faithful have made will be 
collated and presented to the 
Plenary Council. Clearly those 
that are not in accord with 
Catholic faith and morals will 
not be given credence. How 

could we contemplate the 
preaching of  the Gospel in 
the 21st Century if  we were to 
be found unfaithful to the gift 
Christ has bequeathed to us?

On the other hand, there is a 
growing awareness, both within 
and without the Church, that 
we must develop and mature 
in our practice of  governance. 
Co-Responsibility between the 
faithful, priests and bishops will 

m

Plenary Council 2020

Fr Tony Percy

Women: called 
to be an answer

By Karen Doyle

To find these resources and 
others from Karen Doyle, go to 
https://beingcatholic.com.au/
genius-project/



AT A public forum on Hu-
man Trafficking in the Haydon 
Hall on 29th July members of  
the Canberra Catholic Church 
community came together to 
address the issues in Australia, 
and engage in discussion about 
the Australian Government’s The 
Australian Modern Day Slavery 
Act. Heather Moore, National 
Policy and Advocacy Coordina-
tor for The Salvation Army’s 
Freedom Partnership to End 
Modern Slavery, outlined how the 
legislation will mobilise Australia’s 
consumer power to work towards 
an end to modern slavery and to 
set new standards for companies 
to report on it. She highlighted 
how communities of  faith reject 
the systematic deprivation of  an 
individual’s freedom for purposes 

of  exploitation.
As well as demonstrating 

regional leadership The Modern 
Day Slavery Act will be important 
as a realistic pathway to eliminate 
trafficking in Australia, but is 
only the beginning. Effective 
and empowered Government 
coordination and the appoint-
ment of  an anti-slavery commis-
sioner, as well as maintenance of  
a publicly accessible repository to 
file “Modern Slavery Statements” 
will be important features.

Workers at risk are generally 
among the poorest and most vul-
nerable, physically or linguistically 
isolated, culturally disoriented, 
deprived of  freedom of  move-
ment, and with little knowledge 
of  their rights. 

The Global Slavery Index, 
identifies 45.8 million such 
people subjected to some form 
of  modern slavery in the world 
today. That same index has found 
cases in Australia in agriculture, 
construction, manufacturing, 

hospitality and domestic sectors, 
estimated to total around 15,000 
people trafficked.

While there are still many gaps, 
it is expected that the legislation 
will move the system towards 
better protections for victims and 
survivors. Australian Catholic 
Religious Against Trafficking in 
Humans (ACRATH’s) schedule 
of  actions that can work to stop 
human trafficking are realistic 
ways to support this work in the 
interim (see acrath.org.au).
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Justice Matters
Catholic Social Justice Commission

BY MIKE CASSIDY

Human Trafficking Forum

IN A significant defeat for 
euthanasia supporters, the Senate 
last month [15 August] rejected 
an attempt to allow territories to 
legalise euthanasia and physician-
assisted suicide. The Senate 
voted against Senator David 
Leyonhjelm’s bill 36 votes to 34. 

The bill would have over-
turned legislation which abol-
ished the Northern Territory’s 
euthanasia regime in 1997. Four 
people died under the Northern 
Territory’s euthanasia laws, where 
failed safeguards meant candi-
dates for assisted suicide were 
considered even if  they showed 
signs of  depression.  In one case 
there was doubt the person had a 
terminal illness.

Archbishop of  Canberra and 
Goulburn, Christopher Prowse, 
wrote to senators to oppose the 
Leyonhjelm bill. 

“Legislation which would al-
low a third party to end or assist 
in ending another human being’s 
life is among the most serious 
considered by parliaments,” said 
Archbishop Prowse.

“This is not an issue of  
territory rights. The Australian 

Constitution makes it clear that 
the Australian Parliament can 
make laws for the government 

of  territories. That’s not a power 
which has been used lightly, 
but is appropriate when small 

jurisdictions with unicameral 
parliaments are deciding to allow 
something as serious as state-

sanctioned deaths, particularly 
when that decision may threaten 
the wellbeing of  vulnerable 

people and people in neighbour-
ing states.”

States have a number of  rights 
that territories do not enjoy, 
but the territory governments 
focused their lobbying efforts on 
the right to legislate on euthana-
sia and assisted suicide. 

Self-government legislation 
allows the Governor General to 
dissolve the ACT’s Legislative 
Assembly, much like a state 

government can sack a council. 
The ACT is also prevented 
from legislating on issues like 
censorship. 

Perhaps the most obvious dif-
ference is states have 12 senators 
each while the territories only 
have two each. 

The territory governments did 
not challenge any of  these differ-
ences – just the right to legislate 
for assisted suicide.

The Archbishop also raised 
concerns over resources for 
palliative care. 

“I am particularly concerned 
this legislation is coming forward 
at the same time that a Legisla-
tive Assembly inquiry has heard 
there is a significant shortage of  
palliative care doctors, nurses 
and beds in Canberra,” said 
Archbishop Prowse.

“Euthanasia and assisted 
suicide go to the very heart of  
who we are as a society and how 
we regard people in our com-
munity. Do all people have equal 
human dignity and value or are 
some lives, because of  illness or 
disability, no longer worthy of  
our continued love, respect and 
protection?”

Federal legislation trumped
By Jeremy Stuparich

Legislation which would allow a third party to 
end or assist in ending another human being’s life is 
among the most serious considered by parliaments

Territory Euthanasia legislation

THE MARIAN PROCESSION:  
Will take place on Sunday, October 
14 at St Clement’s Monastery, 
Galong. It will start with Confession 
at 10.30am, followed by Mass at 
11.30am. A multicultural lunch 
follows at 12.30, with the 
procession to the Grotto beginning 
at 2pm. The Marian Sharing will be 
conducted from the Grotto. It might 
be an idea to bring food for the day, 
an umbrella for shade and a chair 
to sit on.  

MONARO PLENARY SESSIONS: 
The Bombala and Delegate Plenary 
Council Listening and Dialogue 
Session was held at Bombala on 
Sunday August 19. It was well 
attended and facilitated by Shirley 
Sullivan the Deanery Plenary 
Council facilitator. Monaro Deanery 
has now held four sessions with 
four to go. Remaining sessions will 
be conducted at Jindabyne, 
Berridale, Adaminaby and 
Numeralla. 

GALA CONCERT FOR 
MURRUMBURRAH 150th: 
The twin towns of Harden 
Murrumburrah will mark the 150th 
birthday of one of its historic 
Catholic churches with a concert, to 
be held at St Anthony’s Harden at 
2pm on Sunday, 21 October. 
Performers include Australian 
Rugby Choir. Gold coin donation 
requested, proceeds to go to 
Drought Appeal.

BRIEFS

Senator David Leyonhjelm: Picture Supplied



HOLY Spirit Catholic Primary 
School Principal Brad Gaynor 
has been announced Australian 
Primary School Principal of  
the Year (Non-Government) at 
the 2018 Australian Education 
Awards held in Sydney.

Brad has received national 
recognition for his exemplary 
leadership, hard work, innova-
tion and dedication as a primary 
school principal and President of  
the Australian Catholic Primary 
Principals Association.

Brad has been an integral 
part of  Catholic education in 
the Archdiocese of  Canberra 
and Goulburn for over 28 years, 
working across multiple schools, 
starting his teaching career at 
St Francis of  Assisi in Calwell 
before his first appointment as 
Principal at Sacred Heart, Pearce 
in 2006.

He went on to become Princi-
pal at Good Shepherd, Amaroo 
(2012) and St Clare of  Assisi, 
Conder (2014) before starting 
in his current role as Principal 
of  Holy Spirit Primary School, 

Nicholls in 2017. 
Brad said that the nomination 

came as a surprise, that the win 
was very humbling and that he 
does not see it as recognition for 

himself, but for all hardworking 
principals.“I feel very blessed to 
work in Catholic Education,” he 
said. “It’s a privilege to work in an 
environment of  collegiality and 

support.”
Director of  Catholic Educa-

tion Ross Fox said that the award 
is well deserved recognition of  
Brad’s leadership and service as a 

teacher and school leader in ACT 
Catholic schools.

“Brad is well known by 
students, parents and colleagues 
in Catholic schools in the ACT 
and across Australia as an 
accomplished educational leader,” 
he said.

“Parents and students particu-
larly appreciate his dedication to 
the learning and wellbeing needs 
of  each child.”

Brad is inspired by the energy 
and enthusiasm of  his students, 
finds joy in their love for learning 
and insists that being able to have 
a laugh with students, parents and 
staff  is fundamental.

“I love when students come 
to visit or I visit a classroom and 
the kids are excited to share their 
learning,” he said.

“It still gives me the same buzz 
every day and reminds me of  why 
I entered the teaching profession 
in the first place.”

“I look forward to continuing 
my association with Catholic 
education in the Archdiocese of  
Canberra and Goulburn.”
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A GROUP of  students from 
Trinity Catholic College in 
Goulburn had spent a large part 
of  this year saving up to travel 
to Timor Leste, but as it turns 
out, that wasn’t where they were 
meant to be. 

“We were intending to go to 
Timor Leste… but the govern-
ment raised the risk levels to 
a point where the school and 
Catholic Education thought it 
was an unacceptable risk,” said 
Trinity teacher and project leader 
Timothy Matthews.

“So we looked around for 
alternatives. Our sister school 
in Young, Hennessy Catholic 
College, were going to Cambodia 
and we decided to tag along with 
them.”

The purpose of  the immer-
sion trip was to provide students 
with experience of  life in 
Cambodia, particularly in an area 
experiencing great poverty and to 
complete a major project to assist 
a family whilst there.

 “We raised about $5,000 with 
support from the Argyle Rotary 
Club and Goulburn Soldiers 
Club and we spent three days of  
our eight day immersion building 

a house with a family,” Mr Mat-
thews said.

Prepared for the culture shock 
of  poverty in another country, 
another shock was to greet them 
first. Beyond watching “The 
Block” on TV, none of  the 
students had been involved in 
any aspect of  building before, 
much less in searing heat. And 
not just any building.

“The first revelation was the 
fact that we built the whole thing 
with hand tools… a hammer, a 
handsaw and lots of  nails. So we 
were literally on the tools from 
the get go,” said Mr Matthews.

“The first task was to push 
down the existing housing struc-
ture, which was day one and took 
us a number of  hours. From 
there we raised up some eight 
metre high hardwood A-frames 
and put them into position. 

“The next day we were 
hammering a floor together on 
our hands and knees, clouting in 
one inch nails… and there were 
more than a few bent nails, I can 
tell you.  From there we put on 
the roof  and the sides of  the 
house. The whole process took 
three days.” The project tested 

the students’ resolve, but they all 
said they found it tremendously 
rewarding.  And not just the act 
of  building the house.

Witnessing, and briefly 
experiencing the lifestyles of  the 
people they met in Cambodia… 
the things that they lived off  and 
the things that they were grateful 
for… has changed their perspec-
tives and their appreciation of  
life.

“It was an emotional experi-
ence,” said Matthews. “There 
were tears of  joy with the family 
whose life changed. The mother 

of  the family made a speech at 
a dedication ceremony and she 
used words like this is going to 
change my whole family’s life, 
this is going to change where 
we’re going, we can educate our 
sons now, we can feed them bet-
ter, they have a chance of  getting 
an education… 

“So for the same amount of  
money people spend on a kid’s 
first car, $5000, that’s going to 
change a whole intergenerational 
family and their experience of  
life for decades to come.”

