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Wild, wet
wonderful
- it’s World
Youth Day

Battling soaring temperatures and
crowds of more than two million young
people, pilgrims from all over the world
camped in the mud of Madrid’s Cuatros
Vientos Airbase before celebrating Mass
with Pope Benedict XVI on the 26th
World Youth Day.
Among pilgrims from the Archdio
cese were a group of 37 led by Archbishop
Mark Coleridge, who had travelled to
Spain via the Holy Land, to be part of
the global event.
Their journey included visits to many
key biblical locations, a gathering of
Australians in Madrid at the beginning
of World Youth Day Week, catechesis,
concerts, prayer and celebration.
But as the days went by, the trials of
pilgrimage really set in.
“It was extremely hot [the night before
World Youth Day] and I was starting to
wonder why I was even there,” archdioc
esan pilgrim Charlene Broad said.
“Walking without shoes at 3am I ran
into an Italian priest and decided to ask
for reconciliation. When I asked him
what my penance was he said, ‘World
Youth Day is penance; pilgrimage is
penance’.
“Then I understood. Our sacrifice was
small compared to Jesus’. We want to stay
in the heat and the mud and the crowd for
Jesus. It’s not a lot to put up with when
you consider what he gave for us.”
This focus on Jesus was clearly shared
by all, as the partying masses of people
quickly turned into a reverent crowd for
times of prayer.
The night before World Youth Day a
vigil was held with the Pope. Archdiocesan
youth coordinator Daniela Kesina said
as soon as the Blessed Sacrament was
brought out there was complete silence.
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ABOVE: Erin Cassidy with other excited archdiocesan pilgrims at the Australia Gathering. Picture: Beth Doherty.
TOP: Pope Benedict XVI makes his way through the crowd for the World Youth Day Mass. Picture: Alphonsus
Fok and Grace Lu.
“It was amazing how quickly you can get
two million people to be quiet,” she said.
The weather continued to prove a
challenge, with a sudden storm bringing
a halt to proceedings. “The Pope was so
beautiful,” Ms Kesina said.
“Once everything began again he
told us all how grateful he was that we
had stayed and he praised us for our
perseverance. He was funny and uplift
ing, which is what everyone needed.”

The following morning, as pilgrims
stirred in their sodden sleeping bags,
thousands more came to join them at the
airbase for the World Youth Day Mass.
Although communion wasn’t distrib
uted, as the tents the hosts had been
stored in the night before collapsed dur
ing the storm, Ms Kesina said the Mass
was still the highlight of the week. “The
Pope was so encouraging and genuine,”
she said. “He acknowledged that it

wasn’t easy to be Catholic, that it wasn’t
necessarily a perfect Church. But was it
worth it? Yes.”
When Rio de Janeiro was announced
as the location for the 2013 World Youth
Day, the prayerfulness of the crowd was
replaced by screams of delight from the
Brazilians who were camped next to the
archdiocesan pilgrims. Relive the high
lights by visiting the pilgrims’ blog at
cgmadrid.org.au.

More pictures from WYD pilgrimage, Back Page

news&views

what’s inside

4 	Archbishop’s letter
5 	Aussie dollars go a long way
6 	Advent resource on offer
8
Mick brought a spark to

Let ‘em eat (lots of) cake

From
near and far
OUR coverage on the blessing of the snow
season (Catholic Voice, July) prompted Mr
Tom Campbell to tell us about the interesting
history of Mass in the mountains:
The first Mass was celebrated at Mt
Kosciusko on Sunday, 23 February, 1913, by
Bishop Patrick Vincent Dwyer, of Maitland,
assisted by the Rev H McDermott, president
of St Patrick’s College, Manly, and Fr J J
Norris, of Cooma. Archbishop Michael
Kelly, of Sydney, presided and preached.
Everything had to be taken to the summit
to prepare an altar. Quite a party assembled at
the peak over some days to attend the Mass.
On an obviously eventful journey to the
summit, a vehicle carrying eight passengers
rolled more than 4 metres down an embank
ment. Fortunately, no-one died, although it is
reported several were injured.
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Principal Mrs Vicky van der Sanden presents Fr Kevin Brannelly
with a birthday present from St John Vianney’s Primary.

Parents baked more than 450
cupcakes for a double celebration
at St John Vianney’s Primary.
This year is not only the 40th
anniversary of the Waramanga
school, but also the 80th birthday
of its parish priest Fr Kevin
Brannelly.
The colourful cupcakes were
laid out in a giant number 40, and
each had a number 80 written on
the top in icing.
The scent from the display
1. What does NAIDOC mean?
quickly filled the school hall, but
2. Vinnies Ozanam Appeal helps families the students had to wait patiently
in which countries?
until after Mass before they were
3. How many World Youth Days have there
allowed to taste any.
been and where will the next one be held?
In honour of Fr Brannelly’s
4. What did St John Vianney’s Primary
birth
day, school principal Mrs
Waramanga make a giant number 40
Vicky
van der Sanden presented
out of and why?
him
with
the first 40th anniversary
5. How many sets of twins will start kintea
towel,
which featured a mini
dergarten at St Michael’s Primary,
self-portrait of every student and
Kaleen next year?
staff member.
Answers: Bottom of Page 4.

what do you know?

You are invited to share with the Nuns in honouring two Carmelite Saints
In the Solemn Ceremonies for 2011
To be held at the Carmelite Monastery
28 Mugga Way Red Hill ACT – (02) 6295 3805

St. Therese of Lisieux
Doctor of the Church

Saturday 1st October
10 .30 am Mass and Homily

Celebrant: Father Hilton Roberts
The Traditional blessing of Roses will take place during
this Mass and the Nuns would be grateful for Roses sent
the day before the Feast.

St. Teresa of Avila
Doctor of the Church

Saturday 15th October
10.30 am Concelebrated Mass and Homily
Principal Celebrant:
H.E Archbishop Giuseppe Lazarotto
During the nine days preceding this feast, the Nuns will
offer Masses and Prayers for the Priests and People of the
Archdiocese of Canberra Goulburn.

The design will be printed on
both tea towels and aprons for
people to purchase.
Fr Brannelly was also given a
picture-book made by the stu
dents to show much they value
their parish priest.
After burning off their cup
cakes running around at lunch
time, the students spent the after
noon decorating ceramic tiles.
Mrs van der Sanden said these
would be incorporated into a
mural to commemorate the 40th
anniversary.
While St John Vianney’s feast
day focused on celebrations for the
children, Mrs van der Sanden said
there would be a second event for
past students, staff and parents.
It will be held on 25 November,
by which time the refurbishments
still under way at the school should
be completed.
For more information tele
phone 6288 2583.

ABOVE: The popular Fr Frank Leo has
moved on from his post at the Apostolic
Nunciature in Canberra to a position at the
Holy See’s study mission in Hong Kong. Fr
Leo (far right), who spent about three years
in Canberra, is pictured at a farewell gather
ing at the nunciature at Red Hill with Dr
Raymond Canning (left) and Prof Alan
Cadwallader from Australian Catholic
University. He told a large group of wellwishers that one of the outstanding graces he
had experienced had been the opportunity to
share his life and work in the church com
munity in Australia in general and in
Canberra in particular. A major highlight
had been to lecture at Australian Catholic
University and many friendships had sprung
from that ministry.
A DOCTORAL student at the University
of Queensland is asking for the help of clergy
and parishioners across Australia to find
stained glass windows that depict nurses in
public buildings. It is part of Susan Kellett’s
research examining the commemoration and
memorialisation of nurses. She may be con
tacted at telephone 07 3346 5269 or e-mail
susan.kellett@uqconnect.edu.au.

Man charged

A Calwell man accused of embezzling more
than $1 million from his former employer, the
Catholic Education Office, has been formally
charged in a Canberra court.
Mr Timothy Patrick Cousins faces 153 charg
es of obtaining property by deception, unauthor
ised modification of data and theft.

Taize visitors

Two members of the Taize community in
France, Br Matthew and Br Gislain, will visit
Canberra this month.
They will take part in evening prayer at Holy
Cross Anglican Church, corner of Phillip
Avenue and Antill Street, Hackett, from 6pm on
Sunday, 11 September. The service is aimed at
people aged 18 to 35.
Inquiries: Telephone 6248 5327, e-mail holy
crosshackett@bigpond.com.
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Room for all at
the table of life
– Archbishop

Jesus says there is room at his table of
life for everyone, Archbishop Mark
Coleridge told 750 students and teachers
who attended the annual NAIDOC Week
Mass in St Christopher’s Cathedral.
“If we talk about reconciliation in
this country, as we must, what we have
to work towards is saying that all peo
ples have as much a place at this table of
life as I do,” he said.
Everyone at the table was a friend of
Jesus, everyone was a brother and a sister.
“There are no servants or second-class
citizens at the table of life,” he said. “Jesus
says he doesn’t care about the colour of
your skin. He says, ‘I call you friend.’
“For too long we have said to indig
enous peoples, ‘you go outside, you have
no place at this table.’”
The theme for National Aborigines
and Islanders Day Observance Committee
Week was Change: the next step is ours.
Students travelled to attend the Mass
from as far west as Lake Cargelligo,
Eden on the far south coast, Batlow in
the mountains and Goulburn.
Mrs Agnes Shea, who gave the wel
come to country, reminded students that
“the future is all about change, and the
next step is yours”.
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peo
ple should seek to learn from those who
had walked before them, she said.

“Open your hearts to hear God’s call
to love and respect each other,” she said.
Guest speaker Erin Vink, a year 12
student from St Clare’s College, spoke
about what change meant to her. Young
people needed to keep the momentum
happening as change had to happen
from within, she said.
NAIDOC awards were presented to
students, teachers and schools who had
made a contribution to Aboriginal edu
cation.
The recipients were:
Year 6 students Hayley Whatman
(Trinity Primary School, Murrumburrah)
and Janaia Booth and Nadine Rafferty
(St Francis Xavier Primary School, Lake
Cargelligo) for their commitment and
contribution as role models.
Brendon Williams (year 10 St Edmund’s
College) for leadership qualities.
Teachers Mary Pezzella (St Clare’s
College) and Colleen Caddey-Murphy
(St John Vianney Primary School,
Waramanga) for their commitment and
contribution to Aboriginal education in
the school community.
St Matthew’s Primary School, Page,
for the school’s commitment and contri
bution to Aboriginal education.

Students of Lumen Christi Catholic
College, Pambula Beach, came together
to celebrate the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.
The ceremony opened with the
ancient reverberation of the didgeridoo,
followed by a moving oration by Baringa

House leader Mr Michael Moloney,
who spoke of taking action as a com
munity in order to make change hap
pen. The liturgy was presided over by
Fr Bernie Patterson and Fr Constantine
Osuchukwu.

ABOVE: Duncan Smith
performs a traditional
smoking ceremony as
students file in to Mass.
LEFT: Sophie Bone and
Ethan Hall (both nearest
the camera) bring up the
offertory gifts.
BELOW LEFT: Agnes
Shea gives the welcome
to Ngunnawal country.

A celebration of history and culture

BELOW: Fr Constantine Osuchukwu
blesses the congregation.

ABOVE: Janaia Booth (left) and
Nadine Rafferty, from St Francis
Xavier Primary School, Lake
Cargelligo, hold the NAIDOC
recognition awards they received
from Archbishop Mark Coleridge.

Taking the
next step

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Merici staff and
students have commit
ted to live out this
year’s
NAIDOC
theme and “take the
next step”. At an
assembly, Ngunnawal
elder Aunty Nin
encouraged everyone
to think about ways
they could implement
change through simple
actions.
Top of the list will
be building an indige
nous garden, involv
ing staff and students.
The college’s rec
onciliation group has
already taken “the
next step” to change
through ceremonial
marking of major
events,
education
through aspects of the
curriculum and cul
tural awareness excur
sions.

