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canberra and goulburn 150 years

The birth of
a diocese

In 1862, the territory beyond Goulburn had increased
in population and Archbishop Polding, of Sydney, was
under pressure from the Irish clergy and the settlers to cre-
ate a new diocese.

Finally, in November 1862, under advice from the
Archbishop, the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation
of the Faith announced the establishment of a new Diocese
of Goulburn, its boundaries defined as the territory south
of the Lachlan River to the Murray River, and to the west
of those rivers.

The first bishop appoint-
ed was Patrick Geoghegan,
then Bishop of Adelaide,
but he died in Dublin from
surgery for throat cancer
before taking up the app-
ointment.

After several nominees
were considered for Goulb-
urn and the new Armidale
dioceses refused appoint-
ments, the Irish-born pastor ;
of Berrima NSW, William & i
Lanigan (1820-1900) acc- _ o
epted office and was conse- ~ Bishop Patrick

Geoghegan

crated as the first bishop on
i
-
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9 June, 1867.

Bishops to follow were
John Gallagher, who served
from 1900 to 1923, John
Barry (1924-1937), and
Terence McGuire .

On 13 March, 1913, the
federal government named
the small settlement of
Canberra as the site for the
new national capital.

It was served as part of
the parish of Queanbeyan.
Canberra ultimately be-
came a parish of the
Goulburn diocese in 1928,
with Fr Patrick Haydon as
the pastor.

On 5 February, 1948, the
Sacred Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith
announced that the See of
the Diocese of Goulburn
was transferred to the city of
Canberra, the diocese itself
to be known as Canberra
and Goulburn, removed
from the jurisdiction of the
Archbishop of Sydney, and
raised to the rank and dig-
nity of an archiepiscopal
church and immediately
subject to the Apostolic See

The incumbent bishop of
the diocese, Terence
McGuire (1881-1957), him-
self the first Australian-born priest raised to the episcopacy
(born in Moree NSW) became the first Archbishop of the
new Archdiocese.

He retired in August 1953 and was replaced by Archbishop
Eris O’Brien, also Australian born who retired in 1966.

The archbishops who have followed have been Thomas
Cabhill, who served until 1978, Edward Clancy (1978-1983),
Francis Carroll (1983-2006) and Mark Coleridge (2006-
2012).

* A commemorative book has been produced to cele-
brate the 150th anniversary of the diocese. Sesquicentenary
1962-2012: collected documents and clergy directory was
edited by archdiocesan historian Fr Brian Maher, and is
available from the Catholic Bookshop Braddon.
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Fr Patrick Haydon, the
one and only parish

priest of Canberra.
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By Archdiocesan Administrator
Mgr John Woods

The 1929 drawings for the proposed National
Shrine of Our Lady Help of Christians on the
site of the Archbishop’s House did not translate
into reality. History is littered with what ifs.

The future of the Church is unpredictable
because it has so often been the result of the
unforeseen workings of grace.

Think of St Paul, St Augustine, St Francis of
Assisi, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, “jolly”
Pope John XXIII and his calling of the Second
Vatican Council, the election of a Polish Pope
and the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe.

Archbishop Mark was fond of say-
ing, “If you want to make God laugh,
tell him your plans.”

As we celebrate the 150th jubilee of
our Archdiocese it is appropriate that
we give thanks and commit ourselves
anew. We do as much at every Mass, on
our birthday and as a nation on Anzac
Day. So, as we celebrate our graced
past, I presume to offer some consider-
ations for a future not our own.

I begin with the perennial question: “Where is
God calling us?”

We are called to discern and to respond to
God’s will, and hence the unequivocal impor-
tance of prayer. Karl Rahner, esteemed 20th
century theologian, said that the Church of the
future would be prayerful or it would not be.

Consistent with that observation, our
Australian bishops have called us to a Year of
Grace. Last month Pope Benedict inaugurated a
Year of Faith, commemorating the blessings of
the Second Vatican Council, while conducting a
Synod on Evangelisation which is especially
reflecting on how to engage with those whose
faith commitment has abated.

Again, our Archdiocesan Assembly called us
to prayerful renewal. In short, internationally
and locally we are being called to respond to the
movement of God’s Spirit, we are being called to
prayer; to be with Jesus before we presume to act
in his name.

Question: What is my pattern of prayer and
how do I nurture it each day?

The mission of the Church is to call all peo-
ples into communion. In our diverse and multi-
cultural society some will identify with the
Church, many will not, but all will hopefully
experience the Church’s desire to dialogue and to
celebrate what it is to be human. After the model
of Jesus, dialogue must be founded on graced
awareness of one’s own dignity and recognition
of the dignity of others.

Question: What is my attitude to those of dif-
ferent cultures and beliefs?

A cynic (or a realist?) described the Year of
Grace as the Year of Disgrace in view of the
ongoing revelations about sexual abuse. The
wound of the latter under the graced balm of
honesty and justice is nurturing new awareness.
Indeed, I must address my physicality in develop-
ing my spiritual life.

At the end of a priests’ retreat I recall the sug-
gestion that some would best nurture their spir-
itual life if they went for a medical check-up and
committed to a program of exercise. Moreover,
we are formed in relationships. And yet, while we
are saturated with information about our health

A graced
past and

future

and relationships, many are increas-
ingly depressed and “dis-eased”.

Questions: Do I listen to and nurture
my body consistent with my spiritual
awareness? Am I maturing in my rela-
tionships?

Sociologist Andrew Greeley claimed
that Pope Paul VI’s 1968 Encyclical
Humanae Vitae opposing artificial
contraception heralded the unprece-
dented situation of many of the faithful
disagreeing with Church teaching while remaining
in the pews. Many do “cherry pick” as to what
they support in the Church. Pope John Paul II,
therefore, spoke of the need for “a consistent ethic
of life”. The latter addresses a “womb to tomb”
personal ethic and sense of solidarity with others
and stewardship for the environment.

Questions: What shapes my opinions and
beliefs? Do I recognise a creative interplay between
faith and science in the quest for truth and love? Do
I respect and seek to better understand Church
teaching and afford it due deference or do I simply
reduce it to one opinion amongst others?

The July commemoration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Goulburn schools strike affirmed the
unique manifestation of Catholic schools in
Australia.

Our schools are mostly full while the numbers
in our pews are mostly dwindling and aging.
Schools put forward gospel values in catering to
a broad range of faith and life experiences.
However, a sound church narrative requires that
school communities be situated within the inter-
generational and word and sacrament communi-
ty of the parish.

I raise this matter to affirm the potential of
our Catholic schools and to name what many
consider “a bridge too far”.

Question: What awareness and structural
changes do we need to ensure that all schools see
their mission arising from and leading to participa-
tion in the Eucharistic community?

We cannot have the Catholic Church without
priests and yet our priests (and deacons) are feel-
ing the burden of office. “Doing my thing” or
more often a balanced approach variously hold
sway. The latter encourages and enables the lay
faithful to exercise their baptismal and confirmed
dignity to further the communion and mission of
the Church.

Question: How do I support the human and min-
isterial needs of my clergy and how am I engaged in
the life of my parish and wider community?

As we engage with these and other points of
focus, let us be open to a few surprises as God has
not lost his sense of humour.

This special eight-page supplement in
Catholic Voice marks the beginning of the
150th jubilee year of the Archdiocese of
Canberra and Goulburn. The story of
Catholic endeavour in a unique part of
Australia is a fascinating, stirring and

Inspiring one.

This supplement does not seek to tell the
whole story nor to pay homage to the myriad
of characters and events that have gone to
make the Archdiocese what it is today.

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

"

It merely seeks to whet your appetite and to
perhaps bring back memories of what has
gone before. There is now much literature

available that can offer you answers to many

questions about our history.

Over the coming months, Catholic Voice will

seek to continue to tell the stories of the

people and communities who have set the
scene for our celebrations of a momentous

year in the life of this part of our nation.
- The Editor.

A

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au




canberra and goulburn 150 years

Fr Bill Kennedy has seen a lot of
things in more than 80 years - many of
them pivotal moments in the history of
the Archdiocese.

A blood relative of William Lanigan,
the first Bishop of Goulburn to take
office, he remembers passing through
Goulburn at the time of the famous
“school strike”, and seeing students line
up to be enrolled at the public schools.

He remembers farewelling the
Australian bishops being sent to the
Second Vatican Council. And he remem-
bers, 50 years ago, celebrating the cente-
nary of the Archdiocese and not being
sure he’d be around to see the 150th
anniversary.

Fr Kennedy grew up in the country
town of Crookwell. Along with his
brother and sister, he attended St Mary’s
Primary School and remembers his
childhood fondly.

“My father was a shopkeeper- he
was the grocer for the town,” Fr Kennedy
said. “We all had to help with the shop,
and I used to deliver the groceries
around town to everyone.

“My younger brother still lives in
Crookwell, in the house we grew up in
so I get to go back there. My sister lives
in Cronulla and I get to visit her a bit so
I’'m pretty lucky.”

After finishing at St Mary’s school,
all three children were sent to Goulburn
for further schooling. Fr Kennedy and
his brother boarded at St Patrick’s
College, while his sister went to Our
Lady of Mercy College.

He finished high school at St Pat’s as
World War 2 ended. He was 16 and
Australia was no longer at war- there
were opportunities for young men, with
employers needing to replace those who
didn’t come home from Europe and the
Pacific.

“After leaving St Pat’s I became an
officer in the Commonwealth Bank at
Yass. I was in the Commonwealth Bank
then from 1946 until 1951, until I was
21. By that time I had been moved
around a bit, and was working for the
bank in Hurstville.
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Veteran priest
as link |

with Lanigan

“And it was only then at that stage
that I decided to enter the seminary. I
saw the parish priest and talked to him
about becoming a priest.”

Fr Kennedy then entered the semi-
nary and dedicated his life to service.
When the time came for his ordination,
he ended up back in his hometown and
the church of his childhood.

“And it so happened that I was
ordained in St Mary’s, the church in
which I was baptised, on 16th July 1960
- my 30th birthday. Then I said my first
Mass in that church after I was ordained.

“I’ve actually received all of the sac-
raments in that same church in
Crookwell. T was baptised there, I had
my first communion and reconciliation,
I was confirmed there and I've been
anointed there for the healing of the
sick. So that church is quite special to
me.”

After ordination, Fr Kennedy had a
number of appointments in the
Archdiocese. He was originally placed
at Braddon, before serving in country
parishes such as Young, Murrumburrah,
Cootamundra and Braidwood before
going to Kambah parish.

“They had just established the par-
ish- it was the first one in the
Tuggeranong Valley- and I actually got
to name the parish,” he said. “I chose St
Thomas the Apostle.
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ABOVE: The morning after the fire in 2007 in St Joseph’s Church, O’Connor.
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RIGHT: William (
Lanigan, the pioneer |
bishop of Goulburn |
from 1867 to 1900.

LEFT: Fr William
Patrick Kennedy,
a blood relative of
Bishop Lanigan,
and current parish
priest of O’Connor.

The Catholic Development Fund (CDF)

The CDF was established on

1 January 1987 as an amalgamation
of the separate Provident Funds

of Canberra and Goulburn. As an
agency of the Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
the CDF operates under the authority
of the Trustees of the Archdiocese.

In effect the CDF is the archdiocesan
treasury seeking deposits and making loans
for the benefit of the Church. Whilst the
greatest portion of deposits with the CDF is
from schools, parishes and archdiocesan
agencies some 3% is deposited by
parishioners who wish to support the

work of the Church by investing with the
CDF. At the time of investing with the CDF
parishioners are made aware that the CDF
is not subject to the normal requirement

to have a prospectus and a trust deed
under the Corporation Law and that it is not
subject to the provision of the Corporation
Act 2001 nor examined or approved by
the Australian Securities & Investments
Commission. That said, investments with
the CDF are guaranteed by the archbishop
and, the majority of CDF funds are lent to
Catholic organisations for the building of

schools, parish facilities and age and health
care enterprises.

At the end of August 2012 the CDF had
$160M out on loan. Of this amount: $25M
was for school projects; $3.2M was for
archdiocesan projects; $60M was for aged
care projects; $50M was for health care
projects and $17.6M was to other dioceses.
The remaining funds are on deposit with the
large banks and accessible for the payment
of salaries and other works.

At the end of 2012 the CDF Board will
return $2.2M to the archdiocese with

a further $2.2M being added to the

CDF reserves. The distribution to the
archdioceses constitutes around 85% of
the annual cost of archdiocesan services.
In other words the archdiocese is heavily
dependent on the CDF. This is not the
situation in many other dioceses that have
been long established and have other
sources of income.

Along with the Catholic Voice the CDF
has been building our church community
for more than twenty years. The CDF is
pleased to support the Catholic Voice in
celebrating 150 years of the Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn.

7 CDF

Catholic Development Fund
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Canberra and Goulburn: our diocese
yesterday, today and tomorrow

By John Warhurst

The Archdiocese is defined by the
presence within it of the federal capital
which, 50 years younger, will celebrate its
centenary next year. This means that it is
very different now to when it was the
rural diocese of Goulburn. But it also
means that the future will bring more
change as Canberra continues to grow.

What has changed about the diocese
and what is distinctive?

A number of changes have occurred
across the whole Australian church. Like
elsewhere the Canberra-Goulburn church
is no longer an Irish-Australian church.
It has been invigorated by immigration.
Almost a quarter of overseas-born
Australians are Catholic.

Not only has the church been trans-
formed by the post-war migration which
brought European migrants from Italy
and the former Yugoslavia as well as
many other East European nations, but it
is also in the process of being changed by
the subsequent immigration of Asian
and South Asian Catholics. This means
Vietnamese and Indian Catholics are
becoming much more prominent in our
church.

