
Where is Jesus today in our 
family life? 

³7KH�MR\�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�¿OOV�WKH�KHDUWV�DQG�OLYHV�RI�
DOO�ZKR�HQFRXQWHU�-HVXV´��ZULWHV�+LV�+ROLQHVV��
3RSH�)UDQFLV��(YDQJHOLL�*DXGLXP��������Q����� 

:H�DSSO\�WKDW�QRZ�WR�RXU�$UFKGLRFHVDQ�$VVHPEO\�
KHUH�LQ�&DQEHUUD������DQG�ZH�VWDWH�ZLWK�
FRQ¿GHQW�IDLWK��WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�¿OOV�WKH�
KHDUWV�DQG�OLYHV�RI�DOO�ZKR�HQFRXQWHU�-HVXV�LQ�
PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH� 

7R�HQFRXQWHU�-HVXV�LQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�
PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�DOORZ�-HVXV�WR�(0%5$&(�ZLWK�
MR\��ORYH��NLQGQHVV�DQG�PHUF\�DOO�ZKR�PDUU\�
DQG�OLYH�LQ�IDPLO\�OLIH��:LWK�IDLWK�ZH�ZDQW�-HVXV�
WR�GUDZ�XV�PRUH�IXOO\�LQWR�WKH�*UDFH�RI�WKH�ORYH�
RI�WKH�7ULQLW\�ZKHUH�GLYLQH�ORYH�LV�ERUQ�DQG�
JHQHUDWHG��7KDW�LV�RXU�GHHSHVW�SUD\HU��7KH�IUXLW�RI�
WKLV�SURIRXQG�SUD\HU�LV�MR\�

:H�DOO�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�LQ�
VRPH�ZD\�±�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\�

,Q�P\�¿UVW�PRQWKV�LQ�&DQEHUUD�,�EHJDQ�HDFK�
GD\�IHHOLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�PLVVLQJ��,�HYHQWXDOO\�
GLVFRYHUHG�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�IRU�
PDQ\�\HDUV�,�FRXOG�QRW�KHDU�WKH�MR\IXO�VKRXWV�RI�
FKLOGUHQ�JRLQJ�WR�VFKRRO��0\�SODFH�RI�UHVLGHQFH�
SUHYLRXVO\�ZDV�FORVH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�&DWKROLF�3ULPDU\�
6FKRRO��$V�,�¿QLVKHG�P\�PRUQLQJ�PHGLWDWLRQ�
DQG�KDG�EUHDNIDVW�EHIRUH�VHWWLQJ�RXW�IRU�WKH�

GD\��,�FRXOG�KHDU�FKLOGUHQ�FRPLQJ�WR�VFKRRO��
/RRNLQJ�RXW�IURP�P\�SUHVE\WHU\�ZLQGRZ�,�
FRXOG�VHH�GHGLFDWHG�SDUHQWV��VR�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�
JUDQGSDUHQWV��JXDUGLDQV��SHRSOH�LQ�FDUV�DQG�RQ�
ELF\FOHV�FRPLQJ�WR�VFKRRO��7KHUH�ZDV�PXFK�MR\�
DQG�KDSSLQHVV��&KLOGUHQ�VHHPHG�JHQXLQHO\�MR\IXO�
WR�JR�WR�VFKRRO�DQG�SDUHQWV�VHHPHG�JHQXLQHO\�
MR\IXO�DQG�UHOLHYHG�WR�VHH�WKHP�JR��,W�EHFDPH�
SDUW�RI�P\�OLIH��,�GLG�QRW�UHDOLVH�LW�XQWLO�LW�ZDV�QRW�
WKHUH� 

,W�PDGH�PH�UHÀHFW�RQ�P\�IDPLO\�OLIH�OLYLQJ�DW�
KRPH�ZLWK�P\�SDUHQWV��P\�EURWKHU�DQG�IRXU�
VLVWHUV��$JDLQ�ZH�WDNH�LW�DOO�IRU�JUDQWHG�XQWLO�ZH�
OHDYH�KRPH��%XW��RQ�UHÀHFWLRQ��P\�RZQ�IDPLO\�
ZDV�OLNH�D�QHVW�IRU�PH��,W�ZDV�D�KRPH�EDVH�IRU�
DOO�DFWLYLW\�±�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�SOHQW\�RI�FRPLQJV�
DQG�JRLQJV��,W�ZDV�D�SODFH�RI�VWDELOLW\�DQG�UHVW�LQ�
D�EXV\�ZRUOG��,W�ZDV�P\�SULPDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�D�
FRPPXQLW\�PDGH�RI�ORYH�DQG�OLIH�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��
,W�ZDV�OLNH�VRFLHW\�EXW�LQ�PLQLDWXUH��,W�ZDV�OLNH�WKH�
&KXUFK�LQ�D�VPDOOHU�GRPHVWLF�IRUP��,W�ZDV�ZKHUH�
ZH�JUHZ�XS�QRW�RQO\�SK\VLFDOO\�EXW�LQ�PDWXULW\��
,W�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�VORZO\�WRRN�LQ�WKH�YDOXHV�DQG�
SULQFLSOHV�RI�D�JRRG�DQG�WUXWKIXO�OLIH�OLYHG�LQ�ORYH�

7KLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�P\�IDPLO\�KDG�UHDFKHG�
DQ\�KHLJKW�RI�SHUIHFWLRQ���IDU�IURP�LW��,�UHFDOO�
PDQ\�DUJXPHQWV�DQG�VDG�GD\V�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
IDPLO\��HYHQ�DPRQJ�P\�SDUHQWV��7KDQNV�EH�
WR�*RG��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�PDQ\�WLPHV�
RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WKH�
ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�DJDLQ�PRUH�
GHHSO\�� 