LEFT: Merici
College principal
Mrs Catherine Rey
presents Jessicca
Boyd with a
membership badge
to the college’s
reconciliation group
Narragunnawali,
which means alive/
wellbeing/ coming
together.
Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au
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mark our bishop
I’m writing this from Aranjuez which
touts itself as the Versailles of Spain.
This is because it became the springtime residence of the Spanish kings
and, therefore, proudly possesses a
royal palace which, I think, is no longer
used by the royal family. These days
the place is best known by the eponymous Concierto which was written by
Rodrigo in 1939 and which evokes
Spain more than any other piece of
music I know.
More humbly, Aranjuez also has a
camping-ground where we are catching our breath after the hectic two
weeks of the Holy Land and World
Youth Day. Camping-grounds in Europe
are considerably more comfortable and
better equipped than in Australia, and
this one is no exception.
We’re here for a couple of days
away from the frenzy of Madrid to pray
and to ponder all that we have seen
and heard and done on this pilgrimage.
In a sense, we will spend the rest of our
lives unpacking the experience, but it’s
important that we begin the process
now before we return to the hurly-burly
of home.
We’ll also be making a brief visit to
nearby Toledo to pay our respects to
the ancient Spanish capital which is still
in many ways the heartland of Spain
where the old Iberian mix of Christian,
Jewish and Islamic cultures is still in
evidence.
A lot went wrong in Madrid - more
so for some groups, it seems, than for
ours. My own biggest hitch came on
the second of the three mornings of
catechesis. I was driven way out into
the west of the city to what turned out
to be an indoor bull-ring.
When I entered, there were volunteers standing around and men working on the sound. I asked the volunteers where the animating team was,
and they looked at me as if I were
talking Chinese. They said there was
no animating team, which stirred my
unease. This was about 10am. The
session was due to start at 10.30am,

With all its
hassles
it’s still a
unique time

but by 10.40am there was not a single
pilgrim in sight, so back to the hotel I
was driven, my carefully prepared catechesis never having left my bag.
The group had hitches too. You
would have seen news of the thunderstorm that erupted on Saturday night
during the Vigil. The Pope and bishops
got drenched, but at least we could
retire to a change of clothes and a dry
bed. But the other pilgrims were left to
contend with mud and wet sleeping
bags. One of them described it as like

life in a concentration camp. The joys of
World Youth Day.
At Mass the following morning,
something went badly wrong with the
distribution of Holy Communion and
many - even most - of the pilgrims
didn’t receive communion. They were
told instead that they should go to a
church in Madrid for communion later
in the day, but our group couldn’t find a
church that was open.
Then there was the heat which took
its toll, although our week in the Holy

SEPTEMBER DIARY

Archbishop Mark Coleridge
3 Confirmation, Campbell
6 Confirmation, Evatt
7 Vocations prayer and dinner, Archbishop’s
House
8 Day on liturgical changes with parish
priests, principals, and RECs;
Confirmation, Kaleen
10 Confirmation, Gundagai
15 ACU staff talk
16 Feast day Mass for St Mary MacKillop College
17 Confirmation, Eden
18 Confirmation, Pambula
20 Confirmation, Holder
22 Students leaders and staff from Daramalan
and St Francis Xavier colleges at
Archbishop’s House
24 Post WYD reunion, Rheinberger Centre;
Confirmation, South Woden
25 Confirmation, South Woden

WHAT DO
YOU
KNOW?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bishop Pat Power
1 ACT Churches Council meeting
5 Queanbeyan Mass for Feast of Mother
Teresa
7 Bless renovations at St Joseph’s School,
O’Connor; Canon Law Commission
teleconference
8 Religious Education Formation day,
Rheinberger Centre; Confirmation,
St Matthew’s, Page
11 Peace and Harmony gathering,
Clare Holland House
14 Secondary Principals in-service, Galong
16 Confirmation, Holy Rosary, Watson
17-18 Masses, St Thomas More’s Campbell
Social Justice Sunday
25 Confirmation, St Benedict’s, Narrabundah
27 Archdiocesan Finance Council;
Confirmation, St John Vianney’s,
Waramanga
29 Bless renovations at Sacred Heart School,
Pearce

National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee.
India, Indonesia and Thailand.
26, Rio de Janeiro.
Cupcakes, to celebrate the school’s 40th anniversary.
Four.
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Land had prepared us well for that. So
you see what I mean by hitches.
It’s said that every World Youth Day
learns from the mistakes of the previous ones and then goes on to make
mistakes which no-one has ever seen
or imagined. Madrid was no exception.
But was it a time of grace? It certainly was, even if at this stage it’s hard
to take the measure of the grace given.
World Youth Day is so large and complex event, moving in so many different
directions and at so many different
levels, that only God sees it whole.
Other World Youth Days - including
Sydney - had their hitches. But in retrospect it’s safe to say that all were
moments of strange grace and that
Madrid will be no exception. We will,
however, need time to see the fruit of
this latest World Youth Day.
We look now to Rio de Janeiro in
2013. Both for Brazil and the dioceses
of the world, two years is a very short
time to prepare for something as big as
World Youth Day has become. Perhaps
it’s time for a World Youth Day that is
more modest in scale. Perhaps it’s also
time to consider celebrating World
Youth Day a little less frequently - let’s
say every five years.
But whatever about that, there is no
doubt that World Youth Day has been
and will remain a powerful strategy for
the building up of the Church into the
future. Of course it’s not enough on its
own, but for all its hitches and the questions it prompts, World Youth Day born of the prophetic impulse and pastoral insight of Blessed John Paul II has a unique place in the range of
strategies, large and small, which the
Church both universal and local is
called to imagine and implement in this
in-between time.

Vocations crusade on

More than 14,000 Catholics around Australia have
agreed to take part in the fifth Knights of the Southern
Cross national prayer crusade for vocations.
The crusade, which will take place from 4
September to 26 November aims to pray for an
increase in vocations generally, but more particu
larly that more priests and deacons will be released
to provide badly needed military chaplains for the
Australian Defence Force.
“If all the schools, colleges and Catholic organi
sations from last year again take part, we should
have over 25,000 participants,” national executive
officer of the Knights of the Southern Cross Mr
Bob Perkins said.
A papal blessing has been granted to all who
take part in the crusade.
To take part, e-mail neo@ksca.org.au.

It’s showtime for schools

Artwork from Rosary, St Joseph’s, St Michael’s
and St Vincent’ Primary Schools has been selected
in an exhibition of Canberra primary and preschool art at the Australian National Capital Artists
Gallery in Dickson.
Titled Showtime, the exhibition features works
that explore theatre, dance and musical perfor
mance.
It is the third exhibition of its kind at the gallery,
designed to encourage and celebrate the creativity
of local school students.
The works will be on display from noon-5pm
each Wednesday to Sunday until 11 September. Go
to www.anca.net.au for details.
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A few Aussie $
go a long way
A small donation by an archdioce
san parishioner goes a long way
towards helping a needy family in Asia
and the Pacific.
This month the St Vincent de Paul
Society, through its annual Ozanam
Appeal, will once again seek to put
this statement into practice.
The appeal, which has a target of
$21,000 this year, will help families in
India, Indonesia and Thailand through
the society’s twinning program.
St Vincent de Paul Society confer
ences across the Archdiocese help fel
low conferences by giving $80 every
three months to each of their “twins”
– 57 in Indonesia, 39 in India and five
in Thailand. In all, about $8000 is sent
overseas each quarter.
The money is distributed by mem
bers of the overseas conferences to
support the day-to-day needs of local
people in poor areas.
The society’s Canberra-Goulburn
twinning officer Mr Jack Matsay said
$80 often was not a lot of money for
an Australian conference to donate.
But, its real value was apparent when
you considered that $1 bought 2kg of
rice in Indonesia.

On a visit to Indonesia in 2002,
society members were shocked to see
people living near a river picking
through the rubbish in an effort to eke
out an existence. The families often
lived in a 1m x 2m house and the par
ents’ income might be only 50c or $1 a
day. The children in the local school,
however, wore uniforms and were
obviously happy.
When the delegates asked how this
could be they were astonished to find
it was donations from St Vincent de
Paul conferences in Australia that had
paid for the children’s clothes.
“We don’t differentiate between
religions; we give to Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, as long as they are poor,”
Mr Matsay said.
“As Catholics, our faith mission is
to help anyone who needs help.”
Mr Matsay, who joined the St
Vincent de Paul Society as a high
school student in Indonesia in 1985,
said twinning with overseas confer
ences had started about 40 years ago in
the Archdiocese.
The Ozanam Appeal will be held in
parishes across the Archdiocese on the
weekend of 24-25 September.

Double trouble and then some

Kindergarten teachers at St Michael’s
Primary Kaleen will have their work cut
out with a record number of four sets of
twins enrolled next year.
Ruby and Josie Anderson are the
only identical pair. They’ll be joined by
their pre-school friends Bryce and
Morgan Dalla Costa and Declan and
Bailey Cotter, along with James and
Peter Bondfield.
Luckily the school will have two kin
dergarten classes next year, with two sets
of twins intended to be enrolled in each.
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But St Michael’s principal Mrs Judy
Walsh said so many multiples would
definitely be a challenge.
“We currently only have one set of
twins at the school, and they’re in Year 5,
so it’s been a while since we’ve had any
twins in infants,” she said. All the twins
enrolled for next year have older brothers
or sisters already attending the school.

ABOVE: Bryce and Morgan Dalla
Costa, Declan and Bailey Cotter, and
Ruby and Josie Anderson, who will
all start kindergarten at St Michael’s
Primary in Kaleen next year.

1300 ASK ACU
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Advent
resource
offer
An Advent resource,
Carrying the Christ, which
provides a four-week pro
gram on aspects of Christ
ian spirituality, will be off
ered by the Archdiocese.
The resource has been
designed for use by indi
viduals and groups. It will
form the basis of a series
of faith formation semi
nars to be run by Cath
olicLIFE.
The themes of the fourweek program are Con
ceiving the Child, Carrying
the Child, Giving Birth to
the Child and Showing the
Child to the World.
The first seminar will
be held from 10am to
2.30pm on Saturday, 26
November, the day before
the first Sunday of Advent,
at the CatholicLIFE func
tion centre at Yarralumla.
Subsequent seminars
or faith formation events
will be offered in parishes
and schools or to other
groups throughout the
Archdiocese during Ad

vent by arrangement with
CatholicLIFE.
The Advent resource
will be available from
early November at $4.50
each plus GST for orders
received before 14 Oct
ober. Discounts are avail
able for group orders.
Inquiries: Mr Shane
Dwyer, e-mail shane.
dwyer@catholiclife.org.au.

Nursing patients along final journey
The ACT’s first dedicated pal
liative care research centre has
opened its doors at Clare Holland
House.
A partnership between Little
Company of Mary HealthCare
and Australian Catholic Uni
versity, the Calvary Centre for
Palliative Care Research will be
driven by nursing-led research.
Dr John Rosenberg, who has
25 years experience as a regis
tered nurse, mostly in palliative
care, has moved from Brisbane
to take up the director’s position.
“The majority of the work
force in palliative care is nurses,”
he said.
“We’re constantly by the side
of patients and families.”
Consequently, input from
nursing staff will regularly be
sought in the projects the centre
undertakes.
Dr Rosenberg and research
associate Dr Tracey Bullen will
attend journal club meetings
and clinical review meetings to
hear from palliative care nurses
about their experiences.
They will also work closely
with ACU on matters of nurse
education.

Dr Rosenberg said the first
task was to work out what the
centre would specialise in.
“We intend to identify research
able issues from the clinical world
and the community to see where
our niche in palliative care research
will be.”
With palliative care research
centres already well established in
Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and
Adelaide, Dr Rosenberg said it

was important to work out what
areas were already being covered
and then focus on the gaps so as
not to duplicate research being
done elsewhere.
“When we know that some
one is going to die, we can’t
change that, but we can change
what that journey will be like for
them,” he said.
“We do that through the care
and services we offer, as well as

through community support and
attitudes to dying.
“Whatever projects or pro
grams we develop, whatever niche
our research explores, the ultimate
goal is to improve the journey of
dying people.”

ABOVE: Calvary Centre for
Palliative Care Research
director Dr John Rosenberg
and research associate Dr
Tracey Bullen.

Fun in the fog helps those a world away
Dressing up in their pyja
mas was great fun one cold,
foggy Friday for students and
staff at Holy Family Primary
School, Gowrie.
Through South Tuggera
nong parish priest Fr John
Armstrong and two staff mem
bers, the school has begun sup
porting Sr Kim Hoa Ha in fund
raising for a project to help disa
bled children in Vietnam.
Sr Kim’s Mary Queen of
Peace community at Buon Ma
Thuot in the central highlands of
Vietnam is involved with a school
for children with disabilities that
operates near the convent.

The children have flourished
but as they become adults there
is no place for them to work.
A sheltered workshop
where they can do simple tasks
in a structured environment is
desperately needed.
The Holy Family community
raised more than $1000. Collect
ions were held after Mass in the
parish. Sr Kim has also launched
a page on facebook called
“Hearts Beating Together”.

RIGHT: Kindy Green and
teacher Miss Rachel
Harnett look cosy in their
PJs.

IS CHRIST
CALLING
YOU?

Vocations Dinner:

an informal dinner for those interested in discerning a call to the priesthood,
at Archbishop’s House, Wednesday 7 September, begins with 6pm prayer.
Open to young men in Yr 11 or older.
RSVP registration closes Monday 5 September.
Contact: Vocations Director Fr Emil Milat on 4474 2024,
e-mail emil.milat@cg.catholic.org.au.
See vocations section of Archdiocesan website at www.cg.catholic.org.au
Note: Fr Emil away at WYD until 30 August.
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a centenary of canberra’s catholics
It is not altogether clear how Augustine
Albert Gallagher was transformed into Mick
Gallagher, one of Canberra’s great characters
who contributed mightily to our city for 62
years of the centenary we are about to celebrate.
In the seventh
Leading up to his time in Canberra, there
in a series of
were many transformations in Mick’s life from
portraits of
a childhood in a family of 10 children in
significant
Catholics of the Toogoolawah and Cooroy (Queensland) faced
national capital, with the Great Depression, enlisting in the
RAAF in World War II, there plying his trade
2009 Canberra
Citizen of the
as an electrician and giving expression to his
Year Bishop Pat prowess as an athlete.
Power
At Mick’s funeral in 2008 his son, Michael,
remembers one related how these events shaped Mick’s life.
of the city’s
“From his father he acquired a deep sense of
great
social justice, the collective power of the com
characters Mick mon man and the values of a democratic soci
Gallagher.
ety. From his (converted Protestant) mother he
learnt family values, Catholicism and religious
and racial tolerance.
“In his working life he carried these values
and represented the union in the interest of his