The same is true of Catholics from
Latin America. Such immigrants have
already changed the Catholic culture and
style of the Archdiocese and will do so
even more in the future. A recent example
was the ceremonies celebrated by the
local Indian, Spanish and Vietnamese
Catholic communities to venerate the
relic of St Francis Xavier.

That Irish-Australian church also had
distinctive politics because of its links
with the Australian Labor Party. This
situation has changed too as, on issues
like education funding, the coalition par-
ties have built new alliances with the
church. This is reflected in the character
of the local political parties. The Liberal
Party in Canberra, for instance, now has
a more distinctly Catholic representation
in the ACT Legislative Assembly than
the other major parties.

In fact, there is no typical Catholic
any more. Every social and political

annual Galong Marian procession.

tenAdency is represented within the local
church from one extreme to the other.
Catholics are active in the public and
private sectors, business and trade unions,
social movements and lobby groups of
many different persuasions.
Furthermore, the growing diplomatic
and university character of Canberra,
largely over the past 60 years, has made

the church in the diocese much more
multicultural than it otherwise would
have been.

Many diplomats are from Catholic
countries as are many university stu-
dents. It has made Canberra more of a
multi-faith community as the Islamic
and Hindu communities have swelled in
numbers.

A Syro-Malabar rite Mass celebrated at St Peter Chanel Church, Yarralumla.
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Canberra is also a distinctively secular
city. Across Australia, Catholicism is the
largest group and makes up more than a
quarter of the population. Not only are
Catholics easily the largest denomina-
tion, as Anglicans and Uniting Church
membership is shrinking, they also out-
number those without religious beliefs.
But that is not true in what has been
called Godless Canberra, where the non-
believers outnumber Catholics.

Since the origins of the Archdiocese
150 years ago Australia has federated and
become more a more unified nation. The
Archdiocese is the only cross-border dio-
cese in Australia and this brings with it
complications in service delivery. Our
capital city, Canberra, is the centre of
national institutions: parliament, govern-
ment, judiciary (the High Court) and the
bureaucracy. Inevitably this means that
Catholics who come to Canberra to serve
in these institutions enliven the local
church.

St Christopher’s Cathedral is able to
boast that four prime ministers, James
Scullin, Joe Lyons, Francis Forde and
Ben Chifley, have worshipped there as
parishioners. The same is true of many
less well-known Catholic bureaucrats
and ministerial staff.

As is the modern way the national
church has joined other non-government
organizations in becoming organized in
Canberra. This includes not just the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
secretariat in Braddon and related agen-
cies dealing with matters such immigra-
tion, but also the big national offices
representing Catholic education (Nation-
al Catholic Education Commission),
Catholic hospitals and aged care (Cath-
olic Health Australia) and Catholic wel-
fare agencies (Catholic Social Services
Australia). The Australian Catholic
University is represented too, at Watson.

At the moment, and for the foreseea-
ble future, the Archdiocese is ranked in
seniority behind the five big metropolitan
archdioceses. It probably stands equal to
Hobart and perhaps urban dioceses like
Parramatta. Leadership of Canberra-
Goulburn has been seen as a stepping
stone to more senior appointments for its
archbishops, as in the case of Archbishop
Edward Cardinal Clancy to Sydney and
Archbishop Mark Coleridge to Brisbane.
Archbishop Francis Carroll served as
president of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference.

The future of Canberra is the key to
the future of the Archdiocese. The city
will continue to grow and with that
growth there will further impact on the
character and organisation of the local
church. There will be an ever-larger com-
muter belt around Canberra in NSW.

The Archdiocese may become more
urban, multicultural and, if Australian
trends continue, more secular over the
next 50 to 150 years. Over time Canberra
may become more like Washington in the
US rather than suffering relative neglect
from other Australians. Such a develop-
ment may lead the Archdiocese in the
longer term to become an even greater
centre of national Catholic intellectual
life than is currently the case.

* John Warhurst is an Emeritus
Professor of Political Science at the
Australian National University.

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au
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Funding cuts to hurt schools

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese
face the prospect of stringent belt-
tightening and increased school fees,
the Catholic Education Office has
warned. In an article in the CEO
Bulletin head of finance and planning
Mr John Barker said there was “a
great deal of uncertainty” about future
funding of Catholic education. Here is
the text of the article.

On 3 September 2012, the Prime
Minister, Julia Gillard, delivered her
education reform package “Better
Schools: A National Plan for School
Improvement” as a response to the
Gonski Review of School Funding.

The Prime Minister stated that
improving schools will be achieved by
lifting teacher quality, giving more
power to principals and more informa-
tion to parents.

The speech did not provide any detail
about the reforms or their funding.

However, some features of the pro-
posed new school funding model include:

*  Government funding provided
to non-government schools would be
adjusted based on parents’ capacity to
contribute.

* New indexation arrangements
would apply that reflect real cost
increases across all schools (rather than
just government schools under the cur-
rent arrangement).

*+  Every school would see its
funding rise every year.

The Government indicated its com-
mitment to work with the States and
non-government sectors to achieve the
reforms with a view to introducing legis-
lation by the end of 2012 to enshrine the
core principles of the reform package.

It will also work with the States to
develop a funding package for the
reforms with the expectation of finding
an additional $6.5 billion.

The following day, senior officials
from the NSW Catholic Education
Commission and Association of
Independent Schools were called to a
meeting with the NSW Education
Minister to be advised that the pool of
funds for grants to NSW non-govern-
ment schools would be cut by $67m from
2013.

A campaign of protest was immedi-
ately organised involving bishops,
priests, CEOs, principals and parents.

As a result, the NSW Cabinet decid-
ed that grant funding would be frozen at
2012-13 levels for the next four years
rather than an immediate cash reduc-
tion.

The estimated cost to the NSW non-
government sector is $116m over the
period.

Cuts were also made to the NSW
government school sector.

The NSW Government decision will
impact on the budget for our NSW
schools in the Archdiocese from 2013.

However, the indirect cost could be
far more substantial and will impact on
all our Archdiocesan schools.

The Queensland, Victorian and
Tasmanian Governments have recently
imposed similar cuts to their education
budgets as has occurred in NSW.

These States represent a significant
proportion of the school population in
the country.

Supplementation on Commonwealth
funding is currently based on State
Government education expenses.

Therefore, any reduction in spending
by the States will reduce Commonwealth
supplementation to non-government
schools.

Indexation is essential to fund gen-
eral cost of living increases in schools,
but more importantly, it funds salary
increases for teachers and staff.

So we are left with a great deal of
uncertainty about the future funding of
Catholic education.

What is certain is that Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese of Canberra
and Goulburn are facing the immediate
prospect of substantial Government
funding cuts that can only be offset by
stringent belt tightening, increased
school fees or both.

ADDED PEACE-OF-MIND

Switch your comprehensive car insurance
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before 30 November 2012 and receive
FREE roadside assistance membership”.

Australia-wide, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week absolutely FREE.
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Jubilee Mass
in Goulburn

There will be many reminders of
yesteryear as Catholics gather in Goul-
burn this month for a Mass to mark the
150th jubilee of the Archdiocese of
Canberra and Goulburn.

About 500 people, some dressed in
period costume, are expected to attend
the Mass at 5pm on Saturday, 17
November, in a marquee at Riversdale,
now a National Trust of Australia
property. Stables on the property were
the site of the first Mass in the region.

Among those on the guest list are
Cardinal George Pell, former archbishops
Cardinal Edward Clancy and Archbishop
Francis Carroll, Bishop Pat Power, Bishop
Gerard Hanna, of Wagga Wagga, and
local political and civic leaders. Arch-
bishop Mark Coleridge is unavailable.

Goulburn parish priest and chair-
man of the Archdiocese’s jubilee com-
mittee Fr Dermid McDermott said all
archdiocesan parishes were being asked
to mark the occasion by using the same
Mass readings, Eucharistic prayer and
prayers of the faithful that weekend.

All parishioners in the Archdiocese
are welcome to attend. A barbeque
will be held after Mass. On that week-
end, one other Mass will be celebrated
in Goulburn, at 10am on Sunday in
the Old Cathedral. There will be no
Mass at Taralga and Braidwood.

Catholic Church

Insurances
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An historic moment of grace

When he planned a two-
week holiday in Italy, Bishop
Pat Power overlooked that 11
October marked the 50th anni-
versary of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council. So on
that day he travelled by train
from Spoleto in Umbria to
Rome. He writes:

The historic occasion was
marked by a Mass celebrated in
St Peter’s Square by Pope
Benedict XVI with hundreds of
bishops, many of whom were in
Rome for the Synod of Bishops.
Australia was represented by
Archbishop Denis Hart, presi-
dent of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, and Card-
inal George Pell, Archbishop
Timothy Costelloe and Bishop
Christopher Prowse who were
participating in the Synod.

The only clerical attire I had
was a blue clerical shirt, so I did
not concelebrate, but happily sat
among the People of God for
the celebration of the Mass.

A week earlier, I had prayed
at the tomb of Pope John XXIII
in St Peter’s Basilica and was

moved to tears as I contemplat-
ed the great contribution he and
Vatican II had made to the life
of the Church and its impact on
the contemporary world.

Before Mass, I had a chance
meeting with Australian, Devett
O’Brien, international secretary
of the Young Christian Students
movement. That reminded me
of the influence on Vatican II of
Joseph Cardijn, founder of the
Young Christian Workers. The
YCW method of see, judge and
act is very much in harmony
with John XXIII’s call for us all
to “read the signs of the times”.

Pope Benedict used the 50th
anniversary of Vatican II as the
occasion for the inauguration of
the Year of Faith. He called for a
renewed study of the council
documents to better understand
Vatican II’s significance for today.
Present at the Mass and given
prominence close to the Pope
were Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams and Orthodox
Patriarch of Constantinople Bar-
tholomew 1.

The previous day, Archbishop
Williams, a few months before
his retirement, became the first
Archbishop of Canterbury to
address a Synod of Bishops in
Rome. In a major speech, he
spoke of Vatican II's crucial
impact on the ecumenical move-
ment and of the opportunity it
gave to the Church to bring the
message of Christ to the contem-
porary world in a way which
made sense to believers and
unbelievers alike. “Today espe-
cially we cannot forget that great
gathering which did so much for
the health of the Church and

helped the Church to recover so
much of the energy needed to
proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ effectively in our
age,” he said. At the end of the
Mass, Patriarch Bartholomew
reflected on the Vatican Council’s
impact on the life of the Church
and of the world.

On the train trip from Spoleto
to Rome and back, I read from
the newly published book,
“Speaking to the Heart” contain-
ing some of the reflected wisdom
of recently deceased Cardinal
Carlo Maria Martini. Although
not treating directly of Vatican

11, the book is taken from a series
in which the Cardinal addresses
questions posed by readers. They
are touching examples of Vatican
II’s plea for the Church to be in
conversation with today’s world
with all its complex questions.

During Mass, I was conscious
of the parts played at the Council
by Australian bishops, Thomas
Cabhill, Guilford Young, Francis
Rush and others, and what they
did subsequently to help imple-
ment Vatican II as part of the life
of the Church in Australia.

I recalled Kevin Barry-Cotter,
at that time a student priest in
Rome, and many others who had
witnessed the historic events of
11 October, 1962. A young
Wagga priest, Francis Carroll,
was also absorbed in it all. I felt
privileged to have experienced an
historic moment of grace and I
had hope in my heart for a new
flowering of Vatican II which
would more clearly enable the
Church to show its best self in
witnessing to the love of God
and showing the face of Jesus to
a world hungering for meaning.

14,000 Seminarians need your help'

The pmmutmn of priestly formation is one of the highest
priorities of the Catholic charity Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN).

Each year ACM assists with the training of over 14,000
seminarians worldwide, The African continent, for
instance, unlike many Western countries, is witnessing a
lively flow of new vocations in the seminaries.

But this good news is tempered by the fact that many
dioceses in Africa lack the necessary financial resources to
be able to accept all the candidates they consider suitable
and who will be needed in the diocese.

Vocations are also lost due to the lack of space in
overcrowded seminaries. Today one seminarian in every
five comes from the continent of Africa. By now African
missionaries travel all over the world, proclaiming the
Good Mews. But the Church in Africa, though so rich in
vocations, still shares the material poverty of her faithful.
As a result, numerous seminaries all over Africa need your
support.

These young African men who have responded to the call
to the priesthood can infect us also with the strength and
enthusiasm of their faith. The words of Pope Benedict -
“The Church is young!” — apply especially to Africa. We
must not allow these young men, who have chosen to
give their lives to God, to be turned away because there
is insufficient money to train them. They are the future of
Christ's Holy Catholic Church.

The average grant ACN gives to a seminarian is $500 - but
whatever you can afford will be enormously appreciated.
ACN forwards the donations directly to a local bishop or
to the rectors of the seminaries. You can be assured of
their prayers both now and when they come to offer the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

A beautiful Eucharistic rosary designed by the Vatican
rosary makers will be sent out to all those who give a
donation of $15.00 or more to support this cause and tick
the box below.

Send to: Aid to the Church in Need, PO Box 7246 Baulkham Hills NSW 2153
Phone/Fax No: (02) 92679=-1929 E-malil: infoi@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org

The centre piece of the Eucharistic rosary, designed by the
Vatican Rosary Makers, features the hands of the priest
during the Consecration, with the reverse side beautifully
depicting the Merciful Jesus by Sr Faustina Kowalska. The

crucified Christ on the grapevine takes inspiration from
the Gospel story where Christ says “The harvest is plentiful,
but the labourers are few",

IWe enclose %.................. 10 support the training of future priests.

| enclose a cheque/money order payable to Ald to the Church in Need
or please debit my Visa or Mastercard Cutholie Visice

LLDH DHoD oogo fotd

Exp. Date !
ALGCH LETTERS PLEASE
LT LT R

Lo L= =

The Eucharistic rosary designed by the
Vatican rosary makers will be sent out to
all those who give a donation of $15 or
maore and tick this box.