 
$UFKELVKRS�&KULVWRSKHU�3URZVH�&DWKROLF�$UFKELVKRS�RI�&DQEHUUD�DQG�*RXOEXUQ

Pastoral Letter  
ON MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE

Embrace with Joy Marriage and Family Life

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, at this time of Easter and following our Archdiocesan 
Assembly which took place on the 20-21st March 2015, I am pleased to share with you this 
Pastoral Letter on the Joy of the Gospel in Marriage and Family Life.  I encourage you to 

UHDG��UHÀHFW�DQG�GLVFXVV�WKLV�3DVWRUDO�/HWWHU�LQ�\RXU�SDULVKHV��VFKRROV�DQG�IDPLOLHV��



,�FDQ�UHFDOO�PDQ\�DWWHPSWV�IRU�XV�WR�SUD\�
WRJHWKHU�DW�KRPH��2XU�ORFDO�SDULVK�DQG�VFKRROV�
ZHUH�OLNH�H[WHQVLRQV�RI�KRPH��2XU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
LQ�SDULVK�OLIH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�QDWXUDO�DQG�
QRXULVKLQJ�WR�WKH�IDPLO\¶V�³VRXO´��$V�D�\RXWK��
,�VWDUWHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�OHDGHUVKLS�E\�WDNLQJ�
RQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DW�SDULVK�DQG�VFKRRO��%XW�,�
ZRXOG�DOVR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�KRPH�³ZRPE´�DV�SULPH�
FRPPXQLW\��7KH�MR\�DQG�ORYH�IRXQG�WKHUH�DOZD\V�
UHYLWDOLVHG�WLUHG�VSLULWV��7KH\�VWLOO�GR�HYHQ�WRGD\�

QUESTIONS
Think back to your life as a young child.
• Recall a joyful moment.
• How did you deal with challenging situations?

Marriage –  
does it have a future?

0\�YRFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��LQ�KLQGVLJKW��
VHHPV�D�QDWXUDO�SURJUHVVLRQ�IRUP�WKH�IDPLO\�
OLIH�,�UHFHLYHG��7DNLQJ�RQ�VPDOO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�KRPH�OHG�PH�WR�WDNH�RQ�JUHDWHU�
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DZD\�IURP�P\�IDPLO\�
,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��UHYLHZLQJ�P\�IDPLO\�OLIH�ZLWK�\RX�
IURP�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�DJR�VHHPV�VR�GL̆HUHQW�WR�WKH�
ZD\�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�LV�FRQGXFWHG�WRGD\�

1R�GRXEW�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�PDUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�LQ�HYHU\�DJH��EXW�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�
WRGD\�VHHP�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPSOH[�DQG�
ZRUU\LQJ��:H�DOO�IHHO�WKLV��,�KRSH�WKH\�DUH�
H[DJJHUDWLQJ��EXW�VRPH�VRFLDO�FRPPHQWDWRUV�
VXUPLVH�WKDW�WKHVH�SUHVHQW�GD\�FKDOOHQJHV�DUH�
HYHQ�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�YHU\�H[LVWHQFH�RI�PDUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW��

:K\�DUHQ¶W�SHRSOH�KLJKO\�VHQVLWLVHG�WR�WKLV�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�WDNLQJ�SODFH"�

2FFDVLRQDOO\��ZKHQ�LQWHUYLHZHG�E\�WKH�PHGLD�
RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�HFRORJ\��,�KDYH�
LQWURGXFHG�WKH�WRSLF�RI�KXPDQ�HFRORJ\��7KLV�LV�
VRPHWKLQJ�WKH�UHFHQW�3RSHV�SURYLGHQWLDOO\�KDYH�
LQWURGXFHG��:H�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�XQLYHUVDO�
SDWWHUQV�DQG�REMHFWLYH�SDUDPHWHUV�DURXQG�ZKLFK�
WKH�(DUWK�DQG�LWV�HFRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV�UHYROYH�
DQG�ZKLFK�KXPDQLW\�PXVW�UHVSHFW��7KHUH�DUH�
DOVR�UHDVRQHG�XQLYHUVDO�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�REMHFWLYH�
KXPDQ�YDOXHV�WKDW�DOO�PXVW�OLNHZLVH�UHVSHFW�LI�

ZH�KRSH�IRU�D�FRPPRQ�OLIH�RI�KDSSLQHVV��MR\�DQG�
KRSH��

5HJUHWWDEO\��,�QRUPDOO\�¿QG�WKDW�WKH�LQWHUYLHZHU�
TXLFNO\�PRYHV�RQWR�DQRWKHU�WRSLF��<HW��PDUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�DUH�VXUHO\�WKH�FKLHI�EDWWOHJURXQGV�
IRU�WKLV�LQGL̆HUHQFH�WR�XQLYHUVDO�KXPDQ�WUXWKV��
,QFUHPHQWDO�LQDWWHQWLYHQHVV�WR�WKH�FKDQJHV�WR�
WKH�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�LVVXHV�RI�(DUWK�DUH�FDXVHV�
IRU�SURIRXQG�DQ[LHW\��/LNHZLVH��ZK\�DUH�VORZ�EXW�
VXUH�SDUDGLJPDWLF�FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�ZD\�VRFLHW\�
QXUWXUHV�DQG�SURPRWHV�UHODWLRQVKLSV��HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\��QRW�FDXVHV�IRU�HTXDO�
VRFLHWDO�DQJVW�DW�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHOV"�

,�DP�UHPLQGHG�RI�WKH�IDPLOLDU�DQHFGRWH�RI�WKH�
ERLOLQJ�IURJ��,W�VD\V�WKDW�D�IURJ�SODFHG�LQ�ERLOLQJ�
ZDWHU�ZLOO�LPPHGLDWHO\�MXPS�RXW��+RZHYHU��LI�
LW�LV�SODFHG�LQ�ZDWHU�WKDW�YHU\�VORZO\�ERLOV�LW�ZLOO�
UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�EH�ERLOHG�WR�GHDWK�



7KH�VRFLHWDO�UHDVRQV�ZK\�WKH�ZDWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�
PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�LV�VORZO\�KHDWLQJ�XS�
DUH�YDULHG�DQG�FRPSOH[��3RSH�)UDQFLV�VWDWHV�
WKDW�³WKH�IDPLO\�LV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�SURIRXQG�
FXOWXUDO�FULVLV��DV�DUH�DOO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�
ERQGV�´�(YDQJHOLL�*DXGLXP�����

,Q�D�VLPSOH�DQG�EULHI�PDQQHU��,�ZLVK�WR�
QRPLQDWH�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�FXOWXUDO�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQ��

,Q�KLV�YLVLW�WR�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��-DQXDU\��������
3RSH�)UDQFLV�VSRNH�WR�IDPLOLHV�DQG�ZDUQHG�
RI�³LGHRORJLFDO�FRORQLVDWLRQ´�LQ�WRGD\¶V�ZRUOG��
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�FDOOHG�IRU�YLJLODQFH�IURP�
DOO�VRUWV�RI�WHPSWLQJ�LGHDV�WKDW�DUH�LPSRVHG�
RQ�SHRSOH�WRGD\��7KH\�FRPH�IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�
SUHVHQW�DUUDQJHPHQWV�DQG�DLP�WR�FKDQJH�VWDEOH�
PHQWDOLWLHV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHV��

QUESTIONS
• Do we ever speak about the positive aspects of 

our marriage to those around us – our fellow 
married couples or single young people?

• Are we more likely to refer jokingly to  
the problems of marriage but seldom  
refer to the joys?

Some challenges to marriage 
and family life today

1. Moral and philosophical thinking
(YHQ�ZH�DUH�QRW�DZDUH�RI�LW��WKH�VSHFL¿F�
GHFLVLRQV�ZH�PDNH�LQ�IDPLO\�OLIH�WRGD\�DUH�
EDVHG�RQ�FHUWDLQ�PRUDO�DQG�SKLORVRSKLFDO�
SUHVXSSRVLWLRQV��)RU�PDQ\�GHFDGHV�WKHUH�
KDV�EHHQ�DQ�H[DJJHUDWHG�VWUHVV�RQ�WKH�VHOI�LQ�
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��:KDW�LV�EHVW�IRU�PH"�+RZ�ZLOO�
P\�VHOI�IXO¿OPHQW�EHVW�EH�DWWDLQHG"�
$OWKRXJK�ZH�QHHG�WR�UHVSHFW�WKH�VHOI��ZH�PXVW�
DOVR�UHVSHFW�WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG�RI�VRFLHW\��7KHUH�
DUH�VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�ZLWK�
SHUVRQDO�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��7KHUH�LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�
JRRG�WKDW�PXVW�EH�SURWHFWHG�WRR��,W�LV�QRW�JRRG�
HQRXJK�WR�WKLQN��³2K�ZHOO��,�IHHO�2.�DERXW�WKLV�
DQG�LW�LV�QRW�LOOHJDO��WKHUHIRUH�LW�PXVW�EH�JRRG�´�
%H�FDUHIXO��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�OLQH�RI�WKLQNLQJ�PD\�
PDNH�\RX�YHU\�XQKDSS\�DQG�QRW�JLYH�\RX�WKH�
IUHHGRP�\RX�GHHSO\�GHVLUH�

,�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�D�VWRU\�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�WKLV�

3HRSOH�WUDYHOOLQJ�RQ�D�ERDW�VXGGHQO\�VHQVH�WKDW�
WKH�ERDW�LV�VORZO\�VLQNLQJ��7KH\�VXUPLVH�WKDW�
WKHUH�PXVW�EH�VRPH�OHDN��7KH\�VHDUFK�WKH�ERDW��
,QFUHGLEO\��WKH\�¿QG�D�PDQ�GULOOLQJ�D�KROH�LQ�WKH�
EDVH�RI�WKH�ERDW��

One passenger shouts out: “Stop, you fool! 
What are you doing? Stop right now?”
But the man replies: “What I am doing is 
none of your business. Whatever I am doing 
I am doing it in my own spot which I paid 
for. So mind your own business!”
Everyone with one voice shouted back: 
³:KDW�\RX�DUH�GRLQJ�LV�D̆HFWLQJ�DOO�RI�XV��7KH�
boat will sink and we will perish!”

2. Family communication - 
relationships
7KH�FKDQJH�LQ�DWWLWXGHV�WR�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WRGD\�
LV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��:H�DOO�NQRZ�RI�WKLV��([DPLQH�
IDPLOLHV�WRGD\�DQG��DORQJ�ZLWK�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�
DQG�SRVLWLYH�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�ORYH�DQG�MR\��ZH�ZLOO�
QRWLFH�FKDOOHQJHV�UHJDUGLQJ�VHSDUDWLRQ��GLYRUFH��
FR�KDELWDWLRQ��VDPH�VH[�DWWUDFWLRQ��VLQJOH�
SDUHQWLQJ��UROHV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ��UHVSRQVHV�WR�
FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��VWUXJJOHV�ZLWK�PDULWDO�



FRPPLWPHQW��FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�HOGHUO\�DQG�VLFN��
ZRUNLQJ�SDUHQWV��GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��DQG�VR�RQ�

:H�QHHG�D�EDODQFHG�DQG�FDUHIXO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�
WKHVH�DWWLWXGLQDO�FKDQJHV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FKDOOHQJHV�
WR�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\��7KHUH�DUH�ERWK�
KHOSV�DQG�KLQGUDQFHV�KHUH�

3RSH�)UDQFLV�R̆HUV�D�JRRG�H[DPSOH�UHJDUGLQJ�
PXFK�QHHGHG�EDODQFH�ZKHQ�KH�UHFHQWO\�
GLVFXVVHG�PRGHUQ�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�WRGD\��
,Q�KLV�0HVVDJH�IRU�:RUOG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�'D\��
&RPPXQLFDWLQJ�WKH�)DPLO\���������KH�QRWHV�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PHGLD�KLQGUDQFHV�³LI�WKH\�EHFRPH�D�
ZD\�WR�DYRLG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�RWKHUV��WR�HYDGH�SK\VLFDO�
FRQWDFW��WR�¿OO�XS�HYHU\�PRPHQW�RI�VLOHQFH�DQG�
UHVW«´��%XW�PHGLD�FDQ�KHOS�³ZKHQ�WKH\�HQDEOH�
SHRSOH�WR�VKDUH�WKHLU�VWRULHV��WR�VWD\�LQ�FRQWDFW�
ZLWK�GLVWDQW�IULHQGV��WR�WKDQN�RWKHUV�RU�WR�VHHN�
WKHLU�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WR�RSHQ�WKH�GRRU�WR�QHZ�
HQFRXQWHUV´�

:H�FDQQRW�GHQ\��KRZHYHU��WKDW�VRFLHW\�WRGD\�
GRHV�VWUHVV�D�FXOWXUH�RI�WKH�HSKHPHUDO�DQG�WKH�
³ERG\�EHDXWLIXO´��(YHQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�IDPLO\�VL]H�
KDV�FKDQJHG�VR�UDSLGO\�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��:KHQ�,�ZDV�
D�ER\��FRPLQJ�IURP�D�IDPLO\�RI�VL[�FKLOGUHQ�GLG�
QRW�VHHP�WR�PH�WR�EH�DQ\WKLQJ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��
7RGD\��LW�LV�PRVW�XQXVXDO�

,�UHFDOO�D�PLJUDQW�PRWKHU�WHOOLQJ�PH�UHFHQWO\�
KHU�VKRFN�ZKHQ�VKH�DQVZHUHG�D�TXHVWLRQ�IURP�
D�VWUDQJHU�DQG�WROG�KHU�WKDW�KHU�EDE\�ZDV�
KHU�IRXUWK�FKLOG��³)RXUWK�´�VDLG�WKH�VXUSULVHG�
VWUDQJHU��³WKLV�RQH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�´�
³,�KDYH�QR�DFFLGHQWV��RQO\�FKLOGUHQ�´�VDLG�WKH�
PLJUDQW�PRWKHU�DV�VKH�ZDONHG�R̆�

(YHQ�WKH�HYLGHQFH�WRGD\�RI�FRXSOHV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�
DQG�IUHHO\�FKRRVLQJ�WR�KDYH�QR�FKLOGUHQ�LV�QRW�
FRQVLGHUHG�UHPDUNDEOH��,�UHPHPEHU�VRPH�\HDUV�
DJR�D�JUDQGPRWKHU�WHOOLQJ�PH�LQ�IUXVWUDWLRQ�RI�
KHU�RQO\�FKLOG�GHOLEHUDWHO\�RSWLQJ�QRW�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�EXW�RQO\�GRJV��³,�ZDQWHG�
JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�´�VKH�VLJKHG��³EXW�DOO�,�KDYH�DUH�
JUDQG�GRJV�´�

/HW�PH�PDNH�VRPH�LQLWLDO�WKHRORJLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQV�
RQ�WKHVH�PDWWHUV�IURP�D�&DWKROLF�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�

,Q�PDUULDJH�WKHUH�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�DQ�LQWULQVLF�
OLQN�EHWZHHQ�ORYH�VKDULQJ��WKH�XQLWLYH�

GLPHQVLRQ��DQG�OLIH�JLYLQJ��WKH�SURFUHDWLYH�
GLPHQVLRQ���&KULVWLDQ�PDUULDJH�UHÀHFWV�WR�WKH�
ZRUOG�7ULQLWDULDQ�ORYH���*RG�ORYHV�XV�DPD]LQJO\�
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�XQLWHV�XV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�PDUULDJH��
IDPLO\�DQG�VRFLHW\���$W�WKH�YHU\�VDPH�WLPH��LW�
VHQGV�XV�RXW�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�³EH�IUXLWIXO«¿OO«
PXOWLSO\«DQG�JRYHUQ´��*HQHVLV�������WKH�HDUWK�

7KLV�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�YLVLRQ�LV�FKDOOHQJHG�E\�WKH�
H[WUHPHV�LQ�RSLQLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�VH[XDOLW\�WRGD\�

2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��UHGXFLQJ�VH[XDO�SOHDVXUH�
WR�LQGLYLGXDO�SOHDVXUH�LV�D�UHDO�WKUHDW�WR�WUXH�
ORYH���6H[XDOLW\�FDQ�VR�HDVLO\�EHFRPH�KHGRQLVWLF�
DQG�QDUFLVVLVWLF���2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��D�ULJRULVW�
DWWLWXGH�RI�IRUPHU�WLPHV�ZKHUHE\�VH[XDOLW\�
LV�MXVWL¿HG�VROHO\�IURP�WKH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�RI�
SURFUHDWLRQ�LV�OLNHZLVH�XQZRUWK\�RI�D�EDODQFHG�
PDULWDO�VH[XDOLW\�WKDW�LQYROYHV�WKH�SHUVRQV¶�WRWDO�
HPRWLRQDO�DQG�D̆HFWLYH�LQYROYHPHQW�



5HFODLPLQJ�D�EDODQFHG�DQG�DOO�HPEUDFLQJ�
DWWLWXGH�UHJDUGLQJ�VH[XDOLW\�WKDW�LQVSLUHV�D�WUXO\�
KXPDQ�VH[XDO�HWKLF�IRU�RXU�WLPHV�UHPDLQV�D�UHDO�
FKDOOHQJH�

QUESTIONS
• Did you and your spouse-to-be discuss having 

children before you were married? Was it a 
subject put into the too-hard basket?

• Name two joys and two challenges your 
children have brought to your relationship?

• What is your attitude to couples with many 
children or no children?