8 - CATHOLIC VOICE September 2011

For six decades
Mick brought a
spark to the city

fellow workers, particularly in his early days as preparing boys for an interschool carnival,
an electrician.
Mick was impressed by a young lad who
“He maintained an undiluted allegiance to kicked the ball over Mick’s head. Mick asked
the Australian Labor Party and its ideals and “And what’s your name?” The response was
aspirations for a free egalitarian society. He “Alex”. He is now best known by his surname,
maintained his allegiance to the Catholic Jesaulenko.
Church and became a tireless worker for the
Mick’s two youngest sons, Terry and David,
advancement of Catholic schools in Canberra.” rewarded their father’s coaching deeds by
I first knew Mick Gallagher while he was becoming outstanding first grade players for
working in the Department of Customs and Manuka. It is generally agreed that Terry, who
Excise. I recall at one point during a power kicked 11 goals in a game on three occasions,
struggle in the Public Service Union, both the would have risen to greater heights if he had
contending parties were vying to have Mick on accepted offers to play in Melbourne rather
their ticket because everyone saw him as a man than pursue his university studies in Canberra.
of great integrity and beyond reproach.
One of Mick’s many acts of kindness was
Mick Gallagher and Gwen Raftery were to take Wally Wright to Australian Rules
married in Sydney in 1943 and at the end of
World War II, first Mick, then Gwen
and their sons, began life in Canberra
in a pre-fab government house in
3rd Street, Narrabundah. Alan
Foskett’s recent book highlights the
significance of this part of
Canberra’s history and social fabric.
Eventually, their much-loved
home became too small for a fam
ily which had grown to six children
with Margaret, Eileen and their
four brothers. So the Gallaghers
moved to their new home in
Telopea Park, Barton in 1954. Ten
years later, the family witnessed
nearby a milestone in Canberra’s
history with the filling of Lake
Burley Griffin.
Mick’s contribution to Church
and community was very much
“hands on”. In fact he had very
little patience for people who were
“all talk and no action”.
Mick Gallagher and wife Gwen.
His skills as an electrician saw
him much in demand in an honorary capacity. games. Wally, father of Fr Tommy Wright, had
Son Michael recalls, “Mick was volunteering been a goal umpire in his day, but was by then
his services to string the lights along the run stricken with blindness.
Mick used to give Wally a running commen
ning tracks (at Manuka Oval) for the St
Patrick’s Day Sports Carnival – a large event tary on the game and was amazed how at the
on the professional athletic circuit and a major post-mortem at the Manuka Club, Wally was
fund-raiser for the Church and its schools. able to describe the highlights. It was ironic that
Little as we were, both under 10, Brian and I Mick was to lose his sight in his last years.
In October 1993, I had the joy of celebrat
were seconded as apprentices in clicking the
ing Mass in St Christopher’s for Mick, Gwen
light bulbs into the bayonet sockets.”
The year the Gallaghers moved from and their family marking their 50th wedding
Narrabundah to Barton was also the year that anniversary. It was not long afterwards that
St Edmund’s College opened. Michael Mick lost his sight. Gwen’s devotion to Mick
Gallagher was a foundation student and until was total until she developed cancer which led
youngest son, David, graduated in 1970 there to her untimely death.
Mick spent his last years in Villaggio
was never a year without at least one Gallagher
Sant’Antonio in Page. Always interested in
at the college.
There is a splendid photo on the cover of current affairs, he was then constantly up-tothe 1979 St Edmund’s Annual with Mick and date with the radio as his constant companion.
a group of other proud hard-working fathers His neighbour just across the corridor was his
striding across the main oval. St Edmund’s was old friend, Bishop Alo Morgan. After the
hailing the contribution they had made to the evening meal and the news, they recited the
Rosary and had a whisky together.
life of the college in its first 25 years.
God called Bishop Alo to his eternal reward
As Mick’s boys began taking an interest in
Australian Rules football, their good father in May 2008 and Mick the following September.
from a rugby league background volunteered Within a few months, Canberra had lost two
his services as a coach for the Manuka club. In of its most loved and admired citizens.
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10 years on, this night patrol
pioneer still warms to the task
By Claire Mitchell

“It’s really horrible when you
can’t feel safe in your own home,”
a young girl said to Vinnies night
patrol volunteer Mrs Carmel
Toohey before telling her why she
was living on the streets.
It was one of hundreds of
stories the 68-year-old has heard
since signing up with the St
Vincent de Paul Society’s mobile
outreach program back in 2001.
She has been with the night
spatrol from its inception
,through to its 10th birthday last
month, and has no intention of
,quitting any time soon.
Because for Mrs Toohey, to
provide a sympathetic ear, warm
o
clothes and food to someone in
dneed isn’t a chore, it’s a privilege.
r The patrol now helps about
.800 to 1000 people most months;
slast year the total topped 10,000.
“When I started, my daugh
ter Leah joined with me. She
would have been in her 20s,”
Mrs Toohey said.
“The young girls that came
up to us loved the idea of a
mother and daughter on the
team.”
The night patrol was first
co-ordinated by 19-year-old
Megan Skillicorn, who Mrs
Toohey said was “well ahead of
her years in maturity”.
The volunteers spent a lot of
time training, learning commu
nication skills and completing
short mental health courses to
ensure they knew not only how
to listen but how to ask the
right questions.
As a mother, Mrs Toohey
found that a lot of young peo
ple were drawn to her and
wanted to share their stories.
But they weren’t the only ones.
“We had one lady in her
early 50s who came to see us,”
Mrs Toohey said.
“She’d lived a sheltered life,
was a secretary in a government
department and lived with her
parents. Her job was her life.
 “But she was made redun
dant, her parents died and she
gjust fell apart.”
The woman visited the night
kpatrol for several months and
dafter talking to the volunteers
decided she wanted to get back
into the workforce.
n
.

ABOVE: Night patrol volunteers on the job in Civic. LEFT: Mrs Carmel Toohey, who has
volunteered for the night patrol since it began 10 years ago.
thing left for food, so we gave
them something to eat.
“One of them was just wear
ing a singlet, and as it was a
cold night I offered him a jump
er. He wouldn’t take it.
“He told me to give it to
someone who didn’t have a job;
Mrs Toohey offered her en
 that he’d be able to buy his own
in a few days.
couragement while she retrained
“And people say young peo
and looked for work, and eventu
ple don’t care about others.
ally she got a job in an embassy.
Rubbish.”
“The last time I saw her she
told me she was going to din
ner with some of the other
secretaries.
“It was lovely to see her grow.”
The homeless make up a
significant percentage of the
night patrol’s clientele, but vol
unteers assist people in all sorts
of situations.
“There were two young
backpackers who had come
This certainly wasn’t the first
down from Queensland looking time Mrs Toohey had found
for work,” Mrs Toohey said.
herself surprised and inspired
“They’d found a job but by a night patrol visitor.
weren’t going to get paid for a
“One night at Ainslie
few days.
Avenue we had a group of men
“They spent their last bit of come up and talk to us.
money on some cheap accom
“One of them said to me, ‘Isn’t
modation but didn’t have any this wonderful. It’s a beautiful

night, we have a cup of coffee
each and wonderful company.’
“I was blown away. Here was
a man who didn’t know where
he was going to sleep that night
and yet he could make the most
of the present. That’s more than
most of us can do.”
The evenings haven’t always
left her with a smile on her face.
She has heard some harrowing
stories over the years that take
an emotional toll.

‘They talk about people on the
streets like they’re another
species. But they’re people
like anyone else.’
People come and go and
volunteers are often left with no
knowledge of what has hap
pened to them.
“It’s difficult sometimes
when you don’t see people any
more,” Mrs Toohey said.
“I pray for them. That’s
what keeps me going.”

Over the years the night
patrol has earned a lot of respect
from the Canberra community,
which Mrs Toohey said was evi
dent by the constant stream of
donations she received.
She never goes out empty
handed and always has warm
clothing and food to give to
people in need.
Of course, there are also still
those with misconceptions about
the service.
“People often ask me why I
bother, especially older women,”
Mrs Toohey said.
“They talk about people on
the streets like they’re another
species. But they’re people like
anyone else. They’ve had some
bad things happen to them,
things that could happen to
anyone. But they have no one to
support them. That’s the only
difference.
“I love doing this. I meet so
many wonderful people.
“It is an absolute privilege
to be out there and hear their
stories.”
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Conversation with Islam

Conversations with Islam is
the theme of an e-conference
aimed at students in years 10 to
12 to be held this month.
Presented by the Australian
Catholic University, the e-con
ference will be held from 10am
to noon on Friday, 16 Sept
ember.
The e-conference on the
study of Islam was inspired by
Pope Benedict XVI’s call in
2006 to intensify dialogue
between Catholics and Mus
lims, and by the Qur’anic call
to learn from one another.
It is intended to help open
up for high school and college
students an awareness and app
reciation of Islam and Muslims

that is not only integral to their
studies in other subject areas
but also essential to the streng
thening of Australia’s social
fabric.
The Canberra campus of
ACU has organised for students
in rural and regional areas to
come to the campus and experi
ence the e-conference by having
access to academics and experts
in the field.
Students will be able to
take part by twittering their
questions to an expert panel.
Inquiries: www.acu.edu.
au/conversationswithislam.
To register e-mail econfer
ence@acu.edu.au.

ACU head to stay longer

Vice-Chancellor
of
Australian Catholic University
Prof Greg Craven will continue
in the job until 2018 after his
initial contract was extended.
A constitutional lawyer and
regular contributor to public
debate, Prof Craven has led the
university through a period of
growth in student numbers,
research, and infrastructure.
Since he began in February
2008, full-time student num
bers have grown from 11,000 to

17,000, and are set to reach
25,000 by 2016. Access to uni
versity has been a particular
focus, with the introduction of
programs to engage low socioeconomic and disadvantaged
students, as well as students
who have shown commitment
to their communities.
To manage the growth, the
university is undertaking a cap
ital works program of more
than $150 million, which began
in 2008.

School’s early birthday present
Many Year 7 students who
attended St Bede’s Primary,
Red Hill, last year cast an envi
ous eye over the school’s new
hall and library at the official
opening and blessing of the
renovations.
They were invited by princi
pal Mr Doug Hodgson to join
the celebration of the complet
ed works, which had taken a
little longer than expected.
In fact, parents and com
munity members were busily
finishing off the landscaping
just days before.
The $2.125 million project
was funded by the Federal Gov
ernment through the Building

the Education Revolution and
School Pride schemes.
A further $105,000 was
contributed by the school com
munity.
St Bede’s school board chair
Ms Felicity McNeill said the
library and hall were some
thing a school of a few hun
dred students would never have
been able to afford on its own.
“Four years ago we had to
fundraise just for air-condition
ing in the classrooms,” she said.

Parents and students gathered in the new school hall for
the official opening of St Bede’s Primary’s BER renovations.
The school itself is almost
50 years old and Mr Hodgson
said the renovations were an
excellent early birthday present.
They were also most appre
ciated by the students, who
commented on how much
space they had now for assem

blies, how good it was to have
somewhere warm to play in wet
weather and how great the
library looked.
The renovations were blessed
by Bishop Pat Power and offi
cially opened by Member for
Canberra Ms Gai Brodtmann.

What’s a life for?
A discernment weekend for single men, 19-40 years
The weekend begins Friday 7th October at 7.30pm
until Sunday 9th October at 3.00pm
and includes prayer, meditation, reflection and self discovery.
It is designed to help discern life: Married, Single, Religious, Priest…

To make a booking or chat further please call
Fr Chris McPhee msc 0419 149 793 or (02) 4630 0217
St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park NSW
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Colleges get big boost for trade training
The $5.7 million Canberra Region
Pathways Trade Training Centre will soon
be up and running, with most facilities
expected to be completed this term.
A partnership between the Catholic
Education Office and the Canberra Institute
of Technology, the Australian Governmentfunded project was announced in June last
year.
It will allow students at Merici, St Clare’s,
St Francis Xavier and St Mary MacKillop
colleges to complete elements of Certificate
III Vocational Education Training qualifica
tions at school, with a guaranteed pathway
to full qualifications at CIT.
The new facilities at St Mary MacKillop
College were finished last month and stu
dents have already started making the most
of them.
“The MacKillop campus of the Trade
Training Centre will be dedicated to St
Joseph the Worker, appropriate to our
Josephite tradition and the broader Catholic
ethos of our school,” MacKillop principal
Mr Michael Lee said.
“The facility at MacKillop will provide a
range of opportunities for students to par
ticipate in vocational courses in construc
tion and hospitality with facilities that are
industry standard.”
Construction facilities at St Francis
Xavier College are well under way, as are the
upgraded hospitality facilities at Merici
College.
Building at St Clare’s College is expected
to begin in November.
“This is an exciting partnership between
the four schools and CIT, which will enable
us to meet current needs as well as those of
the future,” Merici principal Mrs Catherine
Rey said.
In addition to the Trade Training Centre
funded new commercial kitchen and perma
nent restaurant, the college has contributed
its own funds to relocate the canteen.
“Our canteen will run out of the restau
rant kitchen, allowing for an integrated way
of teaching cooking and feeding the school,”
Mrs Rey said.
“It’s ideal vocational education because
it’s real life.
“The students won’t just be cooking, but
they’ll have to meet deadlines for serving.
“They’ll be able to cater functions too.”

Merici College business manager Mr Keith Vardanega discusses
the progress of the school’s Trade Training Centre facilities with
construction manager Mr Barry Byrnes at the end of last term.
When the restaurant is not in use, Mrs
Rey said it would be opened to senior stu
dents as an informal learning environment.
“Such a sophisticated environment, being
able to study while sipping a latte, will make
a big difference to learning,” she said.

Mrs Mary Dorrian, from the Catholic
Education Office, said the Trade Training
Centre would continue to offer new oppor
tunities, even beyond these facilities, with a
number of additional programs expected to
be offered online as well.

ABOVE: MacKillop
College hospitality
student Robert
Lewis serves staff
member Mrs Ros
Hollands in the new
facility.

“Do you ever take your veil off?”
A Tyburn Benedictine Nun answers
questions from an English class
of Junior High school students…
...and we would like to share it with you!
For your FREE copy send your name
and address to:
Tyburn Priory
325 Garfield Rd East
Riverstone NSW 2765
02 9627 5171
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young voices at mcauley central, tumut
Year 1/2 students at McAuley were learning about Australia’s
neighbour Indonesia when Catholic Voice visited.
As part of the Languages Other Than English (LOTE) component
of the curriculum, all students from kindergarten to Year 6 have
one lesson each week with Indonesian teacher Ms Kelly Weir.
The children study not only the language but also learn about the
country’s culture. This means a chance to play with some decorative
puppets, which are a popular entertaining tool in Indonesia.

ABOVE: Zac Chapman has fun
trying out the masks.