And the changes weren’t 

limited to Cambodia. The 
students returned with a renewed 
sense of  gratitude, a greater 
awareness of  selfishness and a 
determination to not take things 
for granted.  As one, they feel 
they received much more from 
the trip than they contributed 
and all would like to return to 
Cambodia or assist somewhere 
else in some way. “I think the 
trip has left a lasting mark,” Mr 
Matthews said.

“These kids have all said that 
they haven’t been unhappy since 
they’ve been back.” 

Both parties 
changed by 
Cambodia trip

Primary Principal of the Year

Pictured with the cross made of coconut wood they were given by the Sisters of Charity (St Teresa of Calcutta) whose 
orphanage they visited, are… FRONT: Meg Divall, Emily Norris and Caitlyn Vassallo. BACK: Tim Matthews, Tye Young, 
Shelby Taylor and Josie Croker. Missing: Jess Skelly and Mrs Sasha Cady. Photo: Chris Gordon.

Brad Gaynor assists students from Holy Spirit Primary School, Nicholls



CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL AND JOIN THE CELEBRATION DISCOVERING 
ALL THE HOPE, JOY AND WONDER THAT IS YOUR LOCAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL!

The Recogni�on Awards pay tribute to exemplary prac�ce, dedica�on, and innova�on 
contribu�ng to the system of Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Canberra Goulburn.

The wider Catholic Educa�on community and members of the Archdiocese are invited to join 
nominees, finalists and dignitaries for a celebratory mass and refreshments at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral Manuka, at 4pm on Friday 21 September 2018. For more informa�on or to register 
your a�endance visit cg.catholic.edu.au 
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Praying for Rain

CATHOLIC schools of-
fices across NSW are support-
ing drought-affected families 
through a combination of  fee 
relief, counselling and donations, 
Catholic Schools NSW (CSNSW) 
said today.

CSNSW Chief  Executive Offi-
cer Dallas McInerney said Catholic 
schools offices in the Armidale, 
Bathurst, Canberra-Goulburn, Lis-
more, Maitland-Newcastle, Wagga 
Wagga and Wilcannia-Forbes 
dioceses have moved quickly to 
ease the financial strain on families 
by offering concessions on fees 
and other costs.

“Catholic school principals 
have always had the freedom to 
provide fee relief  or exemptions to 
families who are doing it tough,” 
Mr McInerney said.

“Families feeling the strain 
because of  the drought should 

approach their school principal 
to seek fee relief; all requests are 
always treated with absolute discre-
tion, care and sensitivity.”

Mr McInerney said Catholic 
education has had a longstand-
ing presence in regional NSW, 
with more than 88,000 students 
currently enrolled in 266 Catholic 
schools outside the Sydney 
metropolitan area.

“Catholic social teaching 
and the Gospel imperative of  a 
‘preferential option for the poor’ 
means that families who support 
the Catholic ethos and seek a 
Catholic education for their child 
are not denied a place at one of  
our schools because of  a family’s 
genuine financial hardship.

“Our Catholic Schools Office 
in Armidale, for example, has set 
aside a $200,000 Drought School 
Fee Relief  Fund to help schools 

offering fee relief  to parents af-
fected directly and indirectly by the 
drought and to help students with 
excursions, retreats and sporting 
activities.”

Wilcannia-Forbes Bishop, 
Columba Macbeth-Green, who 
grew up on a farm near Forbes and 
experienced droughts first-hand, 
urged families in difficult financial 
circumstances to approach their 
school principal to arrange relief  in 
regard to their school fees.

In a letter to his principals, 
Bishop Columba said that 
economic conditions across the 
diocese – which covers the western 
half  of  NSW - are difficult and 
families are struggling.

“My intent is that no student 
be excluded from school due to 
a genuine inability on the part of  
parents to pay full fees as a result 
of  this drought,” Bishop Columba 

said.
The Bishop of  Bathurst, Mi-

chael McKenna, also urged families 
in difficult financial circumstances 
- for any reason - to speak with 
their school principal.

“We certainly do not wish to 
add to the financial burden families 
are currently experiencing, as 
money should not be a barrier 
to children attending Catholic 
schools,” he said.

In Maitland-Newcastle, 
CatholicCare has been providing 
free mental health counselling 
to the region’s drought-affected 
farmers and their families since 
February while its schools have 
been raising thousands of  dollars 
for drought projects coordinated 
by the St Vincent de Paul’s Society.

Catholic Schools NSW rep-
resents the state’s 595 Catholic 
schools and their 255,000 students.  

 
 Across the Archdiocese 

of  Canberra and Goulburn, 
Catholic schools are doing 
what they can to show their 
support for drought affected 
communities by participating 
in ‘Fiver for a Farmer’ to raise 
much needed funds for those 
affected. 

For many of  the students, 

the drought isn’t some distant 
cause but a harsh reality they 
are living through. 

Offering whatever help they 
can, students have not only 
raised funds, they have raised 
their voices in prayer. Here 
are some of  the prayers from 
St Joseph’s Primary School in 
Adelong:

Like floods and bushfires, drought is an 
inescapable fact of life in Australia. 

Knowing that, however, does nothing to 
lessen the devastating effect drought has on 

those living through it. It can take years… 
even generations to recover. Some may never 

recover. Stock will be lost… farms will be lost.

“Please Lord help us with this 
horrifying drought. The devastation 
has sent farmers starving. It’s 
not just the farmers who suffer, 
children and women are affected 
to. Please send us a miracle to turn 
dust to rain, dirt to grass, skin and 
bones back to sheep, stumps to 
trees and more back to normal. As 
the scale of death is in your hands 
do not lean livestock towards it. 
Every animal in Australia is being 
affected by this unexpected turn of 
nature and balance. The desperate 
families affected by the drought 
have sold livestock in hope the 
remaining livestock will renew 
themselves. Each sprinkle of rain 
helps us to grow crops and also 
nourish and feed animals. With all 
sadness and suffering let us find 
happiness and joy. God, with all 
you have done we plead you to 
send us hope.” – Hugh

“Dear God, Help all farmers to 
look after our wonderful animals. 
We are grateful for what we have 
and we are lucky. We are suffering 
for our livestock. There is no 
money and no water, so help us. 
Rain on us just to help our money, 
starving animals. Renew the 
humble life, affecting struggling 
animals. There is no feed and 
we need help. All Farmers need 
your help. Come back rain we 
need your presence. Meatless 
livestock are hungry, dying in pain 
and are having to be shot. We are 
really trying just to help them. We 
need to help everyone and their 
animals. Everyday the farmers go 
out to help but they just need you 
got to give them rain. This is the 
worst it can get. Please help us to 
stop what is happening and make 
it better. The troughs and dams 
are empty and creeks are so thin. 
Help us with what is happening 
to us and our animals. Please, 
please, please help it to rain on 
our farms and all over Australia 
please. Amen.” – Eliza

Catholic schools support drought-affected families

“Dear Lord, Please help all the 
farmers that are suffering from 
this drought. Lots and lots of 
farmers are devastated because 
all their crops and animals are 
dying. Their land is all dried 
up and they have no water. 
Everything is starving and farm-
ers are using so much money to 
feed their animals. The animals 
are starting to die because they 
have no water and no feed. The 
water has all dried up in their 
tanks and dams. The animals 
are suffering from hunger. All 
the grass and hay is drying up. 
Please bring us rain Lord. I am 
pleading with you to bring rain 
to all of our farmers. This is life 
affecting for all the farmers. 
Please, please, please bring us 
rain. Thank you Lord.” – Jayden 

“Dear Lord, Please Lord, there 
is no water and for some there 
is no money or food. How can 
we get through this horrible and 
life affecting drought? Please 
can we have lots of rain? 
Livestock are meatless and 
skin and bones. Farms are in 
devastation. We are very lucky 
here that we have had little rain. 
In some places they have had 
no rain and everything is dry. 
Most farms have no water in 
their dams or troughs. Please 
a million times can these farms 
with dirt and no grass in sight 
have rain? They need a miracle. 
Most farmers are suffering in 
starvation. NSW, Queensland 
and Northern Victoria are plead-
ing for rain. Please Lord can we 
have some rain?” – Anna

“Dear Lord, Can you please help us during this drought? All of our Aussie 
farmers are now having to feed their livestock every day. All of Australia 
is in this drought. People are eating boxed food because they have no 
money. They are spending all of their money on hay for their livestock. 
The men, women, children and animals of our country are starving. They 
are poor, hungry and thirsty. This is causing sadness, devastation, misery 
and even death. So please, please, please help us. Aussie farmers 
need rain, water and money. We are pleading with you to help us in this 
dusty and dry time. Our paddocks are dirt and the cattle and sheep that 
skin and bone. Please renew the ground on the farms and give us a lot 
of rain. This drought is life affecting to everyone. Please help us during 
this horrifying time. Please send us a miracle, our farmers are suffering. 
Amen.” – Matilda TOP LEFT: McCauley Catholic Central School, Tumut. BOTTOM LEFT: St Joseph’s Primary, Adelong. RIGHT: St Anthony’s, 

Wanniassa



Praying for Rain

CATHOLIC schools of-
fices across NSW are support-
ing drought-affected families 
through a combination of  fee 
relief, counselling and donations, 
Catholic Schools NSW (CSNSW) 
said today.

CSNSW Chief  Executive Offi-
cer Dallas McInerney said Catholic 
schools offices in the Armidale, 
Bathurst, Canberra-Goulburn, Lis-
more, Maitland-Newcastle, Wagga 
Wagga and Wilcannia-Forbes 
dioceses have moved quickly to 
ease the financial strain on families 
by offering concessions on fees 
and other costs.

“Catholic school principals 
have always had the freedom to 
provide fee relief  or exemptions to 
families who are doing it tough,” 
Mr McInerney said.

“Families feeling the strain 
because of  the drought should 

approach their school principal 
to seek fee relief; all requests are 
always treated with absolute discre-
tion, care and sensitivity.”

Mr McInerney said Catholic 
education has had a longstand-
ing presence in regional NSW, 
with more than 88,000 students 
currently enrolled in 266 Catholic 
schools outside the Sydney 
metropolitan area.

“Catholic social teaching 
and the Gospel imperative of  a 
‘preferential option for the poor’ 
means that families who support 
the Catholic ethos and seek a 
Catholic education for their child 
are not denied a place at one of  
our schools because of  a family’s 
genuine financial hardship.

“Our Catholic Schools Office 
in Armidale, for example, has set 
aside a $200,000 Drought School 
Fee Relief  Fund to help schools 

offering fee relief  to parents af-
fected directly and indirectly by the 
drought and to help students with 
excursions, retreats and sporting 
activities.”

Wilcannia-Forbes Bishop, 
Columba Macbeth-Green, who 
grew up on a farm near Forbes and 
experienced droughts first-hand, 
urged families in difficult financial 
circumstances to approach their 
school principal to arrange relief  in 
regard to their school fees.

In a letter to his principals, 
Bishop Columba said that 
economic conditions across the 
diocese – which covers the western 
half  of  NSW - are difficult and 
families are struggling.

“My intent is that no student 
be excluded from school due to 
a genuine inability on the part of  
parents to pay full fees as a result 
of  this drought,” Bishop Columba 

said.
The Bishop of  Bathurst, Mi-

chael McKenna, also urged families 
in difficult financial circumstances 
- for any reason - to speak with 
their school principal.

“We certainly do not wish to 
add to the financial burden families 
are currently experiencing, as 
money should not be a barrier 
to children attending Catholic 
schools,” he said.

In Maitland-Newcastle, 
CatholicCare has been providing 
free mental health counselling 
to the region’s drought-affected 
farmers and their families since 
February while its schools have 
been raising thousands of  dollars 
for drought projects coordinated 
by the St Vincent de Paul’s Society.

Catholic Schools NSW rep-
resents the state’s 595 Catholic 
schools and their 255,000 students.  

 
 Across the Archdiocese 

of  Canberra and Goulburn, 
Catholic schools are doing 
what they can to show their 
support for drought affected 
communities by participating 
in ‘Fiver for a Farmer’ to raise 
much needed funds for those 
affected. 

For many of  the students, 

the drought isn’t some distant 
cause but a harsh reality they 
are living through. 

Offering whatever help they 
can, students have not only 
raised funds, they have raised 
their voices in prayer. Here 
are some of  the prayers from 
St Joseph’s Primary School in 
Adelong:

Like floods and bushfires, drought is an 
inescapable fact of life in Australia. 

Knowing that, however, does nothing to 
lessen the devastating effect drought has on 

those living through it. It can take years… 
even generations to recover. Some may never 

recover. Stock will be lost… farms will be lost.

“Please Lord help us with this 
horrifying drought. The devastation 
has sent farmers starving. It’s 
not just the farmers who suffer, 
children and women are affected 
to. Please send us a miracle to turn 
dust to rain, dirt to grass, skin and 
bones back to sheep, stumps to 
trees and more back to normal. As 
the scale of death is in your hands 
do not lean livestock towards it. 
Every animal in Australia is being 
affected by this unexpected turn of 
nature and balance. The desperate 
families affected by the drought 
have sold livestock in hope the 
remaining livestock will renew 
themselves. Each sprinkle of rain 
helps us to grow crops and also 
nourish and feed animals. With all 
sadness and suffering let us find 
happiness and joy. God, with all 
you have done we plead you to 
send us hope.” – Hugh

“Dear God, Help all farmers to 
look after our wonderful animals. 
We are grateful for what we have 
and we are lucky. We are suffering 
for our livestock. There is no 
money and no water, so help us. 
Rain on us just to help our money, 
starving animals. Renew the 
humble life, affecting struggling 
animals. There is no feed and 
we need help. All Farmers need 
your help. Come back rain we 
need your presence. Meatless 
livestock are hungry, dying in pain 
and are having to be shot. We are 
really trying just to help them. We 
need to help everyone and their 
animals. Everyday the farmers go 
out to help but they just need you 
got to give them rain. This is the 
worst it can get. Please help us to 
stop what is happening and make 
it better. The troughs and dams 
are empty and creeks are so thin. 
Help us with what is happening 
to us and our animals. Please, 
please, please help it to rain on 
our farms and all over Australia 
please. Amen.” – Eliza

Catholic schools support drought-affected families

“Dear Lord, Please help all the 
farmers that are suffering from 
this drought. Lots and lots of 
farmers are devastated because 
all their crops and animals are 
dying. Their land is all dried 
up and they have no water. 
Everything is starving and farm-
ers are using so much money to 
feed their animals. The animals 
are starting to die because they 
have no water and no feed. The 
water has all dried up in their 
tanks and dams. The animals 
are suffering from hunger. All 
the grass and hay is drying up. 
Please bring us rain Lord. I am 
pleading with you to bring rain 
to all of our farmers. This is life 
affecting for all the farmers. 
Please, please, please bring us 
rain. Thank you Lord.” – Jayden 

“Dear Lord, Please Lord, there 
is no water and for some there 
is no money or food. How can 
we get through this horrible and 
life affecting drought? Please 
can we have lots of rain? 
Livestock are meatless and 
skin and bones. Farms are in 
devastation. We are very lucky 
here that we have had little rain. 
In some places they have had 
no rain and everything is dry. 
Most farms have no water in 
their dams or troughs. Please 
a million times can these farms 
with dirt and no grass in sight 
have rain? They need a miracle. 
Most farmers are suffering in 
starvation. NSW, Queensland 
and Northern Victoria are plead-
ing for rain. Please Lord can we 
have some rain?” – Anna

“Dear Lord, Can you please help us during this drought? All of our Aussie 
farmers are now having to feed their livestock every day. All of Australia 
is in this drought. People are eating boxed food because they have no 
money. They are spending all of their money on hay for their livestock. 
The men, women, children and animals of our country are starving. They 
are poor, hungry and thirsty. This is causing sadness, devastation, misery 
and even death. So please, please, please help us. Aussie farmers 
need rain, water and money. We are pleading with you to help us in this 
dusty and dry time. Our paddocks are dirt and the cattle and sheep that 
skin and bone. Please renew the ground on the farms and give us a lot 
of rain. This drought is life affecting to everyone. Please help us during 
this horrifying time. Please send us a miracle, our farmers are suffering. 
Amen.” – Matilda TOP LEFT: McCauley Catholic Central School, Tumut. BOTTOM LEFT: St Joseph’s Primary, Adelong. RIGHT: St Anthony’s, 

Wanniassa
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MORE than 40 students 
from across Australia, including 
a group from the Archdiocese 
of  Canberra and Goulburn, 
converged on St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre on Friday 
evening, August 17 for a three 
day Leading the New Evangelisa-
tion (LNE) course.

The ACU Graduate 
Certificate Education: Leading 
the New Evangelisation (LNE) 
was conducted from Friday 17 
August (evening) to Sunday 19th 
August at the St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre in Canberra. 

This is the second time 
the course, part of  the 
ACU Graduate Certificate 
Education, has been offered 
and immediately followed the 
Catholic Leaders Formation 
Symposium on the Friday. 

The LNE foundation Unit 
completed over the weekend was 
‘Faith Formation and the New 

Evangelisation’. 
The face-to-face component 

included lectures, seminars and 
a ‘Porta Fidei’ retreat experience 
conducted in the evening which 
was a key feature of  the Unit. 

The combining of  a 
formation experience with 
academic input helped create 
an effective community 
learning context and laid a solid 
foundation for the content and 
skills covered. 

It was an exciting weekend of  
learning about evangelisation, 
equipping participants for the 
mission of  the Church.

Participants found the course 
beneficial. Here are some of  the 
participant comments:

‘The LNE unit provided an 
opportunity for a personal encounter 
with Jesus. It was an opportunity to 
learn more, to deepen and experience 
the love of  Jesus alive in each of  us’  

Renata Powell REC Newcastle 
Diocese

‘LNE is an important 
formation that enables teachers and 
those involved in evangelisation to 
understand their co-responsibility for 
this task.’ 
Luke Maher REC 

‘The unit built upon my previous 
leadership experience and confirmed 
what is important in my vocation and 
mission’   
Adam Nolan Principal

 ‘The LNE experience helped me 
to synthesize the calling of  teachers 
in their vocation of  RE in an ever 
changing world with practical ideas 
and skills’ Elspeth Secondary 
Teacher

‘It was invigorating both personally 
and professionally, re-igniting the 
passion to bring mission to my staff  
and school…It has given me direction 
to lead the school academically and 
spiritually’ 
Sasha Cody REC   

ST CLARE’S College Social 
Justice Captain, Casey Horan, 
has been named as the winner 
of  the Future Leaders, Future 
Justice Award for 2018. The 
Future Justice Award recognises 
Year 12 students across Australia 
who have shown leadership and 
initiative on intergenerational 
equity.  

Casey has displayed signs of  
being a future leader throughout 
her time at the College by putting 
the needs of  her peers first and 
looking at what she can do to 
better the lives of  others.  In 
Year 10, Casey initiated a Year 
10 social justice campaign to 
support the Share the Dignity 
charity. Thanks to Casey, the 
student body donated hundreds 
of  women’s hygiene products 
and developed a real awareness 
around the cause. Last year in her 
role on the SRC, Casey identified 

a need for companionship for 
senior citizens while visiting a 
local aged-care facility. She set 
up a Pen Pal initiative between 
her peers and the senior citizens. 
Casey continues to develop the 
relationship with the nursing 
home and intends to invite 
the residents to a student-run 
morning tea later this year. 

On her recommendation for 
the award Principal Brad Cooney 
said, “Casey approaches all 
that she does with intelligence, 
showing a depth of  research 
and humility in her approach 
to all projects. I believe Casey 
will continue to be a giving and 
socially conscientious member 
of  society beyond her school 
years.” Casey was presented with 
the Future Justice Award at the 
St Clare’s College Semester 1 
Senior Award Ceremony on the 
25 July 2018. 

LNE attracts students 
from across Australia

Future leader 
takes out 
student award

Casey Horan with fellow Year 12 student Sarah Ashleigh at a College event for 
the DonateLife Walk. 

140 educators and church leaders from across Australia gathered in Canberra to discuss new initiatives around teacher and 
Church leaders formation.

What is your job title (and what 
does it mean)? 
Archdiocesan Financial 
Administrator. I administer 
the Temporal Goods of the 
Archdiocese. What are Temporal 
Goods? All Church Property. 

How long have you worked for 
the Archdiocese? 
7 Years (and 4 months) 

What are the differences between 
doing your job here than with a 

non-religious organisation? 
I worked as a Finance Manager 
with various organisations prior to 
coming to the Archdiocese, and 
the roles were similar. The stark 
difference in the Church is the role 
of the Parish and Parish Priest, plus 
the Trustees in making decisions 
about property. All these groups 
need to be involved in the decision 
making. There is also a faith 
element in everything I do – from 
staff management to property 
development. We need to have 
that faith element at the forefront of 
our minds. That certainly doesn’t 
happen in the secular world. 

What sustains your faith  
in an increasingly secular 
society? 

I feel truly grounded in my faith, and 
nothing will shift that. Working in 
the Church tests me emotionally at 
times, but that doesn’t change me. 

Who is the biggest pest you work 
with (we won’t tell)? 
The off site alarm people – they ring 
at all times of the day and night! 

Last concert you went to and 
next one you’d like to go to? 
Bruce Springsteen in the Hunter 
Valley was fantastic fun. I would like 
to see another concert when I can 
fit it in. 

What is your favourite sporting 
team and/or sport (and why)? 
Now I am on comfortable ground! 
I love Collingwood and have done 

so for all of my life. I am also a 
Foundation Member of GWS 
Giants, and like my kids – I can’t 
pick my favorite!
 
What is your favourite food or 
beverage? 
Gin and tonic 

What is your Favourite place to 
eat? 
Anyplace where I don’t need to 
cook. 

What is your favourite movie? 
Sound of Music (watched it 27 
times and counting!)
 
Who is your favourite actor/
actress? 
Denzel Washington 

What is your favourite book and 
last book read? 
I don’t seem to get to read too 
much – I am in a Book Club and 
rarely get to discuss the books as I 
don’t finish them. 

What is your favourite place 
or a holiday? 
Anywhere with my four boys – 
skiing especially – though I struggle 
to keep up with them. 

What is your favourite quote, 
phrase or motto? 
Carpe Diem 

What is the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
Listen to your heart

Five Minutes with
Helen Delahunty
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Future leader 
takes out 
student award

ONE hundred and forty 
teachers and church leaders from 
across Australia gathered in Can-
berra on Friday to discuss new 
initiatives around teacher and 
Church leaders formation

The day, which included the 
presentation of  the vision for 
the Catholic Leaders Formation 
Network (CLFN), started with 
all participants entering into 
prayer which was used from the 
CLFN ‘Formed in Prayer’ weekly 
resource. 

The theme for session one 
was ‘Opening New Horizons in 
the Year of  Youth’ and focused 
on sharing the youth evangelisa-
tion vision in the Archdiocese of  
Canberra & Goulburn.  Teachers 
and CSYMA Youth Ministers 
spoke about events such as the 
student SHINE gathering and 
LEAD conference, which has 
seen 800 students gather together 
this year. 

Chris Tran, a year 12 Marist 
student shared his experience of  
the 2018 Oceania Youth Minis-
ters Equipping School including 
encountering the Holy Spirit. 
Huw Warmenhoven spoke about 
his journey into the mission and 
life of  the church and Hannah 
McMahon shared her experience 
of  the four phase model through 
school and now as a youth 
minister.

This was followed by a 

dynamic and inspiring presenta-
tion from Archbishop Chris-
topher Prowse speaking about 
journeying with young people, 
being Jesus-centred leaders, 
kerygmatic people and open to 
the work of  the Holy Spirit. All 

evangelisation is God’s work.
Session two was themed ‘Faith 

Formation of  Teachers and 
Leaders,’ on which Professor Br. 
David Hall FMS (Dean of  the 
ACU La Salle Academy) gave a 
dynamic, engaging and humorous 

presentation. Participants were 
excited about Br David’s presen-
tation on formation of  educators 
and leaders today.

A listening session was also 
part of  the Symposium, reflect-
ing on what the Holy Spirit is 

asking of  us at this time - points 
on the plenary wall.

Fr Tony Percy ended the day 
presenting on the ‘change of  era’ 
theme, and Peter Woods outlined 
the vision of  the Catholic Lead-
ers Formation Network. 

‘It reinforced what I knew but 
also sparked new ideas for 

me and youth ministry in my 
school…Br David Hall was 

awesome.’

Opening new horizons 

‘The Symposium day was 
inspiring and dynamic to hear 

the youth’

‘The Symposium gave a vision 
that strengthened my view of the 
importance of encountering God 
in my life and how through this 

encounter, God can hold an impor-
tant place in the life of others…all 

of the speakers were inspiring’ 

‘The opportunity to gather with 
leaders across education and 
Church into a collaborative 

community was a key feature 
and holds great promise for 

the formation of leaders in our 
Church today’

Archbishop Christopher and Youth Minister, Chiara Catanzariti study the Plenary wall 
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ARCHBISHOP Prowse 
recently had the chance to catch 
up with Mina Calaguian-Cruz, 
Philippine Ambassador to 
Australia, and her husband Luis 
Cruz, a retired diplomat himself, 
ahead of  their departure back 
home at the end of  Ambassador 
Calaguian-Cruz’s term in that 
position.

Ambassador Calaguian-Cruz, 
a devout Catholic, has been an 
active parishioner of  St Christo-
pher’s during her stay here and 

said she would miss Australia, 
and the parish, greatly.

 “Two and half  years is short. 
But I would say it’s been a very 
fulfilling time for us in many 
aspects,” Mrs Calaguian-Cruz 
told Archbishop Prowse.

“Our spiritual life in Australia 
has been further enriched, hav-
ing been part of  the parishioners 
here in St Christopher’s.

“Australia has been so 
welcoming… as your church, 
particularly your parish, has 

been very welcoming and that 
has been the word I have been 
receiving from many Filipinos. 
They felt very welcome. And the 
beauty about this is, with a huge 
community, we are able to do 
our share, being a constructive 
part of  multicultural Australia.”

Ambassador Calaguian-Cruz 
and Mr Cruz will be returning to 
the Philippines and said they’d 
love to see more Australians visit 
their country and see how they 
live out their faith there.

HANDS Across Canberra 
has awarded St Vincent de Paul 
Society Canberra/Goulburn 
$10,000 to continue running 
their VINES program.

VINES, which stands for 
Vinnies, Inspiring, Networking, 
Education and Support, has been 
operational for six months and 
is run in partnership with Scouts 
ACT.

Mr Barnie van Wyk, CEO of  
the St Vincent de Paul Society 
Canberra/Goulburn said, “The 
VINES program supports 
disadvantaged youth in breaking 
intergenerational cycles through 
a multi-faceted curriculum that 
builds practical skills, living skills 
and social inclusion.  

“This is done by creating 
positive community experi-
ences which allow for social and 
emotional development, role 
modelling, and networking.”

The program operates on 
weekends and once a week 
during the school holidays. The 
Society and the Rover Scouts 
organise a mix of  social and 
adventurous activities to foster 
positive risk-taking behaviours, 
ultimately aimed at breaking 
the intergenerational welfare 
dependency cycle. 

“There are currently six 

families engaged in the program, 
with a total of  16 children aged 
from 6 to 13 years old participat-
ing,” said Mr van Wyk.

So far this year the young 
people have been on five 
outings including a bush walk, 
indoor rock climbing, visits to 
the National Art Gallery and 

Questacon, and some snorkel-
ling lessons at Lakeside Leisure 
Centre in Tuggeranong. 

Hands Across Canberra cur-
rently support over 160 charities 
and community organisations. 

They create campaigns to 
encourage philanthropy and 
make it easier for Canberrans 

to give – to the community as 
a whole or to their charity of  
choice.

In their eight years, Hands 
Across Canberra has donated 
over $2.65 million to 100 proj-
ects aimed at making a difference 
to some of  our most vulnerable 
people. 

CDF
Catholic Development Fund

Canberra and Goulburn

www.cdf.cg.catholic.org.au

Supporting parish initiativesSupporting parish initiatives

Ambassador leaves with fond memories

Vinnies receives $10,000 grant 
from Hands Across Canberra 

Lana Filippova receives grant award from Diane Kargas Bray

SUPPORTING DISADVANTAGED YOUTH

ARCHBISHOP Prowse 
made an impassioned address 
to the Catholic Leaders’ 
Formation Symposium at St 
Christopher’s Pastoral Centre 
in August, emphasising the 
Catholic Church in Australia’s 
need to improve its use of  
spiritual power.

“What we’re about today is 
not about egos, and showing 
off  and talking about infra-
structures, yes of  course we 
need to have the plan… but 
it’s God’s work. It’s GOD’S 
WORK,” Archbishop Prowse 
said.

“We’re not managers, we’re 
not a corporation… WE ARE 
THE BODY OF CHRIST, 
and from that body comes 
spiritual power, and from 
nowhere else.”

“Spiritual power comes 
from Jesus Christ, and our 
encounter with Jesus Christ, 
alive in his church.”

The Archbishop’s address 
set the tone for the passion 
and direction of  the Sympo-
sium attended by more than 
140 leaders of  the church from 
within the Archdiocese and 
from as far afield as Darwin.

The purpose of  the 
Symposium was to establish 
a professional formation 
network for leaders engaged in 
evangelisation.

See related story on page 
the video of  Archbishop 
Prowse’s address on the new 
Catholic Voice website

Archbishop’s  
impassioned  
address about 
Spiritual power 

Archbishop Prowse with Mina Calaguian-Cruz, Philippine Ambassador to 
Australia, and her husband Luis Cruz
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A LARGE shovel greets Fr 
Peter Miller at the door of  the 
aptly named Our Lady of  the 
Snow Church in the Perisher Val-
ley as he negotiates a large dump 
of  snow which often covers the 
building’s entrance making it very 
slippery in the winter months.

The Perisher Church is 
just one place of  worship for 
Catholics in the Kosciusko High 
Country with the Pope St John 
Paul II Ecumenical Centre at 
Thredbo also catering for snow 
and high country enthusiasts on 
the Eastern side of  the mountain 
range.

The local priest, Fr Miller, is 
based at Jindabyne and has been 
for the past 21 years. 

It’s a long way from where 
he grew up on the wide open 
plains of  Ungarie but further 
exemplifes the rich diversity 
of  landscape and demography 
within the Archdiocese.

For someone who openly de-
spises the bitterly cold elements, 
Fr Miller, sure does embrace his 
unique ministry.

“I always arrive an hour earlier 
so as to prepare for Mass and the 
first thing I do is turn the electric 
heaters on,” he said.

“They take a while to warm 
up but naturally they make it a lot 
more bearable.”

Once the heaters are on, Fr 
Miller sounds the very audible 
Church bells.

They happen to be electric 
and are a most prominent fixture 
within the villages come the 
weekend. 

The bells chime for the best 
part of  an hour before Mass and 
children can be seen throwing 
snow at each other within the 
vicinity of  the Church.

The high decibels are required 
to remind snow enthusiasts on 
the slopes that Mass is on for 
those who wish to partake.

Parishioners in the snowy high 
country are a very transient com-
munity and often can be seen 
arriving on foot or by snowboard 
and skis.

Over the course of  a week-
end, Fr Miller, also travels to the 
historic St Thomas’ Church and 
Cemetery at Moonbah (1893), 
Our Lady Star of  the Sea at 
Dalgety (1878) and St Joseph’s 
Berridale. They are also prone 
to the odd dump of  snow, while 
black ice on the road at other 
times sees the high country priest 
get around in a four-wheel drive 
vehicle. 

He is required to carry chains 
at all times and sometimes he 

requires specific permission to 
use the road when it is shut to 
the public. Aside from being 
mindful of  kangaroos and 
wombats on the road, these days 
Fr Miller might encounter the 
odd deer which are known to 
come out in front of  vehicles. 
Better still he keeps an eye out 
for pesky Wild Brumbies who 
also wish to share the road at 
various times.

As part of  his ministry, he 
regularly visits the Cooma prison 
as the Catholic chaplain.

“I enjoy visiting the gaol 
because it is a different aspect 
of  ministry and one that can be 

very rewarding,” he said.
Closer to Canberra, Cooma 

Parish Priest, Fr Mick MacAn-
drew, and his assistant, Fr James 
Onoja, have also been known to 
‘say Mass in the Snow’ at times. 
They too have four-wheel drives 
for their run which includes 
Adaminaby, Bombala, Numer-
alla, Jerangle and Nimmitabel in 
addition to Cooma.

To see Mass times for the 
High Country parishes and mis-
sions of  Cooma and Jindabyne 
go to http://cgcatholic.org.au/
parishes-and-mass-times/

Our Lady of  the Snow: Pray 
for us!

Mass in the Snowy High Country

The Snowy High Country 
Mass Centres

St Columbkille’s, 24 Kosciusko 
Rd, Jindabyne

Mon 5:30pm
Tues-Thurs 8am

Fri 5:30pm
Sun 8-8.25am Reconciliation 

and on request at other times
Sun 8:30am

John Paul II Ecumenical 
Centre/ Mary MacKillop Chapel, 

Crackenback Drive, Thredbo
Sat 5pm

St Joseph’s, Cnr Mary and 
Oliver Streets, Berridale

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sun 10:30am

Our Lady 
starting at the long weekend in 

June, continuing to the end of the 
long weekend in October Star of 
the Sea, Cooma Street, Dalgety

5th Sun 10:30am

St Thomas, Barry Way, 
Moonbah

Please phone presbytery for 
summer Mass times

Our Lady of the Snow, 
Kosciusko Road, Perisher

5pm every Sunday 

By John McLaurin

Archbishop’s  
impassioned  
address about 
Spiritual power 



ARCHBISHOP Anthony Fisher OP, 
the Bishops’ Delegate for Youth, says the 
largest survey of  young Catholics ever 
conducted will further shape the Church’s 
engagement with young people and help 
the bishops tackle some of  the many 
challenges young people face in contem-
porary society.

The Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference last year initiated a survey of  
people aged 16 to 29 as part of  inter-
national preparations for the Synod of  
Bishops on Young People, the Faith and 
Vocational Discernment, which will be 
held in October this year.

More than 15,000 young people 
responded “passionately and earnestly”, 
Archbishop Fisher said, with the survey 
results highlighting some of  their key 
concerns: mental health issues; ques-
tions around identity – ethnic, spiritual 
and sexual; loneliness; relationships and 
friendships; the direction of  society, 
politics and the Church; and living out 
their faith in a secular world.

“These are big issues that affect us all 
and they are all things about which the 
Church cares deeply and on which it has 
much to say,” Archbishop Fisher said.

“Even amidst the challenges raised in 
the survey, there is cause for great hope. 
For millennials, there has never been 
a more important time to rededicate 
themselves to the message and life of  
Jesus Christ. If  ever we needed new John 
the Baptists to call people to repent and 

believe, to offer some really Good News 
amidst all the bad, and to point people to 
Christ, it is right now.

“Never in history have young people 
been more necessary. Never have young 
people had more opportunities to be the 
spiritual heroes our nation and our world 

needs.”
Trudy Dantis, director of  the Pastoral 

Research Office, which conducted the 
survey, said the overwhelming response 
from young people created rich data that 
can help the Church understand where 
its ministry is bearing fruit and where 

additional efforts might best be directed.
“It’s clear that many young people 

highly value what the Church has done 
for them and is doing for them, while 
others were willing to share their disap-
pointment in the Church, which is some-
times harder to capture and analyse,” Dr 
Dantis said. “This survey sought to really 
listen to what young people are saying.

“The bishops and all who work in the 
Church will better understand the views 
of  young people after considering the 
findings of  this survey and assessing how 
they can renew and energise the Church.”

Malcolm Hart, director of  the ACBC’s 
Office for Youth, said the youth survey 
will help inform the Church’s ongo-
ing ministry to young people through 
schools, parishes, youth groups, ethnic 
communities and other less formal 
settings.

“We heard that many young people 
enjoy gathering in a structured setting, 
like Mass and liturgical events, others 
liked the ‘big event’ approach to their 
faith and others still preferred the casual 
nature of  meeting in cafes and pubs to 
consider the big faith and life questions,” 
Mr Hart said.

“The Church wants to continue to 
engage with young people wherever they 
choose to gather and help be a focal 
point for their personal and spiritual 
growth.” Access the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Youth Survey at: www.catholic.
org.au/youthsurvey
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AUSTRALIA is one step 
closer to getting its next saint 
with the Vatican advancing the 
cause for Sydney woman Eileen 
O’Connor to the title Servant of  
God.

The significant announce-
ment comes just months after 
Catholic Archbishop of  Sydney, 
Most Rev. Anthony Fisher 
OP, began the formal process 
for the beatification of  Eileen 
when he appointed Rome-based 
priest Father Anthony Robbie 
in March as postulator - the 
person who guides the cause 
for beatification or canonisation 
through the Church’s rigorous 
processes for recognising a 
person as a saint.

“Eileen’s was a life of  
immense suffering and judged 
by today’s standards many 
would have viewed it as lacking 
in dignity, value or hope,” said 
Archbishop Fisher. 

“That she is on her way to 
possibly being our next saint 
shows even a short life, marked 
by incredible suffering, can be 
an inspiration to all and reminds 

us of  the dignity of  every 
human life.” 

Fr Robbie said this significant 
declaration of  the Holy See 
means the task of  formally pre-
senting Eileen to the world as an 
outstanding Australian example 
of  holiness and charitable care 
can now begin.

“With every passing year 
since her death a century ago, 
Eileen O’Connor has grown in 
the love and devotion of  the 
people of  Sydney and of  all 
Australia. 

Always thinking of  others 
in need despite her own severe 
hardships, she is an outstanding 
role model for today’s Australian 
youth and for the lay apostolate 
in particular,” he said.

“May she inspire many 
others to devote themselves 
to the needs of  the outcast 
and forgotten as her own life 
becomes better known.” Born 
in the inner-Melbourne suburb 
of  Richmond on 19 February 
1892, Eileen Rosaline O’Connor 
suffered a crippling break in her 
spine at age three and lived her 

short life in constant nerve pain 
from what was later diagnosed 
as tuberculous osteomyelitis. 

The O’Connor family moved 

to Sydney when Eileen was aged 
10 and despite her poor health 
and immense suffering, she co-
founded the religious order of  

Our Lady’s Nurses of  the 
Poor with local priest Father 
Edward McGrath MSC in April 
1913.

On the path to Sainthood

Survey explores young people’s hopes and challenges
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Edward McGrath MSC in April 
1913.

CANBERRA couple, Anna 
and Keith Linard, attended the 
9th World Meeting of  Families in 
Dublin from August 21 to 26. 

The World Meetings were 
established by Pope Saint John 
Paul II in 1994 with the aim of  
celebrating the Church’s role 
in building the family. Held 
every three years, this major 
international event brings 
together thousands families from 
across the world to celebrate, 
pray and reflect upon the central 
importance of  marriage and the 
family as the cornerstone of  
our lives, of  society and of  the 
Church. 

Anna and Keith had the 
privilege of  presenting their 
testimony at the first World 
Meeting in St Peter’s Square 
before Pope John-Paul. 

Following the second World 
Meeting they were co-founders 
of  the ‘Evangelisation Through 
the Family Working Group’ 
which, in 2006, the Australian 
Bishops reconstituted as the 
Australian Catholic Marriage and 
Family Council (ACMFC). 

Anna and Keith were 
members of  the ACMFC from 
2006 to 2012.

In announcing the World 
Meeting, Pope Francis said: 

“I wish to underline how 
important it is for families to 
ask themselves often if  they 
live based on love, for love and 
in love. In practice, this means 
giving oneself, forgiving, not 
losing patience, anticipating the 
other, respecting …  I dream of  
a merciful Church that proclaims 
the heart of  the revelation of  
God as Love, which is Mercy. It 
is this very mercy that makes us 
new in love. The Dublin meeting 
will be able to offer concrete 
signs of  this.”

The 9th World Meeting began 
with a three-day Pastoral and 
Theological Congress reflecting 
on the theme “The Gospel of  
the Family: Joy for the World”. 

This was followed by a 
Festival of  Families, where 
families gathered to celebrate 
the gift of  family from the 
perspective of  the specific theme 
of  the World Meeting. 

This was a cultural celebration 
of  music, dance, song, within a 
prayerful and joyful setting, and 
with the aid of  testimonies given 
by families representing the five 
continents. The highlight of  the 
event was the presence of  Pope 

Francis.
The World Meeting closed on 

Sunday 26 August with a solemn 
Eucharistic Celebration, that 
gathered tens of  thousands of  
people from Ireland and all over 
the world.

TO GET to World Youth 
Day 2019 in Panama this January, 
most Catholics will board flights 
a day or two before events begin. 
Some will drive, and spend a 
few weeks along the route on 
pilgrimage. A few might even 
spend weeks walking to Panama. 
But a crew of  almost two dozen 
Catholics will take more than five 
months to get to World Youth 
Day, and that’s so long as they 
have calm seas and fair winds.

A French crew of  17 men 
and women, four skippers, and 
a chaplain will sail from France 
to the Central American country, 
arriving at World Youth Day 
under sail, and from the sea.

Though a majority of  the 
group has never sailed before, 
the crew will take three boats and 
gain hands-on-experience along 
the way. Stopping at many Euro-
pean pilgrim sites, the crew will 
spend time as pilgrims, in prayer 
and reflection as they travel.  The 
boats will carry a statue of  Santa 
Maria La Antigua, the patron 
saint of  Panama.  

The voyage is expected to 
depart from the Gulf  of  Brest, 
located in the north of  France, 
on August 31. On behalf  of  
all the country’s bishops, the 

crew will receive a blessing from 
Bishop Marc Aillet of  Bayonne.

According the Vatican 
News, the team has labeled the 
journey a “spiritual, human, and 

missionary adventure.” The crew-
mates cited a variety of  reasons 
for their lengthy journey. Some 
members are using the trip as a 
time to discern a vocation, better 

understand life’s purpose, or to 
focus on prayer. The pilgrims 
also expressed desires to immerse 
themselves in the cultures of  
other nations, listening to the 
stories of  local people and learn-
ing from shared experiences.

Until September 15, the crew 
will sail through France, Portugal, 
and Spain, stopping at pilgrim 
sites like Santiago de Compostela 
and the apparition site of  Our 
Lady of  Fatima. 

The boats will reach Morocco 
by September 30 to retrace the 
steps of  Blessed Charles de 
Foucault.

In October, the crew will sail 
to the Canary Islands, a Spanish 
archipelago, and then to Senegal. 
The crew will be leading a mis-
sion trip in Senegal’s capital city, 
Dakar.

After an estimated 20 days 
of  travel over the Atlantic 
Ocean, the pilgrims will arrive 
at the Caribbean islands around 
Christmas. The crew will sail 
to Curacao, off  the coast of  
Venezuela. They plan will arrivein 
Panama before Jan. 22.

Celebrating the cornerstone of life

Canberra couple, Anna and Keith Linard

Catholics taking the slow boat to Panama
Catholic News Agency

World Meeting of FamiliesMEXICO: The Archdiocese of 
Morelia confirmed Saturday that 
the body of Fr. Miguel Gerardo 
Flores, who had disappeared a 
week previously, had been dis-
covered. The Morelia archdio-
cese said Aug. 25 that the body 
of Fr. Flores was found in Nueva 
Italia, 100 miles southwest of 
Morelia in Mexico’s Michoacan 
state. At least four priests have 
been murdered in Mexico this 
year.

DUBLIN: Pope Francis said 
Sunday that he will not comment 
on claims by a former Vatican 
ambassador to the U.S. that the 
pope knew about allegations 
against Archbishop Theodore 
McCarrick and reinstated him in 
ministry. The pope said people 
should make up their own minds 
about the claims. “I read the 
statement this morning, and I 
must tell you sincerely… Read 
the statement carefully and 
make your own judgment.”

ROME: The Italian bishops’ con-
ference will accept the majority 
of 100 African migrants who 
have spent 10 days stranded on 
a coast guard ship in a Sicilian 
port. A total of 190 migrants, pri-
marily from Eritrea, had been 
found stranded at sea and res-
cued by the Italian Coast guard 
on August 16.

BRIEFS



ACROSS
1 First family member
3 Where Jerusalem was
6 ___ and abstinence
8 Church assn. for kids
9 “___ my sheep.” (Jn 21:17)
11 Commandment word
12 Where the Vatican is
13 “We ___ for the resurrection of the 

dead…”
14 “…and sends ___ on the just and on 

the unjust” (Mt 5:45)
15 Actor and convert Cooper
17 Catholic Brazilian soccer great
19 Jericho heroine
22 “…born of the Virgin Mary and 

became ___.”
23 OT prophetic book
24 Baptism symbol
27 First King of Israel
29 US state in which the Diocese of 

Nashville is found
30 “…the ___, raise the dead…” (Mt 

10:8)
33 A biblical sea
34 First family member
35 Title for Jesus
36 Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22–23)
37 First family member
38 Our ___ of Fatima
39 These fell in Jericho
40 Christmas visitors

DOWN
2 Renaissance Marian art title
3 First Catholic US president, familiarly
4 Jazz musician and Catholic convert 

Brubeck
5 Type of sin

6 Number of days Jesus spent in the 
desert

7 Catholic poet/essayist John Samuel 
___

10 Samuel’s mentor
15 Bible opener (abbr.)
16 Spiritual program
17 Adjective for the Bishop of Rome
18 Commit a deadly sin
20 The Inferno
21 Diocese in Idaho
23 A religious
25 Son of David
26 Catholic apologist and mathematician
28 One of the 12
29 First Catholic United States Chief 

Justice
31 Wedding vow
32 First family member
33 “None of us lives to himself, and 

none of us ___ to himself.” (Rom 
14:7)
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Regular Groups 

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm 
meeting which is followed by 
dinner at 8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for char-
ismatic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 

Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 
or Sean 0448 510 237.

COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC) 
CANBERRA CHAPTER: For 
more information contact Chris 
Carlile 0414 938 831.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the par-
ish room at St Peter Chanel’s 
Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, 
teachings, testimonies, prayer 
ministry, intercession and fellow-
ship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 
902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet 
on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:45, St Augustine Church, 
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 
139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. 
Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CAN-
BERRA: Meets fortnightly for 
discussion and reflection. Based 
on the international movement 
Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at St Joseph Church O'Connor 
at 2pm.

 
 

MAN OVERBOARD: Man 
Overboard is a monthly gather-
ing of young men discerning 
priesthood. It is a time to gather, 
reflect, and commune in order to 
feel supported during a time of 
such importance. Each gathering 
will be held on the third Friday 
of every month (public holidays 
excepted). Please RSVP to Fr 
Paul (paul.nulley@cg.org.au) for 
catering purposes or follow the 
prompts at http://www.manover-
board.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor following the 9.15am 
Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 
6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic 
Christian manhood, the Canberra 
chapter of ‘Men Alive’ meet on 
the first Monday of each month 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then 
followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ 
in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY 
MARRIED: A mentoring program 
for newly married couples or 
engaged couples soon-to-be 
married. Contact Debbie and 
Brian on (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 
878 167. Email: mnm@grapevine.
com.au

Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.  
Entries which are accepted are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au P:02 6295 4300

COMING 
EVENTS

VOCATIONS
Are you 

considering a 
vocation as a  
priest for the 

Archdiocese of 
Canberra and 

Goulburn?

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

paul.nulley@cg.org.au

DECEMBER 5 (6.30pm to 
8pm): Marist College Canberra 
Community Christmas Carols are 
being held on the lawns of the 
junior school at Marr St Pearce. 
The Carols will feature students 
from Marist College and Merici 
College along with Sing Australia. 
Santa is expected to make an 
appearance for photos and fun. 
Everyone is welcome. People 
are encouraged to bring along 
a picnic dinner, and to consider 
donating a gift for St Vincent de 
Paul to support local families 
doing it tough this Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 to 9: 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in Sydney. To learn more go to 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/

DECEMBER 9: Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for their 
annual Christmas Party. Contact 
Tricia on (02) 6288 4070.

DECEMBER 14 (7.30pm): 
Carols at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral in Manuka. All are 
invited to join with Archbishop 
Christopher in a service of 
readings, prayers and carols. 
Featuring musicians from the 
Cathedral Choir, trumpeters, 
trombones, and organ and the 
children’s choir from St Thomas 
More’s Primary School. 

DECEMBER 16 (11am 
Mass): Missionaries of God’s 
Love priests and brothers 
invite you to the profession of 
initial vows and promises at St 

Benedict’s Church Narrabundah. 
Lunch to follow at the school hall. 
Please bring a plate to share.

DECEMBER 16 and 17 (2pm 
each day):  Kaleidoscope presents 
‘A Concerted Effort’ - a concert 
within a play with music by 
individuals and the Choir. Adults 
$15, concessions $10.  
In support of HOME in 
Queanbeyan where all proceeds 
go to providing a supportive, 
loving home for 19 women and 
men with mental illness who 
cannot live independently.  It is 
a community project initiated 
by Father Peter Day. For 
more information contact Reg 
Halliburton on (02) 6297 1859 or 
Viv Arnold on (02) 6166 0187.

DECEMBER 31: Canberra 
Regiona AMICUS (meaning friend) 
Group will meet for dinner and 
dancing to DJ Joe Pelle at The 
Austrian Club. Contact Patricia on 
0412 351 548.

FEBRUARY 16, 2018 to 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018: 
The Earth’s Cry: Care for Our 
Common Home live-in weekend 
with an open day on the Saturday 
(Open day booking essential). 
Presented by Dr Anthony Kelly 
CSsR and Jacqui Remond, former 
director of Catholic Earthcare. 
“The earth, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor; she groans in travail.” (Rom 
8:22) – Laudato Si’ paragraph 
2. For more information and 
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222 
or email info@stclement.com.au

MARCH 20, 2018 to April 
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage 
in Europe. For further details 
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh 
by mobile on 0429 171 400 or 
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
wagga.net.au 

JULY 12 to 14, 2018: 
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference 
held in Brisbane is organised and 
hosted on behalf of the National 
Centre for Evangelisation, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference and by the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. Early bird registration 
will soon be available. For more 
information go to http://promo.
proclaimconference.com.au/
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TO RENT

FOR SALE or 
REPAIR

REAL ESTATE FOR 
SALE

SELF-HELP GROUP

BRUCE, ACT: Full board 
available for a student in a caring 
Catholic home. Close to univer-
sities and amenities. Long term 
option only. $250 pw (neg) plus 
expenses. Referees required. 
Phone: 0430 667 447.

HARDEN 
MURRUMBURRAH: Modern 
2 b/r townhouse with a/c. L/U 
garage, private, easy access to 
shops, churches, doctors and club. 
Set in a complex of four. Apply 
with current references - $180 
p/w. Phone: (02) 6386 2700.

farms. 8km from the historic vil-
lage of Bodalla. Minutes to 
beaches lakes. Sleeps 8, 
four  bedrooms, two bathrooms. 
Great for families or couples .
Pets welcome by arrangement. 
Ph Jenny 0400735454. www.
stayz.com.au/bodallarockhous 

CURRAJONG, JERVIS 
BAY: Fantastic house with six 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
rumpus. Sleeping 14, it’s ideal for 
two families to share. Stylishly 
redecorated in mid-2010. Visit 
www.currajongbeach-house.com.
au

TUROSS HEADS: Ella May 
Holiday Flats. Renovated two 
bedrooms, walk to the beach. 
Fully equipped, available all year 
including weekends. Off-season 
rates ranging from $150 p/n to 
$350 p/n. Contact Deidre on 
0414 597 619 or (02) 6278 5271. 
Visit www.ellamay.com.au

BOAT: Aluminium 3.7m twin 
cylinder Mercury motor and 
trailer. ACT rego, four life jack-
ets, Hummingbird electronic fish 
finder and oars. All immaculate 
condition. Photos available. 
$1,750. Phone Max on (02) 
6254 4994 or email maxrowe@
grapevine.net.au

GARDEN: Bags of garden 
manure cow and sheep, $6 per 
bag. Minimum order is five bags. 
Free delivery around Canberra 
area. Phone Mark on 0427 053 
988.

SERVICES

BM SCRAP METAL: Any 
scrap metal wanted - Unwanted 
cars, trucks, vans, bikes, bus etc. 
We pay cash $$$. With every 
sale we would like to donate a 
percentage into our parish. So 
let’s clean up and support our 
local parish established in 1965. 
Call Matt Martin – 0422 050 553 
or Bill Martin – 0412 210 245.

COUNSELLING: Things not 
going to plan? Sometimes we 
need to talk to someone who 
can help. Maybe it is time to con-
tact a professional at Counselling 
Solutions ACT. Visit www.act-
counselling.com.au

GETIN2IT PLUMBING: 
New homes, fix taps, toilet 
repairs, blocked drains. Min call 
out fee $80.00 – discount for 
pensioners. Please call us for 
your free quote as well as some 
water saving tips. Call Matt – 
0422 050 553.

HANDYMAN and 
PAINTING 
CONTRACTOR: Small jobs 
specialist. Services range from 
minor carpentry, plastering, tiling, 
fence repairs, painting, roofing, 
plumbing and much more. All in 
Canberra area. Free quotes. 10% 
discount for pensioners. No job 
too big or too small. Phone Luis 
Flores on 0404 605 687 or (02) 
6140 1317.

SINGING: If you can talk then 
you can sing. Lessons make sing-
ing easier. Experienced teacher. 
Varied styles including classical, 
sacred, musicals and popular. 
Phone Rosemary on (02) 6297 
2974 or 0414 228 618.

DALMENY, NSW: Building 
site for sale. Great location with 
ocean views. Phone John on 
0413 153 384 or 0417 200 153.

Share your talents with others, 
exchange or barter. Assist pen-
sioners, low income earners and 
those less-fortunate. Need for 
massage, hair-cut, nails, food, odd 
jobs etc. Massage can improve 
circulation, mobility and well-be-
ing. Confidential. Phone John any-
time on 0403 050 960.

HOLIDAYS

BROULEE: Spectacular views 
near beach. Six-bedroom, 
three-bathroom house. Two living 
areas, includes balcony with won-
derful views, fully equipped. 
Great for family groups – sleeps 
14. Phone: (02) 6257 1222. Visit 
www.broulee-beachhouse.com

LivingWORD
Free Gospel reflection 
delivered in your inbox 
every Monday - Friday
www.cgcatholic.org.au

TAKE A LOOK AT THE NEW WEBSITE: WWW.CATHOLICVOICE.ORG.AU

Coming Events

HARRISON: 25 sq m office 
space available for rent near 
Harrison Schools. Secure place 
with parking area. $210 /wk. 
Contact 0421 544 878.

EUROBODALLA:  Bodalla 
Rockhouse. Best of the bush and 
the beach. Passive solar Stone 
farmhouse set on 100acres. 
Spectacular elevated views over 
the lagoon and Tuross river valley.
Relax ,pray ,eat to the slow 
rhythms of life amongst  the dairy

FOR SALE: 2 Classic Style 
plaster column pedestals; 1 x 1 
metre high, 27 inch diameter, 
cream with brown base and top, 
$40 ono; 1 x 90cms high, 27 cms 
diameter, cream $30 ono; Phone 
0408 614304.

KENWOOD CHEF FOOD 
MIXER $100, MICROWAVES 
from $40. Six month warranty. 
Free quote for repairs. Will 
trade-in or purchase old items. 
Microwave glass trays from $10. 
Phone John on (02) 6166 5512 
or 0403 050 960.

C A H       O      L       I       C

OICE
ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN

Catholic Voice Website

www.catholicvoice.org.au



21COMING   EVENTS18 December 2017

Regular Groups 

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: 
Meets for prayer every second 
Sunday of the month at Weston 
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: 
Held at the Southern Cross Club 
Canberra, the Catenians meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm 
meeting which is followed by 
dinner at 8pm.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN 
LORD CANBERRA: Meets at 
7.30pm each Friday evening in 
St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 
Bancroft St Dickson) for char-
ismatic praise and worship with 
an anointed sharing of the word. 

Contact Shan on 0412 310 364 
or Sean 0448 510 237.

COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC) 
CANBERRA CHAPTER: For 
more information contact Chris 
Carlile 0414 938 831.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER 
GROUP: Meets each Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9pm in the par-
ish room at St Peter Chanel’s 
Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, 
teachings, testimonies, prayer 
ministry, intercession and fellow-
ship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 
902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet 
on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:45, St Augustine Church, 
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular 
Franciscans try to follow Christ 
in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 
139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. 
Email: sfo@fastmail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CAN-
BERRA: Meets fortnightly for 
discussion and reflection. Based 
on the international movement 
Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on 
the third Sunday of each month 
at St Joseph Church O'Connor 
at 2pm.

 
 

MAN OVERBOARD: Man 
Overboard is a monthly gather-
ing of young men discerning 
priesthood. It is a time to gather, 
reflect, and commune in order to 
feel supported during a time of 
such importance. Each gathering 
will be held on the third Friday 
of every month (public holidays 
excepted). Please RSVP to Fr 
Paul (paul.nulley@cg.org.au) for 
catering purposes or follow the 
prompts at http://www.manover-
board.org.au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS: Meets to pray a 
Cenacle at St Joseph’s Church 
O’Connor following the 9.15am 
Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 
6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic 
Christian manhood, the Canberra 
chapter of ‘Men Alive’ meet on 
the first Monday of each month 
at St Christopher’s Cathedral 
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then 
followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ 
in Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY 
MARRIED: A mentoring program 
for newly married couples or 
engaged couples soon-to-be 
married. Contact Debbie and 
Brian on (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 
878 167. Email: mnm@grapevine.
com.au

Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.  
Entries which are accepted are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au P:02 6295 4300

COMING 
EVENTS

VOCATIONS
Are you 

considering a 
vocation as a  
priest for the 

Archdiocese of 
Canberra and 

Goulburn?

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

paul.nulley@cg.org.au

DECEMBER 5 (6.30pm to 
8pm): Marist College Canberra 
Community Christmas Carols are 
being held on the lawns of the 
junior school at Marr St Pearce. 
The Carols will feature students 
from Marist College and Merici 
College along with Sing Australia. 
Santa is expected to make an 
appearance for photos and fun. 
Everyone is welcome. People 
are encouraged to bring along 
a picnic dinner, and to consider 
donating a gift for St Vincent de 
Paul to support local families 
doing it tough this Christmas.

DECEMBER 7 to 9: 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in Sydney. To learn more go to 
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
au/

DECEMBER 9: Canberra 
Regional AMICUS (meaning 
friend) Group will meet for their 
annual Christmas Party. Contact 
Tricia on (02) 6288 4070.

DECEMBER 14 (7.30pm): 
Carols at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral in Manuka. All are 
invited to join with Archbishop 
Christopher in a service of 
readings, prayers and carols. 
Featuring musicians from the 
Cathedral Choir, trumpeters, 
trombones, and organ and the 
children’s choir from St Thomas 
More’s Primary School. 

DECEMBER 16 (11am 
Mass): Missionaries of God’s 
Love priests and brothers 
invite you to the profession of 
initial vows and promises at St 

Benedict’s Church Narrabundah. 
Lunch to follow at the school hall. 
Please bring a plate to share.

DECEMBER 16 and 17 (2pm 
each day):  Kaleidoscope presents 
‘A Concerted Effort’ - a concert 
within a play with music by 
individuals and the Choir. Adults 
$15, concessions $10.  
In support of HOME in 
Queanbeyan where all proceeds 
go to providing a supportive, 
loving home for 19 women and 
men with mental illness who 
cannot live independently.  It is 
a community project initiated 
by Father Peter Day. For 
more information contact Reg 
Halliburton on (02) 6297 1859 or 
Viv Arnold on (02) 6166 0187.

DECEMBER 31: Canberra 
Regiona AMICUS (meaning friend) 
Group will meet for dinner and 
dancing to DJ Joe Pelle at The 
Austrian Club. Contact Patricia on 
0412 351 548.

FEBRUARY 16, 2018 to 
FEBRUARY 18, 2018: 
The Earth’s Cry: Care for Our 
Common Home live-in weekend 
with an open day on the Saturday 
(Open day booking essential). 
Presented by Dr Anthony Kelly 
CSsR and Jacqui Remond, former 
director of Catholic Earthcare. 
“The earth, burdened and 
laid waste, is among the most 
abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor; she groans in travail.” (Rom 
8:22) – Laudato Si’ paragraph 
2. For more information and 
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222 
or email info@stclement.com.au

MARCH 20, 2018 to April 
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage 
in Europe. For further details 
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh 
by mobile on 0429 171 400 or 
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
wagga.net.au 

JULY 12 to 14, 2018: 
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference 
held in Brisbane is organised and 
hosted on behalf of the National 
Centre for Evangelisation, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Con-
ference and by the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. Early bird registration 
will soon be available. For more 
information go to http://promo.
proclaimconference.com.au/
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TRADITIONAL  
LATIN MASS 

Sts Peter and Paul, Garran
Monday – Thursday – 7 am

Friday – 7 pm  
Saturday – 9 am  

Sunday – 11.30 am (sung)
St Thomas More, Campbell

Sunday – 7.45 am
FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320

canberraltm.blogspot.com

REGULAR GROUPS

CANBERRA TAIZE GROUP: Meets for prayer every second Sunday of 
the month at Weston Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

CATENIANS in CANBERRA: Meet on the third Thursday of the month 
at 6.45pm for the 7.15pm meeting which is followed by dinner at 8pm. Venue: 
The Southern Cross Club Woden.

COMMUNITY OF THE RISEN LORD CANBERRA: Meet at 7.30pm 
each Friday evening in St Brigid’s Church parish hall (2 Bancroft St Dickson) for 
charismatic praise and worship with an anointed sharing of the Word. Contact 
Shan on 0412 310 364 or Sean 0448 510 237.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER GROUP: Meets each Wednesday from 
7pm to 9pm in the parish room at St Peter Chanel’s Church Yarralumla. Rosary, 
charismatic praise and worship, teachings, testimonies, prayer ministry, interces-
sion and fellowship. Contacts Susanna on 0419 902 293, Neda on 0415 266 019 
and Gabriel on 0432 082 642.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet on 
the third Friday of the month at 7:45pm, St Augustine Church, 262 Beasley St 
Farrer. Secular Franciscans try to follow Christ in the footsteps of St Francis of 
Assisi. Call Tony on 0407 072 139 or Hélène on 0420 533 264. Email: sfo@fast-
mail.fm

IGNATIAN GROUP OF CANBERRA: Meets fortnightly for discussion 
and reflection. Based on the international movement Christian Life Community.  
Contact Steve on 0407 147 540.

LEGION OF MARY: Meets on the third Sunday of each month at St Joseph 
Church O’Connor at 2pm.

MAN OVERBOARD: A monthly gathering of young men discerning priest-
hood. It is a time to gather, reflect; and commune in order to feel supported 
during a time of such importance. Each gathering will be held on the first Friday 
of every month (public holidays excepted). Please RSVP to Fr Paul Nulley at 
paul.nulley@cg.org.au
For catering purposes or follow the prompts at http://www.manoverboard.org.
au/

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS: Meets to pray a Cenacle at St 
Joseph’s Church O’Connor each Wednesday following the 8.30am Mass. 
Contact Maria on (02) 6247 4026.

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic Christian manhood, the Canberra chapter 
of ‘Men Alive’ meet on the first Monday of each month at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then followed by drinks at ‘Public Bar’ in 
Manuka.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY MARRIED: A mentoring program for 
newly married couples or engaged couples soon-to-be married. Contact Debbie 
& Brian (02) 6231 3389 or 0414 878 167 Email: mnm@grapevine.com.au

TAIZE PRAYER: The Canberra Friends of Taizé Ecumenical Group meets 
regularly for prayer every second Sunday of the month at Weston Creek 
Uniting Church at 5.30pm. Prayers, songs, Scripture readings and silent medita-
tion as used in the monastery in Taizé, France. All welcome. Enquiries to 
Annemarie (0421 492 554) or CBRTaizeFriends@internode.on.net

SIX reasons to go to Reform Dental
1. Quality dental work on people of all ages assured by owner  

Dr Packi Rayappu
2. Friendly and professional service
3. Very affordable – Bulk Billing and Family discounts available
4. After hours emergency dental care
5. Two great locations - Weetangera and Harrison
6. Open 6 days per week (Monday to Friday)

All aspects of general dentistry covered including:
• Check-ups and oral hygien  • Teeth straightening •  Teeth 

cleaning and filling •  Professional teeth whitening 
•  Wisdom teeth issues •  Swellings and general oral pain •  
Oral medicine and pre-cancerous lesions •  Custom made 

mouthguards •  Broken dentures or crowns

LOCATION 1: Unit 95 / 11 Wimmera Street Harrison ACT
LOCATION 2: Unit 2 Weetangera Place, Weetangera ACT

PHONE: (02) 6254 4920 or (02) 6152 9214 – after hours this 
number reverts to the owners mobile for emergency dental work.

Reform Dental Care : ‘There for you and your family’
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SEPTEMBER 5 to 7: Australian 
Catholic Communications 
Congress 2018: Communicating 
Hope and Trust. Held at Rydges 
South Bank Brisbane. The 
congress is open to everyone 
communicating the Good News 
across Catholic media or 
communication channels. For more 
information go to https://www.
catholic.org.au/

SEPTEMBER 9 (11am to 
12.30pm): Plenary Council 
Listening and Dialogue for the 
Monaro Deanery at St Joseph’s 
Catholic School Bombala.

SEPTEMBER 10 to 14: The 
National Council of Priests (NCP) 
is holding a convention in Canberra 
to discuss matters for the Church 
following the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse and in 
preparation for the Plenary Council 
in 2020 and 2021. More details to 
follow as they become available. 

SEPTEMBER 13 to 16: The 
Catholic Cursillo Movement of 
Canberra & Goulburn is joining with 
the Catholic Cursillo Movement of 
Wollongong Diocese in holding a 
combined Men’s Cursillo at Hartzer 
Park Conference and Retreat 
Centre, Burradoo NSW on 13 – 16 
September 2018.  For further 
information contact:  Joe Jambor at 
irmandjoe@gmail.com or Mob: 
0401 159.852. 

SEPTEMBER 21 to 23: The 
Australian Catholic Youth Ministry 
Convention (ACYMC) will take 

place at the Rooty Hill RSL Club. 
Hosted by the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Office for Youth and the 
Diocese of Parramatta. For more 
information go to http://youth.
catholic.org.au/

SEPTEMBER 22 (9am to 1pm): 
Garage and Plant Sale at 
Rheinberger Centre, Cnr of Loch 
and Weston Streets Yarralumla, 
ACT.

SEPTEMBER 29: DVD 
presentations from Fr. Thomas 
Keating renowned Trappist monk 
and Dr. Judith Simmer- Brown 
Marian Hall St. Matthew’s Parish 
Chewings Street Page from 10.30 
am until 2.30. They will share the 
importance of the Journey of 
Compassion and Transformation 
through the practice of Centering 
Prayer Meditation. Facilitator: Sr 
Lorraine Cupitt rsm ph.: 6288 
6074. Donation $10. Please bring 
a personal lunch. Morning tea will 
be provided. 

OCTOBER 19 to 21: Young Men 
of God Conference. More details 
to follow.

OCTOBER 21: Gala Concert 
featuring The Australian Rugby 
Choir. Proceeds to Farmer’s 
Drought appeal, entry by gold coin 
donation. Artists include Drew 
Ashley, Julie O’Connor,    Rachel 
Campbell, Harry Cleverdon, , The 
“Butt” Family, Greg Jamieson, 
Oscar Smith and Trinity School 
Choir.

OCTOBER 24 (2pm to 5pm): Year 

of Youth forum at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral. Open to youth, young 
adults, clergy and leaders.

OCTOBER 26 (5pm to 9pm): Joy 
of the Gospel Review and 
Feedback session at Haydon Hall 
in St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre 
in Manuka. For more information 
contact Kylie on (02) 6239 9800.

OCTOBER 27 (10am): Plenary 
Council Listening and Dialogue in 
the Western Deanery. Session will 
be held somewhere in 
Cootamundra. Location to be 
confirmed.

NOVEMBER 3 (9am to 4pm): 
Archbishop’s Teaching Day for the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal. At 
Haydon Hall in St Christopher’s 
Pastoral Centre, Manuka. All are 
welcome. To register and for 
more information, call Neda on 
0415 266 019 or Susanna on 
0419 902 293.

NOVEMBER 10 (9am to 1.30pm): 
Marymead Annual Fete at 
Rheinberger Centre, Cnr of Loch 
and Weston Streets Yarralumla, 
ACT. 

NOVEMBER 15 to 18: Canberra 
Women’s Cursillo at Greenhills. 
Save the date. 

NOVEMBER 4: St Greg’s Youth 
LIVE. Save the date.

JANUARY 22 to 27, 2019: World 
Youth Day in Panama. For more 
information go to www.wyd.org.au

Coming Events
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ENQUIRIES: Ph (02) 6239 9813 
Mail: GPO Box 3089, Canberra 2601  

Email: tribunal@cg.catholic.org.au

TRIBUNAL
of the Catholic Church

Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
Outreaching to all those who have experienced a 
marriage breakdown and question the validity of 
their first marriage as understood by the Church.

THE FOURTH and 
forthright Bishop of  Parra-
matta, Vincent Long, will lead a 
distinguished panel at the fourth 
major forum of  Concerned 
Catholics of  Canberra and 
Goulburn on September 11, 
2018.

The forum is entitled: The 
Future of  the Catholic Church 
in Australia: Role of  the Laity in 
Church Renewal.

Bishop Long, who gave 
thought-provoking testimony 
last year to the Royal Commis-
sion into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse, will be 
joined on the panel by Sr Clare 
Condon, formerly Congrega-
tional Leader of  the Sisters of  
the Good Samaritan, and Ms 
Anne Kirwan, CEO of  Catholic 
Care, Canberra and Goulburn.

Bishop Vincent is the first 
Vietnamese-born bishop to lead 
a diocese outside of  Vietnam 
and the first Vietnamese-born 
bishop in Australia. He came to 
Australia by boat in 1975 and is 
the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Delegate for Migrants and 
Refugees.

Long believes that ordained 
ministers have too much power 
in the Catholic Church and too 
little accountability, and that the 
marginalisation of  women and 
the laity is part of  this culture 
of  clericalism that contributes 
not insignificantly to the sexual 
abuse crisis. 

Role of Laity 
focus of 
forum LAST week Vikings Group 

launched a partnership with 
Marymead as its new Charity 
of  the Year, pledging to raise 
$100,000 – the largest fundraising 
goal Vikings Group has set for a 
single charity. 

The money raised will go 
towards building Marymead’s 
Care Cottages—as part of  its 
Buy a Brick campaign—to 
provide much needed short-term 
and crisis accommodation for 
children and families in the ACT 
and surrounding region.

The Charity of  the Year 
program is currently in its third 
year and has so far raised over 
$140,000 in support of  local 
charities. 

Vikings Group CEO Anthony 
Hill says introducing Marymead 
as the new Charity of  the Year is 
a privilege. 

“Coming into our third year 
running the program, we have 
committed ourselves to our high-
est fundraising goals. It will be 
challenging, but it is a challenge 
worth accepting.

“Marymead provides an 
invaluable service to the commu-
nity, which we want to recognise 
and support. Family values and 
cohesiveness are at the heart 
of  Vikings Group, and we look 
forward to building a strong 
partnership with Marymead,” 
Anthony says.

The Buy a Brick campaign 
aims to raise $1.3 million to 
construct two Care Cottages at its 
Narrabundah location.

Marymead’s CEO Camilla 
Rowland believes the partnership 
between Marymead and Vikings 
Group will make an exceptional 
difference to its Care Cottage 
fundraising initiative and to the 
families this will support.

“We’re extremely grateful 
to Vikings Group for selecting 
Marymead as its new Charity of  
the Year. This opportunity will 
contribute significantly to our 
Care Cottage project and help us 
achieve our mission to provide 
hope and change for children and 
families in crisis,” Camilla says.

The 12-month Charity of  the 

Year program includes a variety 
of  fundraising initiatives run 
throughout the year including 
trivia nights, Yoga on the Greens 
and a Vikings Rugby Charity Day 
to name few.

This year, Vikings are also 
encouraging Canberrans to ‘Buy a 
Brick’ as part of  the campaign to 
contribute to the construction of  

the Care Cottages. 
Marymead has supported the 

community for over 50 years and 
continues to provide family and 
mental health support services, 
emergency and crisis accom-
modation for vulnerable children 
and respite for people with 
disability. For more information 
visit marymead.org.au

Pledging $100K for Marymead

Date: Tuesday 11 September 2018
Location: Australian Centre for 
Christianity & Culture, Barton, ACT
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm
Accomodation: 0401 731 918
www.concernedcatholicscanberra.org

Vikings Group CEO Anthony Hill helps launch the Marymead Buy-A-Brick appeal with Marymead CEO Camilla Rowland. 
Photo supplied.

THE TWIN towns of  Harden 
Murrumburrah will mark the 
150th birthday of  one of  its 
historic Catholic churches with a 
music concert.

The concert to celebrate the 
sesquicentenary of  the Parish St 
Mary’s, Murrumburrah, will be 
held in its Harden sister church 
St Anthony’s at 2pm on Sunday, 
21 October.

The church, which holds 
about 600 people, has not 
hosted such an event before. 
All members of  the community 
are welcome and entry is by 
gold coin donation, proceeds to 
farmer’s drought appeal.

The Australian Rugby Choir 
with more than 40 male voices 
will come from Canberra to 
feature at the concert.

Other performers will include 
Drew Ashley, from Canberra, 
who will perform songs from 
the Phantom of  the Opera and 
Frank Sinatra, Hilltops soprano 
Julie O’Connor, musical director 
of  the Australian Rugby Choir 
Rachel Campbell, teenage artist 
Harry Cleverdon, Trinity School 
choir and the Butt family with 
Greg Jamieson and Oscar Smith.

The then Bishop of  Goulburn 
William Lanigan blessed and 
laid the foundation stone of  St 
Mary’s Church on 27 September, 
1868. 

In the late-1800s priests 
travelled on Saturday by train 
from Cootamundra to celebrate 
Sunday Mass, returning home the 
following day.

A parish lunch in September 
and an anniversary Mass in 
November will also be held to 
mark the historic occasion.

Twin towns to celebrate 150th
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the Care Cottages. 
Marymead has supported the 

community for over 50 years and 
continues to provide family and 
mental health support services, 
emergency and crisis accom-
modation for vulnerable children 
and respite for people with 
disability. For more information 
visit marymead.org.au

Pledging $100K for Marymead

ABOVE: Members of Pat Keough’s family travelled from far and wide to be 
present when Pat was honoured with a special Papal Award.
RIGHT : It was a celebration worth waiting 180 years for when St Augustine’s 
Parish Yass celebrated the original laying of the foundation stone in 1838.
BELOW RIGHT: Over 450 students from across the Archdiocese converged 
on Marist College for the Shine Gathering early in August.
BELOW: Breaking away for discussions was this group of parishioners at the 
Bombala and Delegate Plenary Council listening sessions facilitated by Shirley 
Sullivan.

LEFT: A group of visiting sisters from Vietnam were shown around St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre this month.  
BELOW LEFT: Attendees at the Catholic Leaders Formation Symposium took advantage of the sunny weather, 
enjoying their lunch break at the Plaza in front of St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre.
BELOW: Members of St Gregory’s Youth Worship (SGY) from Queanbeyan performed for an hour during the 12 
Hours of Adoration at St Christopher’s Cathedral on Friday August 3. More than 200 gathered across the 12 hours.



Jesus the compassionate  
High Priest

Fathers Day Appeal September 1-2

We congratulate
Fr Hilton Roberts as he  
celebrates his diamond jubilee of Ordination 
to the Priesthood

“Let us, then, 
approach the 
throne of grace with 
confidence to receive 
mercy and to find 
grace in time of 
need”
(Hebrews 4:16)

Clergy Retirement Foundation 

Your contribution to the 
Father’s Day Appeal will help 
in providing for the care of 
our retired priests of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn.   

To donate go to
https://www.bpoint.com.au/

pay/ClergyRetirement

Joint winners as festival hits high note

Will you care  
for those who cared?

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST THE FOUNDATION WITH A DONATION
My donation is:
q $25    q $50    q $100    q Other $ .................... 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible

First name (Mr /Mrs/Miss/Ms) .......................................................................

Surname: ...............................................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................

Town/Suburb: .....................................................................................................

Postcode: ..............................................................................................................

Phone: ....................................................................................................................

Donations may be sent to: 
The Clergy Retirement Foundation. GPO Box 3089. 
Canberra ACT 2601 or  email enquiries to 
kevin.croker@cg.org.au

q   I would like to become a regular donor.
Please charge my credit card. 

Monthly: $............................................................. 

q   Cheque (payable to Clergy Retirement Foundation) or

 Charge my Credit Card   q  MasterCard     q  Visa

Thank you for your help in providing for the care of our sick and retired priests of the Catholic Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn

Expiry Date: .......... .......... / .......... ..........

Signature: .........................................................................................................................

ABN 82 305 662 371
PH: (02) 6239 9800

ST CHRISTOPHER'S PASTORAL 
CENTRE 
55 Franklin Street, Forrest
GPO BOX 3089  
Canberra ACT 2601

Secretary email:
kevin.croker@cg.org.au

Website:
www.cgcatholic.org.auPay online

https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/ClergyRetirement
SEPTEMBER 2018

Clergy Retirement Foundation  
Fathers Day Appeal: September 2-3