3. Medical issues
$OO�RI�XV�FDQ�WKDQN�*RG�IRU�WKH�DGYDQFHV�LQ�
PHGLFDO�VFLHQFHV��2Q�D�GDLO\�EDVLV��VR�PDQ\�DUH�
KHOSHG�WUHPHQGRXVO\�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��<HW�PHGLFDO�
VFLHQFHV��OLNH�DOO�WKH�VFLHQFHV��PXVW�EH�DQLPDWHG�
E\�VROLG�HWKLFDO�SULQFLSOHV��

0XFK�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF��EXW�,�ZLOO�OLPLW�
P\VHOI�WR�RQH�REVHUYDWLRQ���

,W�LV�VWLOO�WUXH�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�
VWDJHV�IRU�$XVWUDOLDQV�DUH�DW�WKH�VWDUW�DQG�HQG�RI�
OLIH¶V�VSHFWUXP�

0RGHUQ�PHGLFDO�VFLHQFH�WRGD\�WKURXJK�VDIH�
DERUWLRQV�FDQ�PDNH�WKLV�YHU\�VDG�RSWLRQ�D�UHDO�
SRVVLELOLW\�IRU�WKRVH�ZLWK�XQZDQWHG�SUHJQDQFLHV��
$OVR��SROLWLFDO�GHEDWH�LV�VWLOO�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�
HXWKDQDVLD��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKH�VLFN�DQG�HOGHUO\��
LV�NHSW�RQ�WKH�SXEOLF�DJHQGD��%RWK�WKHVH�RSWLRQV�
DUH�SRLVRQ�IRU�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�PDULWDO�DQG�IDPLO\�
OLIH��&RXQVHOOLQJ��QRW�UXVKHG�PHGLFDO�RSWLRQV��LV�
QHHGHG�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�ORQHO\�
SODFHV�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�

4. The transmission of christian 
faith
$V�D�ELVKRS��,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�DUHD�WKDW�
SHRSOH��HVSHFLDOO\�JRRG�&DWKROLF�SHRSOH��DUH�
UHDOO\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW��9HU\�RIWHQ�SDUHQWV��
JUDQGSDUHQWV�DQG�JUHDW�JUDQGSDUHQWV�ZLOO�EULQJ�
WR�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�WKH�GL̇FXOW\�DQG�IUXVWUDWLRQ�
RI�SDVVLQJ�RQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�IDLWK�WR�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ���%ODPLQJ�JRHV�RQ��WKH\�EODPH�&KXUFK�
OHDGHUV��VFKRROV��SDULVKHV��WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�
HYHQ�WKHPVHOYHV��

1R�GRXEW��LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�DUHDV�ZH�FDQ�
DOO�LPSURYH��,W�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�
HYDQJHOLVDWLRQ�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�VWUHVVHG�
VR�PXFK��6LPSO\��WKH�FXOWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�
$XVWUDOLD�DQG�LQ�VR�PXFK�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�
LV�QRW�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�SDVVLQJ�RI�&KULVWLDQ�YDOXHV�
DQG�IDLWK�IURP�RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�QH[W��:H�
QHHG�WR�SUHVHQW�WKH�VDYLQJ�HQFRXQWHU�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW��/RUG�DQG�6DYLRXU��DQG�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�
*RVSHO�LQ�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�DWWUDFW�WKH�GLVWUDFWHG�JD]H�
RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��7KLV�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�GHHSHVW�
WDVN�DQG�IDLWK�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�XV�DOO���0DUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�LV�WKH�³ZRPE´�IRU�WKLV�WR�KDSSHQ�
DIUHVK�DV�ZH�FDOO�RQ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�HQOLJKWHQ�
DQG�OHDG�XV�

QUESTIONS
• Do you ever talk to your children about Jesus?
• Do your children’s friends know that you are 

Catholics?
• In what non-threatening ways do you seek to 

present Jesus to them?
• Is this the role of parents or should it be tackled 

elsewhere?

The beauty of marriage and 
family – humanity’s greatest 
treasure

:KDW�ZRXOG�$XVWUDOLDQV�DQVZHU�WRGD\�LI�
ZH�DVNHG�WKHP�WR�GH¿QH�PDUULDJH"�'HVSLWH�
FRQVLGHUDEOH�KHVLWDQF\��,�EHOLHYH�PRVW�LQ�
$XVWUDOLD�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�HQG�XS�VD\LQJ�WKDW�LW�
LV�WKH�SHUPDQHQW�ORYH�ERQG�EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�
ZRPDQ�WKDW�LV�RSHQ�WR�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�FKLOGUHQ��



IQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LW�LV�DQ�HQGXULQJ�PDOH�IHPDOH�
IULHQGVKLS�WKDW�LV�ERWK�ORYH�VKDULQJ�DQG�OLIH�
JLYLQJ�

:KHUH�GLG�WKLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�FRPH�IURP"�
:KHQ�,�VSHDN�WR�SHRSOH��PDQ\�VHHP�WR�WKLQN�
WKDW�LW�FRPHV�IURP�&KULVWLDQLW\��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�
&DWKROLFLVP��7KHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�&KULVWLDQLW\�
KDV�JLYHQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�D�GH¿QLWH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��6KRUWO\��,�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�ZKDW�
VKDSH�WKLV�KDV�WDNHQ��,Q�IDFW��WKLV�WUDGLWLRQDO�
GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�PDUULDJH�DQG��WKHUHIRUH��IDPLO\�ZHOO�
DQG�WUXO\�SUH�GDWHV�&KULVWLDQLW\��

,Q�D�UHFHQW�DGGUHVV�DW�D�9DWLFDQ�FRQIHUHQFH�
RQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�FDOOHG�+80$180�
&2//248,80�21�&203/(0(17$5,7<�
���7+�1RYHPEHU��������/RUG�-RQDWKDQ�6DFNV��
WKH�IRUPHU�&KLHI�5DEEL�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��
H[SODLQHG�WKH�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�
PDUULDJH�DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW��+H�UHÀHFWHG�RYHU�³WKH�
PRVW�EHDXWLIXO�LGHD�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��
WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�ORYH�WKDW�EULQJV�QHZ�OLIH�LQWR�
WKH�ZRUOG´��+H�VXUPLVHG�WKDW�³VHOGRP�KDV�DQ\�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZRYHQ�WRJHWKHU�VR�PDQ\�GL̆HUHQW�
GULYHV�DQG�GHVLUHV��UROHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��,W�
PDGH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�JDYH�LW�D�KXPDQ�
IDFH��WKH�IDFH�RI�ORYH�´