ABOVE: Tom Boxall made this painting to illustrate a story about his toy
truck and toy motorbike.

ABOVE: Jobe Gentle tests out one of
the wooden puppets.

ABOVE:
Johnny Holz
tried his hand
at indigenous
art by
creating this
dot painting.

ABOVE: Jordan Sanbrook with the class
mascot Ani the orang-utan.

LEFT: Kurt
Torio used
lots of bright
colours for
this giraffe
picture.
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ABOVE: Hunter Mott tries his hand at shaddow puppets.
BELOW LEFT: Isaac Gray (back), Kayla McNamara Boyd,
Annelise Watkins and Blake Webb show off some of Ms Weir’s
collection of Indonesian treasures.
BELOW: Lexie Oag and Amberlena Lake with their puppets.
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Support our Fathers

Father’s Day
Appeal

CLERGY RETIREMENT FOUNDATION

Sunday, September

4

T

he priests who have laid down the burden
of responsibility as Parish Priests continue
to be a vital part of the life of the Archdiocese.
They have borne the burden in parishes for
many years, and you might say that they are
entitled now to sit back and take a rest. But
the priesthood is not like that. The very fact
that priests retire has perhaps encouraged the
sense that the priesthood is a job like many
others. But the priesthood is not just a job.
It’s a job and a marriage rolled into one, with
an extra bit thrown in – by which I mean the
communion with the unseen supernatural
without which the priesthood becomes an
empty shell. You can’t retire from a marriage
or a family or even if you retire from a job, the
deeper engagements remain. That’s why the
“retired” priests remain at the heart of what
we are as the Church and why we need to
support them through the Clergy Retirement
Foundation. So I commend to your generosity
this year’s Father’s Day Appeal. Giving
generously to the Appeal is not only a way of
saying thanks to the “retired” priests for all that
they have done and are doing, but also a way
of recognising and celebrating the gift of the
ministerial priesthood in the Church.

Father Paul Bateman

T

his year marks the diamond jubilee of ordination
to the priesthood for Fr Paul Bateman. He was
ordained by Bishop Guilford Young at St Patrick’s
Church Bega in 1951.

In between he ministered in country parishes for 25
years. Some of these were Young, Pambula, Temora,
Boorowa and Gundagai.

In his spare time Fr Paul has published several family
and parish studies. The most recent was In the Shade
of Jimmy Ryan’s Tree, which delves into memories
of his childhood during the Depression Years. After a
period of unwellness and on reaching the age of 75,
he retired from parish appointments. He now resides
at Ballymacreese, Moran’s Crossing, the home where
he was born. Over the past ten years whilst retired, he
has continued his priestly ministry through relief work in
many of our Archdiocesan parishes.

He also worked for a short time on exchange at
Cloughbawn parish, Wexford, Ireland, and as chaplain

Photos depict Fr Paul Bateman at his home in the
serene rural setting of Moran’s Crossings.

In 1952 he was appointed as assistant priest to
Canberra, which then consisted of one parish. Later
he would serve in the city as Administrator at Braddon,
the Cathedral and as pastor at Aranda.

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST THE FOUNDATION WITH A DONATION
My donation is:
■ $25 ■ $50

■ $100

+

■

I would like to become a regular donor.
Please charge my credit card.
Monthly: $.....................

■

Please send me information on remembering
The Clergy Retirement Foundation in my will.

■

Cheque (payable to Clergy Retirement
Foundation) or

■ Other $.....................

All donations over $2 are tax deductible
First name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Rev):...................................
Surname:.............................................................................
Address: ..............................................................................
Town/Suburb: .....................................................................
Postcode: ............................................................................
Phone: .................................................................................
Donations may be sent to:
The Clergy Retirement Foundation, GPO Box 3089,
Canberra ACT 2601 or fax Donations to: 02 6257 7410
email enquiries to kevin.croker@cg.catholic.org.au

Mark Coleridge
Archbishop of Canberra
and Goulburn

to the RAAF for almost eight years.

Charge my Credit Card
■ MasterCard

■ Visa

Card Number:

■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■ ■■■■
Expiry Date: ..... ...../..... .....

✁

Message from Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, 2011

Signature:............................................................................

Thank you for your help in providing for the care of our sick and retired priests of the
Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn

FDA2011

ABN: 12 689 322 721 | PH: (02) 6201 9800 | FAX: (02) 6257 7410 | FAVIER HOUSE, 51 COOYONG ST, BRADDON ACT 2601
GPO BOX 3089, CANBERRA ACT 2601 | SECRETARY EMAIL: kevin.croker@cg.catholic.org.au | WEBSITE: cg.catholic.org.au
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Thinking Retreat?
Check out these dates!
Centering Prayer

Monday 17 to Friday 21 October

Internationally known Dr. Tom Connolly, Emeritus
Professor, University of Pennsylvania will conduct a
program: How to be a contemplative in a secular world.
This silent four day prayer experience begins with the
evening meal on Monday and ends after breakfast on
Friday. Single room, shared facilities. Cost $450

Weekends

Art for the Soul

Friday 7 to 9 October
In a relaxed atmosphere and under the guidance
of Sr. Helen Barnes rsj, this is a time to nurture the
creative spirit and experience the world round us
with a new awareness. Those who have never held
a brush will feel at home - no previous experience
required! Single room, shared facilities. Cost $240

Legion of Mary Retreat

Friday 23 to Sunday 25 September
A time to foster personal holiness - an opportunity
to re-discover your Catholic heritage with Fr. Peter
Ryan, C.Ss.R. A weekend open to everyone. Single
room, shared facilities. Cost $220

Men’s business

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 October
Dr. Katrina Anderson, Fr. Patrick Corbett, Greg St. John
A time to explore aspects of male spirituality and
rites of passage with a doctor, priest and married
man. Ensuite room. Cost $250

ST CLEMENT’S RETREAT & CONFERENCE
CENTRE
KALANGAN ROAD, GALONG NSW 2585
Phone 02 6380 5222 Fax 602 63867353
Email info@stclement.com.au

Calvary…
large enough to deliver,
small enough to care

C

alvary Health Care ACT
operates Calvary Hospital,
Calvary Private Hospital and Clare
Holland House. Our services in Canberra
represent contemporary clinical best
practice, compassionate patient centred
care and comply with the Code of Ethical
Standards of Catholic Health Australia
These three facilities provide hospital and
health services in the tradition of the
Sisters of the Little Company of Mary.
They are the lived expression of Catholic
Gospel values and make a significant
contribution to the health and palliative
care services in the ACT.
This Gospel tradition lived out by the
Sisters embraces care for all in need
irrespective of their faith, beliefs or
circumstances, and is as relevant today
as it was when the order was founded by
the Venerable Mary Potter in 1877. Their
name and mission were inspired by Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and the little
company of faithful followers who
remained with her at the foot of the cross
on Calvary, offering Jesus and Mary their
compassionate presence.
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Calvary’s role in public health and
hospital services complements the social
work of many other Catholic agencies
and Catholic volunteers in and around
the ACT.
Calvary Health Care ACT works in
partnership with the ACT Health
Directorate in the provision of plural
health services delivering high quality and
accessible care. This proven partnership
will endure and prosper in the future
following the ACT Government’s recent

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au



commitment to the expansion and
development of services from the Calvary
Bruce campus.
We look forward to playing an
increasingly important role in the
provision of acute health services in
North Canberra. We are dedicated to the
growth of high quality services to every
person who seeks our care. We are
proud to provide Catholic hospital and
health services to residents of our
community and those from further afield.
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So who is CatholicCare
Canberra & Goulburn?
We were previously known as
Centacare.
In July of 2009 we officially changed
our name to CatholicCare Canberra &
Goulburn.
We have been part of the Canberra
Community for more than 50 years.
You may have seen our famous
CatholicCare ‘C’ around the place.
We are proud of our history stemming
from a small volunteer base in the
1950’s to the large multidisciplinary
agency we are today.
Do I have to be
Catholic to use any
of the programs or
services?

STEPS

The answer is No. CatholicCare
provides services to all
members of our community. We
ensure equitable access to all
individuals using our service

STEPS offers accommodation, 24 hour support staff and an
alternative to hospitalisation.

What does CatholicCare do?
The question should really be….what don’t we do?
CatholicCare runs approximately 50 programs and services
throughout Canberra, Goulburn and the surrounding regions.
Helping people involves valuing, strengthening, assisting,
supporting and caring for people who are less advantaged in
our community. This is what CatholicCare does.
We have programs which operate under the following service areas
•

Youth, Mental Health, Homelessness and Family
Support Programs

•

Disability and Aged Care

•

Counselling

•

Regional and Family Services

•

Comorbidity

Some examples of the service or programs we offer are

STEPS is a voluntary Youth mental health residential program
for Young people aged between 13-18 years who are
experiencing mental distress.

The program combines case management and clinical
management to assist residents to stabilise their presenting
mental health issue and to develop personal resources to manage
their mental health and emotional wellbeing in the future.
The ‘step up’ refers to when a young person experiences
moderate to severe symptoms of mental illness & requires
support but is assessed as not requiring hospitalisation.
The ‘step down’ offers an accommodation option for young
people with a mental illness to transition between hospital &
returning home.
Want more info? 02 6262 3453

Aloysius Morgan Retirement Villas
CAMPBELL ACT VILLAS AVAILABLE NOW

Want more info? 02 6163 7600

Dorothy Sales Cottages
Provides high level In-Home Accommodation Support to eight
residents living with Acquired Brain Injury.
CatholicCare Canberra & Goulburn have a highly qualified care
team who provide individually tailored therapeutic and clinical
support which is regularly reviewed and adjusted to meet the
residents changing support needs.
In addition to this long-term accommodation, a respite bed is
available to people with Acquired Brain Injury and /or high level
clinical support needs living in the ACT.

DSC Centre Based Respite Services
Provides a short term and time-limited break for families
and other voluntary care givers of people with disabilities, to
assist in supporting and maintaining the primary care giving
relationship, whilst providing a positive experience for the
individual with a disability.
If you are an ACT resident or have a family member living with
Acquired Brain Injury or high level clinical support needs, looking
to minimise barriers and maximise opportunities to participate in
your community, then DSC respite may be ideal for you.
In addition to fully supported daily living routines, respite
visitors also have access to hydrotherapy and land based
exercise programs.
Want more info? 02 6285 4084

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

FACES: is a counselling service for teenagers & young
people (between 10 and 21 years) and for their parents,
family members and carers.
FACES focuses on increasing communication between
family members, resolving difficulties and developing better
relationships. The FACES program also deals with issues such as
parenting, post separation parenting and grief and loss issues.
Want more info? 02 6162 6100

Are you looking for retirement accommodation which is
a little different from the average?
Would you still like to live independently but like the
idea of being in a community?
Are you at the fantastic age of 65 or older?
You have the choice of 2 or 3
bedrooms Villas with all the
little trimmings you would
expect like ducted heating,
ensuite, dryer, washing
machine, curtains, carpet, built
in robes, stove, dishwasher
and the list goes on.

CatholicCare Better Access
CatholicCare Better Access offers Psychological counselling
services to people on low incomes at no cost to the individual.
This service aims to improve the mental health and wellbeing of
people in the community who are seeking counselling assistance
to address ongoing mental health issues. CatholicCare is
utilising the Medicare rebate to cover the cost of the service,
encouraging Better Access to Psychological Services for
individuals and families through bulk billing. The service is
staffed by qualified Psychologists and Mental Health Social
Workers to provide quality therapeutic services across the
region, with offices in Manuka, Watson, Queanbeyan and
Goulburn.

Faces

Where are we located.
We have many offices around the Canberra and surrounding
region including, Manuka, RedHill, Watson, Queanbeyan and
Goulburn. We have many other sites in which we work in and
this includes our school counsellors in many of the Catholic
schools in Canberra.

Are you looking for
a new employment
challenge?

Affordable retirement living is
available as Aloysius Morgan
Villas.
Enquiries are also being taken for St Vincents Retirement Villas
in Aranda, ACT.

We are always looking for
motivated, enthusiastic and
passionate staff.

Want more info? 02 6295 4300

Counselling
Family Counselling and Mediation Service: provides counselling
and informal mediation to carers and their family members.
We are able to provide assistance to carers of a person with;
Physical and/or intellectual disability, Acquired Brain Injury and/
or other medical conditions including Mental Health Conditions.
We aim to help carers deal with a variety of issues some which
include; Defining the roles of family members and managing
pressures that arise from these roles, Concerns about the
capacity to maintain a caring role and ensuring that decisions
made are in the best interest of the whole family as well as
looking at the impact of caring on relationships with both
immediate and extended family members. We are also able to
provide, Referral to financial management services and facilitate
discussion around what planning for the future entails.