Aid to the Church in Need ...

a Catholic charity dependent on the Holy See, providing pastoral relief to needy and oppressed Churches

Irish pioneer dies

The last of a large group of post-war Irish
missionary priests serving in the Archdiocese has
died. Fr Joe Staunton, whose first appointment
was as assistant priest at Goulburn in 1948, died
in Goulburn District Hospital. He was 88.

The funeral Mass for Fr Staunton was held at
St Christopher’s Cathedral and he was buried in

Woden cemetery. His brother, Fr Jim Staunton,

from Melbourne, was principal celebrant.

Fr Staunton also served at Gundagai,
Temora, Yass, Gunning, Ungarie, Binalong,
Cobargo, Bega, Crookwell, Red Hill and Farrer
before retiring in 1990.
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Student Accommodation
available in Canberra

Looking for homely, affordable tertiary
accommodation in the heart of Canberra?

MacKillop House offers 38 female students fully-catered
housing in a safe and friendly atmosphere, with modern
facilities, close to various tertiary institutions. Set on a
large block in the quiet inner north suburb of Lyneham,
MacKillop House is an ideal environment for settling into
university and city life.

Applications are now being
taken for 2013.
For more information or to

arrange a tour, contact Lisa
Goodisson on (02) 6249 6182

MacKillop House

50 Archibald St Lyneham
Canberra ACT 2602

Email mhact@tpg.com.au
www.mackillophouse.org.au
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In 2002, Young parish priest
Fr Richard Thompson was a
navy chaplain in Bali when, on
10 October, so many lives were
changed forever. He was invit-
ed back on the 10th anniver-
sary of the Bali bombings.

I did not take the decision to
accept the invitation to return
to Bali lightly because nothing
to do with the tragedy of 10
October, 2002, is light. Even 10
years on I still possessed an
apprehension. News headlines
tell me that my apprehension is
well founded.

My role in the aftermath of
the bombings was an extension
of my duty as a priest, a then
navy chaplain, and an Australian.
My task was to comfort, to give
hope, to absorb anger, to hold
tight and to help some let go.

Ten years on I find I am still
doing the same things, but now
without the navy uniform. I
thought a lot had changed in
my life, but now I find that only
some things on the outside have
changed. It seems I had just lost
the uniform while the things it
covered up were as dynamic
and unique as they had ever
been. I am sensing a feeling of
thriving now, rather than just
surviving.

I had asked not to be in
charge of the 10th anniversary
memorial service, but I was pre-

Catholic Bookshop celebrates Advent and Christmas

Spcaals on our beautiful Natnvntlcs and Chrlstmas Fuddmgs
you will receive 25% off the markccl Prncc

Return to Bali

pared to be of any practlcal assis-
tance that the organisers thought
they might like to use me for. I
felt more comfortable this time in
the wings than on the main stage.
This turned out be a good move
as I was free to mix with families
before and after the service with-
out being anchored to the organ-
ising team.

My highlight on the sideline
was to meet up again with
Lynn, mother of Charmaine.
Lynn and I met on the plane to
Bali in 2002. I promised then
that I would do what I could to
help bring her daughter home. I
felt I failed her then, as
Charmaine’s body was eventu-
ally repatriated to Australia,
but today I felt that Charmaine
had reintroduced me to an old
friend, her mother.

I met up with Jason who
had met his now wife at the Sari
Club four years before. Jason
was in the club at the time of
the explosion and sadly lost his
two best friends. Jason had
never spoken to anyone who
was actually at the club. I was
now able to introduce him to
Trent, the young man who
dragged Jason from the club,

3 Daybreaks

$2.95

A PPROACH NG
CHRISTAMAS

Our Silver
Cherub plaque
a special gift

$365.95

Approaching
¢ Christmas

TOP: Fr Richard Thompson with Hlndu Moslem, Buddhlst
and Protestant religious leaders in Bali. ABOVE: Tributes

left at the bomb site.

and saved him from having his
leg amputated. I left them
together with their tears, hugs
and the support of their fami-
lies. I felt I did not need to be
present for any more of their

Florentine Nativity
set with twelve pieces

reunion because I was not at
the club for the explosion.

I was able to talk with the
Australian Foreign Affairs
team I worked with during my
weeks working in the morgue.

Many of them had never caught
up either, let alone reflected
together on their experiences
after the bombings. We had a
lot in common and as masks
were dropped we were able to
wipe each other’s tears.

Priesthood is not the sole
property of the ordained, I
once again realised.

The memorial service was
not held at the bomb site. At
the bomb site, “Ground Zero”,
I felt my emotions kept me
from being much help to many
others.

This was deeply personal for
me and my only weapon and
solace came through real prayer.
That may sound so pious to
those who do not know me, but
I prayed for all those who died,
suffered, lost their families, the
locals who lost their livelihoods!
And I prayed for myself and
remembered all those who pray
for me.

Just writing this now causes
my eyes to water, but once again
I realise my priesthood is not
my property.

I finish my morning (and
this reflection) with the closing
words of The Benedictus echo-
ing loudly:

“He will give light to those
in darkness, those who dwell in
the shadow of death, and guide
us into the ways of peace.”

-
r y |
The Advent candles
have just arrived with plenty
of time to make that wreath,
there is also a selection of

white and beeswax candles
in various siges.

We have many b’f
rosaries, prices 7.
start at $1 ﬁ
Swarovski &
Silver rosary
beads

top of the range
$179.95
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Valiant

a centenary of canberra’s catholics

womail

who stands tall
in our history

When Margaret Lyons died aged 92 in
1998, she failed to reach the new millen-
nium, but she and the other members of
her Morrison family were an integral
part of the history of Canberra, whose
centenary we are about to celebrate.

Margaret’s husband, Les Lyons, writ-
ing in the Canberra Historical Journal in
September 1974 details the Morrison fam-
ily’s place in Canberra’s history. Margaret’s
parents, John and Elizabeth, built up the
well-known station property of “Tralee”.

Margaret was the third of 10 children,
the eldest of whom, Isabel, was to become
Sr Mary Stanislaus in the Sisters of
Mercy. The oldest and the youngest sons,
John and Vivian, were to become notable
priests in the Archdiocese of Canberra
and Goulburn.

Three of Margaret’s brothers, Ed-
mund, Francis and Patrick died in acci-
dents on the land while twin brothers,
Bernard and Leo, were prominent local
identities. If Margaret’s younger sister
Clare were still alive, her claim to fame
would be in her being the grandmother
of Michael Maguire, the successful coach
of the South Sydney Rabbitohs. (A little
irony, there, as Michael’s forebears spent
a deal of time hunting rabbits!).

Frank Boyle gave the eulogy at the
funeral of Margaret Lyons. He spoke of
Margaret being born in 1905 at Bulga
Creek when her parents were living in a
slab hut at “The Angle” some distance
from Tharwa. Frank goes on to relate how
her rich life unfolded: “Margaret’s earliest
years were spent in the bush at ‘The
Angle’. One story Margaret was fond of
telling was how her little mother used to
wrap all the young children tightly in one
blanket to sleep in order to protect them
from brown snakes which were abundant.
Imagine the excitement of a trip to
Queanbeyan by horse and buggy.

“When the growing family moved to
‘Old Tralee’, Margaret soon joined her
sister and brother at Tuggeranong
School. The teacher during the years
1902 to 1927 was Frank McGee whose
wife, Mary, was Margaret’s aunty. As a
teenager Margaret became an accom-
plished horsewoman, and had many rib-
bons to attest to this.

“She accompanied her father to
sheepdog trials, learnt how to keep bees
(her mother was an expert beekeeper),

7CDF

Catholic Development Fund
Canberra and Goulburn

helped cook for the shearers, and, most
importantly, helped to raise her twin
brothers who were 16 years her junior. In
later life, Margaret became a keen bowl-
er. However, her greatest and abiding
interest was her own family and garden.

“Leslie Dennis Lyons moved to
Canberra with the location of the Federal
Government in 1927. Les was a senior
public servant in the Attorney General’s
Department, the rare owner of a motor
car, who, with other public servants at the
time, were invited to ‘Tralee’ after Mass
on Sunday for ‘tennis and music’. Les’
interests obviously went beyond tennis
and music — he and Margaret were mar-
ried on 15 August, 1929, at St Gregory’s
Church, Queanbeyan by Fr PO’Riordan.”

Les and Margaret were blessed with
five children, John, Basil, Edward (who
died in infancy), Margaret and Leslie. |
remember Les Jnr as one of the “big boys”
when St Edmund’s College opened in
1954. He is pictured in the “First Fifteen”
along with his cousin, Ted Maguire. He is
also recorded as receiving the history and
the economics prizes for his year.

Both Frank Boyle and Mgr Alexander
McGilvray (writing in “The Hallowed
High Adventure”) recount the active part
which Les and Margaret Lyons played
under the leadership of Mgr Patrick
Haydon, in the burgeoning St
Christopher’s Parish. Frank writes of
Margaret riding her horse to the building
site of the Prime Minister’s Lodge, selling
raffle tickets to the workmen to raise
funds to build St Christopher’s Church
which was opened in 1939 and would be
extended to become St Christopher’s
Cathedral in 1973.

In the eulogy at Margaret’s funeral
Mass in 1998, Frank Boyle noted that
Les had died in 1979 after 50 years of
marriage to Margaret. He pointed out
how the Morrison-Lyons story was very
much entwined with the early history of
St Christopher’s parish.

“Margaret was an active member in
the Catholic Women’s League, serving as
president in the early years of the parish,
and for some 11 years ran the piety stall
after Mass every Sunday. The bell tower
and the bells of St Christopher’s
Cathedral are the result of a bequest
from the Morrison family. The bells are
named ‘John’ and ‘Mary’ after Margaret’s

In the 20th in a series of portraits
of significant Catholics of the
national capital, Bishop Pat Power
pays tribute to Margaret Elizabeth
Lyons and other members of the

Morrison family

Pl
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ABOVE: Margaret (far right) with her sisters Isabel and Clare at the Cotter
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in 1920s. BELOW: Family group on Tralee verandah. Margaret with her
husband Les on right holding first born baby John.

parents. Les was an active choir member
and many a function and sing along were
held at ‘Loretto’.”

As a young priest in the St Christo-
pher’s parish in thel960s, I was often
welcomed into the Lyons family home in
Bougainville Street not far from St
Christopher’s. I enjoyed Les’ wit and wis-
dom and was the grateful recipient of
Margaret’s hospitality. We didn’t use the
word feisty in those days, but it would
aptly describe Margaret today. I remem-
ber, too, the admiration I had for her
caring for her brother, Fr Vivian
Morrison, when he was going through a
rough patch. From Frank Boyle’s eulogy,
it is clear that Margaret would have

enjoyed the current build-up to Canberra’s
centenary.

“Margaret had an encyclopaedic
knowledge of early Canberra and a will-
ingness to share that knowledge and her
memorabilia with one and all. Recent his-
torians were constantly on her doorstep
and were always welcome. She had a great
love of her garden through all the seasons
and took great pleasure in growing things
and sharing them with one and all.”

Margaret Lyons, is surely now stand-
ing tall among the valiant women de-
scribed in the scriptures. Canberra’s his-
tory is the richer for her being a signifi-
cant part of it.

Building the Church
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New deacon ordained

Former Marist Bro-
thers student Paul Null-
ey took another step
towards  priesthood
when he was ordained |
deacon by Bishop Max
Davisin St Christopher’s
Cathedral in front of a
large congregation and
many priests and dea-
cons. Bishop Davis
(right) lays hands on
the head of the new |
deacon.

Twelve months of hard
work in Canberra have
paid off for Sr Emma, a
member of the Order of
Daughters of Our Lady of
the Holy Rosary, in
Vietnam.

Supported
Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Kambah, she has
achieved a standard of
English that will enable her
to undertake theological
studies through Australian
Catholic University.

Sr Emma hopes to
achieve a Bachelor of
Theology which will give
her the opportunity to
help train other sisters in
Vietnam and through
them bring the word of the
Gospel to many more.

Kambah parish priest
Fr Peter My said Sr
Emma’s order was particu-
larly active serving the
church in Vietnam and
was growing in numbers
and support.

m—
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by St

Sr Emma

“The sisters participate
in the work of evangeliza-
tion and are involved in
teaching ministries, youth
support, family services,
parish ministry, nursing
and community support.”
He said.

“However, despite their
best efforts there is a press-
ing need for members of
their order to draw on
higher qualifications than
is normally available to
them. Such qualifications
are very difficult to obtain
within ~ Vietnam. The
Catholic communities of

Vietnam hunger for the
word of God and that it is
though the auspices of
willing servants, like Sr
Emma, that a new world
of understanding and
truth can be opened to
them.

“It is through the gen-
erosity of willing servants
in Australia that this work
can proceed.

“We hope that there
may be groups or individu-
als in our archdiocese who
might find it in their hearts
to help fund Sr Emma’s
studies and, in turn, reach
out to the Catholics of
Vietnam.”

To enable Sr Emma to
continue her studies she
needs financial support. A
three-year Bachelor of
Theology course costs
$20,000 a year.

