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F L O W C H A R T :  REPORTING  
CHILD-RELATED ADULT BEHAVIOUR OF CONCERN   

 

 

If you suspect that any person (the Suspected Person) has acted in a manner that is inappropriate and/or 
unsafe in relation to a child, you should immediately follow and act upon the flowchart below. That 
person could be an Archdiocesan employee or volunteer, a member of the clergy or religious, the child’s 
parent or any other person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This flowchart is for Parish Priests 
and Parish workers outlining the 
process of reporting child-related 

adult behaviour of concern. 

Do you believe that in addition to inappropriate and/or unsafe behaviour the Suspected 
Person has committed a reportable crime, and that you have information  

that would assist the police in an investigation?  
 

See Fact sheet: Reportable crimes and the Police for more detail. 

Immediately notify the Parish Priest and/or 
the Institute for Professional Standards and 

Safeguarding (IPSS) 
 

The PP and IPSS will consider, advise and assist 
you to report to NSW Police or AFP if required.  
 
They will then take the appropriate next steps, 
which may include some or all of the following: 
 investigating the matter 
 reporting to the NSW/ACT Ombudsman  
 reporting to DCJ (NSW) or CYPS (ACT) 

Is the Suspected 
Person  

an employee,  
a volunteer,  
a member of  

the Clergy  
or Religious? 

Yes 
Maybe No 

Yes 

Maybe 

If a child is in  
imminent danger, 

immediately report  
the matter to  

Police  
 131 444 

(both ACT and NSW) 
 

If the situation  
is life threatening  

call  000 
No No further action 

required 

Yes 

Do you believe the 
child is otherwise at 

risk of significant 
harm? 

 
See Fact sheet: When 

is a child at risk of 
significant harm? 

No 