Currently we employ around
220 staff in permanent,
permanent –part-time and casual roles. Want to join us? We
employ staff in the areas of Youth, Mental Health, Homelessness
and Family Support Programs, Disability and Aged Care,
Counselling, Regional and Family Services, PPL (Personnel,
Property & Legal), CFO Office and Comorbidity.
Employment vacancies are advertised on our website.
Here you can also find out about the great conditions we offer
our staff, including generous salary packaging options and the
‘day off’ for your birthday each year.

info@catholiccare.cg.org.au
www.catholiccare.cg.org.au

Want more info? 02 6162 6100

Volunteers
Many of our Programs could not run without the assistance of our fantastic volunteers.
Would you like to contribute to your community and assist us with the great work we do.
We need volunteers in all areas.
Youth, Mental Health, Homelessness & Family Support Services, Family & Regional Services and
Disability and Aged Care.
Want more info? 02 6162 6122

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au
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Could you give
loving home to
a child in need?
Canberra’s most vulnerable children are
often those who, for many reasons, cannot
live with their families.
Children needing foster care range from
newborn and toddlers through to older
children and adolescents.
Many children need short-term care for
a few months and even more kids need to
find a home and family to love and care for
them until they reach the age of 18 and
older.
Some children need a family to care for
them just for a weekend due to an emer
gency and some require regular, planned
respite care to provide time out for strug
gling families.
Today, more than ever, there is a signifi
cant shortage of foster carers in the ACT
and many children and young people
urgently need homes with families in our
community.
Marymead needs a broad range of car
ers to meet the diverse needs of children
who are looking for a home - including sin
gle people, couples and families from a
range of cultures and lifestyles.
Marymead welcomes and values estab
lished families, those who have finished
raising their own children and people with
out children.
Marymead provides carers with all the
support they need, including initial and
ongoing training, an experienced and dedi

cated foster care worker to provide ongoing
support and guidance, financial support,
opportunities for carers to network togeth
er and a unique program to supply children
with books to help develop their reading
skills.
Can you offer a temporary or perma
nent home to a vulnerable child?
Could you welcome a child into your
home?
Contact Marymead and ask for Lisa or
Kim on 6162 5800 or email fcinfo@
marymead.org.au. Y
ou may like to come along to one of
Marymead’s bi-monthly Foster Care
Information Sessions that are held at
Marymead, 255 Goyder Street,
Narrabundah.
The next information sessions will be
held on:
•
Tuesday 20 September at 12.30pm
•
Tuesday 20 September at 6.30pm
•
Thursday 17 November at 7pm.
Marymead is Canberra’s own communi
ty based not-for-profit organisation with a
44 year history of providing a range of
support services to Canberra’s children,
young people and families.
Foster carers make a real difference in
the life of a vulnerable child or young per
son.
Contact Marymead today.

If you would like to advertise in Catholic Voice,
contact editor Geoff Orchison today on telephone
6201 9806, or e-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au
Check our advertising rates at
www.cg.catholic.org.au/news/default.cfm?loadref=109
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SOUTHERN CROSS CARE
(NSW & ACT)

“A great way to live”
2010-2011 has been a great year for
Southern Cross Care in our South
West Slopes Region. As always, we
thank God for the opportunity of
serving older people in the region –
those who are the most valued and
valuable members of our
communities.
Following the Blessing and Opening of the new 80
apartment facility in Young, Cootamundra was to
follow shortly afterwards. On 13th November, 2010
Bishop Pat Power, Reverend Kevin Barry-Cotter,
Reverend Lyn Forsyth and Capt. Ron Robinson led
the Ecumenical Blessing Service launching the new
Southern Cross Supported Living Apartments,
Cootamundra – a 55 apartment residential aged
care facility. The Official Opening was performed by
the highly regarded Mr Edward O’Connor who
played an important role in the very beginnings of
the Cootamundra Retirement Village.
Within the next couple of weeks the newly built
Southern Cross St Lawrence Apartments will open
its doors in Harden. This 45 bed residential aged
care facility will replace the old 32 bed hostel at
Galong. The Ecumenical Blessing and Official
Opening later in the year will afford members of the
Harden Community the opportunity to inspect their
long-awaited and long-overdue quality aged care
service in their own town.

But, of course, that is not the end of the
story…
The first 3 cottages which form part of the overall
43 cottage development at Young have been
completed with the remainder ready to be built on
demand. Southern Cross is awaiting final approval
from the Young Council in order to commence the
refurbishment of the old hostel to provide 28 x 1
and 2 bedroom affordable units with access also by
pensioner renters.
The approvals are in place and the tenders have
been finalised for the building of the first 4
independent living units at Cootamundra – 2 of
which will be for pensioner renters.
Finally, we must not forget the important final stage
development at Bombala where we are awaiting
Council’s final approval and the closing of tenders
for the last stage of development at Currawarna
Supported Living Apartments which will also include
the building of 3 pensioner renter independent
living units.
Whilst these building projects are cause for great
excitement, Southern Cross Care is proud of its
ongoing care programs at Garran and Campbell and
its accommodation units at Yarralumla, Braddon,
Garran, Campbell and Harden.
Southern Cross Care is proud to be part of the
Churches ministry throughout the Archdiocese – a
ministry which is readily available to all older people
regardless of their circumstances, financial capacity,
backgrounds etc.

Southern Cross Care Young.

For more information about services and
accommodation please contact the
Operations Manager, Godwin D’Amato on
02 9632 3144 or email gdamato@sch.org.au

Southern Cross Care Harden.
The 3 projects costing $25m clearly evidence
Southern Cross Care’s unswerving commitment that
older people in rural New South Wales have access
to the same high standard of accommodation and
care as do their counterparts on the eastern
seaboard. As commented by the Deputy Mayor of
Cootamundra in his address at the Official Opening,
“people of Cootamundra (and the other nearby
towns) could never have dreamed of such a
wonderful home without the support of Southern
Cross Care”.

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Southern Cross Care Cootamundra.

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au
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Facing a new challenge in a fragile life
When I began writing this
column, I shared that occasion
ally I would do a column that
was more exclusively about my
personal life.
I have tried to limit myself
in that and, in the 28 years I
have been writing this column,
have probably done less than 10
pieces whose main focus was
my own life. When I have done
so, it was almost always to share
with readers a major transition
in my life.
This column is one of those
personal pieces.
My personal life is again
undergoing a major transition,
though this one does not con
cern a move to a new job or to
a new city. It has to do with my
health:
In early May I went for a
routine colonoscopy and the
doctor discovered a cancerous
tumor in my colon. The good
news was that it was discovered
relatively early, before there
were symptoms.
They scheduled me for sur
gery in early June and removed
the affected area, along with a
series of lymph nodes.
The operation, while pretty
invasive, went well, but some of
the lymph nodes had already
been affected, meaning that the

cancer was not necessarily fully
contained in the tumor.
I have recovered very well
from the surgery, though this
took some weeks.
An oncologist advised me
that prudence dictates that
there be a follow-up treatment
to the surgery, namely, six
months of chemotherapy.
He also assured me that the
long-term prognosis is good,
but that, as with all cancer,
nothing is really sure until it’s
sure.
A cure is most likely, but not
assured. I started the chemo
therapy treatments in early
August and will be facing a
certain desert-experience for
the next six months.
This is not a plea for sympa
thy. I share this with you
because one shares this with
one’s family and you are my
family of readers. I will appreci
ate your prayers, even as I trust
you not to deluge me with
emails, cards, and letters.
What we give to each other
inside the mystical body of
faith, family, and friendship,
need not be announced to be
effective.
Where am I with all of this?
Initially, especially before
the surgery and subsequent

scans revealed more precisely
the limit of the cancer, there
was understandably a good
amount of fear and paranoia.
One’s thoughts and fears
aren’t easy to control when
one’s next visit to the doctor
might mean a death-sentence.
Eventually though, and not just
because the long-term progno
sis now appears quite positive, I
have begun to find a deep peace
within all of this.

Ron Rolheiser
Fr Ron
Rolheiser,
theologian,
teacher, and
award-winning
author, is
president of
the Oblate
School of Theology in Texas.
www.ronrolheiser.com

I trust in God and know
that I am in safe hands, irre
spective of whatever happens. I
also trust the medical profes
sionals with whom I have been
dealing.
They have been marvelously
competent and infinitely gentle.
What a grace for us all, the skill
of doctors.

But that peace of soul is also
predicated on a number of real
isations that were only abstract
theories for me before this ill
ness. Some things are infinitely
more real to me now:
I now know existentially
that life is fragile, that health is
precious, and that it’s to be
appreciated rather than taken
for granted.
I know too existentially that
we cannot safeguard our own
lives, no matter how carefully
we try. Faith and hope are
flooding into my life as never
before.
So, too, is love. Family and
friends are mostly taken for
granted when we are young and
strong and under the illusion
that death is not really a reality
for us.
We realise how deep a grace
family and friendship are only
when we are fully attuned to
our own vulnerability; mostly,
too, it only then that we actu
ally allow others to love us.
And there are other deep
lessons in this for me: I have
been driving my engines hard
for a long time, dodging bullets
as I overwork and am overextended.
So many times in the past
years, in a trance of overwork, I

promised God that I would
slow my life down, just as soon
as this particular task was fin
ished.
Indeed, often, explicitly in
prayer, I asked God to let me
do this slowdown willfully, and
not have some health break
down force it on me.
Like the young Augustine, I
was praying: “Slow me down,
but not yet!”
My cancer diagnosis is
finally doing for me what I
couldn’t do for myself. My
prayer now is: Let me receive
this gracefully, and as a grace!
One last lesson: Should I
land on my feet, healthy and
my old self again after the
chemotherapy, I hope to
have the strength to not
return to my old life, grate
ful to have dodged a bullet
and ready for business as
usual.
Instead, like the one leper
who returned to give thanks to
Jesus rather than going back to
normal living, I am praying
that the grace of this visitation
will be the alchemy I have long
needed to make me turn
instead habitually in gratitude
towards Jesus and towards the
present moment.

why I cook what I cook
A column in which well known and not so
well known people tell us about the food in
their lives and why it is important. This
month we dine out at Calvary John James
Hospital.

300g mushrooms, finely chopped
60ml white wine
120ml demi-glace (rich thick gravy)
60g lean ham, chopped
1 tbs parsley, chopped
60ml oil
1.2kg fillet of beef
390g pate feuilletee (puff pastry)

Patients are the
key ingredient

For people facing a stay in hospital, the
quality of the food served can make a big difference, which is why Calvary John James chef
Mr Shane Hosie takes great pride in his work.
“Giving patients a good meal gives them
something to look forward to, especially when
they’ve been lying in a boring room all day,” he
said.
“It can help give them the comfort of home.”
Mr Hosie joined the hospital kitchen staff in
2006 and said it was a nice change of pace
from the stresses of a cafe or restaurant. He
spent a number of seasons switching between
kitchens in the ski fields of the Australian Alps
and those on Hamilton Island off the coast of
Queensland. He also spent many years cooking at a cafe in Canberra.
Calvary’s food services manager Mr Damien
Lawler said Mr Hosie’s love of cooking was
evident in the quality of his creations.
“Some of his baking exploits here have
made him a favourite not only with our
patients but also with some of the local Sisters
of the Little Company of Mary,” Mr Lawler said.
The hospital provides a diverse menu of six
meals per day.
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Mr Shane Hosie with Beef Wellington.

This recipe is one of Mr Hosie’s favourite
savoury dishes.

Filet de Boeuf Wellington
Makes 6 portions
Ingredients
50g butter
60g onion, finely chopped

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Method
1. Melt butter in a sauteuse (sauté pan),
add the onions and cook without colour. Add
the mushrooms, season and cook until almost
dry. Add the wine and reduce. Add the demiglace and reduce to a stiff consistency. Add
the ham and parsley, correct seasoning and
allow to cool.
2. Heat the oil in a roasting tray. Season
the piece of fillet and brown quickly on all
sides. Place in a hot oven (220 degrees) until
half cooked, approximately 20mins. Remove
from the tray and allow to cool.
3. Place puff pastry sheet on bench and
spread a layer of the mushroom mixture down
the centre of the pastry the length of the fillet.
Place the fillet on top and spread the remainder of the mixture all over the fillet. Egg-wash
the edges of the pastry, draw the pastry over
to completely enclose the fillet and seal the
edges together. Place on a baking sheet, decorate with the remaining pastry and brush with
egg-wash. Make a small neat hole in the top
and cool in fridge for 30mins. Place in hot
oven (220 degrees) and colour the pastry.
Reduce the temperature and allow to cook
gently for 40-50mins.
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Matters

Prisons: how can we
make a difference?
From the archdiocesan Social Justice Comm
ission
The Australian Catholic Bishops Social Just
ice Statement, issued to mark Social Justice
Sunday on 25 September, is titled: Building
Bridges, not Walls: prisons and the justice system.
The statement asks Catholics to think about
conditions in our prisons, who is sentenced to
prison and why. Between 1984 and 2008, while
rates of crime either stayed steady or fell, the
number of Australians in prison per 100,000
people almost doubled.
The most disadvantaged in Australia are the
most likely to be imprisoned: the underprivi
leged, those suffering from mental illness, and
especially Indigenous people, who make up
about 2.3 per cent of the Australian population
but about a quarter of those in prison. The
incarceration rate for young indigenous people
is even higher.
Why is this so? What can you do? To bring
interested parishioners together to discuss the
issues, the archdiocesan Catholic Social Justice
Commission is organising a workshop on the
bishops’ statement for all parishes on Saturday,
17 September. The workshop will run from
10am to noon in the private dining room of the
Southern Cross Club, Phillip.
Bishop Pat Power will address the gathering
and those involved in chaplaincy services at the
Alexander Maconochie Centre will also be pre
sent. Participants may continue discussion over
lunch (at their own expense) at the club.
No crime can diminish the fact that we are all
created in the image and likeness of God. In our
parishes and our communities, let us consider
how we can make a difference for those in prison
and seeking bridges to a new life.
For catering purposes, please advise the com
mission of attendance, telephone 6235 5452,
e-mail csjc@cg.cathiolic.org.au by 8 September.
For further details about the Social Justice
Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social
Justice Council website (www.socialjustice.cath
olic.org.au) or telephone 8306 3499.

What’s a life for?
A discernment weekend for single men,
19-40 years.

This weekend is offered regularly and begins on a Friday
night and includes prayer, meditation, reflection and
self discovery.
It is designed to help discern life:
Married, Single, Religious, Priest…..
To make a booking or chat further please call
Fr Chris McPhee msc 0419 149 793 or (02) 4630 0217
St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park NSW

02 6257 9111

GAREMA CENTRE UPSTAIRS
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I want to be
loved for
my pimples

Changing our
world

by Franchesca Maatouk.
For my hair that needs to be
washed every second day and for my
stomach that bloats when I eat too
much, which, I’d like to add, is often.
This year has been a tricky one. I’ve
been confronted by girls who have
questioned beauty and struggled with
their image. Thinking: “I am not
enough and I am too much at the same
time. Not pretty enough, not thin
enough, not kind, gracious, or disci
plined enough. But too emotional, too
needy, too sensitive, strong, opinion
ated, and too messy.” (Captivating,
John and Stasi Eldredge)
But this unattainable and delusional
idea of beauty and the way the media
and, ultimately, society presents it is
something I am very passionate about.
Watching actively and fully aware of a
multi million-dollar industry thriving
off our weaknesses has encouraged me
to speak out and speak now.
I will never sit back and watch
people live under these gray shadows

But, surely, I should care about me,
about what I look like. Be proud of my
skin because there is no one like me.
That is why God made me this
way. Perfect. Created. Planned. I am a
strong believer that love is louder
than the pressure to be perfect. That
you must be the change you want to
see in the world.
So, here’s to the girls who are
small and big and brunette and
blonde. To the girls who are from all
over the world.
The girls who have clear, smooth
skin, and the ones who have pimples
and scars.
To the ones who made it through
the bitter break-up, dried their own
tears and moved on with their life.
To the girls who have tattoos and
goals and passions and regrets.To the
perfectly imperfect women that we
Each month we focus on the are and to our hearts that make us
views of a young person and that much better.
Women in wonder and splendid
what he or she sees as an
beauty, unashamed in our desire to be
important issue of the day wanted today, tomorrow, next week,
of “perfection”. I read in a book and forever.
sometime ago that: Cinderella is
* Franchesca loves living simply,
beautiful, yes, but she is also good.
spending winter days in the garden
Her outward beauty would be hol under the sun, writing letters to people
low were it not for the beauty of her who have inspired her, praying, forgivheart. I used to tell myself that if I didn’t ing, loving. She is faith and community
care, this wouldn’t have to hurt so much. captain at St Clare’s College.

Two priests celebrate diamond jubilees
Two priests of the Archdiocese, Fr Bill
Keating and Fr Paul Bateman, have celebrated
60 years of ordination. They are pictured with
Bishop Pat Power and Fr Bernie Patterson (far
left) after a Mass at Fr Keating’s home to mark
the occasion.
Fr Keating was appointed as an assistant in
the parish of Canberra in 1956. Later, he served
the parishes of Cobargo, Young, Grenfell, Bega,
Boorowa, Braddon, Adaminaby, Narooma and
Taralga. He also spent three years as a RAAF
chaplain in the 1960s.
After ordination, Fr Bateman was appointed
to Temora, and later served the parishes of
Canberra, Braddon, O’Connor, Young, Pambula,
Ardlethan, Aranda, Boorowa, Gundagai and
Cobargo. He was an RAAF chaplain from 19561962. Both priests are now retired and live on the
south coast.
Parishioners gathered after Mass on Sunday, 31 July, at St Joseph’s
parish centre, Merimbula, to mark Fr Bateman’s jubilee.
Fr Bateman has strong and long-standing, family attachments to the
area which he has written about in a number of family histories.
Although retired, he often steps in to celebrate Mass, and generally help
out when the parish priest is away.
Josephite Sister Brigid McMahon, who attended the morning tea,
was a member of the congregation at Fr Bateman’s ordination on 23
July, 1951, at St Patrick’s Church, Bega.

Ignatian group says come and see
Christian Life Community, an
international lay organisation
within the Catholic Church prac
tising Ignatian spirituality, will
hold a “come-and-see” gathering
in Queanbeyan this month.
It will be held at St Gregory’s
parish centre, Lowe Street, Quean
beyan at 10.30am on Saturday, 17
September.
NSW president of Christian
Life Community Mrs Felicity
Flynn said the organisation had
groups in most states as well as
Ignatian groups that follow the
ways of CLC in West Wyalong,
Young and Temora.

“This type of group appeals to
those people who have a faith atti
tude to life and who desire to find
God in their everyday experiences
as well as recognising the need to
support each other in this jour
ney,” she said.
Members followed the Ignatian
way of “trying to find God in all
things with the support of a small
group of people who meet fort
nightly to pray together, share their
life experiences in the light of faith
and support each other as they
reach out in the service of others.”
For more information on CLC
go to www.clcaustralia.org.au.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Public Policy Officer
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) is the
permanent assembly of the bishops of Australia, exercising
together certain pastoral offices. A vacancy exists in its
General Secretariat, based in Canberra, for the position of
Public Policy Officer.
Reporting to the ACBC through the General Secretary, the
Public Policy Officer will be responsible for: undertaking
research projects as requested by the ACBC; monitoring and
advising on the impact of legislation and public policy trends
and initiatives; collaborating with other Church agencies, the
Public Policy Institute of ACU, bioethics institutes, family
and life offices, and other research facilities; assisting in the
preparation of submissions to Government inquiries on public
policy matters; coordinating research efforts in specific areas;
providing information to Members of Parliament and other
organisations and individuals on the Catholic Church’s public
policy positions and Catholic social ethics.
The successful applicant will have: relevant qualifications
in law, theology, economics or other relevant discipline; a
demonstrated commitment to Catholic teaching; an ability to
work independently and as part of a small team; experience
in public policy formulation; an understanding of legislative
processes; excellent written and oral communication skills;
strong research skills; and an ability to liaise with senior
officials of government and private agencies.
For the Position Description and further enquiries, please
contact gensec@catholic.org.au.
Applications, addressing each of the selection criteria in
the Position Description, should be posted in an envelope
marked ‘CONFIDENTIAL’, to:
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
Attention: Rev B J Lucas
General Secretary
GPO Box 368 CANBERRA ACT 2601
Applications close Friday 9 September 2011.
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Popcorn western with an alien flavour

Cowboys
and
Aliens.
Starring Daniel Craig, Harrison
Ford, Olivia Wilde and Sam
Rockwell. Directed by Jon
Favreau. 118 minutes. M
(Science fiction themes and
violence). Reviewer: Fr Peter
Malone MSC*.

Almost 50 years ago there
was the absurdly specific title,
Santa Claus vs the Martians.
That was quite a juxtaposition.
Cowboys and Aliens seems an
absurd title, not so specific. In
the past there were these small
science-fiction-fantasy B-budget
entertainments. Now we have
the A-budget, A-cast entertain
ment that takes the old conven
tions of the western and the old
conventions of those 1950s
alien invasion melodramas, put
them together and, presto,
Cowboys and Aliens.
Not that it isn’t a holiday
entertainment, an upmarket
throwback to the old serials and

matinees days. And who to give
it some respectability? The pre
sent grim-faced James Bond
himself, Daniel Craig, and
Indiana Jones, now a grizzled,
gruff and raspy Harrison Ford.
It all opens in the old West,
but we have an immediate clue
when we see the 21st century
wrist
band that Jake Lonergan
(Craig) is wearing. But, the
screen
play wisely keeps tantalis
ing us. We wonder about this
man, at first with no name and no
memory, whether he is the alien.
We get hints as the film goes
on. An explanation (perfectly
logical in the circumstances)
towards the end of the film.
Then there are plenty of
cowboys, toughs and robbers,
cattle hands and cattle barons
(Ford is the patriarchal baron),
the western town, the sheriff
(Keith Carradine), the wastrel
son of the baron (Paul Dano)
who likes to throw his somewhat

SHORTS

Jane Eyre. Starring: Mia Wasikowska,
Michael Fassbender, Jamie Bell, Judi Dench.
120 minutes M (Mature themes).
An adaptation of Jane Eyre by newcomer
Cary Fukunaga (Sin Nombre), which seri
ously challenges the view that the best versions
of classics by such writers as Jane Austen, the
Brontë sisters, Dickens and Mrs Gaskell, are
those made as mini-series for the BBC.
Friends with Benefits. Starring: Justin
Timberlake, Mila Kunis, Patricia Clarkson,
Jenna Elfman, Richard Jenkins, Woody
Harrelson, and Bryan Greenberg. Directed
by Will Gluck. 109 minutes. MA 15+.
Restricted. (Strong sexual references and sex
scenes).
An American romantic comedy about two
people who become friends, and decide to
make their relationship sexual, but want no
commitment or consequences. Entertaining
human drama, but as an essay on intimacy, it
is misguided and never recovers from its first
half that sets the stage for genuine friendship
in entirely the wrong way.
Senna. Documentary. Starring Ayrton
Senna, Alain Prost and Frank Williams.
Directed by Asif Kapadia. 106 minutes. M
(Coarse language).
Acclaimed by critics and by fans of
Formula 1. Audiences will take out what
interests them. Some will look at the racing
footage, others will be impressed with the
portrait of Senna, others will be intrigued by
the competitiveness and sport politics.

puny weight around, and his
Indian minder (Adam Beach).
There is a mysterious
woman, Ella (Olivia Wilde) who
is clearly something more than
she seems. After some western
standoffs and arrests, the aliens
get going on the town, mystify
ing one and all. Suddenly, in
this war of the worlds where
revolvers don’t stand a chance
against space ships, individuals
are being instantly swooped and

swept into the air and into the
spacecraft. And there are lots,
LOTS, of explosions.
That obviously means a posse
has to go in pursuit and the lone
hero has to show his mettle.
There are confrontations with
the Indians, but this is a 21st cen
tury perception of the 19th, so
the Indians combine forces with
the cowboys (and the racist
baron) to rescue the human hos
tages and destroy the aliens. The

Mel stars at playing himself
The Beaver. Starring Mel Gibson,
Jodie Foster, Jennifer Lawrence and
Anton Yelchin. Directed by Jodie Foster.
91 minutes. M (Mature themes, sexual
references and coarse language).
Reviewer: Fr Peter Malone MSC*.
A serious film about depression
(with a credit note at the end that
depression is a family matter, that it is
important for a family to be part of the
treatment of this mental illness).
We are introduced to Walter Black,
married with two children, who has
sunk into depression and cannot find a
way out.
His family don’t know how to
respond. His wife loves him but finds it
more difficult to cope with his erratic
behaviour and mood swings.
His teenage son resents his father,
fearing that he could become like him
and noting behaviour that he will try to
avoid in his own life. His little boy is
closing in on himself.
Walter compares himself to his
father with resentment and senses that
he is a loser. Workers in his toy com
pany are bewildered. He finally gets to
his limit and contemplates suicide.
Audiences who may be wary of men
tal illness may find the rest of the film
puzzling or may try to laugh it off.

Some psychiatrists may be wary of the
method shown for dealing with the
depression.
Most of us in between may be
absorbed by the struggle of a man try
ing to deal with his inner conflicts and
his alternate self by the use of a puppet
on his left hand, a toy beaver, who takes
on a life and voice and accent, not of its
own, but of an outer Walter Black who
can argue with the inner Walter and
evoke responses from others via the bea
ver.
There is a parallel sub-plot (which
gets more attention, perhaps, than it
needs to when we want to focus on
Walter). Porter, the teenage son, is also a
troubled young man.
One of his activities at school is to
write assignments for fellow students (at
a price).

Wine & Dine One of the best sci-fi around
WEDNESDAYS

Enjoy a complimentary glass of red or white wine with
any one of our main meals purchased every
Wednesday night until the the end of Spring* at the:
Southern Cross Restaurant WODEN 6283 7200
Lotus Bay Restaurant YACHT CLUB 6273 1784
BOOK NOW at the venue. *Terms and conditions apply.

www.cscc.com.au

For the information of members and guests

aliens themselves look like beings
straight out of the old movies, no
glamour, just monstrous (espe
cially in size and in close-ups).
We discover their dastardly plan
and are ready to cheer on the
goodies against these creatures
(the word alien not being availa
ble at that time to describe what
is going on).
This is a close encounter of
the reverse kind.
What we have is a bit pop
corn holiday movie and it has
its moments. The thought came
while watching the familiar ele
ments of both western and sci
ence fiction that it still had quite
some originality – but a deriva
tive originality. And, deciding
on this phrase to end the review,
I enjoyed it all the more.
* Fr Peter Malone MSC is
an associate of the Australian
Catholic Office for Film and
Broadcasting.

Green Lantern. Starring: Ryan
Reynolds, Mark Strong, Blake
Lively, Peter Sarsgaard, Temuera
Morrison, and Tim Robbins.
Directed by Martin Campbell. 114
minutes. M (Science fiction themes
and violence). Reviewer: Peter W
Sheehan*.
Like other current films, this is a
science fiction film based on a super
hero comics character of the same
name. It tells the story of a test pilot
for a US aircraft company being
inducted into the Green Lantern
Corps, a group of intergalactic police
who guard the Universe. The force is
held together by the green essence of
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willpower. Fear is contrasted with
courage and will-power. Although it
quickly becomes an entertaining
sound-and-light show, human drama
consistently underlies the visual
effects, and the film mixes together
plot, bizarrely cartoonish characters,
and light effects that are best appreci
ated in 3D. This is one of the best of
the science-fiction movies around.
Ryan Reynolds is the hero to beat,
with his attractive mix of charm,
good looks, and rakish humour.
*Peter W. Sheehan is an associate
of the Australian Catholic Office for
Film and Broadcasting.

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

In that way, he becomes a beaver
writer and voice for the students. This
comes to a dramatic head when the
valedictorian asks him to write her
speech.
There is a great deal of personal
drama for the family and their inability
to cope with depression and with the
beaver, except for the little boy who is
able to communicate better with his
father.
Mel Gibson is very good as Walter
Black, showing the ravages of depres
sion, using a different voice for the
beaver, dialoguing with himself.
Jodie Foster, who also directed the
film, plays Walter’s wife.
The performance stands on its own
as a piece of acting, without reference
to Mel Gibson’s own life, his beaverlike rants and his desperate behaviour.
They are not part of the film itself,
although as many would note, Walter
Black, in some ways, may not be all
that far from the real Mel Gibson.
It does make it interesting that he
chose at this stage of his life to act in
this particular film.
*Fr Peter Malone MSC is an asso
ciate of the Australian Catholic Office
for Film and Broadcasting.

* Mona

Choose them for how
they look and love them
for how they feel – Ziera

Hades
* Ipswich
* = Orthotic friendly

Frawley’s Comfort Centre
26 Garema Place, CANBERRA CITY 2601
Ph/Fax 02 6247 9104
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books

Bond between NY Jew and the Polish pope
The Pope’s Maestro. By Sir
Gilbert Levine. Jossey-Bass,
2010, 406pp, $37.95. Reviewer:
Janet Moyle.
Extraordinary as it may seem,
a unique and unlikely friendship
developed between the distin
guished American conductor Sir
Gilbert levine and the late Pope
John Paul II.
For almost two decades the
two collaborated closely using
music to heal centuries-old
wounds.
Together they created a series
of internationally broadcast con
certs aimed at demonstrating His
Holiness’ desire for rapproche
ment in the Church’s relationship
with Jewish people.
The story begins with Sir
Gilbert’s appointment as music
director to the Krakow
Philharmonic during the last
days of the Cold War in 1987.

The tanks had just been removed
from in front of the US Embassy
after the lifting of martial law. It
was not an easy place to be for
anyone from the West and cer
tainly not for an American.
Nevertheless he went, his
decision influenced in no small
way by his mother-in-law who
had survived the concentration
camp at Bergen-Belsen.
She encouraged him by say
ing that his going to Poland
would show the world that the
Nazis did not destroy Jewish cul
ture.
This theme continues through
the book as Levine constantly
built bridges through his musicmaking. In the process he discov
ered and deepened his own
Jewish roots.
His friendship with JPII
developed through contact with

Optimistic guide
for the young

the Pope’s Polish private secre
tary, Mgr Dziwisz.
Levine was invited to cele
brate the 10th anniversary of His
Holiness’ pontificate. From this
success there were other papal
concerts.

The one in Rome to com
memorate the Shoah had
Australian Cardinal Cassidy
largely involved in the prepara
tions. This memorable event was
attended also by the Chief Rabbi
and the President of Italy.
Richard Dreyfuss recited the
Kaddish, the Hebrew prayer for
the dead, prayed regularly in
every synagogue. This was the
beginning of healing for many.
Levine performed at World
Youth Day in Denver; for His
Holiness’ 80th birthday; in the
Holy Land as part of Jubilee
2000; at a papal concert of recon
ciliation; and in Krakow for the
first anniversary of 9/11. These
were some of the most memora
ble ones.
Gilbert Levine and his family
had unprecedented audiences
with the increasingly frail Pontiff.
He was honoured with a pontifi

cal knighthood. The unique and
highly unusual relationship
between the New York Jew and
the Polish pope was a true spirit
ual bond.
For those who have always
wanted to know, Levine’s detailed
tourist-like descriptions of the
interiors of Vatican rooms and
offices will appeal. For musiclovers the record of the various
concert programs and perform
ing artists will be fascinating.
Levine’s voice comes through
strongly in his use of direct
speech, his acute observations
and his humble acceptance of his
own role in making history along
with making music.
In many ways this inspired
and creative man has penned a
moving tribute to the legacy of
[now] Blessed John Paul and has
been profoundly moved by the
experience.

Putting pastoral into parish councils

Making Parish Councils are PPCs best recognised as
some, most of the book is
Pastoral. By Mark E Fischer. groups that investigate,
very readable, clear and real
Spirituality You Can Live With: Stronger faith
Paulist Press, 2010, pb reflect and form conclusions
istic. For those who wish to
in 30 days. By Chris Padgett. Servant Books, 181pp, $29.95. Reviewer:
under the parish priest’s
pursue the topic more deep
2011, 133pp, $21.95. Reviewer: Janet Moyle. Margaret Ryan.
leadership? Or are they exec
ly, the end chapter notes pro
The sub-title of Chris Padgett’s book reads
utive
bodies
that
implement
vide excellent starting points.
Has your parish got a
like a recipe for weight loss - stronger faith in 30
council
decisions?
He
opts
This is another important
functioning pastoral coun
days. It’s a big claim but Padgett, who has spent cil? Is it doing a good job? for the former role.
parish reference book.
much of his time working with young people, is How can you tell? As
In chapter one, readers
Dr Fischer is Professor of
Theology at St John’s Semin
long on confidence and optimism. He has been Archbishop Francis Carroll are invited to respond to a
ary in Camarillo, California,
described as one of the most dynamic and effec mandated parish pastoral quiz which is used to orient
and a prolific author of
councils (PPCs) for our them towards Catholic
tive voices of the new evangelisation.
teaching.
The
next
six
chap
books and articles on PPCs.
archdiocese,
these
questions
Padgett has impressive degrees in theology. He
ters
present
very
different
If you’d like to know how
are
pertinent.
writes simply and engagingly in a conversational
situations in some American
PPCs are understood in
Part
of
Fischer’s
motiva
style. As indicated he tackles 30 concerns. Among
tion for writing the book is parishes where PPC guid Vatican II and afterwards, Australia, go to http://ppc.
these are relationships, sin and spirituality, for
and allude to some US dioc catholic.org.au/ppc/ This site
to modify an understanding ance is sought.
giveness, solitude, God’s love and dryness of soul.
The final six chapters esan guidelines for PPCs.
was established by a commit
of PPCs presented in his
His assurance contains a certain naivete. For 2001 book Parish Councils examine the theological and
Though the final chap tee under the direction of the
example, at one point he states that the primary in Today’s Catholic Parish. spiritual underpinnings of ters are more technical and Australian Catholic Bishops
task of a mother is to see that her spouse and In the 2010 book, he asks PPCs, documentation from may have less appeal for Conference.
children get to heaven. Padgett’s eight children
obviously are still quite young.
I ran that statement past my friend, a more
The Bone Gatherers. The Lost Worlds of
seasoned parent, for her comment. She looked at Early Christian Women. By Nicola Denzey.
me steadily before saying, “ Good luck!” My sen Beacon Press, pb 290pp, $34.95. Reviewer:
Margaret Ryan.
timents exactly.
Bone gatherers were people of influence and
Nevertheless there is much that is useful
means
who collected the bones of saints and
among these pages particularly for young adults
…and so is our new shipment from Italy,
martyrs to give them a proper burial. The earliest
beautiful Sterling Silver Angel and
discovering the riches of their faith.
recorded one was the Roman woman Lucinda,
Madonna and Child plaques
who organised for the removal of St Peter’s bones
priced from $32.95
to a sacred spot, and who moved the bones of St
Paul to a place where St Paul had formerly
Falling Upward;
preached. Bone gatherers laid the foundations for
A Spirituality for
Rome’s cult of the saints.
the Two Halves
The gospels record women who mourned for
of Life. $27.95
Jesus and came to tend to his body after death.
Women, then and later, were seen as natural care
“Spring, the sweet
takers of the body, and some Roman Christian
Thea’s Song
spring”, as the song says
bone
gatherers
were
patrons
of
the
early
Church.
The biography of an
– time for a lifting of the
An Eye for Eternity;
Some
of
them
became
powerful
custodians
and
African American
spirits! Novels, biographies,
the life of Manning
nun, “One of the
interpreters
of
the
holy.
books on Christian living,
Clark. $49.95
most significant
The
writer
explores
the
largely
hidden
role
of
spirituality, liturgy, history,
figures in modern
women as religious and economic agents in the
etc.; music; posters and
Catholicism”
newly Christianised Rome. Some were so famous
$37.95
pictures; rosaries and
that they apparently lived longer than did Moses!
Open 9am-5.30pm
jewellery; gifts for all
The Word Among Us
Denzey wished to sing stories of these lost
Monday to Friday,
Yes! We have Parking!
occasions – there’s plenty
must be the best value
Park & Shop with us
women’s
lives,
to
use
her
knowledge
of
life
in
the
10am-3pm
Saturdays
daily meditations we’ve
of stimulating stuff here.
Free 30 minute parking
(closed on public holidays)
ancient world to recreate their lives: how they
seen for Catholics
out front
experienced life, what they believed and thought
off Cooyong Street
September issue $4.95
about themselves.
Favier House 51 Cooyong St Braddon. GPO BOX 3089 Canberra ACT 2601
Bus Interchange, Woden ACT 2606
She also explores why women came to be val
Telephone 02 6201 9888 Fax: 02 6262 7560
Ph: 6285 1425 | Fax: 6281 0849
Email: bookshop@cg.catholic.org.au
ued within specific narrowly defined social roles,
Email: wcb@cyberone.com.au
and were eventually marginalised and rendered
Web: www.wcb.org.au/wcb.org.au
Open weekdays 9.30am-5pm, Saturdays 9am-1pm
invisible. It’s a worthy book!

Hidden role of women

Spring is here…

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au
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Classifieds & Real Estate
Want to use a picture
with your ad?
It costs only an extra
$16.50
Pregnancy suPPort act
Client Based Counselling 8am-10pm

6247 5050
6249 1779

For appointment

FREE CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE
www.pregnancysupport-act.com

Dickson LegaL

INCORPORATING TREVOR BARKER & ASSOCIATES

General law practice –
Canberra & NSW
Three generations of service to Canberra
and the surrounding regions.

PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR – TREVOR BARKER

PH: 02 6248 8085

Second Floor, Dickson Chambers, Dickson Place
Dickson ACT 2602

TRADITIONAL
LATIN MASS

Sts Peter and Paul, Garran

Monday – Thursday – 7 am
Friday – 6 pm
Saturday – 9 am
Sunday – 11.30 am (sung)

St Thomas More, Campbell
Sunday – 8.30 am
FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320
canberraltm.blogspot.com

Family Operated since 1963
AINSLIE

FOR SALE
$749,000 CURTIN

Full brick 3 bedroom
cottage. Sunny lounge.
Ducted gas heating.
Large 1069m2 level block.
Close to local shops. Not
too far to the City.
EER 2.5

$620,000

Bright & sunny 3 bedroom
home. Modernised
bathroom. Covered rear
deck. Single garage with
large workshop to the side.
Great location in quiet loop
street close to shops.
EER 0.5

WANTED URGENTLY FOR RENTAL

Quality homes in Belconnen suburbs to satisfy
consistent enquiry.

To Let - Coast
BEAUTIFUL BROULEE - Year
round. Great family holiday home sleeps up to 10 - 100m to beach and
shops. Contact Melinda or Joyce,
telephone 4471 6444, quote this ad
and “Carey House” for a 10% dis
count off normal rates (excludes
Christmas and Easter Holidays).
BROULEE - 2-bedroom beach
cottage, fully equipped. Expansive
coastal and sea views and short stroll
to beaches. See “Beach Cottage” in
www.brouleebeachhouse.com or tel
ephone 0417 193 736.
BROULEE - Spectacular views
near beach, 6-bedroom 3-bathroom
house newly renovated. Telephone
6257 1222 www.brouleebeachhouse.
com.
CURRARONG, JERVIS BAY
Fantastic house with 6 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms and rumpus. Sleeping 14
it’s ideal for 2 families to share.
Stylishly redecorated mid 2010.
800m to beach. www.currarong
beachhouse.com.au.
MERIMBULA - Comfortable fsc
2 bedroom apartments on beautiful
Merimbula Lake. Solar heated pool,
tennis court, bbqs. Walk to town and
beach. Reasonable rates. Telephone
Matt at Lakeside 6495 1956.
MOLLYMOOK - Birchgrove
Apartments. 200m to beach, water
view, lovely quiet location opposite
reserve. Fully self contained 2 BR,
lock up garage and plenty of extra
parking and easy walk to Golf Club
and Ulladulla shops. Please tele
phone Craig or Kathy 0428 318 156
or 6230 3034.
TUROSS HEAD - “Ella May
Holiday Flats”. Renovated 2br, walk
to beach. Fully equipped. Avail all
year $400-$900 per week, weekends
available. Telephone 0414 597 619 or
6161 7793.

Darryl Taylor: Mobile 0409 625 194
Ralph Taylor Real Estate
Pty Ltd (lic. Agent)

6258 8922
Florey Shops

To Let - Queensland
BROADBEACH - In the heart
of the Gold Coast, close to Pacific
Fair, Convention Centre and much
more. Luxury, spacious, 2 bedroom
apartment with modern facilities
including pool, spa, sauna, gym,
private cinema and short walk to
beach with restaurants at your door
step. Book with the owner and save!
Telephone 0411 504 013.
NOOSA - Stylish 2bdrm fsc
townhouses by river and cafes. R/c
aircon, tennis court, BBQ, heated
pools/spas, DVD, VCR and video
library, stereo, linen, modern facili
ties. Book with owners and save. For
brochure, telephone (07) 3289 7178.
For Sale
DINING setting, formal 1970s
style, oak, oval, extendable, with 4
matching chairs and 2 carvers. Table
seats 8, comes with insert to increase
seating to 10. 182 cm long, 105 cm
wide, insert 57 cm long. Price $550
neg. Enquiries Gabrielle telephone
6281 2275 or 0400-013604 or lexi
con2@bigpond.com
KENWOOD Chef food mixer
$100, 6 months warranty. Sales,
repairs and parts for TV microwave
etc. Low prices with warranty.
Buying Kenwood parts. Trade-in or
free removal. Telephone John 6156
4009 anytime.
Tuition
SINGING - If you can talk you
can sing. Lessons make singing eas
ier. Experienced teacher. Varied
styles: classical, sacred, musicals
and popular. Telephone Rosemary
6297 2974 or 0414 228 618.
Prayers
PRAYER to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. O most beautiful flower of
Mt Carmel, fruitful vine, Splendour
of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. O Star of
the Sea, help me and show me here
thou art my Mother. O Holy Mary,

Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech thee
from the bottom of my heart to suc
cour me in my necessity (make
request). There are none that can
withstand thy power. O Mary, con
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee (three times).
Holy Mary, I place this prayer in thy
hands (three times). This prayer
must be said for three days.
(Published in this issue on behalf of
MP, DP, CP, PS and TP. Petitions
gained after saying this prayer.
PRAYER to the Blessed Virgin.
O most beautiful flower of Mt
Carmel, fruitful vine, Splendour of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. O Star of the
Sea, help me and show me herein
you are my Mother. O Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to help
me in my necessity (make your
request). There are none that can
withstand thy power. O Mary, con
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to you (three times).
Holy Mary, I place this cause in
your hands (three times). Say this
prayer for three days. E M B.
Accommodation Wanted
CATHOLIC female teacher
looking for self contained accom
modation, preferably furnished, in
the vicinity of Griffith / Queanbeyan
or surrounds. Telephone 6299 2962
or 6260 9431. Refs available.

Wanted

ST Peter Chanel’s Yarralumla needs
a free standing Hymn Board. Would
some parish who is now using an
overhead projector like to sell or
lend or donate us the Hymn Board
which is not being used? Contact
Sheila van Gent, telephone 6282
6507 or e-mail sheilavangent@big
pond.com.au.

Catholic Voice Classifieds cost $7.70 for the first 30 words, and $2.20 for
each 6 words after that. Payment by cheque or credit card.
Deadline is always 15th of the month.
Contact us at GPO Box 3089 Canberra 2601,
or e-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au
Timber Flooring SpecialiSTS
Warehouse clearance Sale
N
N
D

Hardwood timber also available
T&G Raw timber from $22/m2
- Pre-finished solid wood
- Euro Plank engineer floor
- Bamboo, laminate, plywood
- Supply & Installation
Sand and polish, buy direct and save
Free QUoTe

Unit 4/64 Heffernan St, Mitchell 2911
ph: (02) 6255 5295 mob: 0412 926 338
e-mail: dnntimberflooring@hotmail.com
*Subject to variation

The deadline for material submitted to Catholic Voice is 15th of
each month for publication on the first weekend of the next month.
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E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Contributions of news items and
photographs to the columns of Catholic
Voice are welcome. They may be sent to
the editor via e-mail at ed.voice@cg.
catholic.org.au or by post to GPO Box
3089, Canberra 2601.
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people and events

Coming
ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRA
MENT - St Benedict’s, Narrabundah,
Monday 8am-10pm, Tuesday noon-10pm,
Wednesday and Thursday 1pm-10pm and
Friday 7am- Saturday 8am.
AMICUS - Support & friendship/ social
group for widowed, separated or divorced
Catholics regular activities on second and
fourth weekends. New members welcome.
Inquiries: Len, telephone 6299 6606; Pat
6292 1631, Brian 6291 7402.
ANNUAL ROSARY PROCESSION Our Lady of Good Counsel, Cobargo,
2pm, Sunday, 23 October. Organised by
combined parish pastoral councils of
Narooma, Cobargo and Bermagui.
ARCHDIOCESAN WOMEN’S COMM
ISSION TALK - Caroline Chisholm –
Prophet of the Laity, talk by Clara Geo
ghegan, lecturer at Catholic Theological
College, Melbourne, 9am to noon, Sunday,
4 September, St Patrick’s School hall,
Gundagai. Cost $5. Inquiries: Judy Netting,
telephone 6278 4163 or 0400 766 784.
CENTERING PRAYER – 9.30am-3pm,
17-18 September, Marian Hall, St Matthew’s
Parish, Page. Two-day retreat “Coming
Alive to the Contemplative Within” led by Fr
Tom Gleeson and Annemarie Reiner from
Contemplative Living Community, Adelaide.
Retreat seating limited to 35, bookings
essential. Suggested donation $20. Bring
lunch to share. Inquiries Peter Ahern, telephone 6254 7168, e-mail peter.ahern @
bigpond.com.
DINNER DANCE – 10th anniversary
event to raise funds for FEPCOW charity
project in Sri Lanka, Philippines and PNG.
7pm-midnight, Saturday, 15 October, Italo/
Australian Club, Forrest. Tickets, inquiries:
Eric, telephone 6254 9924, Ted 6254 1919,
Margaret 6254 4048. www.fepcow.org.
GUNNING PARISH ART SHOW –
Opening with supper 7.30pm, Friday, 7
October. Open 10am-4pm, 8 and 9
October, art for sale, Devonshire teas, light
lunches. Entries for artists close 23
September. Inquiries: Maureen Hewitt, telephone 48451308.
HEALING NIGHT – 5.30pm, Friday, 23
September, St Benedict’s Church, Narra
bundah. Healing Mass followed by healing
ministry with Dr John Bonnici-Mallia, medical practitioner with powerful healing ministry. Inquiries: Telephone 6295 7879 or
0403 395 953.
HOLY
SPIRIT
SECULAR
FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY – Meets
every third Friday of month, 7.30pm, St
John Vianney’s, Waramanga. Secular
Franciscans try to follow Christ in the footsteps of St Francis. Inquiries: Frank Farrell,
telephone 6258 7645 or 0400 793 260.
LEGION OF MARY RETREAT - 5pm,
Friday, 23 September, to 2pm, Sunday, 25
September, at Redemptorist Monastery,
Galong. Theme Our Confidence in Christ
and Christ’s Confidence in Us. All welcome. Cost $220. Bookings by Monday, 12
September. Inquiries: Jacqueline Donohue,
telephone 6251 3950.
MEDITATION ON JESUS - In style of
Fr Gilbert Carlo, meets Thursdays 7.30pm,
St Thomas the Apostle, Kambah. Inquiries:
Trish Jarzynski, telephone 6231 8468.

Advertisement

Events
MINISTRY to the NEWLY MARRIED Mentoring program for newly married couples, just married or soon to be married.
Next program starts February 2012.
Inquiries: Vivien and Leigh and Debbie and
Brian 6231 3389 (h) or 0414 878 167,
e-mail: mnm@grapevine.com.au.
PADRE PIO VENERATION - St Padre
Pio’s mitten (fingerless glove) available for
veneration after 5.30 pm Healing Mass,
Friday, 9 September, St Benedict’s Church,
Narrabundah. Inquiries: Maria, telephone
6286 5679.
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP - Meets
second Friday of the month after 5.30 pm
Healing Mass, parish centre St Benedict’s
Church, Narrabundah Inquiries: Maria, telephone 6286 5679.
PATRICIANS MEETING - Catholic discussion group hosted by Legion of Mary,
2.30pm, Sunday, 28 August, O’Connor
parish hall. Topic The Effect of Media on
Faith. All welcome. Inquiries: Telephone
0403 036 990.
PUBLIC FORUM - Christians for an
Ethical Society forum, 7.30 pm, Thursday,
8 September, Australian Centre for
Christianity and Culture, Blackall St,
Barton. Topic Water, Community and Food.
Speaker Dr John Williams, Commissioner
of the NSW Natural Resources Comm
ission; and Member of the Wentworth
Group of Concerned Scientists. Donation
$5 requested. Inquiries: H McLaren, telephone 6291 4537
REUNION – Ex-students of Sisters of
St Joseph at Temora, 15 October. Inquiries:
M Mooney, telephone 6978 0740.
REUNION LUNCH –St Bernard’s
School, Batemans Bay, from 11am,
Sunday, 20 November. Celebrating 75
years since St Joseph’s School, together
with past pupils of St Bernard’s School
since1983. Bring photographs and other
memorabilia. Thanksgiving Mass 9am, followed by morning tea. $25 payable to St
Josephs Reunion, send to Maureen Law,
P O Box 56, Bateman Bay 2536. Those
needing accommodation, book early.
Inquiries: Maureen Kinross (Devine), telephone 44721282, e-mail mjk187@bigpond.com.au.
SERRA CLUB OF CANBERRA Jubilarians’ Mass and dinner. Rosary and
Mass at Holy Trinity Church, Curtin ,
6.10pm, Thursday, 8 September, followed
by dinner at The Southern Cross Club,
Woden. Inquiries: John Malycha, telephone 6251 2912.
TWILIGHT RETREAT- 8 September, at
St Benedict’s, Narrabundah. Theme is the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Starts with 5.30 Mass
then light supper, finishes 9pm. Gold coin
donation. Reply by 6 September to Mary,
telephone 0403 395 953, or Bronnie, telephone 0432 257622
WORLDWIDE
MARRIAGE
EN
COUNTER WEEKEND - For married couples, 21-23 October, Winbourne, Edmund
Rice Centre, Douglas Park, NSW. Book
ings: Telephone 4283 3435 or go to www.
wwme.org.au.

Youth visit Archbishop

ABOVE: Senior students from Marist
College, Canberra joined archdiocesan
vocations director Fr Emil Milat and
members of the CYM team on a visit to
Archbishop’s House. On arrival the
students were given a guided tour by
Archbishop Mark Coleridge. This was
followed by a barbeque lunch provided by
members of the Serra Club of Canberra.
The students joined Archbishop Coleridge
and Fr Milat for an informal discussion
before gathering for prayer in the chapel.

God’s call to be holy

How can ordinary Catholics respond to
God’s call to be holy?
Dr Rose Marie Prosser, from the Yarra
Theological Union in Melbourne, reflected on
this as well as the recent history and sociology
of the Church in gatherings at Goulburn and
Batehaven organised by the archdiocesan
Commission for Women.
Among her suggestions were to ensure there
are people around you with whom you could
share your deepest feelings, ensure there were
opportunities to read and hear about others’
journeys in life, and to be sure to make time to
pray, to dialogue heart-to-heart with God.
Ms Clara Geoghegan, lecturer at the
Catholic Theological College in Melbourne,
will talk about Caroline Chisholm, saint of the
laity, in an event hosted by the women’s com
mission at 9am on 4 September in St Patrick’s
School hall, Gundagai.

ABOVE: A group of those who attended
the Goulburn sessions are (from left,
front) Helen McCormack (Crookwell),
Sonia Burban (Canberra), Cath
Drinkwater (Goulburn), Cathy Conroy
(Goulburn) and Dr Rose Marie Prosser.
Back: Judy Netting (women’s commission
chair), Denise Fisher (Black Springs) and
Anne O’Brien (Yass).

Written entries are invited for the
October issue to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box
3089, Canberra ACT 2601, or e-mail
ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au by Thursday,
15 September. Entries which are accepted
for this section are free, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.

Sponsored by Catholic Development Fund
Ph: 6201 9870
Email: cdf@cg.catholic.org.au
E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au

Many children
struggle for food,
security and opportunities for
future hope. They
are even more
vulnerable when
drought and conflict threaten.
In Africa, Asia,
Oceania, the
Pacific or Latin
America, Catholic
Mission through
our Children’s
Mission Partner’s
Program, seeks
to bring hope
to young lives.
The generosity of those who
give provides
clean water, food,
shelter, health
and education to
children through
orphanages,
schools, health
clinics and community projects.
On a visit to Australia Sr Maureen
Elliott, a Franciscan Missionary of
Mary, said the diocese of Hawassa
in south-east
Ethiopia, where
she is working,
has a clinic and
feeding centre. It
sits on the border with Somalia
where refugees
cross because
of drought and
violence. Their
ability to respond
is crucial, despite
being an added
demand on the
clinic’s workload
and care capacity.
Contact us Kate,
Ruth or myself to
give to Children’s
Mission or to become a Children’s
Mission Partner..
God bless,
Deacon Joe
Blackwell
The Rheinberger
Centre, P O Box
7174, Yarralumla
2600. asst.mis
sions@cg.catholic.
org.au.
Tel: 6163 4321.
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world youth day, madrid

Our pilgrims on the journey

What they
had to say

TOP: Faces of our pilgrims (from left) Daniela Kesina, Marie Kesina and Carmel
Murphy, seminarian Paul Nulley and Michelle Emmett. ABOVE: Our pilgrims on
their first day in the Holy Land. LEFT: Archdiocesan pilgrim Matt Heffernan
(wearing glasses) helps carry the World Youth Day icon.
RIGHT: Archbishop Mark
Coleridge receives a prayer chain
from an Australian pilgrim after
his catechesis session. BELOW:
Fr Emil Milat (centre) with some
of the archdiocesan pilgrims.
Pictures from WYD by Beth
Doherty, Alphonsus Fok and
Grace Lu and pilgrims.

A highlight for all seems to be our
Mass in a relic boat, on the Sea of
Galilee. Reliving the blessed celebra
tion of Holy Eucharist, on the waters
that Jesus walked upon, gave us all a
chance to experience tranquillity and
peace for the soul. Belinda Milne
Standing on Mt Nebo was the first
time I really grasped and appreciated
the enormity of Moses’ journey for
the Lord. I can say with certainty it
would have taken more to convince
me that what I was looking at was the
Promised Land! Michelle Emmett
When we got to the vigil we were
all so uncomfortable from the heat.
But once we began adoration with
the Pope, it all made sense. James
Moloney
Despite the environment trying to
get the best of us, the youth of the
world proved that Jesus was at the
centre of their hearts. Nicole Blachut
During time spent in adoration
[at the Garden of Gethsemane] I was
struck by the beauty of being able to
spend time in this place of great suf
fering, knowing that Jesus felt every
emotion I feel and suffered every suf
fering and more. Erin Cassidy
Upon leaving the Tomb of Christ
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
I became aware, like never before, of
the hope and life given to us through
the power of the resurrection.
Daniela Kesina
I could only imagine how Moses
and his followers felt when they
finally saw the Promised Land – the
vastness of seeing what Moses and
the Israelites had sought for so long
was poignant. Cheryl Hamill

Pope Benedict XVI greets the crowd after arriving in Madrid.
The Brazilians who had set up camp next to the archdiocesan pilgrims.
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