Anyone who wants to
help Sr Emma may call Fr
My, telephone 0411 328
077 or Kambah parish
office 6231 9219.

e
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SEMINAR: LEARN HOW YOU COULD PAY

0% TAX

ON INVESTMENT EARNINGS*

Book your FREE retirement planning seminar where you can learn

ALISTRALIAN
CATHOLI

MIPERANNLATION
RETIEEMENT
FLNix

how to optimise your retirement savings. *Members aged 55+ and
still working could potentially save tax with an allocated pension.

‘Retirement Planning & Allocated Pension’
seminars will cover topics such as:

* Transition to retirement strategies

* Optimising your super contributions
+ Managing market risk ... and more

DATES AND VENUES
ARE AVAILABLE ON
OUR NEW WEBSITE

REGISTER ONLINE AT
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he Annual Appeal in support of our Archdiocesan retired priests
was launched on the Father’s Day weekend in September and
already the response from donors had been encouraging.

Chairman of the Foundation, Fr Tom Thornton, and the Board of
Managers convey their thanks to the catholic lay faithful from right

Fete 2012

around the Archdiocese, for their support of this most important
Saturday fund raising appeal. All funds raised directly assist the work of the
10th November Foundation in caring for archdiocesan clergy.

The Appeal is still open so please consider completing the coupon

Ca rmehte MonaSter Y Fr Brian Maher, retired priest of the Archdiocese.

g 7k below if you have not already made a donation.
285 Mugga Way,RedHill ¥ o o o e e e e e e e e e Y M oo 4
9.30am -2.00 pm X ! YES | WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST THE FOUNDATION WITH A DONATION !
I My donation is: [J 1 would like to become a regular donor. I
Books, Garden Stall, Bric-a- Brac, Cakes, | 1825 [1 850 [ $100 [ OtherS$.....cccceveeneunenen ’F\’/Ileciilchsorge my credit card. |
3 ) All d ti 2 tax deductibl OIS SE—————
Monastique Skin Care ,Chocolate Wheel, Tombola, Al donations over $2 are fax deductiole ) . . I
First name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Rev): [J Please send me information on remembering I
% Fancy Goods and lots more. 1 The Clergy Retirement Foundation in my will.
5 | Surname: [0 Cheque (payable to Clergy Retirement |
*  Christmas Hamper Raffle | RGOS Founcaion) or !
Parmit No ACT ~R12/00081 {; Town/Suburb: Charge my Credit Card :
ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP AT THE FETE: e oo OMasterCard  CVisa
Please contact Carmelite Monastery 6295 3805. | T ——m Card Number: !
b IPhone .................................................................................. |||||||||||||||||||||
* * * | Donations may be sent to: |
* * The Clergy Retirement Foundation, GPO Box 3089, Expiry Date: ..... ... Jo
* * | Canberra ACT 2601 or fax Donations to: 02 6257 7410
|

email enquiries o kevin.croker@cg.catholic.org.au Signature:

FDA2012
Thank you for your help in providing for the care of our sick and retired priests of the Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
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Election hopefuls have their say on social justice

“Canberra’s Catholics can
be timid. But why should we
be?” Canberra Catholics Vote
website roused many to come
into the public square in the
lead-up to the ACT election to
examine candidates’ responses
on a range of social justice
issues.

Twenty candidates faced the
public at the Curtin parish cen-
tre to present their views on
how government should address

Advertisement
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Gerard Heffernan

SVR to move
further from
RBA rate

The large gap between
variable mortgage rates and
the Reserve Bank’s cash rate
is unlikely to shrink any time
soon, new research suggests.

RP Data said in one of its
latest research blog that up
until December 2007, the dif-
ference between variable
mortgage rates and the
Reserve Bank’s cash rate was
180 basis points, a gap which
hardly changed between 1997
and 2007.

Since the onset of the
GFC the only consistency
between the variable mort-
gage rate and the cash rate
has been a widening gap
which reached a highpoint in
October of this year at 335
basis points which is app-
roaching double what the his-
toric norm used to be.

We are continuing to see
lenders only pass on a por-
tion of the RBA’s rate reduc-
tion. In October the .25%
reduction in the cash rate
meant approx .20% reduc-
tion in home loan rates. This
trend is tipped to continue!

If nothing else, it’s a
good idea to check what
you’re being charged and
keep the BANKS honest!

Gerard Heffernan

02 62607880
0402 026 246

ghetiffenandco.com
www.tiffenandco.com

23 Jardine Street,
Kingston ACT 2604

TIFFEN & CO

™
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the needs of the vulnerable and
marginalised in society.

Under the control of ABC
presenter Ms Genevieve Jacobs,
candidates responded to ques-
tions from the public ranging
across issues affecting the vul-
nerable. Ms Jacobs opened the
forum by inviting the three
major party leaders to speak
and take questions before invit-
ing questions from the floor.

“Please make your ques-
tions ...questions — not state-

Colourful performance

The senior choir from St John the Apostle
Primary School, Florey, (right) took to the stage
to perform at Floriade in Canberra.

The children shared six songs with the audience.
The choir, conducted by Catherine Braybon, a
volunteer parent and co-ordinated by Sue Fisher,
the Year 4 teacher, displayed excellent singing

and performance skills.

After their performance on Stage 88 in
Commonwealth Park the children enjoyed taking

in the sights of Floriade.

Schools around the Arch-
diocese held a book swap to
mark Indigenous Literacy
Day. All money was donated
to the Indigenous Literacy
Foundation.

St Clare of Assisi Primary
School, Conder, raised more

Syro-Malabar cardi
The Major Archbishop of

Church, Cardinal George Alencherry, will visit Canberra on 1
December as part of the first pastoral visit by the head of the
Church to members in Australia. He will celebrate a high
Mass in St Christopher’s Cathedral at 5.30pm, beginning with

a traditional reception at Spm.

Book bargains help

ments. We’re here to hear the
candidates speak, and the vot-
ers ask questions, not the other
way around,” she said.

“And that goes for candi-
dates too — you’ll have a fair
chance to answer questions, but
if we get bogged down in argu-
ment then were not going to
cover the fairly extensive terri-
tory that we have before us.

“Please save the endless
arguing for the Assembly if you
get elected — otherwise I will

have to shut you down by the
power vested in me as a brave
ABC employee and a mother of
four teenage children.”

All candidates spoke to
questions ranging across disa-
bility and social inclusion,
abortion, refugees and asylum
seekers, and euthanasia.

The meeting focused on
concerns of social justice in the
process of government.

Ms Marion Lé said, “It was
a very interesting forum and

people all benefitted from being
here whether candidates or
audience. Many thanks for your
support of the Canberra demo-
cratic process and for giving
individuals the chance to be
heard.”

Mr Shane Rattenbury said,
“Thank you for the opportuni-
ty to attend and share our
views. It was an interesting and
thought provoking evening.”

|

than $550, part of $350,000

already contributed to the
foundation in 2012.

ABOVE: Chelsea Watson
and Sophie Vassallo show
off their purchases from
the book swap.

nal to visit
the Syro-Malabar Catholic

EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL SERVICE

HEAD OFFICE & CHAPEL
60 NETTLEFOLD STREET, BELCONNEN

Canberra’s Family Owned Funeral Home

Canberra, Queanbeyan & Interstate

“Caring For You Personally”
24 hours — 7 Days
Phone 6253 3655

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au



Students with the mosaic are (from left) back: Marko Mandic, Chloe Andrlolo Luis Da
Silva and Rose Weller. Front: Emma Halawatha, Massimo Ciuffetelli, Elise Mihaijlovic,

Hannah Barrie and Matthew Papasidero.

Rainbow shines again at Kaleen

More than 200 students, teachers and par-
ents of St Michael’s Primary School, Kaleen,
have had a hand in creating a lasting tribute to
30 years’ education at the school.

A mosaic incorporating the school logo, the
theme of harmony and challenge, and the
much-loved rainbow, a symbol for which the
school is well known, was built as part of the
celebrations.

The rainbow, painted at the front of the
school, lasted many years before the wall was
replaced by windows as part of renovations
funded by the Building Education Revolution
program.

The school wanted to create a new artwork
showcasing the rainbow in a new location at the

school. Thought was given to this and the idea
of a mosaic began to evolve.

Melbourne artist and friend of a school par-
ent Jackie Moss deconstructed the school logo
designing it to fit in the chosen area. The
mosaic required 13 square metres of tiles,
donated by Rivoland Tiles, Mitchell, two bags
of cement and two bags of grout.

Parent Mr Adam Ciuffetelli helped prepare
the wall and was technical advisor. Every stu-
dent, teacher and many parents contributed to
the artwork.

Assistant principal Mrs Val Ciuffetelli, who
managed the project, said it was a “fantastic
example of community spirit coming together
to create a magnificent art piece, which will
remain part of the school for many years”.

www.acu.edu.au/youracu 1300 ASK ACU
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visit of relic of st francis xavier

After the relic
was farewelled
from St
Christopher’s
Cathedral in a
solemn Mass
with Bishop Max
Davis as principal
celebrant, it was
taken to Gunning,
then on to West
Wyalong, Lake
Cargelligo and
Rankins Springs
before going on
to Griffith.

PICTURES
(clockwise from
right): Leaving
the Cathedral; at
Sr Francis Xavier
School, Lake
Cargelligo; in Our
Lady of Lourdes
Church, Lake
Cargelligo;
arriving at St
Francis Xavier
Church, Gunning;
and veneration in
the church at
Gunning.

4 | . T
ABOVE: Celebrating the Syro-Malabar Mass in St Christopher’s Cathedral are (from left)
Fr Bony Abraham, Fr Joshy Kurien, Fr Varghese Vavolil and Fr Sijo Jose.
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FAR LEFT:
Members of the
congregation at the
special Mass for
Vietnamese
celebrated by
chaplain Fr Peter My.

LEFT:

A family venerates
the relic of St Francis
Xavier in the
Cathedral.
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West gets to see our saintly visitor

The relic of St Francis Xavier headed
out west for the final leg of its tour of the
Archdiocese.

After spending three days in Canberra
at St Francis Xavier College, Florey,
Kippax Parish and St Christopher’s
Cathedral, the relic travelled to St Francis
Xavier Parish, Gunning.

It was an unusual event for the small
country town, which has a population of
under 500 rarely a stop on an Australia-
wide tour. Gunning locals were able to
venerate the relic before Mass was cele-
brated.

The relic stayed at Gunning overnight
before setting off on the long drive to St
Mary’s Parish, West Wyalong. At West
Wyalong it was greeted by local parish-

ioners who escorted it into the St Mary’s
Church.

The parish celebrated veneration and
Mass with the relic before firing up the
BBQ for a community lunch.

The relic then moved on Lake
Cargelligo, where it was welcomed to St
Francis Xavier School with an afternoon
tea before veneration and Mass.

There was a special visitor to Mass as
well, Fr Paul Kumasaka, representing the
Anglican Church.

Originally from Japan, he is familiar
with St Francis Xavier’s story and shared
some of the saint’s history with the con-
gregation. The relic was then taken to
Rankins Springs before being transferred
to Griffith to continue its national tour.

Lake Cargelligo parish prlest Fr Mayne Murphy and Anglican priest Fr

E

Paul Kumasaka talk about the relic.
J
\

I E'JH' I.r |

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

TOP: The relic in St Mary’s Church, West Wyalong with parishioners and parish
priest Fr Mick MacAndrew.

LEFT: Carrying the relic in, bearers (from left) Jonathan Sanderson, Julian Carson
| and Daniel Johnston.

ABOVE: Parishioners gather with the relic at St Kevin’s Church, Rankins Springs.
Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au
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young voices at st joseph’s school, adelong

W8 We love 1o rea
A {~L R PR P e A

ABOVE: Oscar Lucas and
Mikaela Dean show off their
creative side with their
“area giant”.

J’r
y -

ABOVE: Mrs Turnbull works
with a maths group, Jacob
Ambrose, Lorelei Lucas,

Harrison Arragon and Dean (ABO

Charlotte Colhoun. Laurers Joné/sE LEFT).
LEFT: Lachlan Murray and (ABOVE) AND Asha
Amy Reynolds work Murray (LEFT).
cooperatively on their maths.

i i

Artwork by Rebecca

= ( R L .'! i

Members of the primary class at St Joseph’s. Lachlan Murray, Amy Reynolds, Ethan Birks and Rory Arragon work on some patterns in a maths
Lauren Jones, Rebecca Dean, Asha Murray, Mia Hardwick and Chloe Salmon. group.
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features

RIGHT: St Francis
of Assisi principal
Mr David Austen
updating Twitter
on his iPad

“Swimming carnival postponed! No swimming carni-
val tomorrow, it is on next Tuesday at Queanbeyan” @
STFACalwell on Twitter.

Not long ago it would have been unheard of to get
updates from your child’s school via social media.

But times have changed, and with more than 37% of
Australians owning a smart phone it’s only a matter of
time before most schools have a social media presence.

About half a dozen Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese already have a Twitter account, where they
post announcements, updates and photos.

Twitter is a micro-blogging and social media site,
where people, companies and institutions can post
updates in 140 characters or less.

Twitter is especially popular with politicians, celebri-
ties and companies, who can attract hundreds of thou-
sands followers.

Schools such as St Francis of Assisi, Calwell, Sts
Peter and Paul, Garran, and St Gregory’s, Queanbeyan,
have created Twitter accounts, where parents and mem-
bers of the community can follow their updates.

Assistant principal of St Gregory’s Mrs Julie Wiley
said Twitter was an easy way to update parents quickly.

“When, for example, the year sixes went on camp we
had a problem with the train and it was running 80 min-
utes late,” Mrs Wiley said. “So we tweeted about it and
the word got out to parents that we would be back late.”

Mrs Wiley says Twitter is also a great way to promote
St Greg’s in the community, by tweeting about achieve-
ments of the school and its students.

St Francis of Assisi School, Calwell, has also had suc-
cess using online tools to communicate. The school has a
Twitter account and an online newsletter.

Principal Mr David Austen said families had embraced
new technology.

“We only have about half a dozen families who still
get the paper copy of the newsletter,” Mr Austen said.
“The rest all get it via email.”

This is an impressive feat when you consider there are
485 students at the school.

Schools are all
a’twitter with
social media

Another positive of Twitter, according to Mr Austen,
is that the school can connect with other Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese. They can then share ideas
and update each other.

“We want to make sure we get as much information
out to families and to the wider community as we can,”
Mr Austen said. “And social media is such a big thing for
our families.”

Mrs Sabeen Saleem, a parent of children attending St
Francis of Assisi School, uses social media and follows
her child’s school on Twitter.

“Schools are beginning to recognise that with messag-
ing becoming highly digitised, Twitter serves parents as a
medium that is clear, succinct and always available on-
the-go,” Mrs Saleem said.

She thinks digital media is here to stay, and schools
have realised that. Mrs Saleem also enjoys getting real-
time updates on what her children are doing during the
day.

“St Francis of Assisi also covers class excursions
through frequent pictures and Twitter updates which is
great,” she said. “As a parent, you always like to hear that
your children are having a great time at school.”

It may only be a matter of time before all schools

jump online and have their own social media presence.

Perhaps in another five years’ time we’ll wonder what we
did before our schools had Twitter accounts.

You can follow St Greg’s on twitter at @stgregsqbn or
St Francis’ at @STFAcalwell.

Blessed roses

A large congregation packed
the Carmelite Monastery chap-
el on 1 October for a Mass to
honour St Therese of Lisieux,
concelebrated by Bishop Max
Davis and Mgr Luis-Miguel
Munoz Carbara. Because of
the many graces and favours
attributed to the intercession of
St Therese since her death in
1897, the Church has granted a
special blessing to roses in her
honour. She promised she
would spend her heaven doing
good on earth and would let
fall a shower of roses, symbolic
of the graces she would obtain
for all who invoked her help.
E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au
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films

A visually stunning tale of passion

Wuthering  Heights. Starring:
Shannon Beer, Kaya Scodelario, Solomon
Glave, James Howson, Lee Shaw, James
Northcote, and Paul Hilton. Directed by
Andrea Arnold. Paramount. 129 min-
utes. MA15+ (strong coarse language
and themes). Reviewer: Peter Sheehan*.

This is a film version of the classic
novel of the same name by Emily Bronte.
The movie won the Best Cinematography
Award at the 2011 Venice Film Festival.

The title of the movie, and the novel,
refers to the name of a house on the
Yorkshire moors. It is universally symbol-
ic of the passionate love of a poor, servant
youth for a spirited young woman, who
returns his affection.

An orphan boy of unknown origins by
the name of Heathcliffe is lifted out of
poverty from the streets of Liverpool by a
wealthy farmer, Mr Earnshaw (Paul
Hilton), who takes him home, because it is
“the Christian thing to do”. There, he is
physically abused by his foster-brother,
Hindley Earnshaw (Lee Shaw), who is
jealous of his father’s affection for
Heathcliffe. Catherine Earnshaw, the
farmer’s daughter, and Heathcliffe devel-
op an obsessive attachment to each other,
and they spend all the time they can
together on the moors, setting the stage for
an unfolding drama of class distinction,
romantic passion and unrequited longing.

Heathclife is played with great intensi-
ty by Solomon Glave, and later by James

SHORTS

The Words. Starring Bradley
Cooper, Zoe Saldana, Dennis
Quaid, Jeremy Irons and Olivia
Wilde. Directed by Brian Klugman,
Lee Sternthal. 102 minutes. M
(coarse language).

A film for older audiences who
are interested in a more literate plot,
even if it relies on some familiar
devices. It visualises Dennis Quaid’s
story of a celebrated author who,
after having his novels praised but
not published, discovers a manu-
script in an old brief case his wife
buys him on honeymoon in Paris.

Taken 2. Starring Liam Neeson,
Famke Janssen, Maggie Grace,
Rade Serbedzija, Luke Grimes,
Leland Orser. Directed by Olivier
Megaton. 92 minutes. M (violence).

Neeson is a big man, command-
ing with his screen presence, always
a good man, even a nice man at
times, who draws on his guns and
his wits to rescue those in peril.

b

]'IFII/ I| || 1 :

\ |H|r|J"I'I|I I“ i_ .

Solomon Glave (Heathcliffe) and Shannon Beer (Catherlne)
attachment.

. an obsessive

Bronte’s tale of passion has been the
subject of many films, radio and television
dramatisations, three operas and a ballet.

The special thing about this version is
that Heathcliffe is black, and director
Andrea Arnold has resisted all temptation
to make the movie a frilly piece of period
fiction.

Instead, she puts her focus on raw
emotion, claustrophobically evocative
imagery, and mood. An element of race is
injected into the romance, and it gives the
tragic tale a contemporary touch.

The film explores yearning in painful
detail, and it is beautifully photographed. It
is a kaleidoscope of different emotive imag-
es that have poetic and sensual appeal.

The misty surroundings of the English
landscape bring a heightened sense of
moodiness and frustration to the story.
They are forever cold and forbidding, and
elements of shocking animal cruelty are

Howson. Like the older Catherine played
by Kaye Scodelario, the film fares best in
its early parts where the obsessive attach-
ment between Heathcliffe and a young
Catherine (Shannon Beer) is forged.
Flashback sequences join the four lead-
characters together.

Catherine grows up to taunt Heathcliffe
for his lack of social standing, and she
marries Edgar (James Northcote), a man
she does not love, after she thinks
Heathcliffe has deserted her. Heathcliffe

returns with wealth and status, to find her
with Edgar’s child, and in frustration, sad-
ness and revenge, he marries Isabella (Eve
Coverley), whom he treats violently. He
has led her on to make Catherine unhappy
for what he feels she has done to him.
Catherine, in despair, falls ill, and dies.

After her death, captured especially
movingly on screen by Heathcliffe’s agony,
Heathcliffe becomes the new master of
Wuthering Heights, and guardian of
Hindley’s child.

included to reinforce the brutal reality of
life on the moors.

While not exactly what the readers of
Bronte’s story might expect, the film is
visually stunning. It establishes an extraor-
dinary sense of place, and captures the
rawness of obsessive desire in a complex,
and original way. It steps out of genre, but
sumptuously so.

*  Peter W. Sheehan is an associate
of the Australian Catholic Office for Film
and Broadcasting.

Iran thriller one of best of the year

Argo. Starring Ben Affleck, Bryan
Cranston, John Goodman, Alan Arkin.
Directed by Ben Affleck. Roadshow. 120
minutes. M (coarse language, mature
themes and violence). Reviewer: Fr Peter
Malone MSC*,

The plight of the hostages trapped in
the US Embassy in Tehran from 1979 to
1981 was a strong political focus at the time
— and was considered one of the reasons
Jimmy Carter was not re-elected as presi-
dent. However, there was a story behind
the headlines, a story that still seems far-
fetched, but which was released for the
public in 1997 by President Clinton. Argo
is that story.

How it relates to current attitudes to Iran
and its nuclear program as well as its
staunchly religious administration of the
country will be an interesting issue with this
film’s release, reminding audiences of
Iranian history. There is an interesting sum-
mary (with images) at the beginning of the
film: critique of the British and American
colonial behaviour in the first part of the

O .
Rhythmakers
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20th century, the brief attempt at democracy
and the nationalizing of oil in the 1950s, the
placing of the Shah as ruler and his brutal
and luxurious regime, the revolt and the
accession of Ayotollah Khomeini.

Protestors went on the rampage outside
the American Embassy, vividly re-created
here, with the infiltration of the embassy,
the flight of six staff members and their
refuge in the home of the Canadian ambas-
sador, with the rest of the staff (around 60)
trapped for over a year.

We are taken into the workings of the
American government. There are bizarre
plans to rescue the hostages (cycling to the
Turkish border, agricultural experts visit-
ing — but it was winter — and teachers visit-
ing, but the international school had been
closed).

An expert on hostage release, Tony
Mendez, is called in who proposes an
extraordinary scenario which worked.

The film is very well-paced, building up
the details of the plan to send in Mendez as
scouting for locations in Iran for a science-

fantasy (after all, it was the era of Star
Wars). An Oscar-winning make-up artist
for Planet of the Apes, John Chambers,
agrees to participate. John Goodman gives
a great and funny performance as
Chambers. So does Alan Arkin as a has-
been director who agrees to join in the plan.

Mendez’ daring, getting advice in
Istanbul, entering Iran, visiting the minis-
ter of culture, briefing the six with new
identities, Canadian passports and profes-
sional skills for Argo, creates plenty of ten-
sion even though we know the outcome.

A scene where they all go to a market,
pass through a riot and cause one of their
own, builds up the atmosphere for the
actual departure. The scenes at the airport
— will they, won’t they get away — are par-
ticularly effective. Great credit to Ben
Affleck who co-wrote the film and expertly
directed it. He also plays Mendez. As thrill-
ers for 2012 go, this is one of the best.

*  Fr Peter Malone MSC is an asso-
ciate of the Australian Catholic Office for
Film & Broadcasting.

Odd, quirky and highly engaging

A tribute to the father of Australian Jazz,
the late Graeme Bell. Take advantage of the

Cardwra

f thr-_*m
Cross Club

Widdan,
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Safety Not Guaranteed. Starring: Aubrey Plaza, Mark
Duplass, Jake Johnson, and Karan Soni. Directed by Colin
Trevorrow. Rialto Distribution. 85 minutes. M (sexual refer-
ences and coarse language). Reviewer: Peter W Sheehan*.

An advertisement has been placed in a paper by an
unknown person looking for someone to help with time-
travelling. The ad asks for someone to go back in time, but
who would be willing to be paid later. The ad further goes
on to say: “Must bring your own weapons. I have only done
this once before. Safety not guaranteed”.

Darius Britt (Aubrey Plaza) is a disillusioned cadet-
reporter working for the Seattle Weekly magazine, and the
decision is made to do a story on the ad. Jeff Schwensen
(Jake Johnson) is given the assignment of following up the
ad, and he selects Darius to help him. Arnau (Karan Soni),
an Indian student-intern, also volunteers. The team of three
E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

is a motley array of individuals. Jeff is only interested in tak-
ing the assignment so that he can find his ex-girlfriend.
Darius has a personality which is steeped in cynicism, but
she is attracted by the absurdity of the ad. Arnau is shy,
naive and pathologically serious, but is open to change
through experience.

The person they locate is Kenneth Calloway (Mark
Duplass), who works at a local grocery store. He is obsessed
with guns, and steals lasers from nearby laboratories.
Kenneth believes that secret agents are following him.

The film is odd, quirky and highly engaging. It is a clever,
likeable movie that has great acting, and is directed crea-
tively. The film looks unusually for joy in taking chances,
and achieves it.

*  Peter W Sheehan is an associate of the Australian
Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting.

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au



books

A lifetime’s gllmpse into Dorothy’s day

All The Way To Heaven:
The Selected Letters of
Dorothy Day edited by
Robert Elisberg. Image
Books, NY. 588 pages,
$24.95. Reviewer: Janet
Moyle.

Dorothy Day is famil-
iar to us as an American
activist and co-founder of
the Catholic Worker in the
1930s.

She was a writer, speak-
er, author, worker for soc-
ial justice, campaigner for
the rights of the poor who
herself lived in poverty
and solidarity with the
deprived and disadvan-
taged.

She was also a commit-
ted and devout convert to
Catholicism viewed by

many now as a candidate
for canonisation.

In many ways in her
lifetime she presented as
an enigma wrapped in a
riddle. She always intend-
ed to write her autobiog-
raphy [which never hap-
pened] and kept diaries
and abundant material for
this purpose. She died in
1980 aged 83 and at her
request all material was
embargoed for 25 years.

Robert Ellsberg, who
edited the Catholic Worker
in the late 1970s and who
knew Dorothy Day well,
published The Duty Of
Delight, based on her dia-
ries, in 2008.

This second book, All
The Way To Heaven com-
prises a selection of the
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DOROTHY DAY

EQITED BY ROREAT ELLEBRERD

thousands of letters she
wrote stretching across
almost 60 years.

The title is drawn from
a saying of Catherine of
Siena, a saint to whom
Dorothy was devoted,

“All the way to Heaven is
heaven”.

Ellsberg has proceeded
chronologically with the
collection. He claims there
must be thousands more
letters which have been
lost or destroyed as she
was a prolific letter-writer.
He is grateful to the recipi-
ents for their generosity in
allowing him to use the
ones they have.

Taken as a whole we
can enter into the imme-
diacy of the issues they
express and we can
glimpse Dorothy’s life and
vocation unfolding over
the years as she responds
ever more whole-heartedly
to the love of Jesus.

We are perhaps sur-
prised to learn of her early

abortion and then of her
passionate and protracted
love-affair with Forster
Batterham, who fathered
her only daughter. He
steadfastly refused to
marry her after she became
a Catholic. Later there was
a short disastrous marriage
with someone else.

There are numerous
examples of her impa-
tience and tendency to
over-ride others.

At the same time there
is an overwhelming expres-
sion of her compassion
and poignant evidence of
the sacrifices she made to
carry out her vocation.

Of such stuff are saints
made.

Dorothy Day lived
through tumultuous times;

the Depression, World
War II, the Cold War,
Vatican II, Vietnam and
the protests of the 1960s
and 1970s. She was jailed
several times for her beliefs
and civil disobedience.

The black and white
cover of the book features
an iconic photo of an old
woman serenely seated
framed by two armed mem-
bers of the National Guard.

These letters speak for
themselves.

They carry just enough
editorial clarification for
us to enter into the life and
times of this extraordi-
nary woman who was so
influential in American
society.

Well done, good and
faithful servant.

Living single with passion

A gem of gift from
some deep thinkers

A Faith to Live By. By Roland Ashby. Mosaic
Press, 2012, 240 pages, $32.95. Reviewer:
Janet Moyle.

This resembles a jewellery box full of treas-
ures from which to admire, select and to make
one’s own.

It is a compilation of interviews conducted by
Roland Ashby, editor of the monthly newspaper,
The Melbourne Anglican, with 25 prominent
Christian thinkers over the past two decades.

Not all are Australian, not all are clergy, and
not all are Anglican. There are only three women,
albeit pretty influential ones, Joan Chittister,
Helen Prejean and Esther de Waal.

There are common themes and concerns.
Methods of prayer; peace and justice; faith and
science and eco-spirituality occur frequently.

There are big questions, too, about a loving
God who allows suffering, about discerning the
presence of the Holy Spirit, overcoming the fear
of death, the hunger for spirituality and over-
coming the rise of atheism.

Not all the contributors are writers alone.
Michael Leunig, a Melbourne cartoonist, reflects
on glimpses of the eternal through his simple but
deeply theological drawings. There is a fascinat-
ing dialogue between Leunig and the now-Arch-
bishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams.

I particularly enjoyed Joan Chittister who
says alleluia to life’s highs and lows and the two-
part interview with Prof John Lennox. A profes-

From Teresa with love

Mother Teresa and Me: Ten Years of
Friendship. By Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle.
Our Sunday Visitor, 2011, 191 pages, $ 23.95.
Reviewer: Janet Moyle.

Blessed Teresa, probably one of the greatest
souls of our times, made an enormous impres-
sion on those she met. The author became one of
her greatest fans. Married with a family, she is a
lay Missionary of Charity living in accord with
the charism of the founder. Donna founded the
Friends of Veronica which outreaches to the
elderly and lonely.

She met and corresponded with Mother
Teresa over 10 years. Some of Mother’s letters to
her are reproduced here.

Donna has delved deeply into the spirituality
of Teresa. She repeats Mother Teresa’s belief that
“Calcutta is all over the world”. We just need to
recognise the face of Jesus in all those we meet
and to respond in love.

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

sor of mathemat-
ics, he believes
that faith is foun-
dational to sci-
ence and that the
Resurrection s
not a violation of
the laws of nature.

Then there is
Brian McLaren who counsels us to “resonate
with God’s frequency” by the practice of contem-
plation and deep engagement with scripture.

As I pondered each entry I couldn’t help
reflecting about its positive contribution to the
current much-publicised “new evangelisation”.
The writers are full of hope and chart a way for-
ward in this increasingly secular world.

Part of the appeal of this collection is the
depth of investigative questioning by Ashby.
Clearly he has done his homework and draws his
interviewees into intelligent and absorbing con-
versation. No doubt the editing process was quite
rigorous also which makes for a satisfying whole.

As 1 said before, a jewellery box full of treas-
ures to take up and wear with pride.
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Party of One. Living
Single with Faith,
Purpose and Passion.
By Beth M Knobbe. St
Anthony Messenger
Press. PB, 144 pages,
$21.95. Reviewer:
Margaret Ryan.

Knobbe  asserts
that single people are
sometimes viewed as
“unfinished, flawed,
naive or selfish” per-
sons, despite having very fulﬁllmg
and successful lives.

She admits that being single (in
a Western country at least) today
can sometimes be painfully lonely
and frustrating.

At around age 30, she decided
there was more to life than dating
and waiting for marriage, and
resolved to give herself to people
and issues she was passionate
about.

Singles (including those single
by circumstance and/or choice),
she reports, sometimes struggle
with loneliness, anxiety, fear, pres-

PARTY

LIVING SINOLE WITH
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sure from family and
a wobbly sense of self-
worth.

The book has three
sections: Living with
Faith (purpose, humil-
ity, gratitude, discern-
ment), with Purpose
(solitude, stewardship,
simplicity, friendship)
and Passion (freedom,
: love, intimacy, hope).

&- Each chapter fea-
tures the author’s reflection on the
topic, a short story from a con-
tributing writer (women and men,
married, single and clergy), the
spiritual principle at issue, a scrip-
ture extract and questions for dis-
cussion.

Her general approach is to chal-
lenge myths about single people.

The book has definite merit for
younger single adults, and per-
haps be insightful for those mar-
ried persons who might otherwise
make negative assumptions about
single lives that are often abun-
dantly fruitful and joyful.

0o
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Funeral Directors
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The history and future of funeral fransportation

Please call 6297 1052

or visit www.orourkefunerals.com.au
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The right answer alone is not enough

Truth alone is not enough.
[t must be balanced off with the
other transcendental properties
of God: oneness, goodness, and
beauty.

That might sound abstract,
but what it means concretely is
that sometimes we can have all
the right answers and still be
wrong. How? If we are acting in
truth how can we be wrong?

The first pitfall is this: We
may be acting out of truth and,
in fact, doing all the right
things, but our energy can be
wrong. T S Eliot once famously
said, “The last temptation is the
greatest treason: To do the right
deed for the wrong reason.”

We can see what is at stake
here by looking at the older
brother of the prodigal son. On
the surface his devotion to his
father lacks nothing. He rightly
attests that his life is blameless
and a paradigm of filial devo-
tion. He has kept all the com-
mandments, has never left his
father’s house, and has done all
the required work.

The irony is that he fails to
notice that he is not, in fact,
inside his father’s house, but is
standing outside of it and is
being gently invited in by his

father. What is keeping him
outside since after all he is
doing everything correctly?
Bitterness and anger. His
actions are correct, but his
heart is wrong.

Bitterness and anger are not
the right energy to fuel truth.
We can be scrupulously faithful
and still find ourselves standing
outside of God’s house and
outside the circle of community
and celebration because of a
bitter heart. Gratitude is the
energy that ultimately needs to
fuel the truth.

Like the older brother of the
prodigal son, we can be doing
everything right and still, some-
how, be wrong. And where this
is particularly important in
terms of a challenge is in our
efforts, both as individuals and
as churches, to offer the truth,
the right answers, to those
around us, be that our own chil-
dren who no longer go to
church or society as a whole.

If, inside of our speaking
the truth, there are elements
of elitism, arrogance, anger,
lack of respect, lack of under-
standing, or worse still, embit-
tered moralizing, our truth
will not be heard, not because

our truth is wrong but because
our energy is.

That is why Jesus warns us
to “speak our truth in para-
bles”. Truth is not a sledgeham-
mer; it is an invitation that we
must respectfully offer others.

Ron Rolheiser

Fr Ron
Rolheiser,
theologian,
teacher, and
award-winning
author, is
president of
the Oblate
School of Theology in Texas.
www.ronrolheiser.com

And there is still a second
potential pitfall: We can have
the right answers and the right
energy, but have the wrong
understanding of those answers.

We see this, for example, in
Mark’s Gospel when Jesus asks
the disciples the question: “Who
do you say that I am?” Peter
answers, and answers correctly,
by saying: “You are the Christ,
the Messiah.” But he is immedi-
ately shut down by Jesus (“Don’t
tell that to anyone!”) and is sub-

sequently rebuked with the
words: “Get behind me, Satan!”
Why? Wasn’t he correct?

Peter’s answer was correct,
Jesus was the Christ, but his
understanding of what that
meant was mostly wrong. For
Peter, the concept of a Messiah
connoted earthly power and
especially earthly privilege;
whereas for Jesus it meant suf-
fering and dying. Peter had the
right answer, but the wrong
understanding of that answer.

Some scholars speculate that
this is the real reason behind the
so-called “messianic secret” in
the gospels, where Jesus repeat-
edly asks his disciples to not
reveal his identity. His reluc-
tance to have his disciples broad-
cast publicly who he is was based
upon his fear that they could
not, before the resurrection and
Pentecost, properly understand
his identity and would invaria-
bly preach a false message.

We can have the right answers
and still be wrong because we
have the wrong energy to go
along with the answers, or
because we have a wrong under-
standing of the answers.

It is good to take that to
heart, especially when we step

out prophetically either reli-
giously or morally or socially.

We may well have the water
of life, the truth that sets people
free, and the right cause, but
nobody except our own kind
will accept to receive it from us
if our energy is wrong or our
understanding of that truth is
wrong.

It is easy to rationalize that
it is because we are prophetic,
the faithful remnant, the last
warriors of truth still standing,
that we are not being heard and
why we are hated. But, more
often than not, we are not being
listened to because we are mis-
guided, elitist, non-empathic,
or flat-out unloving, not be-
cause we are warriors for truth
or justice.

And so we need to be hum-
ble and heed Jesus’ warning to
guard the “messianic secret”
and “speak our truth in para-
bles”.

In brief, we need to be solic-
itous always lest a false energy
behind our truth or a misunder-
standing of that truth have us
so fall out of discipleship that
Jesus has to reprimand us with
the words: “Get behind me,
Satan!”

A column in which we talk
to people from around the
Archdiocese about why they
are passionate about what
they grow. This month we
meet a dedicated gardener
who is working to support a
rural outreach program.

Jane Scroope’s first memo-
ry of gardening is as a univer-
sity student being excited
about the beans she planted
coming up at her share house.

This month her Stokes
Street, Griffith, garden is one of
three beautiful gardens which
are open to raise money for the
Good Samaritan rural outreach
program in Western Australia.

“With gardening, you’re
doing it but you’re not really
doing it; you're really part of
the creative process,” she said.

The lawn and plane tree that
welcomed her when she moved
in 18 years ago has been trans-
formed — with the help initially
of several truckloads of cow
manure — into a sunny, closely
planted, colourful haven of
flowers, flowering plants, vege-
tables, herbs and fruit trees.
The asparagus and rhubarb are
coming along nicely, and she is
hoping the apricots do the right
thing this season.

why

Krom beans
to beauty

She adheres to the advice of
author and gardener Jackie
French that if you pull some-
thing out, you put something
in; cover up all the spaces. That
keeps the weeds down. She also
believes in “letting things do
their own thing”. The impres-
sive white irises began from a
small clump.

Canberra’s strict water
restrictions gave her the impetus
to get rid of lawn, apart from a
small patch under the plane tree.
She has a “romantic vision” of
the olive tree she planted at the
height of the water shortage
thriving in the middle of the
gravel garden 70 to 80 years old,
long after she has gone.

Her studies in horticulture
have broadened her interest in
Australian natives, hence the
grass tree, the banksias and the
club reed. Strawberries, rhubarb
and figs from her garden will be
used in produce to be sold at the
Weekend in the Gardens.

The Good Samaritan pro-
gram the open garden weekend
supports looks to the needs of
indigenous, rural and mining
families by organising commu-
nity-building activities. These
have included sewing classes,
building a vegetable garden and

| grow what | grow

1 .
ABOVE: Jane Scroope with
dogwood, ornamental brol-
gas and irises in her own
garden. RIGHT: In her friend
Louise Gaudry’s stunning
garden in Stuart Street.

organising a community choir.
The inspiration behind the pro-
gram is Good Samaritan Sr
Anna Warlow, who has worked
tirelessly for the community of
Three Springs (population 700)
for the past eight years.

Sr Anna is a past principal
of St Bede’s School, Red Hill.
Last year, Weekend in the
Gardens raised $15,000 to sup-
port Sr Anna’s work.

The gardens are at 17
Stokes Street, Griffith, 8 Torres

Street, Red Hill, and 38 Stuart
Street, Griffith.

They will be open from
10am to 4pm on Saturday and
Sunday, 3 and 4 November.

There will be cooking dis-
plays, music, produce and food
for sale. Anyone wishing to
support Sr Anna may tele-
phone Jane on 0416 239 779.

18 - CATHOLIC VOICE November 2012

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au



people and events
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ADORATION OF BLESSED
SACRAMENT - St Benedict’s,
Narrabundah, Monday 8am-10pm,
Tuesday noon-10pm, Wednesday
and Thursday 1pm-10pm and Friday
7am- Saturday 8am.

AMICUS - Support & friendship/
social group for widowed, separated
or divorced Catholics regular activi-
ties on second and fourth weekends.
New members welcome. Inquiries:
Len, telephone 6299 6606; Pat 6292
1631, Brian 6291 7402.

BATEHAVEN TO THE BUSH - St
Joseph’s House of Spirituality and
Hospitality, David St, Batehaven:
Opening Gates of Wisdom, 10am-
3pm, 21 November. RSVP 7 November,
telephone 4472 4021; Mandala, 5pm-
7.30pm, 16 November. RSVP 2
November, telephone 4472 4021.
Southern Cross Village, Victoria St,
Temora: Opening Gates of Wisdom,
10am-3pm, 7 November. RSVP 18
October, telephone 6978 2585.

CONVERSATIONS AT GALONG —
Sunday, 11 November, 10am-4pm,
Reflections on Grief and Loss.
Facilitator Richard White. Cost $10.
Bookings: The secretary, St
Clement’s, telephone 6380 5222.

FINAL CCR RENEWAL DAY OF
YEAR - Become a dynamic interces-
sor with Anne Marie Gatenby (CCR
NSW). 9am-3.30pm, Saturday 17
November, parish room, St Peter
Chanel’s, cnr Weston & Loch Sts,
Yarralumla. Cost $25 includes morn-
ing tea/lunch. Inquiries: Neda, tele-
phone 0415 266 019, Sandra 02 6231
8827, Susanna 0419 902 293.

HEALING MASS - Pray for heal-
ing of addictions of all kinds. 5.30pm,
Friday, 9 November, St Benedict's
Church, Narrabundah.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRAN-
CISCAN FRATERNITY — Meets every
third Friday of month, 7.30pm, St
John Vianney’s, Waramanga. Secular
Franciscans try to follow Christ in the
footsteps of St Francis. Inquiries:

</
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Frank Farrell, telephone 6258 7645
or 0400 793 260.

MEDITATION ON JESUS - In style
of Fr Gilbert Carlo, meets Thursdays
7.30pm, St Thomas the Apostle,
Kambah. Inquiries: Trish Jarzynski,
telephone 6231 8468.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY
MARRIED - a mentoring program for
newly married couples; just married
or soon to be married? Contact
Catharina and Graham and Debbie
and Brian, telephone 6231 3389 or
0414 878 167, email: mnm@grape-
vine.com.au. Next program starts
February 2013.

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP -
Meets second Friday of the month
after 5.30 pm Healing Mass, parish
centre St Benedict’'s Church,
Narrabundah Inquiries: Maria, tele-
phone 6286 5679.

SEMINARS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
— Opening to the Grace of the New
Pentecost, five Sundays, 25
November to 23 December, starting
with 7pm Mass, St Benedict's Church,
Narrabundah. Topics include God’s
love, Healing love of God, New life,
Receiving God’s gift, Baptism in the
Spirit, and Growth and transformation
in Christ. Inquiries: Fr Bony Abraham,
telephone 6295 7879.

WEEKEND RETREAT — A Year of
Grace, 23-25 November, St Clement’s
retreat centre, Galong, directed by Fr
Gabriel Maliakkal OCD. Organised by
the Legion of Mary. Bookings:
Jacqueline Donohue, telephone 6251
3950, Maria Noronha, telephone 0413
617 390.

Written entries are invited for the
December issue to: Catholic Voice,
GPO Box 3089, Canberra ACT 2601,
or e-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.
au by Thursday, 15 November. Entries
which are accepted for this section
are free, courtesy of sponsorship by
the Catholic Development Fund.

Sponsored by Catholic Development Fund
Ph: 6201 9870
Email: cdf@cg.catholic.org.au
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Bringing hope in
times of change

O

goodgrief

Good Grief and
CatholicCare have part-
nered to deliver the Sea-
sons for Growth adult
program in the Arch-
diocese.

An initiative of the Sisters of St Joseph, Good
Grief Ltd is an Australian owned not-for-profit
organisation. Its primary program, Seasons for
Growth, was established with funding from the
Mary MacKillop Foundation in 1996.

The Seasons for Growth young people and
adult programs allow participants to explore
and integrate change, loss and grief in their
lives in a safe and healing environment.

The program is based on the belief that
change and loss are normal and valuable parts
of life.

The young people’s program has a strong
presence in archdiocesan schools, and the
Good Grief and CatholicCare partnership
aims to provide similar opportunities for adults.

Last month, members of local school com-
munities and other archdiocesan groups under-
took training in the Seasons for Growth adult
program. For more information go to www.
goodgrief.org.au.

Jacob books his
own super hero

Super heroes have a new relevance for Jacob
Loughlin, a student at St John Vianney’s
Primary School, Waramanga.

Jacob, who is in year 1, won the ACT section
of the Greatest Reading Super Hero competi-
tion, a part of the National Year of Reading.

Students were asked to write in 25 words or
fewer who their greatest reading super hero was
and why. Jacob’s entry nominated his class-
room teacher, Mr Levi Heffernan, “because he
makes any book interesting and fun, even ones

Advertisement

MISSIO
TALK

This year’s Miss-
ion Mass gathered
students and teach-
ers from across the
archdiocese in a
celebration of Miss-
ion lead by Bishop
Pat Power. Mission
insights were shared
by Fr Greg Beath.

Fr Greg spoke of
his involvement with
the work of Blessed
Mother Teresa and
the Missionaries of
Charity, an order
that has a presence
in our archdiocese.

Maintaining the
presence and out-
reach to bring hope
to others for faith
communities is
often challenged by
limited means des-
pite their efforts.

Challenges vary
from rugged terrain
or water, to re-
establishing com-
munities in safer
locations and gener-
ating hope by pro-
viding opportunities
for worship, com-
munal support, edu-
cation and self sus-
tainability.

Jervin Aliling, 13,
of the Philippines,
moved following a
typhoon to a new
village with his fami-
ly. He sees educa-
tion as something
people cannot take
from him.

Many faith com-
munities throughout
the developing
world and in remote
Australia rely on our
support to provide

sufficient means.
Supporting our
Church’s  mission

unites us to the lab-
ours of many serv-
ing others in Jesus’
name. Help us help

ll DicksoN LEGAL Ray Toohey CPA L5 about grass”. others. Contact us.
INCORPORATING TREVOR BARKER & ASSOCIATES and Financial Adviser Services Pty Ltd - ABOVE: Jacob Loughlin holds his God bless,
) are Authorised Representatives of / _ rtificate with Ms Rachel Davis. from Deacon Joe
General law practice — GWM Adviser Services trading as L Eiebrarci:easeACT J ascoba\?voil ana IPSADan a Blackwell
Canberra & NSW : o
Than e GARVAN Financial Pm““l“ﬂ " ’ﬂ ' | children’s library worth more than $250. The Rheinberger
ree generations of service to Canberra

ABN 96 002 071 749
and the surrounding regions. Australian Financial Services Licensee
PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR - TREVOR BARKER RETIREMENT PLANNING » SUPERANNUATION

LIFESTYLE PROTECTION = INVESTMENT ADVICE

Centre, P O Box
7174, Yarralumla
2600. asst.mis-
sions@cg.catholic.

Contributions of news items and photographs
to the columns of Catholic Voice are welcome.
They may be sent to the editor via e-mail at
ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au or by post to GPO org.au.

Box 3089, Canberra 2601. Tel: 6163 4321.
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Classifieds & Real Estate

To Let - Coast

BATEMANS BAY - ‘Bluedock’.
Lovely 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom town-
house, spa, pool and jetty. Views of
Clyde estuary from three levels. Walk
to town and restaurants. Competitive
rates. Contact Ian, telephone 0432 631
458 or 6258 1252.

BEAUTIFUL BROULEE - Year
round. Great family holiday home -
sleeps up to 10 - 100m to beach and
shops. Contact Melinda or Joyce, tele-
phone 4471 6444, quote this ad and
“Carey House” for a 10% discount off
normal rates (excludes Christmas and
Easter Holidays).

BROULEE - 2-bedroom beach cot-
tage, fully equipped. Expansive coastal
and sea views and short stroll to beach-
es. See “Beach Cottage” in www.brou-
leebeachhouse.com or telephone 0417
193 736.

BROULEE - Spectacular views near
beach, 6-bedroom 3-bathroom house
newly renovated. Telephone 6257 1222
www.brouleebeachhouse.com.

CURRARONG, JERVIS BAY -
Fantastic house with 6 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms and rumpus. Sleeping 14 it’s
ideal for 2 families to share. Stylishly
redecorated mid 2010. 800m to beach.
www.currarongbeachhouse.com.au.

MOLLYMOOK - Birchgrove
Apartments. 200m to beach, water
view, lovely quiet location opposite
reserve. Fully self contained 2 BR, lock
up garage and plenty of extra parking
and easy walk to Golf Club and
Ulladulla shops. Please telephone
Craig or Kathy 0428 318 156 or 6230
3034.

SEA ESTA at the Coast Resort
Merimbula. A stunning 2 bed + 2 bath-
room apartment, 2 swimming pools,
tennis court, secure parking, 300 metres
to lake or beach. Telephone 6495 3200.

TUROSS HEAD - “Ella May
Holiday Flats”. Renovated 2br, walk to

Tobin Brothers here for you

now, here for you tomorrow

¢

Some things are more important than others, like finding a
local funeral director you can trust. We bring a depth of
experience and understanding that could only come from
being an integral part of the community.

Proudly sponsoring the Pilgrimage of the Relic of
St. Francis Xavier during the Year of Grace.

BELCONNEN 6251 2344
KINGSTON 6295 2799
QUEANBEYAN 6297 1546
TUGGERANONG 6283 3177

TOBIN BROTHERS

FUNERALS
A GUARDIAN FUMERAL PROVIDER.

To embrace a lifetime, we give you time.

B Proudly Australian | All areas | Preamanged Funerals | www. tiobinscanbemrafunerals.comuau

beach. Fully equipped. Avail all year
$400-$900 per week, weekends available.
Telephone 0414 597 619 or 6278 5271.

To Let - Queensland

NOOSA - Stylish 2bdrm fsc town-
houses by river and cafes. R/c aircon,
tennis court, BBQ, heated pools/spas,
DVD, VCR and video library, stereo,
linen, modern facilities. Book with
owners and save. For brochure, tele-
phone (07) 3289 7178.

Holidays

CONSIDER Elm Grove Mountain
Retreat as a destination for a self
directed retreat or relaxing affordable
holiday. Log on to www.elmgrove-
mountainretreat.com.au or telephone
6947 5888 for further details.

Accommodation Wanted

LOVELY, quiet 30yr old female
looking to rent 1BR Granny Flat/
Studio in the Griffith ACT area for
approximately $300 pw. Comes with

excellent references, loves animals, gar-
dening and art. Contact 0438 256 800.

Tuition
SINGING - If you can talk you can
sing. Lessons make singing easier.
Experienced teacher. Varied styles:
classical, sacred, musicals and popular.
Telephone Rosemary 6297 2974 or
0414 228 618.

For Sale or Repair

GARDEN manure for sale $6 a
bag, 5 bags minimum order free deliv-
ery to the Canberra area. Mark, tele-
phone 0427 053 988.

KENWOOD Chef food mixer $100,
microwave from $50. Warranty for 6
months. Free quote - repairs & parts.
Will trade-in or buy Kenwood machines
& parts also microwave and appliances.
Telephone John, 6156 4009 anytime.

MAZDA metro 1998 auto. 5 mths
rego, low kms, 1 owner, full service his-

J ( canberraltm.blogspot.com

tory, good cond. $3000. Telephone
6255 1875.

Free

ASSISTANCE available for good
causes - clothing, toys, odd jobs, change
globes etc. Basic massage can aid
mobility and circulation - join a free
self-help exchange group. Discreet and
confidential. Telephone John, 0403
050 960.

Prayers

PRAYER to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. O most beautiful flower of Mt
Carmel, fruitful vine, Splendour of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in
my necessity. O Star of the Sea, help
me and show me here you are my
Mother. O Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succour me in my neces-
sity (make your request). There are
none that can withstand your power.
O Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to you (three
times). Holy Mary, I place this prayer
in your hands (three times). Say this
prayer for three days. J T.

THOU O Mary, Help of Christians,
who once experienced the hardship and
difficulties of acquiring the temporal
necessities of life, look with compas-
sion upon him now faced with the same
difficulties and help him to find a suit-
able employment. He is anxious, dear
Mother, to be gainfully engaged in
work that will relieve his temporal
needs without in any way endangering
the spiritual wellbeing of his soul.
Direct him to employment that will
enable him fittingly to provide for him-
self and the family. O Immaculate
Mother, grant my request. I publish
thy goodness that others may know the
favour thou enjoyest with Almighty
God unto His greatest honour and
glory. J B.
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Catholic Voice
Classifieds cost
$7.70 for the first

30 words, and
$2.20 for each 6
words after that

Payment by
cheque or credit
card.

Deadline is
always 15th of
the month.

Contact us at
GPO Box 3089,
Canberra 2601,

or e-mail
ed.voice@cg.
catholic.org.au

i ZsTRADITIONAL
£2% LATIN MASS

Sts Peter and Paul, Garran
Monday - Thursday - 7 am
Friday - 6 pm

Saturday - 9 am

Sunday - 11.30 am (sung)

i St Thomas More, Campbell
: Sunday - 8.30 am

TRIBUNAL OF THE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn

Ouireaching ro all those whe have experienced a
marriage hreakdown and guestion the validine of their

firsr marriage as wnderstood by the Church
ENQUIRIES: Ph(02) 6201 9802
Fax (02) 6201 9820
Mail: PO Box 8%, Canberra 2601
Email; tribunalio cg.catholic.org.an

FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320

TIMBER FLOORING SPECIALISTS

ON/

“ly4. = FREE QUOTE
Unit 4/64 Heffernan St, Mitchell 2911
Ph: (02) 6255 5295 Mob: 0412 926 338
E-mail: dnntimberflooring@hotmail.com

Warehouse Clearance Sale
Hardwood timber also available
T&G Raw timber from $22/m?

- Pre-finished solid wood

- Euro Plank engineer floor

- Bamboo, laminate, plywood

- Supply & Installation

Sand and polish, buy direct and save

*Subject to variation

Yours FREE every month.

FLOREY $529,000
4 bedroom ensuite home.
Separate living areas.
Renovated bathroom. Walk
to catholic schools. EER1.5

Family Operated since 1963

FOR SALE

LATHAM $437,000

Family room. Ducted gas
heating & reverse cycle air
conditioning. EER 2

PAGE
3 bedroom home with open
plan living area, renovated
kitchen. Gas heating.
Single garage. EER 1

WANTED URGENTLY FOR RENTAL

Quality homes in Belconnen suburbs to satisfy

CATHOLIC VOICE

Contributions of news items and photographs to the columns of Catholic Voice are welcome. They may be sent to the editor
via e-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au or by post to GPO Box 3089, Canberra 2601.
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Ralph Taylor Real Estate -

6258 8922 TAY ]_O RS

$469,000 | FLOREY $418,000
3 bedroom courtyard
home. Reverse cycle air
con. Covered entertaining

area. Carport. EER 1.5

consistent enquiry.

Darryl Taylor: Mobile 0409 625 194

Pty Ltd (lic. Agent)

Beal Eztate

Florey Shops

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au

Spacious 3 bedroom home.



canberra and goulburn 150 years

We’ve come

a long way

THE 1960s were exciting
times for a student at St Joseph’s
Convent School, Boorowa. The
teaching staff were predominate-
ly a band of courageous and self-
less women clothed in the reli-
gious habit of the Mercy Sisters.
I could tell you about the brave
Sr Raymond who killed a brown
snake after lunch in the play-
ground to make us feel safe. Or
the beautiful Sr Anslem who
gave me a holy card on my birth-
day every year because it was her
feast day too. Or the astute Sr
Daniel who, while trying to
engage a group of over-energetic
and distracted boys lost her veil
kicking a football with them. Or
the creative Sr Jennifer who
encouraged the Year 6 class to
build a working model of the
Snowy Mountains scheme using
the gutters of the playground.
These are just a few examples of
a group of dedicated teachers
who influenced me in my deci-
sion to pursue a vocation in
Catholic education. These won-
derful people along with my par-
ents taught me to place my faith
at the core of my life, to work
hard, to be hope filled, to be crea-
tive and above all to celebrate the
great gifts of life with joy and
laughter. - Paddy McGrath has
worked for over 30 years in
Catholic schools, including as
principal at three schools. He now
works with leadership develop-
ment archdiocesan schools.

MANY years ago when I
was a newly appointed princi-
pal I stood in the playground
and felt almost overwhelmed at
the thought of what might lie
ahead! Now as I look back and
reflect on my years as principal,
with more years behind than in
front of me, I can see many
influences at work. One of the
most important has been the
example of various strong and
able women who have been
mentors or at a much younger
age good and kind people.
They range from a teacher who
in Year 1 encouraged me to
read the Year 6 readers and fos-
tered my independence and
love of reading to one who
taught me biology with great
enthusiasm but alas, with little
success. As a principal, these
women from various walks of
life have enriched my life with
their humour, common sense
and good judgement. I thank
them one and all. - Elizabeth
Moroney is a former principal of
a number of schools in the ACT
and now works at the Catholic
Education Office as senior offic-
er: school services.

THE recent celebration of
the anniversary of the Goulburn
strike provided a wonderful opp-
ortunity to reflect on the multi-

ABOVE: Seniors of St

' ’ ka
Christopher’s School, Manuka,
1937, including leaving, fourth
year and intermediate classes.

tude of changes to Catholic edu-
cation over the years.
My experience of Catholic

education in Goulburn at
OLOS, St Pat’s Tech and St
Patricks College provided me
with a wonderful grounding for
life. As principal of the newest
Catholic primary school in the
Archdiocese, the changes even
over the past 51 years have been
enormous.

From cold wooden floors
with pot belly stoves to mod-
ern, warm, colourful learning
spaces.From  habit-wearing
nuns and brothers to highly
educated, professional lay staff.
From the rote Catechism and
the Christian gentleman to an
experience, faith-based RE cur-
riculum.

E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

ABOVE:
Mick Lowe at
the official
opening of
Mother
Teresa,
Harrison.

LEFT:
Claire Frazer
in year 11.

RIGHT:
Moira
Najdecki.

From the strap and feather
duster to time out and think-
ing sheets.

From no parent assistance
in classrooms to parent helpers
in all classrooms.

From class sizes of 50 chil-
dren in one classroom to fewer
than 30 children per class

What has not changed is the
love, friendship, care and sup-
port members of our school
communities show towards one
another. - Mick Lowe has been
a principal in a number of arch-
diocesan schools and is currently
principal of Mother Teresa,
Harrison.

THE two Catholic girls’ sch-
ools in Canberra were unique in
their beginnings. Ordinarily, in

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au

Back in 1880, a total of 1700 Catholic
children attended Catholic schools in
Goulburn Diocese.

The number rose to 3032 in 1884 and
more than 4000 by 1898.

Today, in an Archdiocese that spans both
the ACT and NSW, stretching from Lake

ey

the 1950s and the 1960s, Catholic
schools were founded and led by
a single order of nuns or broth-
ers or priests. When Catholic
Girls School Canberra, located
in Braddon, was begun in 1959
Archbishop Eris O’Brien invited
six orders to form its foundation
staff. Good Samaritan, Ursuline,
Presentation, Mercy, Josephite
and Brigidine sisters all respond-
ed to the call and formed the
inaugural teaching staff of what
is now Merici College,Braddon.

It was only two or three years
later that it became obvious that
the Braddon school would not
be able to meet the needs of a
rapidly growing national capital.
Archbishop O’Brien, reinforced
by the success of his decision in
Braddon, decided to replicate

Cargelligo in the west to Crookwell in the
north and Eden in the south, there are 59
Catholic schools enrolling about 24,500
students across 88,000 square kilometres.

These are the reflections of some, young
and old, who are a part of the Catholic
school system today.

the process in the new Catholic
Girls High School, Griffith.
When this southside school
opened in 1965 its foundation
staff comprised Sisters of the
Good Samaritan, the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary, the
Sisters of the Society of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph and Presen-
tation Sisters.

I was fortunate to be exposed
to all these charisms in my high
school years. - Moira Najdecki
is director of Catholic Education
in the Archdiocese and was a
principal in a number of second-
ary schools.

MY school days have been

memorable. 1 have gained
knowledge and skills that I will

. carry throughout life. The lega-

cy of St Mary MacKillop will
stay with me forever, to help me
live my life to the fullest every
day. My Catholic schooling has
taught me that to live a life for
others is the richest life of all,
and I will strive to face each day
with faith and courage. - Ashlee
Evans, St Mary MacKillop Coll-
ege captain.

I WAS excited about begin-
ning high school at Catholic
Girls” High School Braddon. I
had arrived in Canberra for the
beginning of my last year of
primary school — not a particu-
larly pleasant experience. 1 was
teased being a girl from the
country who wore pantyhose
and school shoes when the
fashion was short brown socks
and roman sandals.

Here was my chance to be
socially accepted and to be one
of the crowd. I just wish some-
one had told Sr Helen, the prin-
cipal and known to all the girls
as “Big Nell” of my desperate
desire to blend in.

Early in my schooling at
Braddon it was decided that all
Form 1 should be gathered and
the importance of wearing the
correct school uniform in its
entirety be clearly emphasised.
Imagine my horror when the
model student “Big Nell” decid-
ed to pluck from the gathered
students to have as an example
of the perfect uniform was me.
There went any semblance of
being normal.

I did go on to love my time
at school and it still provides
humour to my friends from
those days that I was the only
student of Year 12 to finish the
year wearing pantyhose and
proper brown school shoes. -
Claire Frazer is principal at St
Gregory’s Primary School,
Queanbeyan. She was principal
at St Bede’s, Braidwood, and has
held other leadership positions in
the Archdiocese.
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: Sr Amanda with Fr Fabian
Dwyer’s dog at the Araluen presbytery in the
mid-1920s. The Sisters of the Good Samaritan
left Araluen in 1926.
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RIGHT: The bishop’s
house, Goulburn.
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Fr Neville Drinkwater in the beautiful St Thomas Aquinas Church.

The blood, sweat
and tears of an
ordinary bloke

By Graham Downie

When Fr Neville Drinkwater was
transferred to the then new Canberra
suburb of Charnwood in 1974 there
were no streets, no shops and no
houses.

“I had to get a man with a theodo-
lite,” he said. “He took some sightings
and we drove out into the bush and I
found this little bit of a hill here. There
were cattle grazing. He said, ‘this is
your parish’.”

He admits he was in a little bit of a
predicament.

“I had to find a neighbouring par-
ish to give me a bed for a little while.”

Now, one of the longest serving
priests in the Archdiocese, he contin-
ues to serve St Thomas Aquinas par-
ish which he established with a good
measure of blood, sweat and tears.

A house in Companion Crescent,
Flynn, still with no electricity, served as
the first centre for Mass in the new par-
ish. In 1989 the award-winning church
building was opened and is recognised
as one of Canberra’s significant archi-
tectural church buildings.

With considerable pride, Fr Drink-
water talks of his association with
architect Mr Aldo Giurgola, better
known as the architect of Parliament
House.

“Not only was he an international
architect but he is a thorough gentle-
man,” Fr Drinkwater said.

He likes the building because it is
simple.

“I did not want an ostentatious
church,” he said. “The church is a
place of worship. It is not a place for
ostentatious decorations.”

Though well past the age when
many people retire, he has no inten-
tion of doing so.

He says medical tests confirm his
brain is clear and his heart and lungs
are healthy. But for a few aches and
pains, what more could he want? “I
would prefer to die with my boots on,
as they say.”

He begins each day at 6am and is in
the church at 6.30am when most peo-
ple are in bed. Though there are many
demands on his time, he says many
people help him. This includes 25
groups in the parish responsible for
various tasks.

“We spend $20,000 feeding people
around this area every year,” he said.
“We visit the jails, and that is a big job.”

He sighs and says most people are
in jail because no one has ever really
loved them.

“They have never received great
love; they have never given great love.”

Yes they are glad to see him.

“I just go along as an ordinary
Australian bloke. That’s all I am.”

He makes no secret of his disap-
pointment over the decline in Mass
attendance in Australia but does not
concede the battle is lost.

“There have been ups and downs
of faith,” he said. “But the success of
material things these days is tremen-
dous isn’t it? The Church is in difficul-
ties at the present time. But we will
ride it out.”

He says the main problem of the
world today is godlessness and the
worship of money.

“The riches of the world are for the
benefit of all not for a few privileged
people.,” he said. “If everyone loved
God and each other there would be no
children dying of hunger or senseless
wars. And there would be no need for
armed forces.”

He says the love of God is for all
people of all times. “We live under the
Southern Cross in this great south
land of the Holy Spirit and we are
asked to hear the loving invitation of
Almighty God to live in perfect love
and happiness with God and each
other for eternity.”

Fr Drinkwater said that when he
left school, “I knew what I wanted to
do. I just took ordinary jobs for a little
while to fill in a bit of time and to col-
lect a bit of money.

® Cont next page.
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canberra and goulburn 150 years

Story of ordinary bloke

® From previous page.

“I didn’t have any interest in the work I was doing.”

He attended seminaries at Springwood and Manley and
was ordained priest in Newcastle in 1954.

Hisfirstappointment after ordination was to Queanbeyan,
whose only Catholic church then was St Gregory’s.

“I fell through the floor of the old presbytery twice — we
needed a new one,” he said.

After a couple of years he moved to Gundagai, where
he recalls attending motor vehicle crashes on the Hume
Highway. “And there were plenty of them.”

After several years at Gundagai he went to Bega. At
about that time the second Vatican Council was meeting in
Rome. One of its more obvious changes was to allow Mass
to be celebrated in languages other than Latin.

Fr Drinkwater said though he had studied in Latin and
understood it, few of his parishioners did. “It was a great
thing the Vatican Council did. It gave us the liturgy in
English.” When that occurred he was at Gunning. Soon
after that he went to Boorowa.

Since his ordination he has served under six bishops or
archbishops and is awaiting the seventh. Did he have a
favourite. “Archbishop Carroll was a country lad and we
were also class mates,” he said. “We went through the
seminary together and had been friends for many years.”
E-mail ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au
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| Snapshots
- of our
past...

CLOCKWISE FROM
FAR LEFT: 1950s view
of Manuka; photograph
from a painting of Yass
settlement 1858; the
historic and still used St
Gregory’s, Queanbeyan;
the original “tinny”
church West Wyalong
1906; first community
Good Samaritan Sisters
at St Christopher’s
School 1928; St
Thomas’ Church,
Moonbah, highest
church in Archdiocese
and still in use; Arch-
bishop Cahill and some
well-known faces 1974.
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Fr Bill’s link with first bishop
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“For the first two years there we held Mass in the
Kambah public school, because there was nowhere else.

Then the St Thomas the Apostle school was built
and we held Mass there until the church was able to
be finished.”

After many years at Kambah, Fr Kennedy moved
to St Joseph’s parish, O’Connor, in 1995, where he
still serves today.

In 2007, Fr Kennedy had to witness the church
badly damaged after four fires were deliberately lit
on the church site.

“I heard the fire brigade and came over to see
what had happened.

“They were fighting the fire and I stood there all
night and watched it burn down.”

The fire burnt down the parish centre and the
roof of the church; although luckily the church’s
iconic stained glass windows were saved.

The windows were shipped over from Dublin
when the church was first built and are irreplaceable.
“After it burnt down we found the original plans for

Internet www.cg.catholic.org.au

the church and rebuilt it so it looked exactly the
same,” Fr Kennedy said.

“It cost us $2 million to rebuild. But I'm glad I’ve
been here to make sure it was done.”

In another setback in his time in the parish, in
2004 he was beaten and left on the church steps by a
man wanting money.

“I had a broken jaw and broken palate,” he said.
“My nose was broken in two places, my eye socket
broken and my cheekbone shattered.

“So I had to spend quite a bit of time in hospital
to recover.

“I could have died if I wasn’t found. But there
was a St Vincent de Paul meeting on in the church
and they came out and found me, called an ambu-
lance and got me off to hospital.”

Fr Kennedy is renowned for his care of the sick.

As chaplain of Clare Holland House since it opened,
he visits patients in the hospice every day of the year.

St Joseph’s will be Fr Kennedy’s last parish.

“I could have retired before but I'll stay here until my
health holds up and then go into retirement,” he said.
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