/RUG�6DFNV�WKHQ�FDXWLRQHG�IURP�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�
QDUURZ�DSSURDFKHV�WR�PDUULDJH�IRXQG�LQ�VRPH�
SDUWV�RI�KLVWRU\��+RZHYHU��KH�VDLG�WKDW«
«RXU�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�FKRRVH�WR�OLYH�
GL̆HUHQWO\�VKRXOG�QRW�LQKLELW�XV�IURP�EHLQJ�
DGYRFDWHV�IRU�WKH�VLQJOH�PRVW�KXPDQLVLQJ�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ�KLVWRU\��7KH�IDPLO\��PDQ�
ZRPDQ��DQG�FKLOG��LV�QRW�RQH�OLIHVW\OH�FKRLFH�
DPRQJ�PDQ\��,W�LV�WKH�EHVW�PHDQV�ZH�KDYH�\HW�
GLVFRYHUHG�IRU�QXUWXULQJ�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
DQG�HQDEOLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�JURZ�LQ�D�PDWUL[�RI�
VWDELOLW\�DQG�ORYH«���,W�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�¿UVW�WDNH�
WKH�ULVN�RI�JLYLQJ�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�ORYH��,W�LV�ZKHUH�
RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�SDVVHV�RQ�LWV�YDOXHV�WR�WKH�QH[W��
HQVXULQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�D�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��)RU�DQ\�
VRFLHW\��WKH�IDPLO\�LV�WKH�FUXFLEOH�RI�LWV�IXWXUH��
DQG�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IXWXUH��ZH�
PXVW�EH�LWV�GHIHQGHUV�

,�UHPLQG�\RX���WKLV�YLVLRQ�RI�PDUULDJH�DQG�
IDPLO\�LV�QRW�JLYHQ�E\�D�&KULVWLDQ�EXW�D�-HZLVK�
VFKRODU��,W�LV�D�YLVLRQ�HQWLUHO\�LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�
WKH�&KULVWLDQ�SDQRUDPD��%XW�WKH\�DUH�UHÀHFWLRQV�

JRLQJ�EDFN�FHQWXULHV�EHIRUH�&KULVWLDQLW\��:H�
DUH�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�WKDW�WKLV�WUDGLWLRQDO�GH¿QLWLRQ�
DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�
FRQVWLWXWHV�RQH�RI�KXPDQLW\¶V�JUHDWHVW�EHDXWLHV��
,W�LV�D�WUHDVXUH�WR�EH�JXDUGHG�DQG�VKRZFDVHG�DW�
DOO�WLPHV��'HVSLWH�LWV�PDQ\�HYHU\GD\�IDLOXUHV�DQG�
GL̇FXOWLHV��LW�LV�D�SUHFLRXV�YLVLRQ�IRU�KXPDQLW\¶V�
VKDUHG�IXWXUH�

2I�FRXUVH��&DWKROLFLVP�VKLQHV�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�RQWR�WKH�
EHDXW\�RI�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�DV�H[SUHVVHG�
DERYH��

7KHUHIRUH��RXU�7UDGLWLRQ�VHHV�WKH�ORYH�RI�WKH�
7ULQLW\�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�6DFUDPHQW�RI�0DWULPRQ\��
1RW�PHUHO\�D�FRQWUDFW��EXW�D�FRYHQDQW�RI�ORYH�
DQG�OLIH�LV�VDFUDPHQWDOO\�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�PDUULHG�
FRXSOH��7KH\�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKH�IDLWKIXOQHVV�RI�RXU�
7ULQLWDULDQ�*RG�LQ�WKH�&RYHQDQW��&&&�������
ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��7KLV�FRYHQDQW�LV�SHUPDQHQW�
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�PDULWDO�ERQG�LV�LQGLVVROXEOH�
RQH��FI��0DWWKHZ��������7KH�SURIRXQG�WHDFKLQJ�
RQ�PDULWDO�ORYH�LQ�+XPDQDH�9LWDH����RI�3RSH�
3DXO�9,�������LV�WRR�RIWHQ�RYHUORRNHG��+RZHYHU��
WKLV�WHDFKLQJ�H[SODLQV�WKH�KXPDQ��WRWDO��
IDLWKIXO��H[FOXVLYH�DQG�FUHDWLYH�RI�OLIH�DVSHFWV�
RI�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�*RG¶V�FRYHQDQW�VKDUHG�DQG�
ZLWQHVVHG�LQ�WKH�6DFUDPHQW�RI�0DWULPRQ\��7KLV�
LQFOXGHV�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�RSHQQHVV�WR�QHZ�OLIH�DV�
DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�EH�DW�WKH�
VHUYLFH�RI�OLIH���&DWHFKLVP�RI�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�
���������������

,Q�GH¿QLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\��&KXUFK�WHDFKLQJ�
XVHV�WKH�DQFLHQW�H[SUHVVLRQ�³WKH�GRPHVWLF�
&KXUFK´�/XPHQ�*HQWLXP�����)DPLOLDULV�
FRQVRUWLR������7KH�IDPLO\�LV�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�
FRPPXQLRQ�&KULVW�VKDUHV�ZLWK�WKH�&KXUFK��WKH�
%RG\�RI�&KULVW��7KLV�FRPPXQLW\�RI�OLIH�DQG�ORYH�
�*DXGLXP�HW�6SHV������VLJQL¿HV�WKH�FRPPXQLRQ�
RI�WKH�7ULQLW\��³7KH�*RVSHO´�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�KDV�
DQ�HYDQJHOLVLQJ�WDVN�LQ�VRFLHW\��,QGHHG��VRFLHW\�
FRPHV�WKURXJK�WKH�IDPLO\��,W�LV�WKH�RULJLQDO�FHOO�
RI�RXU�VKDUHG�VRFLDO�OLIH���&&&�����������

7KLV�EHDXWLIXO�YLVLRQ�LV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�FRPSOH[�
DQG�FRQIXVLQJ�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�FULVLV�LQ�PDUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�WRGD\��.HHSLQJ�WKH�WZR�³ZRUOGV´�
WRJHWKHU�LV�QR�HDV\�WDVN��:H�DOO�NQRZ�DQG�
H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�



&OHDUO\��PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH�KDV�EHFRPH�
D�QHZ�¿HOG�RI�HYDQJHOLVDWLRQ�IRU�ZRXQGHG�
KXPDQLW\�
��7KHUH�DUH�WKH�DWWHPSWV�WR�GLVPDQWOH�WKH�
OHJDO�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�PDUULDJH�WKDW�SURWHFWV�WKH�
PLOOHQQLD�ROG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�H[SUHVVHG�DERYH��

��&RXSOHV�QHHG�WKRURXJK�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DV�WKH\�
SUHSDUH�IRU�PDUULDJH�

��1HZO\�ZHGV�QHHG�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DQG�
PHQWRULQJ�

��&RXQVHOOLQJ�FRXSOHV�LQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�FULVLV�LV�D�
SULRULW\�

��7KH�GLYRUFHG�DQG�UH�PDUULHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�
&KXUFK�ZKR�VHHN�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

��:RXQGHG�IDPLOLHV�QHHG�KHDOLQJ�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�
KHOS�

��6DPH�VH[�DWWUDFWHG�SHRSOH�QHHG�UHVSHFW�DQG�
VHQVLWLYLW\�

��7KH�DODUPLQJ�GURS�LQ�WKH�ELUWK�UDWH�LQ�WKH�
:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�QHHGV�FDUHIXO�DWWHQWLRQ�

��$QG�VR�RQ«
7KH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�XVHG�E\�3RSH�)UDQFLV�
LQ�WKHVH�QHZ�³EDWWOHJURXQGV´�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�
SODFH�EHIRUH�XV�DV�ZH�FRQVLGHU�WKH�VKDSH�RI�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�LQWLPDF\�LQ�WKH�WLPHV�DKHDG��
,Q�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��3RSH�)UDQFLV�GHVFULEHV�WKH�
&KXUFK�³DV�D�¿HOG�KRVSLWDO�DIWHU�EDWWOH´��+H�VD\V��
³LW�LV�XVHOHVV�WR�DVN�D�VHULRXVO\�LQMXUHG�SHUVRQ�
LI�KH�KDV�KLJK�FKROHVWHURO�DQG�DERXW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
WKH�EORRG�VXJDUV���<RX�KDYH�WR�KHDO�KLV�ZRXQGV��
7KHQ�\RX�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH�´�3RSH�
)UDQFLV��/D�&LYLOWD�&DWWROLFD����WK�6HSW�������

6R��OHW�XV�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKH�KHDOLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ�
DQG�PHUF\�-HVXV�VKRZHG�WR�WKH�6DPDULWDQ�
ZRPDQ��-RKQ����������DQG�WKH�DGXOWHURXV�
ZRPDQ��-RKQ����������0D\�RXU�UHVSRQVH�LPLWDWH�
WKH�ORYLQJ�IDWKHU�LQ�WKH�3URGLJDO�6RQ�SDUDEOH�
�/XNH�����������DV�KH�UHVSRQGHG�WR�KLV�WZR�YHU\�
GL̆HUHQW�VRQV��+H�HPEUDFHG�WKHP�ZLWK�PHUF\�
DQG�LQYLWHG�WKHP�WR�VWDUW�DIUHVK��<HV��/HW�XV�
DOO�VWDUW�DIUHVK�ZLWK�&KULVW��DV�6W�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�
LQVLVWHG�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKLV�QHZ�PLOOHQQLXP�

QUESTIONS
• How do we help our children today to see 

marriage as an enduring and life-giving bond 
between a man and a woman?

• Do we know the views of our children on these 
matters?

• Do we encourage mentoring and support 
for newly-marrieds or do we feel it is not our 
business to suggest it?

Encountering Jesus in marriage 
and family life today

7KH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�
RI�D�VXVWDLQHG�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKHVH�PDWWHUV�
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��7KH�WZR�%LVKRSV�6\QRGV�3RSH�
)UDQFLV�KDV�FRQYHQHG��������������DQG�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�OLNH�RXU�RZQ�LQ�
WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH�RI�&DQEHUUD�DQG�*RXOEXUQ�ZLOO�
DVVLVW�XV�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�SURPSWLQJV�RI�WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW��³WKH�/RUG�DQG�JLYHU�RI�/LIH´�

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�XV�WR�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�RXU�RZQ�
SXUSRVHV�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�3RSH�)UDQFLV�JDYH�DW�WKH�
VWDUW�RI�ODVW�\HDU¶V�%LVKRSV�6\QRG��+H�LQGLFDWHG�
WKDW�D�V\QRG�LV�D�SDWK�RU�MRXUQH\�WRJHWKHU�OHG�E\�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��,W�LV�QRW�D�SDUOLDPHQW�GHSHQGHQW�
RQ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�YRWH��+H�FDOOV�IRU�D�WKUHH�
SURQJHG�DSSURDFK��)LUVW��ZH�PXVW�WUXO\�OLVWHQ�WR�
WKH�FRQWH[W�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�WRGD\��
6HFRQGO\��ZH�DUH�WR�ORRN�WR�-HVXV��+RZ�GLG�-HVXV�
UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQV�KH�HQFRXQWHUHG"�/HW�XV�
UHVSRQG�OLNHZLVH�ZLWK�KLV�ORYH�DQG�WHQGHUQHVV��
SDWLHQFH�DQG�PHUF\�LQ�SURFODLPLQJ�WKH�.LQJGRP�
RI�*RG�LQ�RXU�GD\��7KLUGO\��OHW�XV�FRQIURQW�WKH�
VHULRXV�SDVWRUDO�LVVXHV�RI�WRGD\�ZLWK�FRQYHUVLRQ��
JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\�

The Holy Family – the dwelling 
place of all families

'HDU�IULHQGV��PD\�,�OHDYH�WKLV�UHÀHFWLRQ�E\�
R̆HULQJ�XV�DOO�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�±�WKH�
GZHOOLQJ�SODFH�ZKHUH�DOO�IDPLOLHV�¿QG�D�KRPH�

-XVW�EHIRUH�ODVW�&KULVWPDV�,�MRLQHG�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�
RI�$XVWUDOLDQ�%LVKRSV�RQ�D�EULHI�YLVLWDWLRQ�
RI�VROLGDULW\�WR�WKH�RSSUHVVHG�&KULVWLDQ�
FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��
7KH\�DUH�YLFWLPV�RI�D�EUXWDO�UHSUHVVLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�
E\�,VODPLF�IDQDWLFV��:H�VHH�WKLV�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�



FRQVWDQWO\��7KHLU�IXWXUH�LV�EOHDN��\HW�WKHLU�IDLWK�
UHPDLQV�VWURQJ��

2QH�RI�WKH�%LVKRSV�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�
TXHVWLRQ�WKH�UHIXJHHV�DVN�KLP�LV��³:KHUH�LV�*RG�
LQ�DOO�WKLV"´��+H�DQVZHUHG�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�*RG�
KDG�QHYHU�OHIW�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�VWUXJJOHV��+H�ZDV�
SUHVHQW�ZLWK�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�UHIXJHH�WHQWV�WKDW�
KDG�QRZ�EHFRPH�WKHLU�KRPHV��,�QRWLFHG�KRZ�
KLV�ZLVH�ZRUGV�KDG�KHOSHG�WKHP��$OO�DURXQG�
WKH�WRZQ�WKH\�KDG�FRQVWUXFWHG�KXPEOH�OLWWOH�
&KULVWPDV�FULEV��%XW�WKH�VSHFLDO�IHDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�
FULEV�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�SODFHG�WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�QRW�
LQ�D�PDQJHU�EXW�LQ�WKH�WHQWV�RI�WKH�UHIXJHHV��,�
ZDV�SURIRXQGO\�WRXFKHG�E\�WKH�GHYRWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�
IUDJLOH�SHRSOH�DV�WKH\�VWRRG�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�
LQ�SUD\HUIXO�DGRULQJ�VLOHQFH�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHVH�
FULEV��,Q�WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�WKH\�SODFHG�WKHLU�RZQ�
IDPLOLHV��0D\�ZH�GR�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�RXU�IDPLOLHV�
LQ�$XVWUDOLD��

<HW��RXU�LVVXHV�DUH�QRW�OLNH�WKHLUV��7KH\�DUH�
EDWWOLQJ�LVVXHV�RI�VKHHU�VXUYLYDO�±�OLIH�GHDWK��
KXQJHU��FORWKLQJ��HGXFDWLRQ��VKHOWHU��KRXVLQJ��
$XVWUDOLDQV�FDQ�WRR�HDVLO\�IRUJHW�WKDW�WKHVH�
DUH�LVVXHV�RI�D�ODUJH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
SRSXODWLRQ��7UDJLFDOO\��WKHVH�DUH�LVVXHV�WRR�LQ�
VRPH�RXU�RZQ�FLWLHV�DQG�UXUDO�DUHDV��HVSHFLDOO\�
DPRQJ�RXU�$ERULJLQDO�DQG�7RUUHV�6WUDLW�,VODQGHU�
SHRSOHV��

*HQHUDOO\��KRZHYHU��RXU�LVVXHV�DUH�RI�D�GL̆HUHQW�
QDWXUH��2XUV�DUH�PRUH�WR�GR�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ�±�KRZ�
GR�ZH�¿QG�KDSSLQHVV��VHFXULW\��FRPPLWPHQW��
KRSH�DQG�IULHQGVKLS�LQ�PDUULDJH�DQG�IDPLO\"

/HW�XV��WRR��SODFH�RXU�LVVXHV�QHDU�WKH�+RO\�
)DPLO\��0D\�0DU\�VKRZ�XV�WKH�FRQWHPSODWLYH�
KHDUW�WKDW�³WUHDVXUHV�DQG�SRQGHUV´�/XNH�������
ZKDW�OLIH�R̆HUV�XV��0D\�6W�-RVHSK��³D�MXVW�
PDQ´�0DWWKHZ��������WHDFK�XV�ZKDW�MXVWLFH�
DQG�PHUF\�PHDQV�DV�OLIH¶V�FRPSOH[LWLHV�SUHVHQW�
WKHPVHOYHV��0D\�-HVXV��ZKR�EHFDPH�VPDOO�VR�
WKDW�ZH�DOO�PLJKW�EH�PDGH�JUHDW�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�
*RG��OHDG�XV�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�RI�HYHU\�IDPLO\�

Let us pray:
Heavenly Father, 
Your Son, Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour, was 
born in the midst of our complex world as a 
humble and defenceless little child. 
May we too become humble and totally 
dependent on you as your Holy Spirit leads us 
now on this journey of faith. 
We have so many issues to place before you 
from our marriages and families. 
Bless us all with your healing mercy. 
May your Holy Spirit lead us, O Lord, gently on 
the path of true love and community.
We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord, 
AMEN.

Produced by the Catholic Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn.  
PO Box 7174 Yarralumla ACT 2600   
Tel: 02 6163 4300 Fax: 02 6163 4310  Web: www.embrace2015.org.au    
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Archdiocese Canberra-Goulburn  Twitter: @CGCatholic
For an electronic version of this publication, go to www.embrace2015.org.au

Archbishop Christopher Prowse  
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn


