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A long-awaited meeting between Pope Francis and 
six survivors of clerical sexual abuse sent a clear mes-
sage that the issue was at the top of his agenda, CEO 
of the Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council 
Francis Sullivan said.

The Pope asked the three men and three women 
from Ireland, Britain and Germany for forgiveness for 
the Church’s sins of omissions in sex abuse scandals. 

“For the first time it seems, the Pope has publi-
cally recognised the hurt and suffering people feel 
over the inaction of Church leaders when confronted 
with the reality of sex abuse,” Mr Sullivan said. “I 
hope if  he travels elsewhere, the Pope will meet with 
more survivors of abuse. It is also very welcome that 
the Pope has flagged his recognition that it has been 
leadership within the Church that has played a part 
in the abuse scandal. 

“The comments from the Pope are the strongest we 
have heard from the Vatican and they reinforce the 
position taken by the Catholic Church here in Australia 
as we go through the Royal Commission.

“The Pope now needs to back up his comments 
with real action and start the long and difficult pro-
cess of re    form which, in a 2000-year-old institution 
like the Cath  olic Church, can be difficult, slow and 
com  plicated.

“The Pope now has in place his agenda for reform, 
a powerful internal dedicated Vatican Commission to 
drive the changes and the support and good will of the 
billions of Catholics around the world. Now is the 
time for change and real action.”

In his homily at Mass attended by the six victims in 
the Sanctae Marthae Chapel, Pope Francis said: “I feel 
the gaze of Jesus and I ask for the grace to weep, the 

grace for the Church to weep and make reparation for 
her sons and daughters who betrayed their mission, 
who abused innocent persons.

“Before God and his people I express my sorrow 
for the sins and grave crimes of clerical sexual abuse 
committed against you. And I humbly ask forgiveness. 

“I beg your forgiveness, too, for the sins of omis-
sion on the part of Church leaders who did not res-
pond adequately to reports of abuse made by family 
members, as well as by abuse victims themselves.” The 
Pope said it caused him “distress and pain at the fact 
that some priests and bishops, by sexually abusing 
minors, violated their innocence and their own priestly 
vocation. It is like a sacrilegious cult, because these 
boys and girls had been entrusted to the priestly char-
ism in order to be brought to God.”

Cardinal
on road to
sainthood
By Fiona van der Plaat

A week before the fall of Saigon 
in April 1975, Therese Thuy Tien 
fled to Australia with her daughter 
Pascale, her parents and one of her 
sisters.

Ms Tien’s husband Patrick 
Dinh, a physics lecturer who could 
not leave initially because he was of 
military service age, managed to 
join them in October that year.

One family member who did 
not come with them was Ms Tien’s 
brother Archbishop Van Thuan, 
who was later to become Cardinal 
Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan.

The clergyman was under house 
arrest when his family left and was 
then transported by sea to North 
Vietnam, where he was imprisoned 
for 13 years, nine of them in solitary 
confinement.

It was during this time, under 
shocking conditions, that he bore 
witness to his faith in extraordinary 
ways, including writing texts that 
have continued to bring hope and 
inspiration to others. 

Not that his family knew much 
about what was going on at that 
time with the brother and son who 
would later be set on the path to 
beatification.

“We did not receive any news 
about him for years. We thought 
they had already killed him,” Ms 
Tien, who lives in Canberra with 
her husband and daughter, said.

The Red Cross tracked him 
down after four years in what was 
euphemistically known as a “re-
education camp” and was able to 
tell his relieved family he was alive.

“Later on he was told by the 
Communists to write to ask us for 
medication because he was sick,” 
Ms Tien said. 

“We had to send a prescription 
to a pharmacy in France every 
month. It was for hundreds of anti-
biotics. We knew it couldn’t be for 
him but we had no choice.”

The family was also asked to 
send milk, supposedly to sustain Ms 
Tien’s ailing brother. “We would 
send cans of condensed milk but 
after he was released he told us they 

would bring him empty cans and say 
the mice ate it all.” The Red Cross 
arranged at one stage to take him to 
France for an operation before 
returning him to North Viet nam.

Ms Tien says the family relied on 
their strong faith to help them 
through this time.

“We always trusted in God,” Ms 
Tien said. “We got that from our 
parents. When we flew out from 
Viet   nam, we were empty handed but 
we put our trust in God.

“Mum used to pray and say we 
give him (the Cardinal) to God so 
God can use him the way he wants 
to. We would also say a rosary every 
day for him.”

It was a joyous time for the fam-
ily when Cardinal Van Thuan was 

released after 13 years and came to 
visit them in Sydney and Canberra 
in 1989. He visited again in 1993, 
when his father died. Pope John 
Paul II made him a cardinal in 2001, 
a year before he died of cancer at 
76. Ms Tien, who in 2005 visited the 
prison her brother spent many years 
in and met guards he had converted 
to his faith, said his imminent beati-
fication (the diocesan phase of the 
process finished last year) is a source 
of great joy and pride for the family.

Archbishop Christopher Prowse 
will dedicate the 11am Mass at St 
Christopher’s Cathedral on Sunday, 
10 August, to the Cardinal, marking 
the 12th anniversary of his death.

Trust in God … 
Therese Thuy Tien 
and her husband 
Patrick Dinh with 
photos and 
mementos of her 
brother Cardinal 
Francis Xavier 
Nguyen Van Thuan, 
who is on the path 
to beatification. 
Mass will be 
celebrated in his 
honour at St 
Christopher’s 
Cathedral at 11am 
on 10 August.

Sexual abuse: ‘now is the time for real action’
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christopher our archbishop

We all know of the Second Vatican 
Council and its important documents 
of 50 years ago. One of those docu-
ments was focused on the lay faithful. 
It was called the Decree on the 
Apostolate of the Laity (Apostolicam 
Actuositatem, 1965). A follow-up 
essential document on the lay faithful 
was written by St John Paul II and 
called Christifideles Laici in 1988.

These basic documents of the 
Catholic Church teach that the laity are 
not simply the helpers of priests. Nor 
are they simply members of the Church. 
Through their Baptism, they are the 
Church along with the Pope, bishops, 
priests, deacons and religious.

What a strange looking Church we 
would be if over 99% of our “family” 
(ie, the laity) were not considered the 
Church!

As Christifideles Laici beautifully 
phrases it: “According to the Biblical 
image of the vineyard, the Lay Faithful, 
together with all other members of the 
Church, are branches engrafted to 
Christ the true vine, and from Him 
derive their life and fruitfulness.” (n.9)

As in all other parts of our Catholic 
world, the lay faithful in the Archdiocese 
of Canberra and Goulburn constitute 
the major part of our diocesan “family”.  
So many of our leaders in the Arch-
diocese are laity. I think immediately of 
parents and men and women in pro-
fessional life. They take on responsi-
bility in the Church’s mission for the 
sanctification and evangelisation of 
the world. More specifically, in every 
diocese, including Canberra and Goul-
burn, so many of the lay faithful assist 
the bishop directly in the governance 
of the diocese.

I would like to mention two such 
lay leaders who have recently retired 

from long-time roles of leadership in 
the Archdiocese. How wonderfully 
they have activated their baptismal 
dignity to the greater glory of God in 
our local Church.

NEIL HARRIGAN (Director of 
CatholicCare)

For over 20 years, Neil Harrigan 
– through Centacare/CatholicCare – 
has shown the face of Jesus to so 
many of those who live in highly mar-
ginalised situations. Under his leader-
ship, CatholicCare has flourished. It 
continues to live out practically for us 
all the command of the Lord to watch 
over the sick, hungry and lonely. We 
offer our thanks also to his wife, Mary.

GEOFF ORCHISON (Catholic 
Voice Editor)

Also, for over 20 years, Geoff Orch-
 ison has made Jesus known and loved 
via the media. More than 230 of the 
300 editions of Catholic Voice have 
been published under his role as editor. 

His media expertise has been 
invaluable in assisting the Archbishops 
of our Archdiocese to make the voice 
of the Catholic Church known in the 
media “marketplace”. We thank also 
his wife, Sue.

In highlighting the Gospel contri-
butions of Neil and Geoff, I simply 
wish to thank them sincerely on behalf 
of all of us in the Archdiocese. We do 
not take their contributions for grant-
ed. We know that other gifted men 
and women will follow them.

Yet, in mentioning them specifi-
cally, we can see that the teachings of 
the Second Vatican Council on the 
lay faithful are being lived out in our 
very midst practically.

Long may their good example live 
on in inspiring other lay faithful to live 
out their baptismal dignity in our 
Archdiocese!
Archbishop  
Christopher Prowse.

The lay faithful: branches
grafted onto true vine, Christ

Archbishop’s diary
AUGUST

5 Liturgy, visit to Confirmation 
students, St Joseph’s Primary, 
O’Connor; BBQ with student 
leaders Carroll College, St Clare’s 
College, Archbishop’s House.

6 Meet staff, students St Edmund’s 
College

7 Morning tea, St Bede’s Primary, 
Red Hill

8 Mass, St Clare’s feast day, St 
Clare’s College

10 Confirmation, O’Connor
12 Meet student leaders Marist 

College, Merici College, at 
Archbishop’s House

15 Visit students, staff St Thomas 
More Primary, Campbell

16 Confirmation Mass, Goulburn
17 Confirmation Mass, Braidwood
19 Visit Confirmation students, St 

Michael’s Primary, Kaleen
20 Lunch, St Benedict’s community 

day centre, Queanbeyan; 
Confirmation Mass, Kaleen.

23 Anniversary dinner, Carmelite 
Sisters

24 Mass, 40th anniversary 
foundation of Carmelite 
Monastery, Cathedral

28 Pre-Confirmation visit, St 
Thomas More School, Campbell

around the catholic world
Peace summit ‘not in vain’

VATICAN CITY (VIS): The Pope has launched a fresh 
appeal for fervent prayer for peace in the Holy Land in the 
light of  the tragic events of  recent days. “I still recall the 
meeting of  8 June with Patriarch Bartholomaios, President 
Peres and President Abbas, with whom we invoked the gift 
of  peace and heard the call to break the cycle of  hatred 
and violence,” he said. “Some might think that such a 
meeting took place in vain. But no, because prayer helps us 
not to allow ourselves to be overcome by evil, nor resign 
ourselves to violence and hatred taking over dialogue and 
reconciliation.”

New leader for religious
MELBOURNE: Sr Berneice Loch 

RSM (pictured right) has been elected 
president of  Catholic Religious 
Australia. She is currently leader of 
the Institute of Sisters of Mercy of 
Australia and Papua New Guinea. She 
received the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in 2013. Among her 
leadership achievements was her cen-
tral role in the establishment of Mercy 
Partners (2004-2011) and more recent-
ly the Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua 
New Guinea. She replaces Sr Annette Cunliffe RSC. 
(Picture: Casamento Photography).

Project Compassion nets $11m
SYDNEY: Caritas Australia has thanked thousands of 

supporters, including schools and parishes, across Australia 
who helped raise almost $11 million in Project Compassion.

Run over the six weeks of  Lent, Caritas Australia’s 
major annual fundraiser over the years has helped thou-
sands of  vulnerable communities around the world to 
build better lives for themselves.

Coast college head named
SOUTH COAST: Carroll College, Broulee, will have a 

new principal from the beginning of  the 2015 school year. 
He is Steve Bath, current assistant principal curriculum at 
the college, a position he has held since 2007.

Mr Bath has held a number of  leadership positions in 
the Archdiocese over the past 20 years.

He has worked at the former Padua Catholic High 
School, Wanniassa, Mt Carmel Central School, Yass, and 
MacKillop Catholic College, Tuggeranong. 

Anglican world leader to visit
MELBOURNE: The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 

Welby, will attend the installation of the new leader of the 
Australian Anglican Church at a service in Melbourne this 
month. Archbishop Welby, spiritual head of the world’s 70 
million Anglicans, is making a fleeting visit to Australia so he 
can attend the inauguration service of Melbourne Archbishop 
Philip Freier at St Paul’s Cathedral on 13 August. 
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Open mind is all that’s needed
Apart from personal belongings, par-

ticipants in the Archdiocese’s Overflow 
retreat in Galong this month need only 
bring an open mind and their “lived expe-
rience”.

That is the advice from retreat guide 
Frances Tilly, a trained leader in the 
Ignatian spiritual exercises and a spiritual 
director.

Mrs Tilly, a pastoral associate in the 
parishes of Our Lady of the Way in North 
Sydney, said participants will not need any 
particular knowledge or experience to 
reap the full benefits of the retreat.

“All you need is an openness and 
readiness to give it a try. Where you are is 
where God is willing to meet you and you 
just enter into it as you can and as you 
want to.”

The retreat will be structured around 
“dynamic and integrated spiritual exer-
cises” grounded in the exercises of  St 

Ignatius. “The whole key starting place is 
always someone’s lived experience,” Mrs 
Tilly said. “It’s all about listening, and 
praying in a way that engages the whole 
of  me and my instincts, not just rattling 
off  the prayers of  the Church.” She will 
guide people through the exercises and 
then they will be given time to “process it 
all” individually before joining a “guided 
spiritual conversation” as a group.

Daily Mass and opportunities for 
Reconciliation will be the sacramental 

threads in the retreat. Retreat organiser 
Deacon Matt Ransom said he expected 
people of  all ages and experiences to be 
among the group of  about 40 at Galong 
from 29-31 August.

Young people faced with decisions 
about what to do with their life would 
benefit from the retreat, he said, as would 
parishioners of  all ages who may be look-
ing to “step back from their busy lives 
and perhaps look at what changes they 
can make”.

“It’s a chance to reflect, relax and restore 
in a prayerful environment,” he said. 

“There will be lots of  good food, five-
star accommodation, and a good variety 
of  social and physical activities, sleep and 
prayer.”

For information on the Overflow 
retreat, contact CatholicLIFE on 6163 
4300 or info@catholiclife.org.au.

Our new 
editor

The new editor of  Catholic 
Voice, Felicity de Fombelle, is a 
mum of four and a journalist, 
who moved to Canberra from 
Melbourne about seven years ago.

She started her journalism 
career in 1990 as a “copy kid” at 
the Melbourne Sun newspaper. 
She has worked in the Canberra 
press gallery at Parliament House 
and in London. She was in news-
papers for many years before 
working as a press secretary for 
several federal politicians.

She has been the editor of the 
Archdiocesan family magazine 
My Family, My Faith since 2011, 
and has also published a book.

Married to Paul, she relishes 
family time with her four young 
boys and also enjoys reading, keep-
ing fit and annual holidays to 
France to visit her husband’s family.   

New six-year terms for parish priests
Archbishop Christopher Prowse has 

confirmed the reappointments for six years 
of a number of parish priests.

Fr Mick Burke has been reappointed to 
Yass and as administrator of Gunning; Fr 
Lachlan Coll to Wanniassa; Fr Mark 
Croker to Gungahlin; Fr Tony Frey to 
North Woden; Fr Dermid McDermott to 
Goulburn and as administrator of 
Braidwood and Taralga in the Goulburn 

Mission; Fr Emil Milat to Moruya; Fr 
Peter My to Kambah; Fr Warrick Tonkin 
to Evatt and Fr Julian Wellspring to 
Campbell. 

Fr Sijo Thekkekunnel will be adminis-
trator of Tumut and Fr Varghese Vavolil  
acting administrator of St Christopher’s 
Cathedral. Deacon John Lim will live in 
Bungendore presbytery and work part-
time in the Queanbeyan Mission, as well 

as in the military, ecumenical and inter-
religious apostolates in the Archdiocese. 
Deacon Matt Ransom has been appointed 
to South Woden and will continue his role 
in the catechetical apostolate. Seminarian 
Trenton van Reesch has begun an eight-
week pastoral immersion at St Christopher’s 
Cathedral. He will return to Rome and will 
be ordained to the diaconate at St Peter’s 
Basilica on 2 October.Coast college head named

SOUTH COAST: Carroll College, Broulee, will have a 
new principal from the beginning of  the 2015 school year. 
He is Steve Bath, current assistant principal curriculum at 
the college, a position he has held since 2007.

Mr Bath has held a number of  leadership positions in 
the Archdiocese over the past 20 years.

He has worked at the former Padua Catholic High 
School, Wanniassa, Mt Carmel Central School, Yass, and 
MacKillop Catholic College, Tuggeranong. 

Anglican world leader to visit
MELBOURNE: The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 

Welby, will attend the installation of the new leader of the 
Australian Anglican Church at a service in Melbourne this 
month. Archbishop Welby, spiritual head of the world’s 70 
million Anglicans, is making a fleeting visit to Australia so he 
can attend the inauguration service of Melbourne Archbishop 
Philip Freier at St Paul’s Cathedral on 13 August. 
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Pray for crash victims
In the wake of the Malaysian 

Airlines disaster in Ukraine, Arch-
bishop Christopher Prowse called 
on people to pray for the victims.

He expressed shock at the death 
of so many Australians in the crash. 

“I was especially saddened to 
hear that one of the victims is a 
Canberran,” he said.

He called on people in their 
workplaces and at home to spend 
a minute in silence to remember in 
their own way all the nearly 300 
victims and their loved ones. 

“Our prayers go out for all the 
victims and their families at this 
terrible time,” he said.

A Sacred Heart sister who was 
on staff  at Kincoppal-Rose Bay 
School in Sydney, Sr Philomene 
Tiernan RSCJ, was one of  28 
Australian victims.

Principal of the Sydney Cath-
olic girls school where she had 
worked for more than 30 years as 
a teacher and boarding mistress 
Hilary Johnston-Croke said Sr 
Philomene was “a very much loved 
staff  member and friend”.

The ACT victim was reported 
to be 50-year-old public servant 
and mother of two Liliane Derden.

Jane Chifley believes children’s 
prayers are “very powerful”.

“Sometimes I think God hears 
them more than he hears some of 
us adults,” she said.

That is why the music teacher 
from Sacred Heart Central School 
in Cootamundra has been so driv-
en over the past three years to 
involve schools in what she calls 
the rosary version of the Cancer 
Council’s Biggest Morning Tea.

Miss Chifley officially started 
the National Rosary Event, in 
which school children around 
Aust  ralia are encouraged to say a 
decade of  the rosary at a given 
time, or as close to it as possible, 
while teaching in Wollongong in 
2012.

She organised the event again 
last year, as a teacher in Narellan 
Vale near Camden outside Syd-

ney, and the prayers were said for 
“life issues”.

She has since taken up a full-
time job at Cootamundra but has 
carried her commitment to the 
event with her. 

This year’s national rosary will 
take place at 10.30am (EST) on 
Monday 13 October and the 
prayers will be for “the future of 
Australia, its protection and for 
our youth”.

The event is being promoted 
through the Catholic Education 
Office, and although schools do 
not need to register Miss Chifley 
estimates that between 30,000 
and 100,000 students have taken 
part around Australia in the past 
two years.

A picture will also be circulat-
ed to primary schools as the basis 
of a colouring-in competition to 
accompany the rosary event.

Nation’s biggest rosary event

Theologian’s thoughts turn
to retirement, just quietly

By Fiona van der Plaat
The long summer school holidays are, as 

Prof Raymond Canning has said to his three 
children, the “time for reading the Russian 
novels”. 

Now, although the summer holidays are 
still months away, he is thinking about read-
ing War and Peace – again.

And reading more poetry. And watching 
more movies. And perhaps spending some 
time in the garden he is having redone, even 
though he doesn’t consider himself a gardener.

It will all be part of a new life of retire-
ment for the 66-year-old professor of theol-
ogy at Australian Catholic University’s 
Watson campus. Prof Canning has worked 
for the university since it was founded in 
1991 and, in the five years before that, for 
the teachers’ college ACU grew out of.

In that time, he has played an integral 
role in the growth of the university’s offer-
ings, particularly in the area of theology, was 
director of the Centre for Inter-religious 
Dialogue and contributed to the core cur-
riculum units on the common good and 
dignity of the human person. 

He would also like to continue to put his 
interest and expertise in inter-religious dia-
logue, which he thinks is vital to encourag-
ing theological reflection and building rela-
tionships between people of different faiths, 
to good use in his retirement, “but I’m not 
sure how I’ll do that yet”.

Regardless of the paths he takes from 
here, the sure thing will be the Augustinian 
values and principles that have underpinned 
his life, studies and work since he was young. 
The eldest of  nine children in a “very 
Catholic” family, Prof Canning did most of 
his schooling at the Augustinian-run Villa-
nova College in Brisbane.

The values his family and school instilled 
in him resonated with the young Raymond. 
“I was an altar boy and trained other altar 
boys … and I always did well in religious 
education classes.”

He joined the Augustinians after leaving 
school and spent 20 “very rich years” with the 
order, including studying philosophy and the-
ology in Rome in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. His doctoral thesis, meanwhile, was an 
examination of Augustine’s interpretation of 
the unity of love for God and neighbour.

Prof Canning regards the years he was 
able to spend studying, reading and inter-

preting the teachings of St Augustine and 
trying to discern the shifts in his theological 
thought as a “great privilege”.

As someone once said to him, if  he was 
going to devote himself  to a single author 
then it would need to be somebody substan-
tial. Prof Canning was pretty confident St 
Augustine, as “one of the greatest minds in 
history”, could stand up to the scrutiny.

Given Prof Canning’s upbringing, the 
saint was also a logical choice. “It was a 
natural progression,” he said, noting the 
“sense of fraternity, the sense of hospitality 
and the emphasis on community” as some 
of the values that attracted him.

A sense of community has been an impor-
tant aspect of his time at ACU. “I have been 
very lucky here to have supportive colleagues 
– very talented, energetic and imaginative 
people.” He has also “loved the warmth and 
enthusiasm of the students, of all ages”.

When he started at what was then a 
Dominican-run teachers’ college, Prof 
Canning “could not have imagined what it 
would become”. Not only did the develop-
ment into ACU mean more programs could 
be offered, but it also meant theology could 
be taught in its own right rather than just as 
part of the bachelor of education course.

Prof Canning draws great satisfaction from 
seeing his students of theology making their 
mark in pastoral care, academia, chaplaincy 
roles, social services and many other areas.

His hope now is that bachelor of theology 
course, which was dropped as a face-to-face 
format because of a lack of numbers, will be 
resurrected as an online offering soon.

Meanwhile, Prof Canning, having cleaned 
out room B71 on level 1 of the Blackfriars 
Building at Watson, which has been his office 
“for quite a long time”, will turn his attention 
to family matters. 

He has one daughter getting married in 
September and another off  to England next 
year, after finishing year 12, to work as a 
teacher assistant. 

He also expects to be picking up more of 
the slack while his Belgian wife Lutgart con-
tinues to work on her kitchen design business.

In general, he will do what he has always 
done and get on with whatever he does in his 
own quiet but thoroughly considered way. 
“That’s my style – to keep my head down,” 
he said. 

Sense of community … Prof Raymond Canning is retiring after 28 years on 
campus at Watson.

Subscribe to the Archdiocese’s weekly enews bulletin 
by going to www.cg.catholic.org.au – It’s free!
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By Fiona van der Plaat
She might have just been 

handed the reins of a leading 
player in the changing and chal-
lenging welfare sector, but as 
far as baptisms of fire go, this 
one is not at the top of Anne 
Kirwan’s list.

The new chief executive offic-
er of Archdiocesan social servic-
es agency CatholicCare will step 
into Neil Harrigan’s formidable 
shoes knowing that she has had 
the best grounding possible.

After 20 years with the 
agency, including half  of them 
in management, and a lead-up 
period as acting agency head, 
she feels she is ready for the 
challenge.

“I have had great supporters 
and mentors in Neil and also 
(former agency deputy) Faye 
Green over 20 years,” she said.

“I have been saying to every-
one that I have big shoes to fill. 
But I’m very excited about the 
opportunity.”

It’s an opportunity she has 
been earning since her real bap-
tism of fire 20 years ago, when 
she started as a casual worker 
at Ainslie Village, which pro-
vided acc  ommodation for the 
homeless.

It was there that the young 
psychologist first encountered 
the flesh-and-blood manifesta-
tions of the mental conditions 
she had studied.

“When I was studying psy-
chology, I would read about 
paranoid schizophrenia and 
wonder if  I would ever meet 
someone with it. Well, from my 
first day at Ainslie Village I met 
many people with paranoid 
schizophrenia.”

It was an eye-opener for Ms 
Kirwan to work in a place where 
“no day was ever the same”.

“We had a wonderful collec-
tion of people who were home-
less. 

“Some of them would get off  
the trains, stay a while and then 
head off on the trains again to 
somewhere else. Then they’d be 
back again the next year.” 

It was there that she learnt to 
advocate for vulnerable people 
and tells the story of early on in 
her experience calling out an 
emergency services worker who 
was negative and judgmental 
about a resident who was becom-
ing psychotic and delusional.

When CatholicCare, then 
known as Centacare, assumed 

control of Ainslie Village, Ms 
Kirwan realised she had found 
her niche.

“The clients were good and 
I loved the mission of the agen-
cy, helping society’s most vul-
nerable people. It was a great fit 
for me.”

Not only did it fit with her 
Catholic upbringing and faith, 
but it suited her natural inclina-
tion to work out what makes 
people tick.

“From when I was a child 
I’ve always been interested in 
how people think and, more 
importantly, how the way you 
think affects the way you feel.”

She also describes herself  as 
“a bit of an extrovert” whose 
ability to talk to people and 

make them feel comfortable 
“can be very helpful in the wel-
fare sector”.

“What really motivates me is 
having a role where I can make 
a difference in people’s lives,” 
Ms Kirwan said.

“I’m blessed that I have the 
opportunity every day to work 
with fabulous people and now I 
have the opportunity to influ-
ence the way the organisation 
works with people.”

It is an important time for 
the agency, which is reorganis-
ing itself  to fit into a new wel-
fare environment driven by the 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme.

“The welfare sector is expe-
riencing unprecedented change 
and the agency needs to adapt 
and change the way we work. 
My responsibility is to lead 
that chan ge and support our 
staff  and clients through that,” 
she said.

She will also maintain her 
own clinical caseload, to stay in 
touch both with her profession 
and with the people the agency 
exists to serve.

Ms Kirwan’s experience in 
management roles has taught 
her to find a balance between 
her work and private life. 

• Cont Page 8.

In changing times 
new welfare leader 
aims to make 
a difference

A “great fit” … Anne Kirwan is taking over as head of 
CatholicCare after 20 years with the agency.
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What have  
you done?

“So, what are you going to do?”
That’s quite a demanding ques-

tion. Not as confronting as “what 
have you done?” or “why did you do 
that?”, but demanding enough.

It’s one I’ve been answering for 
a few months after unwisely telling 
people well in advance that I intend-
ed to retire.

Retiring is a little like moving, 
really. As a journalist, I’ve inflicted 
moving house on my wife and fam-
ily several times, not as often as a 
bank manager or perhaps some 
public servants, but often enough. 

With moving, the agenda seems 
clear; ends are neatly tied, houses 
sold, promises made about friend-
ships, minds are refocussed on one 
of life’s traumas, starting afresh, 
stepping out into the un  known, 
proving yourself yet again in your 
chosen field.

Retirement apparently can mean 
some of these things, but probably 

not all. For some lucky (or sensible) 
people retirement appears to be a 
bit like slipping into a comfortable 
pair of old shoes. Just one big long 
weekend. 

A friend of a friend apparently 
didn’t bother to get out of his dress-
ing gown until after lunch each day. 
We scoffed and tutted and felt sorry 
for him. And yet…. 

Others, and, it seems, many of 
those who are posing that question 

at the start of this column, need to 
know that plans are in place, not an 
idle hour left unaccounted for. My 
vagueness about plans leaves them 
looking slightly askance at me. 

Their question, and my uneasy 
response as I now realise, leaves 
the door open for them to launch 
into a well-rehearsed spiel about 
what they intend to do when retire-
ment comes knocking. 

Even leisure, it seems, requires 
the appointment of a project director.

I feel somewhat intimidated by 
the litany of achievements still lin-
ing up to be knocked off by these 
worthy people. 

I wonder why I have the feeling 
that I don’t quite understand them.

I’m told by any number of well-
meaning, thoughtful friends that in 
retirement “you won’t know your-
self”, which may or may not be a 
concern, and that “I don’t know how 
I found time for work”. 

One ventured that he is working 
harder in retirement than he ever 
did in his working life. 

For some of us blessed with an 
anxious disposition, however, the 
thought of waking up in the morning 
without a looming deadline, often 
self-imposed, without thoughts of 
story ideas, photo possibilities, med-
ia inquiries invading the brain space, 
without a thumping heartbeat and 
an urge to leap out of bed and get 
going, appears to have quite luxuri-
ous aspects.

I have this pact with God about 
retirement. 

Firstly, God doesn’t go first, and 
secondly, God doesn’t have to tell 
me what God has in mind for me. 
God just needs to open the door. 
Then, when I’m asked “what are you 
going to do?”, I can truthfully say, 
“God knows…”

•	 THIS	month	marks	the	301st	issue	
of Catholic Voice, which began in June 1988. 
It also marks the 233rd issue – and the last 
– that I have had the pleasure of editing. 

•		 IN	 MY	 DAY	 is	 a	 column	 about	
modern society, community and the things 
that arise in our day-to-day world that 
cause us to reflect on how we live together 
and interact. Contributions of about 350 
words are welcome. Send them to cath-
comm@cg.catholic.org.au.

www.trailerskipscanberra.com.au

ACT’s CHEAPEST 5 & 6m3 SKIPS 
(As per survey of competitors 5&6m3 skips 5/2/14) 

We are the di�  cult access specialists; as 
low as 2.1m, we can fi t under a carport or 
building, and up tight driveways etc. 
(only 2.1m wide), with rear opening doors. 
Great for household/garage/yard clean 
ups, kitchen/bathroom renovations etc.

From $200 (same for both 5 & 6m3 skip sizes – pending availability)
0406 728 198 or book online

NEWS: We are now a full time, seven days a week business 
& have just doubled our fl eet of skips.

We deliver it, you fi ll it, we take it away!

BOOKING NOW!
26 MAGİCAL DAYS

Capri
Sicily
Lago Maggiore
Venice
PLUS much more...

Details:
Ottavio 0448 723 235; 02 6288 6209 
ottaviobagozzi@grapevine.com.au

2015 Cult�ral Tour of ITALY

�
�
�
�
�

The role of Sydney Catholic girls’ (select) schools 
in the development of a Catholic middle class

Speaker: Dr Janice Garaty, Historian
2.30pm, Sunday 17 August

Crypt Hall, St Patrick’s, Church Hill 
(Grosvenor Street), The Rocks, Sydney

Meetings and afternoon tea conclude around 4.30pm
Guest speaker each month presents on a topic of 

Catholic historical interest. All welcome.
Inquiries: Email secretaryachs@gmail.com or go to 

www.australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au

Australian Catholic 
Historical Society

Audrey and John Smith, 
who have run the Billings natu-
ral family planning program in 
Canberra for more than 40 
years, have been named ACT 
family of the year by the 
Australian Family Association.

Together they have devel-
oped an online program for 
couples to use for natural fam-
ily planning. It has worldwide 
application and the site is get-
ting hits from countries in 
Africa, as well as from Russia 
and China. 

Australian Family Assoc-
iation ACT president Paul 
Monagle said Audrey and John 
Smith were an inspiration.

They had made a signifi-
cant contribution to their fam-

ily but also the community, the 
Church and the nation. 

The Smiths have two adult 
daughters and two grandchil-
dren, but still find time for 
many activities including 
arranging Friday adoration at 
St Christopher’s Cathedral and 
taking part in the Serra Club.

Mrs Smith described their 
family as “ordinary”. “No 
doubt I am talking to the con-
verted and repeating what oth-
ers have said, when I say that 
the family is the basic unit of 
society. It should receive great-
er support from governments 
of the day. In particular for 
me, the concern is the single-
income family with one par-
ent, usually the mother, not in 

the paid work force, providing 
nurturing and raising the chil-
dren because the parents are 
the best ones to fulfil this role. 
But all manner of families are 
swimming against the tide.

“I have been greatly influ-
enced by John Paul II, who 
saw the family as an active and 
vital agent in establishing a 
civilisation of love and the 
renewal of Christian culture. 
He was a champion of mar-
riage and family life. There is a 
lot of talk of recent times 
about the retirement age but as 
far as the family goes, there is 
no retirement age. Continuing 
to be involved with the extend-
ed family and our grandchil-
dren is a labour of love.”

More support needed... Australian Family Association ACT 
president Paul Monagle with John and Audrey Smith.

‘Ordinary’ family’s labour of love

In My Day
 

By Geoff Orchison

CATholiC VoiCE  
Share yours with a friend
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By Fiona van der Plaat
When he was 12, John “Jack” McGrath 

decided he should be a priest.
The thought came to him while he was sit-

ting on a step at Daramalan College one lunch 
time, contemplating life and religion, which 
“was a very big part of my life”.

“Then someone kicked a football, which 
came bouncing past me so I got up and chased 
it,” he said, and that distraction was the begin-
ning of the end of his call to the priesthood.

The idea did not exactly go bouncing away 
with the ball, but life threw him other opportu-
nities that demanded his attention.

The most enticing of these was served up on 
a pizza plate. 

Having left school after year 10 to take up 
an apprenticeship as a motor mechanic and 
later start his own motor repair business, he 
couldn’t resist when a friend, who owned a 
pizza shop in Batemans Bay, suggested three of 
them join forces to start a pizza delivery busi-
ness in Canberra.

He only has his wife Julie to blame, really, 
since she was the one who sent his friend in the 
Bay an article about the Silvio brothers in 
Brisbane, who were making a fortune as the 
first pizza delivery business in Australia.

And so the seed was planted for the birth of 
Jacko’s Dial-a-Pizza in Page in 1987. There is 
some doubt about whether it was the first in 
town, since a similar outlet opened a suburb 
away in Scullin “probably a couple of weeks 
before us”.

Mr McGrath smiles at the memories of 
Jacko’s in full swing. “We used to drive around 
in little Ford Escort vans with a phone on the 
roof.”

They originally filmed the ads for the busi-
ness in Mr McGrath’s family home in Kaleen, 
with his sons Trevor, now 40, Tim, 35, and 
Luke, 33, helping out. “We’d boil the kettle to 
get steam to make the pizzas look hot.”

Jacko’s grew for five years until Pizza Hut 
moved in and started offering two-for-one 
deals with free soft drinks.

Meanwhile, the Jacko’s team had been 
intro duced to the Domino’s enterprise at a 
world pizza rally in Las Vegas. 

“They stood out like spots on an elephant 
and we came back saying we wanted to be 
Domino’s one day,” Mr McGrath said.

Domino’s wasn’t in Australia at that time, 
so they signed up with Silvio’s. “Initially, it was 
the worst mistake we had made because the 
branding change killed us.”

They were rescued when the owner of 
Hungry Jack’s, who also had a major share in 
Silvio’s, bought the rights to Domino’s in 
Australia but ran it using Silvio’s systems.

That opened the chance for Mr McGrath 
and his partners to start up Domino’s in 
Canberra. 

“When we rebadged the shops, we would 
have kids down at the lights with wobble 
boards advertising the specials,” Mr McGrath 
said. “The business just grew.”

He ran the Domino’s outlet in Florey that is 
now widely known as the busiest in Australia 
until five years ago, when he stepped aside to 
give himself  a break from the relentless hours.

At 61, he has not given up making pizzas, 
though. With the help of his family, he runs 
Jacko’s Catering, making and selling pizzas 
from the back of two vans for events.

• Cont Page 8.

Pizza man’s supreme choice takes
some
topping

A slice of life … John “Jack” McGrath with his pizza van.

More support needed... Australian Family Association ACT 
president Paul Monagle with John and Audrey Smith.
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Winter 
Home 
Sales

Last week I took advan-
tage of  the holidays and 
braved a visit with my chil-
dren and friends to the crisp 
snow covered mountains 
surrounding Canberra. The 
fact that we live in a pictur-
esque, clean and expansively 
serviced city just a few hours 
from the snow, surf  and 
even the “harbour city”, it 
became quite evident to me 
just how good we have it in 
Canberra.

In recent times I have 
met with a number of cou-
ples and families who have 
recently moved here and are 
looking to call Canberra 
home. In general, these peo-
ple echo these sentiments 
and yes we do have to ‘brave 
the cold’ as it were – but just 
dressing appropriately can 
overcome this. 

Sales indicate auction 
clear  ance rates are on the 
improve and 4 of those were 
my clients (successful bid-
ders) just in the past 2 week-
ends who decided to make 
Canb erra their home for now! 

Winter, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn – when is the right 
time to buy? I know 4 cou-
ples who would say “Now”!

Gerard Heffernan
02 62607880
0402 026 246

gh@tiffenandco.com
www.tiffenandco.com

23 Jardine Street, 
Kingston ACT 2604

Advertisement

HOMe BaSe

Gerard Heffernan

• From Page 7.
“I don’t think I’ll ever get sick of pizza,” 

he said, adding that his favourite is one he 
makes for himself  but does not have on the 
menu – “pepperoni, mushroom, olives and 
jalapeno peppers on a thin base”.

Son Trevor, meanwhile, runs Trev’s eat-
ery in Dickson, keeping the kitchen fires 
burning on the family catering tradition.

Alongside his busy work life, Mr Mc -
Grath has managed to fit in time for rugby, 

playing for Daramalan and serving on the 
committee for the Gungahlin Eagles, for-
merly the Daramalan seniors club. And, 
yes, he does the catering at their games.

He still likes to tinker with motors, too. 
He is rebuilding his father’s 1964 EH 
Holden for the third time and has a 
Triumph motorbike that needs much love 
and attention. 

There is also his 20-hectare hobby farm 
outside Hall to keep in shape and he drives 

concrete trucks on a casual basis, just for 
something different.

As for that idea about being a priest, Mr 
McGrath still reflects on that occasionally. 

His Catholic faith remains very impor-
tant to him and he is considering becoming 
an acolyte now he is semi-retired.

But he has no regrets about the path he 
chose. “Life just gives you those chances,” 
he said.

Pizza man’s career choice takes some topping

Anne’s aim is to 
make a difference

• From Page 5.
The youngest of three children, she 

describes herself  as the “coordinator” of 
her two older brothers and of the family in 
general.

She also tries to find time to indulge her 
love of movies and to read, and football is 
a big part of her life. Her love of Carlton 
in the AFL and the Canberra Raiders in 
the NRL “is testimony to my loyalty and 
persistence, since both teams are in a rede-
velopment phase”.

Most important of all is her young 
daughter, who is delighted that her mum is 
not only the “boss” now but is the first 
female head of the agency.

“She’s been asking me lately, ‘Are you 
the boss yet?’. So it was great to be able to 
tell her that now I am.”

Australian Catholic University’s Canb-
erra campus dean Assoc Prof Patrick Mc -
Ardle says the transition to a tobacco-free 
campus from next year makes perfect sense.

From next January, existing smoking 
restrictions in the ACU buildings will be 
extended to all outdoor areas and univer-
sity property.

The university is instituting the restric-
tions on all of  its campuses, following the 
lead of  Ballarat, which has been smoke-
free for six years, and Melbourne, which 
joined all Victorian universities in going 
smoke-free from July.

As Prof  McArdle points out, a large 
percentage of  the student body in Canb-
erra is studying health-related subjects, 
“so we do really have to take a stance on 
this”.

It is also a logical move given the ACT 
is one of  the nation’s leaders in creating 

smoke-free environments, he said, and 
given that one of  its campus tenants, 
CatholicCare, already has similar restric-
tions in place.

Prof  McArdle acknowledges that the 
change may be difficult for some people, 
but says he knows of  only a few staff  
members and a small number of  students 
who are smokers.

The university will “focus most of  our 
efforts on getting the message right this 
year and then have a blitz on it next year”, 
he said.

This would include pointing people to 
relevant support services and policing any 
attempts to smoke in adjacent areas, such 
as in front of  the Holy Rosary church. 

“The main issue will be making sure we 
don’t move the problem on to someone 
else,” he said.

Backing for the ‘new battlers’
Cleaners represent some of 

the nation’s “new Aussie bat-
tlers”, Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse said.

After a meeting with repre-
sentatives of government clean-
ers who feared they would lose 
their jobs or suffer pay cuts as a 
result of a change in employment 
guidelines, he said cleaners gener-
ally represent some of the lowest 
paid workers in Aust ralian. 

They also often have English 
as a second language. 

“They start work when we 
go home,” he said. “They are 
sometimes described as our  
‘invisible’workers. They came 
to speak to me. They felt so 
desperately let down in their 
contractual awards and govern-
ment approved guidelines. 

“I believe they represent 
some of Australia’s new Aussie 
battlers. I am happy to stand 
alongside them in solidarity. 

“Developing a culture of 
solidarity with such workers is 

all part of living out our Catholic 
social doctrine principles.” 

Archbishop Prowse said 
economic matters could not be 
ignored. “Jesus said don’t be 
ob        sessed with your wages; he 

didn’t say they’re not impor-
tant.”  The Government says 
its decision to scrap the guide-
lines for government-employed 
clean  ers will not have the effect 
claimed. It is claimed cleaners 

of  Commonwealth buildings 
will be $5 an hour worse off  
under the changes. The Gov-
ernment says cleaners covered 
by the guidelines will not face a 
pay cut.

Uni set to trash the ash

Our ‘invisible workers”... Archbishop Christopher Prowse with (from left) Carlos Pavez, 
Linda Morrison,  Liza Grealy and Fe Anave Miles.

Do you get the Archdiocese’s weekly enews bulletin? Subscribe today by going to 
www.cg.catholic.org.au – It’s free. The e-news is published each Tuesday.
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The Archdiocese of Canb-
erra and Goulburn rejoices at 
the 40th anniversary of  the 
foundation of  our Carmelite 
Sisters in Canberra.

In the early 1970s Canberra 
Archbishop Thomas Cahill 
approached Sr Marie Theresa, 
prioress to the Kew Monastery, 
inviting the nuns to establish a 
foundation in Canberra to pray 
for the needs of the church, its 
priests and lay faithful of the 
Archdiocese. The Archbishop 
was aware of Kew establishing 
a monastery also in Wagga 
Wagga some eight years earlier. 
A further foundation at the 
invitation of the Archbishop of 
Florence was established in 
1982 in an old abandoned 
Carmelite monastery near 
Tavernelle in the outskirts of 
Florence. I myself  have visited 

this monastery several times 
and have found it a wonderful 
piece of Australia in the middle 
of the Tuscan hills!

Initially, five nuns travelled 
up the Hume Highway from 
Melbourne under the leader-
ship of the late Sr Gertrude 
Ryan. Three of  the original 
group, including the current 
prioress, Sr Mary Agnes, con-
tinue at the monastery and 
together with another two nuns 
make up the present day com-
munity of six.

In those early days, daily 
Mass was provided for the sis-
ters by the Cathedral parish.  
However, when the Apostolic 
Nunciature moved to Red Hill 
Canberra from Sydney in 1978 
the then Nuncio, Archbishop 
Barbarito, and Archbishop 
Edward Clancy agreed that 

daily Mass would be provided 
by the Nunciature. This associ-
ation continues much to the joy 
of the nuns. On behalf  of the 
whole of the Archdiocese we 
thank the Nunciature for their 

wonderful chaplaincy over so 
many years.

In 1993 after a major fund-
raising exercise, a chapel was 
built adjacent to the monastery. 
This not only freed up much-
needed accommodation for the 
sisters but more importantly 
has given them a secure and 
sacred place to exercise their 
ministry in keeping with their 
contemplative life.

A growing number of peo-
ple make contact with the 
Carmel each day seeking the 
Sisters’ prayers for a whole 
range of  intercessory inten-
tions. We are confident these 
many calls for prayer, often of a 
critical nature, have been heard 
by the Good Lord and have 
been interceded by His Blessed 
Mother.

I would like to offer the invi-
tation for young women to con-
sider a possible vocation to the 
consecrated life with the Carm-
elite Sisters. I offer this invita-
tion particularly to the daugh-
ters of many of our migrant 
communities in Canberra and 
beyond. The vocation to the 
consecrated life is a very impor-
tant aspect of our Catholic life. I 
pray that vocations will be plen-
tiful in the years ahead.

On behalf  of all of us we 
warmly congratulate the Sisters 
on the 40th anniversary of their 
foundation here in Canberra. 
We look forward to the 80th 
anniversary!

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
archbishop  
Christopher Prowse

We rejoice with the Sisters on their anniversary

The beautiful garden surrounding 
the Carmelite Monastery in Red Hill 
tells the story of how far both the prop-
erty and its inhabitants have come in the 
past 40 years.

“Things have certainly grown,” Sr Gab-
riel Anne, one of the founding members of 
the monastery in August 1974, said.

“I have grown too. Just looking at 
the garden and thinking of the care and 
attention we have given it, we really have 
put roots down. We came up here with 
nothing and now this is home.”

Sr Gabriel Anne was one of five nuns 
sent from the Carmelites’ monastery in 
Kew, Victoria, to establish a community 
in Canberra 40 years ago.

With her were two other existing 
members, current superior Sr Mary 
Agnes and Sr Tharsicius.

Making up the five were the original 
superior, Sr Gertrude, who died in the late 
1990s, and Sr St John, who died in 2002.

The monastery is now home to six 
nuns, the other three being Sr Elizabeth, 
Sr Monica and Sr Josephine.

“We came from a large place sur-
rounded by walls. It was a ‘real’ monas-
tery built along European lines,” Sr 
Mary Agnes said.

“Moving in here was like moving back 
into a house again,” Sr Tharsicius added. 
There were no gates, no garden, not even 
a back fence. “The children from the 
Grammar school used to go for a run and 
come right through our back yard.”

Now the lush and neatly clipped front 
hedge keeps out stray runners and shel-
ters the monastery from the street. But it 
doesn’t mean visitors aren’t welcome.

The nuns are kept busier than ever 
these days opening the door, as they 
have done for the past 40 years, to peo-
ple who need their prayers and someone 
to talk to.

These visitors come from all walks of 
life and often do not share the Carmelites’ 
faith. Their troubles vary in nature and 
severity but more often than not reflect 
the times they live in.

“Some people have depressing and 
distressing situations,” Sr Tharsicius 
said. “They just need to be assured that 
someone is praying for them and think-
ing of them.” Ill health, family problems 
and unemployment are common con-
cerns, but they are only a few on a long 
list. “You feel so sorry for them,” Sr 
Mary Agnes said. “It makes you realise 
how protected you are and we thank the 
Lord for that.”

The nuns don’t pretend to be trained 
counsellors but their ability to listen 

without judgement and put others’ trou-
bles “before the Lord” has made a dif-
ference to many lives.

“So many people contact us later to 
say their prayers have been answered,” 
Sr Mary Agnes said. “We think often 
that it’s their faith, not just our prayers, 
that gets them through.”

They do have “repeat customers” but 
many are one-offs who need what the 
Carmelites can offer at a moment in 
their lives. There are also those who 
become good friends with the nuns 
because, as Sr Tharsicius puts it, “they 
believe they wouldn’t have coped if  they 
didn’t have us”.

The nuns themselves are family to 
each other. “That’s one of the good 

things for us because we are deprived of 
a ‘normal’ family,” Sr Tharsicius said.

They generally work around the 
monastery – on housework, gardening, 
sewing, preparing for their daily Mass in 
the chapel that was built 21 years ago, 
and other duties – in the companionable 
silence the rule of their order dictates. 

That silence is filled with prayer and 
is only broken out of necessity or during 
the evening recreation time. 

It is a way of life that is a mystery to 
many. But for the nuns it is quite simple. 
“We tell people that it is a life of prayer 
for the Church and the world,” Sr Mary 
Agnes said.

The nuns leave the monastery only to 
shop for groceries and to attend medical 
and other appointments, but they are 
happy for outside groups to visit them 
and ask about their life.

School children are often interested 
callers. “I remember one boy said, ‘Do 
you eat junk food? When I said ‘no’, he 
thought we were awfully deprived,” Sr 
Mary Agnes chuckled.

They say people are also fascinated 
by the sight of nuns in habits, since they 
don’t see many religious people in “uni-
form” any more.

The three Red Hill “originals” all 
have stories of starting out as young 
women in the order with at least one 
parent who had their doubts.

In fact, they still have friends and 
others who question why they joined the 
Carmelites.

“I’ve had old school friends who say, 
‘You would have done well in the world,’” 
Sr Tharsicius said.

But all these years on, all three are 
obviously ensconced exactly where they 
want and need to be, going on the heart-
felt nods of agreement when Sr Mary 
Agnes says, “I feel so grateful to the 
Lord for having called me here.”

Carmelites growing God’s garden

Making a difference … Archbishop Christopher Prowse with (from left)  
Sisters Josephine, Beth, Monica, Mary Agnes, Gabriel-Anne and 
Tharsicius in the chapel of the Carmelite Monastery, Red Hill.

40 years  
of The Carmel
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A vocations discernment dinner will be held 
at Archbishop’s house on Friday, 12 
September. The evening will begin with 
prayer at 6pm, followed by an informal dinner 
with Archbishop Christopher Prowse. Any 
young men and women in Year 11 or older 
who would like to learn more about and 

discuss a call to the priesthood or religious 
life are invited to attend. RSVP by Monday, 
8 September, to Vocations Director Fr Emil 
Milat, telephone 4474 2024 or email 
emil.milat@cg.catholic.org.au or go to 
the Archdiocesan website www.cg.catholic.
org.au and click on Vocations.

VOCATIONS 
DISCERNMENT DINNER

People matter
Do you ever have moments when you 

look in the mirror and wonder about the 
meaning of your life?

These are not just moments of – there 
must be something more OR there could be 
something more.

Rather, these are moments when you 
sense you are being drawn into something 
more and you don’t understand fully where 
this is coming from, or where it may lead you.

It is a real challenge to leave behind 
what you know and what makes you com-
fortable.  It is a real challenge to risk it all 
in the name of three simple God-given 
words, “Come, follow me”.

Would you consider living your life as a 
Redemptorist priest or brother? Would you 
consider joining as a lay partner in mission?

Redemptorists live in community in 
order to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
In various ways throughout the world they 
proclaim that people matter. They matter 
to God. They matter to us. For more infor-
mation contact vocations@cssr.org.au.

National Vocations 
Awareness Week   

provides an 
opportunity for 

dioceses,  parishes, 
schools, religious 

communities, youth 
and campus 

ministers, and other 
Catholic 

organisations, to 
focus at the same 
time on the call to 

holiness (the 
Christian vocation) 

that arises from 
Baptism, and to 

foster a vocations 
culture across 

Australia.
Catholic Vocations 
Ministry Australia 

www.
catholicozvocations.

org.au

The search for full happiness

By Namora anderson
I am a fifth-year seminarian for the Canb -

erra and Goulburn Archdiocese. I would like 
to share, through my experience, the finding 
and following of your vocation. 

We all have vocations, whatever they are. 
What’s more is that we have vocations in 

our vocation. The best definition of vocation 
that reconciles with me is essence: who we 
really and fully are. 

A vocation is God showing us what our 
charisms are and where best to use them. 

Happiness can be found outside one’s voca-
tion, but full happiness will never be attained 
outside of your vocation. 

This is, for the most part, how God was able 
to call me into the seminary. When I was a 
mechanic, one day I realised that though noth-
ing was badly wrong in my life I noticed that 
something was preventing me from being fully 
happy. 

It came to me that if  there was an answer 
Jesus would be the one to have it. 

It was then in a lot of time in prayer and 
with the sacraments that I discovered the call 
to priestly life. 

Once following your vocation, it’s impor-
tant to remember the end which you seek. 

Contemporary society tells us that intelli-
gence, popularity and possessions are the goals 
for which to seek. 

We seek them with great courage and perse-
verance. We seek them because they are goals 
that are good, they are “goods”. 

However it is here that we stop, we fail to 
ask if  these are goods that give pleasure and 
happiness; how much more would we get by 
attaining The Good? The Good, Namely God, 
is where all, not just some, of our desires are 
completed. 

Thus only when the whole person is order ed 
and co-operating together do we find a peace-
ful joy that surpasses the words themselves. 

This took me years to comprehend. May 
this help you in your journey and save you 
from wasting a lot of time and effort. 

God bless.

Jesus had the answer ... Namora Anderson outside Sacred Heart Church, Moruya.
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Newly ordained Missionary 
of the Sacred Heart priest Patrick 
Mara is embarking on a pilgrim-
age with a difference this month, 
aboard a 1400cc motorbike. 

The ride will be a “spiritual 
journey” for the priest, who is 
making a 4600km ride from 
Sydney to Darwin, where he will 
minister in a parish, detention 
centre and prison until the end of 
the year. 

The Suzuki GSX1400 was a 
gift from a fellow MSC priest. 

“One of our priests was an 
avid motorcycle rider for his 
whole life, but now he’s 74,” Fr 
Mara, 35, said. “He had a motor-
bike and he offered it to me.” 

Patrick joined the MSCs in 
2007 after a year of lay mission 
work in Kirabati and Fiji, which 
allowed him to use his first trade, 
as a plumber. 

In fact, he was working hap-
pily in his trade, paying a mort-
gage and preparing for a life of 
marriage and children, when he 
felt a strong calling from within 
to do something else.

“I was 24 and I wasn’t sure 
what that calling was exactly, so I 
took some time off work to give 
myself the space to listen,” he 
said.

He was “horrified” when he 
realised that it was the priest-
hood he was being called to, so 
much so that he did his best to 

ignore it and continue with the 
life he had planned and wanted. 

“But the more I tried to shut 
it out, the stronger it got,” he 
said. “It began to really weigh me 
down and I was left with no 
option but to at least give it a go.”

When he made finally the 
decision to try the priesthood, a 
weight was immediately lifted off  
his shoulders.  

He said the MSCs really 
struck a chord with him. “The 
charism of the congregation fits 
me like a glove, a very down-to-
earth spirituality which under-
stands the human condition with 
all its wonderful joys and messi-
ness put together. I found a con-
gregation where I can be ‘me’ as 
God intended.”

What Fr Mara particularly 
loves about the MSCs is that 
there is a place for each individu-
al to express themselves and their 
love for God in any particular 
ministry.  

“Our mission is ‘to be on 
earth the Heart of God’ where 
one finds their peace and free-
dom. I have found it in spending 
time with the homeless, and those 
who have fallen through the 
cracks of society through rejec-
tion, mental illness, and drug 
addiction.

“They are the people I love to 
spend time with; they are the 
people in whom I meet Jesus.”

His father John said he was 
proud to see Patrick “very, very 
happy” in “a wonderful order”. 

He described his son as a 
“very talented tradesman” whose 
religious vocation would allow 
him to combine his abilities as a 
plumber with his love of mission.

It has already been quite a 
journey from plumber to priest-
hood for Patrick Mara. As this 
newly ordained Rev revs along 
the Stuart Highway, he follows a 
well-marked road and a God 
whose love could lead him to 
minister anywhere.

To find out more about the 
MSCs go to misacor.org.au. 

Ready to hit the road... Fr Patrick Mara prepares for the 
ride from Sydney to Darwin (above), and at his ordination 
by Bishop Eugene Hurley (left). Picture www.vincentlai.
com.au.

An MSC on 1400cc
hits the road... 
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What ignites your passion?

Pallottines
As a man of prayer…
�  priest, deacon among God’s people
�  brother, contemplative in community
�   with many opportunities to serve in 

Australia and Asia

www.pallottine.org.au
Br Lindsay SAC (03) 9853 8506

For men and women, short term volunteer opportunities at 
Pallotti College Retreat Centre. Bill Henderson (03) 59 662 585 

or admin@pallotticollege.com.au

By Mai Nguyen-Doan 
It is a gift and treasure to arrive in Australia and become a Sister of Mercy, 

but the journey is a mystery.
I escaped Vietnam with my younger brother in 1990 and we were repatriated 

to Vietnam in 1994. In the refugee camps, we were educated by three Australian 
Sisters of Mercy.

In late 1996, I was sponsored to Australia as a returned refugee. I thought of 
the Sisters, but I only remembered their names. In 2007, I bought a DVD, a 
documentary about Vietnamese refugees going back to visit the camps in 
Malaysia and Indonesia.  Unexpectedly, I saw the three Sisters in the DVD and 

through a parish priest recon-
nected with the Sisters again.  

My early childhood aware-
ness of my desire to explore 
religious life was fulfilled by 
the mystery of this reconnec-
tion, which led to my immer-
sion in the initial formation 
program from 2008 and to my 
first profession of  vows in 
August 2013.  

I did not have to find out 
what Mercy is all about before 
I decided to join the Sisters of 
Mercy because the image and 
presence of the three Sisters in 
my heart had given me all the 
information I needed.

Currently, I am in full-time ministry with McAuley Community Services 
for Women in Melbourne as a case manager, to support women and their 
children who come to stay in our refuges escaping family violence.   

I endeavour to carry on the mission of Mercy in my support, as I 
journey with the women and their children at a most difficult time of their 
lives as together we seek to re-establish a safe and loving environment.   

I find myself  very privileged to continue the work which Catherine 
McAuley started in the early 19th century. 

Pallotti College is a ministry in 
Australia of the Society of the 
Cath  olic Apostolate (SAC), an 
inter national order of  priests, 
brothers and sisters. 

It is part of a world-wide net-
work of  similar retreat centres 
located in nearly every continent.

The centre is operated by a 
team, consisting of SAC members 
and lay volunteers offering a place 
of hospitality and welcome to all 
who come. 

People of all faiths are nour-
ished as part of the ecumenical 
ethos. 

Alongside the sacred ministries 
offered, team members also wit-
ness to their faith, living out their 
apostolate through welcome and 
care, providing a place of renewal 
for body, mind and spirit, work 
close to the heart of Pallotti. 

Following the spirituality of St 
Vincent Pallotti, the team is also 
committed to various forms of 
outreach within the local commu-
nity and beyond, even to the city 
of Melbourne. 

This includes  involvement in 
dialogue with many other faiths 
and participation in an exciting 
initiative of street ministry. The 
team believes its members are 
called to attend to the need wher-
ever they see it.

With a special connection to 
the SAC in Germany, the team has 
for many years included young 

German lay volunteers who gener-
ously give up to a year of their 
lives to join the Pallotti College 
family. 

Fired with the spirit of giving, 
these enthusiastic young adults 
are an enormous enhancement to 
the various ministries. 

Their experience here often 
sparks a desire to participate more 
in ministry and charitable works 
when they return home. 

This includes at least one con-
secrated vocation with a young 
woman who subsequently joined a 
Benedictine order in Cologne, as 
well as vocations in the broader 
sense where a spirit of faith, care 
and giving is integrated into the 
lives of those who have worked 
with the team.

Serra Objectives

To foster and promote vocations 
to the ministerial priesthood in the 

Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service, 
and to support priests in their sacred ministry;

To encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated 
religious life in the Catholic Church; and

To assist its members to recognize and respond in their 
own lives to God’s call to holiness in Jesus Christ and 
through the Holy Spirit.

Membership of Serra is open to all practising Catholic 
men and women. We invite you to come and see what 
Serra is all about and help us to do more to foster 
vocations.

www.serracanberra.org
Email: membership@serracanberra.org

Box 1540 WODEN ACT 2606

An ‘image of mercy’ in my heart

Attending to the need
wherever they see it

CATholiC VoiCE  
Yours FREE every month

A US surgeon and international 
speaker on breast cancer risks will 
give a talk in Canberra this month.

The ACT Right to Life Association 
is bringing Dr Angela Lanfranchi to 
speak at 7.30pm on Thursday, 28 
August, at University House, ANU, 
as part of an Australian tour.

Dr Lanfranchi’s work with her 
associates for a number of years has 
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Attending to the need
wherever they see it

Providing quality legal advice 
at affordable rates.
� Buying or selling a home in the ACT
� Family Law
� Wills and Powers of Attorney
� Of� ces in Gungahlin and the City
Ph: 0448 237 662 Website: www.tjlegal.com.au

By Fiona van der Plaat
Stuart West’s plan for his life when he finished high 

school was to study applied science with a focus on 
genetics and to work in medical research.

That plan went out the window, however, after he 
took a gap year to work in youth ministry.

“I realised that if  I went into medical research I 
would be working for humanity but I would be locked 
away from it.

“When I started doing youth ministry I realised I 
wanted to work with people, not just for them. I might 
have been able to save lives through medical research 
but what was the point if  I couldn’t help people to save 
their souls and their hearts?”

That revelation took him down a path of youth 
ministry work that has led to his latest role as the 
Archdiocese’s new youth and young adults coordinator.

Having worked for three years as a volunteer with 
Youth Mission Team (YMT) Australia in Adelaide 
and Sydney, and then for two years as a paid YMT 
coordinator in Sydney, the now 26-year-old has most 
recently been the Archdiocese’s parish and schools 
youth ministry liaison officer.

“As the coordinator, I will be taking an overarching 
look at what we are doing in the youth office, including 
looking after what we will be doing in the lead-up to 
World Youth Day in Krakow two years from now, and 
also providing direction and support for Josh 
(Goldsbrough, archdiocesan youth ministry project 
officer) and Greg (Jeffery, ACU campus ministry coor-
dinator),” Mr West said.

His aim is to continue to foster a unified approach to 
youth ministry. “We want to bring youth leaders togeth-
er so we can share ideas and learn from each other.”

Having been involved in Christian youth groups 
and ministries of “different flavours” throughout his 
school years and beyond, Mr West has boiled his 
vision down to the basics.

“It all comes back to the core concept of what do 
we have in common? What are the core principles of 
our faith?” he said.

He believes parishes, “that is, the parish community 
rather than the structural parish”, are still the “founda-
tional building blocks of our Church” and are thus 
crucial to youth involvement.

 “The challenge is to encourage young people to 
make the move to join in and also to encourage other 
parishioners to meet them, invite them in and get them 
involved.”

Mr West also believes it is important to help 
young people recognise their “invitation” to become 
involved. “It really is about a one-on-one personal 
invitation to encounter the person of  Christ. I was 
invited to that through my family and the people we 
met through our faith.”

The middle child among five boys, Mr West not 
only had the benefit of a Catholic upbringing but his 
faith survived the test of his mother’s death from ovar-
ian cancer in his mid-teens.

“That was one of the crucial points in my faith 
formation,” he said. 

“It really made me question my faith, and I believe 
if  we question openly and are open to an answer, God 
will provide.”

He would sit on a cliff  top in the national park out-
side his back fence, looking over the valley and wres-
tling with “Is God real?” and other big questions.

“I got the real sense in that quiet space that God 
was saying ‘I do love you and I have bigger plans for 
you that you will see later’.”

Mr West has since come to realise that his vocation 
is as a husband, to Catherine, and a father, to six-
month-old Albert.

His youth ministry role is his “secondary calling” 
but it is also “a rare and unique opportunity to do 
what I love and feel strongly about”.

Now studying education and science at the University 
of Canberra, having worked for two years as a handbag 
and luggage salesman, he sometimes thinks “at this 
point I could have finished my degrees and postgrad 
studies and be working in medical research”.

“But then I think, no, I wouldn’t change a minute 
of what I have done so far.”

Bigger plans … archdiocesan youth and young adults coordinator Stuart West.

Parish community
still holds the
key, says
new youth leader

A US surgeon and international 
speaker on breast cancer risks will 
give a talk in Canberra this month.

The ACT Right to Life Association 
is bringing Dr Angela Lanfranchi to 
speak at 7.30pm on Thursday, 28 
August, at University House, ANU, 
as part of an Australian tour.

Dr Lanfranchi’s work with her 
associates for a number of years has 

focused on showing the connection 
between abortion and breast cancer. 

A breast cancer surgeon who has 
practiced in New Jersey since 1984, she 
is the author of articles on the physiol-
ogy and epidemiology of abortion 
breast cancer and hormonal contra-
ceptive risks and informed consent. 

In her work with the Breast Cancer 
Prevention Institute, of which she is co-

founder, she has travelled over 15 years 
throughout the US and to Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada, Europe, China,  
India and South Africa. She has spoken 
at the United Nations, medical schools, 
hospitals, universities, cancer organisa-
tions, and local and national govern-
ment bodies about breast cancer risks, 
including its association with induced 
abortion and hormonal contraceptives. 

Surgeon to talk on breast cancer link to abortion

Jesuits’ books are winners
Two books by Australian Jesuits have taken out top awards from the 

peak body for US Catholic publishing houses. The Association of 
Catholic Publishers awarded top spots in the strongly contested prayer 
and spirituality section to Fr Richard Leonard and Fr Michael Hansen.
Fr Richard Leonard’s Why Bother Praying? and Fr Michael Hansen’s 
The First Spiritual Exercises were singled out from the several hundred 
Catholic religious titles published last year in the US.

Broome’s first bishop dies
Broome’s first Bishop John Jobst SAC has died in Austria aged 94. 

He cared for the diocese of Broome and its Aboriginal people from 
1959, when he was made Vicar-Apostolic of Kimberley to 1995 when 
he retired after 29 years as Bishop of Broome. Bishop Jobst attended all 
four sessions of Vatican II. Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
president Archbishop Denis Hart said: the bishops remember him 
“with affection and gratitude as a man of integrity and priestly good-
ness, and a true missionary”.

Give refugees a chance, Govt urged
The Australian Government has been urged to provide all asylum 

seekers with the opportunity to put forth their claim for refugee status. 
Director of the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office Fr 
Maurizio Pettenà said “we have an obligation to find out why these 
people have attempted to come to Australia.”
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Do you get the Archdiocese’s 
weekly enews bulletin? 

Subscribe today by going to  
www.cg.catholic.org.au

PH: 02 6180 5111
Unit 1, 120 Giles Street, Kingston ACT 2604

General law practice 
– Canberra & NSW
Incorporating the practices of  
Gillespie Jones & Co and  
Dickson Legal 

Gil-Jones Barker

TRADITIONAL  
LATIN MASS 

Sts Peter and Paul, Garran
Monday – Thursday – 7 am

Friday – 7 pm  
Saturday – 9 am  

Sunday – 11.30 am (sung)
St Thomas More, Campbell

Sunday – 7.45 am
FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320

canberraltm.blogspot.com

Frawley’s Comfort Centre
26 Garema Place, CANBERRA CITY 2601 

Ph/Fax 02 6247 9104

ARRIVING 
SOON FOR 

SPRING

As Canberra’s business leaders 
thaw out from their night under the 
icy stars during the Vinnies CEO 
Sleepout, the wider community is 
now being invited to take on the chal-
lenge of  being “homeless” for a night.

Members of  the public can take 
part in the Canberra Community 
Sleepout in more forgiving condi-
tions, on Friday 14 November at the 
Aust ralian Institute of  Sport.

The Sleepout is a partnership 
between Communities@Work and St 
Vincent de Paul Society Canberra/
Goulbourn. 

“We are working together to re  d-
uce homelessness in our community 
by raising awareness and the much 
needed funds required to provide 
practical assistance to those who are 
struggling to meet their basic needs,” 
the society’s Canberra/Goulburn

CEO Paul Trezise said.
“The Community Sleepout is a 

great opportunity for our supporters to 
come together and grew from feedback 
we received at the CEO Sleepout – that 
staff, friends and family also wanted to 
sleep out to make a difference.” 

Participants can register online as 
a team, family or individual at 
sleepout2014.gofundraise.com.au.

People want to know ‘you care’
For Catholics keen to share the 

moral truth with a society that doesn’t 
necessarily want to hear it, it’s often 
less about what they say and more 
about how they say it.

That was the message Patrick 
Langrell, campus ministry convenor 
at the University of Notre Dame and 
founder of the youth forum Theology 
on Tap, had for the audience at the 
archdiocesan Office for Youth and 
Young Adults’ Guinness and God 
presentation in Canberra.

Speaking on Standing Up for Truth 
in the Modern World, Mr Langrell said 
that simply defending the truth often 
results in arguments, but speaking the 
truth with love is more likely to pave 
the way for constructive conversations 
about moral issues.

He said the truth needed to be spo-
ken with love because people “don’t 
care how much you know till they 
know how much you care”.

Truth and love must always go 
together, he said, but they must also be 
shaped by prudence and having the 
wisdom to recognise how much of the 
truth others need to hear, when they 
need to hear it and how.

The idea, he said, is to share “a joy-
ful vision that we believe in” not just 
because it is true but because it can 
enrich lives.

Mr Langrell acknowledged that 
standing up for the truth is not easy in 
a society in which people are less able 
to discuss moral issues in an adult way 
and in which the shared moral wis-
dom has diminished.

“I don’t think things are going to 
get better anytime soon,” he said, 

mainly because a number of outside 
forces, including social, economic and 
cultural structures, have been working 
against it for a long time.

But, as Catholics, the vocational 
choices they make and the way they 
speak the truth can still make a big 
difference, he said.

Sleeping out for a 
cause … Vinnies’ 
Canberra/
Goulburn 
president Frank 
Brassil (left) at the 
launch of the 
Community 
Sleepout at the 
AIS with 
Communities@
Work CEO Lynne 
Harwood and 
Paul Trezise.

Now it’s your turn to sleep out...

Truth and love … Patrick Langrell during his Guinness and God 
presentation in Canberra.
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There’s a story in the Hindu 
tradition that runs something 
like this: God and a man are 
walking down a road. The man 
asks God: “What is the world 
like?” God answers: “I’d like to 
tell you, but my throat is 
parched. I need a cup of cold 
water. If  you can go and get 
me a cup of cold water, I’ll tell 
you what the world is like.” 

The man heads off  to the 
nearest house to ask for a cup 
of cold water. He knocks on 
the door and it is opened by a 
beautiful young woman. He 
asks for a cup of cold water. 
She answers: “I will gladly get 
it for you, but it’s just time for 
the noon meal, why don’t you 
come in first and eat.” He does.

Thirty years later, they’ve 
had five children, he’s a 
respected merchant, she’s a 
respected member of the com-
munity, they’re in their house 
one evening when a hurricane 
comes and uproots their house. 

The man cries out: “Help 
me, God!” And a voice comes 
from the centre of the hurri-

cane says: “Where’s my cup of 
cold water?”

This story is not so much a 
spiritual criticism as it is a fun-
damental lesson in anthropol-
ogy and spirituality: To be a 
human being is to be perpetu-
ally distracted. 

We aren’t persons who live 
in habitual spiritual awareness 
who occasionally get distracted. 

We’re persons who live in habit-
ual distraction who occasional-
ly become spiritually aware. 

We tend be so preoccupied 
with the ordinary business of 
living that it takes a hurricane 
of some sort for God to break 
through.

C S Lewis, commenting on 
why we tend to turn to God 
only during a hurricane, once 
put it this way: God is always 
speaking to us, but normally 

we aren’t aware, aren’t listen-
ing. Accordingly pain is God’s 
microphone to a deaf world.

However none of us wants 
that kind of pain; none of us 
wants some disaster, some 
health break-down, or some 
hurricane to shake us up. We 
prefer a powerful positive 
event, a miracle or mini-mira-
cle, to happen to us to awaken 

God’s presence in us because 
we nurse the false daydream 
that, if  God broke into our 
lives in some miraculous way, 
we would then move beyond 
our distracted spiritual state 
and get more serious about 
our spiritual lives. 

But that’s the exact delu-
sion inside the biblical charac-
ter in the parable of Lazarus 
and Dives, where the rich man 
asks Abraham to send him 

back from the dead to warn his 
brothers that they must change 
their way of living or risk the 
fiery flames. 

His plea expresses exactly 
that false assumption: “If  
someone comes back from the 
dead, they will listen to him!” 
Abraham doesn’t buy the 
logic. He answers: “They have 
Moses and the Prophets. If  
they don’t listen to them, they 
won’t be convinced either, even 
if  someone came back from 
the dead.” 

What lies unspoken but 
critically important in that 
reply, something easily missed 
by us, the reader, is that Jesus 
has already come back from 
the dead and we aren’t listen-
ing to him. Why should we 
suppose that we would listen 
to anyone else who comes back 
from the dead? 

Our preoccupation with the 
ordinary business of our lives is 
so strong that we are not atten-
tive to the one who has already 
come back from the dead.

Given this truth, the Hindu 
tale just recounted is, in a way, 
more consoling than chiding. 
To be human is to be habitu-
ally distracted from spiritual 
things. Such is human nature. 
Such is our nature. 

But knowing that our end-
less proclivity for distraction is 
normal doesn’t give us permis-
sion to be comfortable with 
that fact. 

Great spiritual mentors, 
not least Jesus, strongly urge 

us to wake up, to move beyond 
our over-preoccupation with 
the affairs of everyday life. 

Jesus challenges us to not 
be anxious about how we are 
to provide for ourselves. He 
also challenges us to read the 
signs of the times, namely, to 
see the finger of God, the spir-
itual dimension of things, in 
the everyday events of  our 
lives. All great spiritual litera-
ture does the same. 

Today there is a rich litera-
ture in most spiritual traditions 
challenging us to mindfulness, 
to not be mindlessly absorbed 
in the everyday affairs of our 
lives. But great spiritual litera-
ture also assures us that God 
understands us, that grace 
respects nature, that God didn’t 
make a mistake in designing 
human nature, and that God 
didn’t make us in such a way 
that we find ourselves congeni-
tally distracted and then facing 
God’s anger because we are 
following our nature. 

Human nature naturally 
finds itself  absorbed in the aff-
airs of everyday life, and God 
designed human nature in just 
this way.

And so, I think, God must 
be akin to a loving parent or 
grandparent, looking at his or 
her children at the family gath-
ering, happy that they have 
interesting lives which so 
absorb them, content not to be 
always the centre of their con-
scious attention.

Ron Rolheiser
Fr Ron  
Rolheiser, 
theologian,  
teacher, and  
award-winning  
author, is  
president of  
the Oblate  
School of Theology in Texas.  
www.ronrolheiser.com

A God who  
wants to
distract us

Human nature naturally finds itself 
absorbed in the affairs of every-

day life, and God designed human 
nature in just this way

Asylum seekers: 
a way forward
Contributed by the  
archdiocese’s Catholic  
Social Justice Commission 

Arguments about Australia’s 
response to people seeking asylum 
have been passionate and angry, at 
times generating more heat than light. 

The Catholic Social Justice 
Commission (CSJC) for the 
Archdiocese of  Canberra and 
Goulburn has been considering the 
issue. This is the first of three arti-
cles offering some thoughts based 
on Catholic social teaching.

The primary purpose of any pol-
icy concerning asylum seekers must 
be respect for the life and dignity of 
the human beings directly or indi-
rectly involved. It means honestly 
recognising the human impact, 
good and bad, the policy will have.

The CSJC cannot help but note 
that advocates of particular strate-
gies tend to overstate the favourable 
impacts while minimising the 
adverse consequences of what they 
propose. At the same time they are 
prone to understate the positive ele-
ments and highlight the negative 
impacts of alternatives.

In developing its own position 
the CSJC is conscious of the need 

to avoid these 
extremes and 
to make pro-
posals that are 
principled and 
practical. We 
therefore sug-
gest a 10-point 
plan as a basis 
for moving to a 
more compas-
sionate yet real-
  istic res p onse. 

The first two points relate to the 
overall effort Australia makes in 
accepting refugees and other 
humanitarian entrants. One is that 
the Government should immediate-
ly restore Australia’s humanitarian 
intake to the levels set by its prede-
cessor – 20,000 now rising over five 
years to 27,000. The other is that 
the Government should consider 
doubling the intake to 40,000, if  
necessary with a phase-in period of 
three to five years – Australia’s cur-
rent contribution to the resettle-
ment of refugees and others in need 
of  humanitarian assistance lags 
behind that of many countries of 
comparable wealth.

• The next article will address 
the issue of people smuggling and 
safeguards for the rights of asylum 
seekers.

A former commu-
nity leader of the 
Sist   ers of St Jos-
eph at North 
Goul  burn has 
died.

Sr Patricia 
Len ane RSJ, 
(pictured right) 
also known as Sr 
M Jerome, died on 24 
June at Bourke St Health 
Service (St John’s), Goulburn, aged 82.

She was the daughter of Joseph John 
Lenane and Maria (nee Chalker) and sister 
to older brothers Michael Bernard, Vincent 
Francis and Thomas Patrick, and younger 
brother John Joseph.

Sr Patricia was a much loved member of 
the Sisters of St Joseph. She was community 
leader at North Goulburn until early this year 
when illness prevented her from continuing.

She was teacher and principal at many 
primary schools in the Archdiocese and in 
the Wagga Wagga Diocese.

In 1976-79 she taught at St Matthew’s 
Primary School, Page. During this time she 
was elected member of the Josephite con-
gregational council on which she served six 
years.

In 1984, she was appointed to set up a 
joint novitiate with the Perthville Sisters of 
St Joseph at North Ryde and undertook 
study and work in formation ministry.

In 1990, Sr Patricia established a hostel 
at Lyneham for country girls in their first 

year of study in Canberra. This work was 
demanding and the ministry successful, 
continuing to this day.  Sr Patricia embraced 
life fully and was renowned for her joyful 
mischievous nature. She loved people, 
appreciated the glory of nature and enjoyed 
knitting, cooking, reading and accounting.

A Requiem Mass was celebrated at Our 
Lady of Dolours Chapel, North Goulburn, 
and she was buried at St Patrick’s Cemetery, 
Kenmore.

Committed to rural people
Sr Elizabeth Denson RSJ, also known 

as Sr M Stephanie, died on 10 June at the 
Temora District Hospital. She was 84 years.

Sr Elizabeth, born in Quandialla, was 
the daughter of Sidney Joseph and Stephanie 
(nee Anthony) and sister to John and 
Stephanie who have both predeceased her. 

She was a much loved member of the 
Sisters of St Joseph and taught in many 
schools across the Archdiocese and the 
Wagga Wagga Diocese.  

Her commitment was to rural people 
and she lived and ministered in the commu-
nity and region of Ungarie from 1993 until 
2007.  She then went to live at the Southern 
Cross Care village in Temora. She is espe-
cially remembered for her love of our coun-
try and country people.

A Requiem Mass was celebrated at Our 
Lady of Dolours Chapel, North Goulburn, 
and she was buried at St Patrick’s Cemetery, 
Kenmore.

Former RSJ leader diesJustice

Matters

CATholiC VoiCE Share yours with a friend

People want to know ‘you care’

Now it’s your turn to sleep out...
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films

Those who may carry antidote to western breakdownSHORTS
The Lunchbox. Starring Irrfan Khan. Nimrat 
Kaur, Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Directed by 
Ritesh Batra. Madman. 103 minutes. PG 
(Mild themes).

A success not only in India but the world 
over. The audience is immersed immediately 
into the life and vitality of the city of Mum-
bai. The film is about basic values, the quality 
of human life, possibilities for happiness, the 
realities of sadness and some betrayal, the 
basic sadness in the deep experiences of long 
illness, death, and the delight in the celebra-
tion of marriage and wedding. It reaches into 
the hearts of an older audience – one hopes 
that a younger audience might stray into the 
film, slow their pace down, and contemplate 
some of the deeper values of life, even 
through communication in a lunchbox.
Dawn of the Planet of the apes. 3D. Starring: 
andy Serkis, Jason Clarke, Keri Russ  ell,  
Gary Oldman, Toby Kebbel and Kar  in Kono-
val. Directed by Matt Reeves. 20th Century 
Fox. 130 minutes. M (Vio lence and infre-
quent coarse language).

American science-fiction sequel to the 
2011 movie, Rise of the Planet of the Apes. 
Set 15 years after the events of the first film, 
and follows 10 years after a lot of human-
kind has been wiped out by a flu epidemic 
caused by a virus. Apes and humans meet, 
become enemies, and move forward, human-
like, to do battle with each other. As before, 
it is the apes that steal the show. Since the 
virus, the apes have prospered, but humans 
are in social collapse, and the film intrigu-
ingly shows the apes as observers of the 
devastation humans have created. Quite 
violent in parts, but technically outstanding.
Rio 2. Voiced by Jesse eisenberg, anne 
Hathaway, andy Garcia, Jermaine Clement, 
Jamie Foxx, Will I. am, Rita Marino, Kristin 
Chenoweth, Rodrigo Santoro, Tracy 
Morgan, George Lopez. Directed by Carlos 
Saldhana. Fox. 99 minutes. G. 

A very happy film, as was Rio, happy 
characters – and villain Nigel turning up 
again. From the studios which produced 
the Ice Age films, so a good record for pro-
ducing entertaining animation, popular 
with audiences. Animation style is vivid, 
bright colours, cheerful in themselves, well 
delineated characters, mostly birds, with 
some other eccentric animals and a range 
of humans, sympathetic conservationists 
and the big boss and his squad of loggers.
Tim’s Vermeer. Starring Tim Jenison, Penn 
Jillette, Colin Blakemore. Directed by 
Teller. Sony Classics. 80 minutes. M (Infre-
quent coarse language).

Seemingly innocuous little documentary 
proves to be an engrossing study of obsession 
and genius, and the fine line dividing the two 
states. Tim Jenison, an inventor and founder 
of a successful software company, falls upon 
research which suggests that the 17th century 
Dutch master painter Vermeer used sophisti-
cated arrangements of lenses and mirrors to 
create his incredibly photorealistic works. 
Jenison sets out to imitate him. His unquench-
able thirst for knowledge spurs this entire 
endeavour. A testament to human brilliance 
and perseverance, this is both a wondrous 
documentary and an awe-inspiring film.
Jersey Boys. Starring: John Lloyd Young, 
Vincent Piazza, Michael Lomenda, erich 
Bergen, and Christopher Walken. Directed 
by Clint eastwood. Roadshow Films. 134 
minutes. M (Frequent coarse language).

The film version of the phenomenally 
popular stage musical, Jersey Boys, which 
was a hit worldwide, and recently toured 
Australia. Tells the story of four young men 
from “the wrong side of the tracks” in New 
Jersey who came together to form the The 
Four Seasons, a famous rock group of the 
1960s. When The Four Seasons fill the screen 
with their voices, their singing and their 
songs are thrilling. 

Boy who charms the Beast
Belle et Sebastien. Starring 
Felix Bossuet, Tcheky Kar yo, 
Margaux Chatelier. Dir ected 
by Nicolas Vanier. Icon Films. 
104 minutes. PG (mild the m-
es and coarse language). 
Reviewer: Fr Peter Malone 
MSC*.

What a pleasant surprise.
In a film which adults 

and children could enjoy, 
the audience is taken into 
the French Alps on the bor-
der with Switzerland. And, 
not only are we taken there, 
we feel we are really in the 
midst of  some rather 
breathtaking scenery, 
mountains, villages, the dif-
ferent seasons, the variety 
of  animals found in the 
Alps. Director Nicolas 
Vanier has made something 
of a career of directing and 
photographing nature doc-
umentaries.

Even at the opening, 
with Cesar (Tcheky Karyo) 
and his grandson, Sebastien 
(Felix Bossuet) walking 
along the craggy edges of 
sheer cliffs, we are immersed 
in the way of life of the peo-
ple of the Alps. They hear 
shots where animals are 
killed and they find a small 
kid on the lower ledge need-
ing rescue. Cesar lowers 
Sebastien down to retrieve 
the animal, quite a dizzying 
and difficult feat.

Sebastien is only six, a 
good boy, pleasant but not 
cute in the American-movie 
style. Cesar is something of 
an old grouch, a drinker, 
but devoted to his grand-
son. When it appears that 
the sheep are being taken by 
a huge dog, maltreated by 
its previous owners and 
now running loose and 

wild, the men of the village 
set out to shoot it. 

However, Sebastien has 
encountered the wild dog, 
pacified it, talked to it and 
has become a friend. The 
mountaineers have called it 
The Beast. After a short 
time with Sebastien, The 
Beast becomes Belle, and 
human and dog – quite a 
huge white dog, in fact – 
become firm friends. 
Sebastien even stands in 
front of Cesar’s rifle to pro-
tect Belle.

As a story about humans 
and dog, it will be a delight 
to those who have a passion 
for canine friends – and 
might almost be a means of 
converting those would never 
see themselves as dog-lovers!

But that is not all. We 
are informed that it is 1943, 
and that means occupied 
France. It is gradually 
revealed that there is a 
squad of German soldiers 
in the village, making 
demands for supplies, espe-
cially bread, from the locals 
and, in secret, slaughtering 
some of the sheep for food. 

The other predators are 
wolves roaming the moun-
tains. Cesar’s niece, Angelina 
(Margaux Cartelier) is the 
baker and the leader of the 
German squad is rather 
sweet on her.

As we might have been 
led to believe because of the 
occupation and the proxim-
ity of the Swiss border, the 
theme of  leading Jewish 
refugees over the mountains 

becomes an important sub-
plot, involving Angelina, 
the local doctor who serves 
as a guide, and even Seb ast-
ien and Belle. 

As one group is snowed 
in on Christmas Day, Belle 
saves the day by leading the 
group on a secure path.

The film is often strik-
ingly beautiful with land-
scapes to wonder at and 
admire. The characters are 
friendly but rugged, moun-
tain people. 

Belle, despite her fear-
some first appearance, is a 
beautiful big dog, and she 
and Sebastien are great 
friends.

* Fr Peter Malone MSC 
is an associate of  the 
Australian Catholic Office 
for Film & Broadcasting. 

Sebastien with The Beast, who becomes Belle.

Timber Flooring SpecialiSTS
Warehouse clearance Sale
Hardwood timber also available
T&G Raw timber from $22/m2

- Pre-finished solid wood
- Euro Plank engineer floor
- Bamboo, laminate, plywood
- Supply & Installation
Sand and polish, buy direct and save
Free QUoTe

Unit 4/64 Heffernan St, Mitchell 2911
ph: (02) 6255 5295 mob: 0412 926 338
e-mail: dnntimberflooring@hotmail.com

*Subject to variation

DNN A film first for Timor Leste
Beatriz’s War/a Guerra Da Beatriz, 
Timor-Leste, 2013, starring Trim 
Tolentino. Directed by Bety Reis 
and Luigi acquisto. abra Films. 
103 minutes. M (Mature themes, 
violence and infrequent coarse 
language). Reviewer Fr Peter 
Malone MSC*.

This is the first feature film from 
Timor Leste, a local production, 
directed by a local, Bety Reis, in col-
laboration with Australian director 
Luigi Acquisto.

While older Australians still 
remember television footage of the 
Indonesian invasion of East Timor 
in 1975, the controversy over the 
deaths of Australian journalists, 
and the occupation by Indonesia of 
the former Portuguese colony, 
younger audiences will not be so 
familiar. Beatriz’s War offers an 
opportunity to learn about the 
events and appreciate the experi-
ences of Australia’s near neighbour.

The action takes place over a 
crucial 25 years, from the invasion 
to the vote for independence in 
1999, and its immediate aftermath. 
In 1975, Beatriz is a young girl, 
brought by her mother because of 

the danger, to a man who used to be 
a rival family leader. She asks for 
the betrothal of her daughter to his 
son, Tomas. Beatriz is a strong-
minded girl. Tomas is rather a gen-
tle boy, easily bullied. But there is an 
attraction between the two. The 
parents ratify the union, but the 
local priest, Fr Nicolau, cannot 
bless it until they come to marriage-
able age. Ultimately, they do, and 
Beatriz becomes pregnant.

The occupation is more difficult 
for the women who stay at home, 
while the men, including Tomas, go 
into the hills to join resistance move-
ments. In some ways, the women in 
the village get used to the presence 
of the soldiers, especially the com-
mander, a man of deep brutality.

The years pass and, unexpect-
edly, Tomas returns. But, is this 
really Tomas? This gives force to the 
final part of the film, Beatriz deal-
ing with the return of her husband, 
the villagers relying on traditions to 
gauge the truth of the return.

• Fr Peter Malone MSC is 
an associate of the Australian Cath-
olic Office for Film & Broadcasting.
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books

The Open Door; Entering the 
Sanctuary of Icons and Prayer, 

helps us discover how icons can 
become part of our prayer,  
Frederica Mathewes-Green 

$24.95

Open weekdays 9.30am-5pm, Saturdays 9am-1pm

Favier House, 51 Cooyong St, Braddon ACT 2612 - GPO BOX 3089, Canberra ACT 2601
Telephone 02 6201 9888 Fax: 02 6262 7560 

Email: bookshop@cg.catholic.org.au

Yes! We have Parking!
Park & Shop with us
Free 30 minute parking 
out front off Cooyong Street

One 
Thousand 
Gifts,  
a dare to 
live fully 
right where 
you are 
$19.95

Our Elf Help Books are small but pack a punch 
of wise prompts, When Your Parent Dies, Prayer 

Therapy, Loneliness Therapy, Grief Therapy, 
Keep-life-Simple Therapy, Elf-help for 

Overcoming Depression, On the Anniversary 
of Your Loss and many more $9.95 ea

Elf Help Books

The Open Door; Entering the 

Those who may carry antidote to western breakdown
Jesus and The Dreaming: 
Discovering an australian 
Spirituality Through aboriginal 
Christian Dialogue by Frank 
Fletcher MSC. St Pauls, 2013, 
344 pages, $24.95. Reviewer: 
Janet Moyle.

The author, Dr Frank Fletch-
 er, was a Missionary of the 
Sacred Heart. He died late last 
year aged 81. His book is a sum-
mary of his life’s work as an 
Australian priest. 

He lectured in theology at St 
Paul’s National Seminary Kens-
ing   ton NSW and worked with 
the Aboriginal (Koori) commu-
nity of South Sydney for nearly 
20 years.

His enduring interest in 
Abor iginal spirituality was giv-
en impetus by his encounter 
with the indigenous leader Rev 

Charles Harris to whom this 
book is dedicated. Harris said 
in a 1989 address,” The God of 
the Christian Churches has 
failed the Aboriginal people... 
but we Aborigines have found 
Jesus for ourselves.”

The shock of these words 
remained with Fr Fletcher. 
Their implicit meaning is that it 
was western presumption that 
God was identified with west-
ern civilisation. To accept the 
Christian God meant embrac-
ing the civilisation whose prac-
titioners had taken over 
Aboriginal land.

This feeling of cultural and 
spiritual superiority by western-
ers fails to take into account the 
surprising number of likenesses 
between Aboriginality and the 
Christian faith tradition. Fr 

Fletcher claimed that Aborigines 
instinctively are in touch with 
their Aboriginality: it is a com-

munion which includes harmo-
ny with their forebears.

In the book he draws heavily 
on the work of  Bernard 
Lonergan and his landmark 
text Method in Theology and 
the subsequent development of 
its principles by Robert Doran. 
Clearly these are for the initiat-
ed or students in theology.

When Fr Fletcher wrote of 
his experience of soul and cer-
emony, he made some interest-
ing assertions. He believed that 
many young adults are attract-
ed to spirituality but reject a 
religion dominated by doctrines 
and sacraments. 

He said Aboriginal people 
carry part of the antidote to the 
western breakdown. This is the 
understanding of  soul – the 
reality of our lives.

He said soul underpins and 
accompanies all movement of 
spirit. 

Soul also underpins and 
accompanies the functioning of 
the body. 

Thus soul, spirit and body 
are in unity. If  then we grasp 
that all the earth is in soul we 
have a way of opening to the 
Dreaming.

All this and much more is 
the fruit of Frank Fletcher’s 
reflection and writing. 

Through his study of Abor-
iginal spirituality he made a 
huge contribution to the Aust-
ralian Church. 

This is a critical factor in 
developing a uniquely Australian 
relationship with God and with 
one another.

Our Father, Who art on earth: 
The Lord’s Prayer for Believers 
and Unbelievers by Jose 
Tolentino Mendonca. Paulist 
Press, 114 pages, $21.95. 
Reviewer: Janet Moyle.

An arresting title, isn’t it? 
How many books, I wonder, have 
been written which explore the 
nuances in Jesus’ exemplar on 
how to pray?

Most of these involve the 
usual line-by-line biblical and 
spiritual exegesis (interpretation). 
In this little book, Jose Tolentino 
Mendonca offers more.

Mendonca is a poet, priest and professor at 
the Faculty of  Theology of  the Catholic 
University of Lisbon. His graceful prose is 
enhanced by the sensitive English translation 
by Mary John Ronayne OP.

In the prologue to his engaging book, he 
begins by quoting the opening lines to a song by 
Jacques Prevert, “Our Father who art in heaven. 
Stay there, and we’ll stay on earth.” Mendonca 
asks, “Where is God?  And where are we?” He 
says that, mysteriously, it is the earth which 
separates us or brings us close to God.

What makes this book such an engrossing 
read is the originality of the author’s images. 
Consider, for example, these phrases.

“We pray because we are a 
prayer.”  “God is greater than 
the heavens.” “God’s will cannot 
be done without us.” “Ask for 
hunger for those who have 
bread.” “All lives are bread.”

The author references many 
sources in his commentary; St 
Augustine, Thomas Merton, 
Simone Weil, Cervantes and 
Ernest Hemingway are some of 
the writers and thinkers who 
have influenced him. His funda-
mental reference is the Bible.

Jesus, he writes, produces a 
paradigm for Christian prayer.  

Ultimately the Our Father asks the Father to 
be the Father. The One we address proves to be 
the object of our petition.

Mendonca points out that the first two 
words are Our Father and the last one is evil. 

Where evil is concerned there are many 
things we do not have an explanation for, he 
writes, but do we have any answers to the ques-
tion of good? 

Paradoxically the experience of evil points us 
towards gratuitous love. We recognise this truth 
in the Cross and the Resurrection of Christ.

This compelling book is highly recom-
mended for private and group meditation.

Compelling look at Our Father Hope and Help for Living with 
Illness by Karen Zielinski.  
Franciscan Media, 116 pages, 
$19.95. Reviewer:  Janet Moyle.

Illness is an integral compo-
nent of human existence. The 
challenge is to make sense of 
suffering and to retain some  
balance and hope.

Karen Zielinski has done it 
all in spades. She is a Franciscan 
sister who has lived with multi-
ple sclerosis since 1975. Her 
medical condition has not 
defined her. Rather it has refined 
her mission, to offer the sick 
compassionate care.

She makes the sobering obser-
vation that health problems touch 
all our lives. Everyone will be a 
patient one day. Perhaps harder is 
being a care-giver and advocate 
of a loved one who is ill. Then 
there are many uncertainties and 
unsettling decisions to be made.  

Zielinski knows and names them 
all. There are no platitudes here.

The book lists practical ways 
to help those who have chronic 
conditions; gives loving advice to 
care-givers; talks about the chal-
lenges of mental illness; expands 
on the comfort of prayer and 
embracing our losses.

There are reflection ques-
tions  and an appropriate prayer.

Of its type this is the most 
useful book I have read. The 
author sums it up thus, “ We are 
invited to strive for holiness and 
health amid the broken circum-
stances of our lives”. Highly rec-
ommended.

Carry On In Faith by Thomas P. Leiker. 
Ligouri, 2013, 105 pages, $16.95.  
Reviewer: Janet Moyle.

The opening sentence of the preface asks, 
“Another book about the passion?” and then 
“What makes this one any different from the 
others?” I had been wondering the same, but 
soon became immersed in the author’s choices 
and style of story-telling.

Thomas Leiker is an experienced catechist, 
liturgist, musician, RCIA co-ordinator and 
teacher in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. That’s 
quite a CV which more than qualifies him to 
write about the passion of Jesus Christ.

Leiker points out the slight differences in 
the writing and theological emphasis of the 
four evangelists. While remaining true to these 
accounts and without conflating the gospels, 
he has produced a coherent narrative which 
enhances our imaginative meditation and takes 
us back to those times. In covering the last 
days of the Lord’s life, he also writes about the 
people Jesus encountered briefly or knew well. 
I found the most fascinating of these was 

Judas Iscariot. Have you ever wondered, as I 
have, what drove him to betray Jesus when he 
did? Leiker tells us that Judas was a Maccabean, 
a zealot who for a time belonged to an extrem-
ist group likely to have been led by Barabbas. 
Judas dreamed about the fall of Roman rule 
and his own role in bringing it about.

Judas had heard, via Annas, a relative, that 
there would be honour in bringing in Jesus, 
this enemy of Rome and Israel. Judas figured 
that he would be recognised for his efforts to 
bring Jesus to justice and, as the Messiah 
would never permit himself  to be killed, Jesus 
would rise up and lead the Jews in overthrow-
ing the Romans. 

When he approached the Jewish authorities 
there was no mention of money. Thirty pieces 
of silver was the market price of a slave. It was 
equal to the reward paid for turning someone 
in. To have refused it would have branded Judas 
a liar, likely to stand trial also. Judas’ expecta-
tions were dashed and his protestations ignored 
as he was excluded from the inevitable process 
set in train by the Sanhedrin. This little book 
has earned its place in a niche market. I liked it.

What drove Judas on path of betrayal?

Everyone will
be a patient
one day...
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Family Operated since 1963

Ralph Taylor Real Estate
Pty Ltd (lic. Agent)

6258 8922
Florey Shops

FOR SALE
HOLT $309,000
Well located 2nd (top) floor 2 bedroom ensuite apartment. 
Open plan living area that opens to a balcony. 1 undercroft 
car space with a storage cage. In Kippax precinct with 
restaurants, parkland, Clubs, transport & not to far the 
Belconnen Mall. EER 4.5

SCULLIN $378,000
Well located 2-storey 4 bedroom townhouse. Sunny living 
area with reverse cycle air conditioner. Family room (or 
dining room). Walls & ceilings repainted. Single garage 
plus a carport. Rear courtyard with shade sail. EER3 

WANTED URGENTLY  
FOR SALE OR RENTAL
Quality homes in Belconnen suburbs to 

satisfy consistent enquiry.
Darryl Taylor: Mobile 0409 625 194

Do you get the Archdiocese’s weekly enews bulletin?  
Subscribe today by  going to www.cg.catholic.org.au – It’s free.  

The e-news is  published each Tuesday.

To Let - Coast 
BEAUTIFUL BROULEE - Year round. Great 

family holiday home - sleeps up to 10 - 100m to 
beach and shops. Contact Melinda or Joyce, tel-
ephone 4471 6444, quote this ad and “Carey 
House” for a 10% discount off  normal rates 
(excludes Christmas and Easter Holidays). 

BROULEE - 2-bedroom beach cottage, fully 
equipped.  Expansive coastal and sea views and 
short stroll to beaches.  See “Beach Cottage” in 
www.brouleebeachhouse.com or telephone 0417 
193 736. 

BROULEE - Spectacular views near beach, 
6-bedroom 3-bathroom house newly renovated. 
Telephone 6257 1222 www.brouleebeachhouse.
com. 

CURRARONG, JERVIS BAY - Fantastic 
house with 6 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and rum-
pus. Sleeping 14 it’s ideal for 2 families to share. 
Stylishly redecorated mid 2010. 800m to beach. 
www.currarongbeachhouse.com.au. 

TUROSS HEAD - “Ella May Holiday Flats”. 
Renovated 2br, walk to beach. Fully equipped. 
Avail all year $400-$900 per week, weekends 
available. Telephone 0414 597 619 or 6278 5271. 

To Let - Queensland 
NOOSA - Holiday Unit. A 2-bedroom fsc town-

house by the Noosa River and cafes. Well appointed 
with air-con, HD/TV, DVD, VCR and linen. Heated 
pool/spa, BBQ and tennis. Book with owners and 
save. For brochure, telephone (07) 3289 7178. 

Holidays 
CONSIDER Elm Grove Mountain Retreat as 

a destination for a self  directed retreat or relaxing 
affordable holiday. Log on to www.elmgrove-
mountainretreat.com.au or telephone 6947 5888 
for further details.

Building Design
COMPLETE Building Services Since 1993. 

New Homes – Duplex – Townhouses. Extensions 
and All Documentations. For Authority Approval. 
Free Quote – Flat Rate. Construction Services is 
available.  Maher William, Mobile 0403 306 352, 
E-Mail cre8ived@tpg.com.au.

For Sale
GARDEN manure for sale $6 a bag free deliv-

ery in the Canberra area. Phone Mark on 0427 
053 988 or 6386 4845. 

For Sale or Repair
KENWOOD Chef  food mixer $100, micro-

wave from $50. Warranty for 6 months. Free 
quote - repairs & parts. Will trade-in or buy 
Kenwood machines & parts also microwave and 
appliances. Telephone John, 6166 5512 anytime.

Public Notice
PADRE Pio’s Mitten (blood stained glove) 

will be available for veneration during the Healing 
Mass at St Benedict’s Church, Narrabundah on 
Friday, 12 September. Enquiries, telephone 
0262865679.

Self-help Group
  FREE massage, hair cut, transport, odd jobs 

etc. as exchange or barter. Require Hairdresser,  
Mechanic, Handyman etc. to assist Pensioners, 
low income etc. Join a parish friendship group - 
weekly activities, bus trips etc. Private - discreet. 
Telephone John  0403 050 960 anytime.

Services
HANDY MAN and painting contractor. Small 

jobs specialist, services from: Minor carpentry, 
plastering, tiling, fence repairs, painting, roofing, 
plumber and much more. All Canberra area, 10 
per cent discount on pensioners. Free quotes. No 
job too big or too small. Luis Flores, telephone 
0404 605 687 or 6140 1317.

Tuition
SINGING - If  you can talk you can sing. 

Lessons make singing easier. Experienced teach-
er. Varied styles: classical, sacred, musicals and 
popular. Telephone Rosemary 6297 2974 or 0414 
228 618.

ADMINASSIST
DIRECT

Is your bookwork holding your business back? 
WE CAN ASSIST

Your Business Administration Partner
• Bookkeeping and Small Business Administration 
• Accounts Payable and Receivable
• Payroll, Superannuation and PAYG
• Bank and Credit Card Reconciliations
• B A S and I A S Preparation and Lodgement 
• Taxable Payments Reporting 
• MYOB set-up implementation and training

Mob 0407 637 217  PH 02 6286 4546
www.adminassistdirect.com

Email: denis@adminassistdirect.com
Intercity Pty Ltd ABN 64 065 992 832 

Registered BAS Agent No. 93508009 PO Box 952, Mawson ACT 2607

Catholic Voice Classifieds 
cost $10 for the first 30  
words, and 50c for each 

additional word.

Payment by cheque, 
credit card or direct debit.

Deadline is always  
15th of the month.

Contact us at:  
GPO Box 3089 
Canberra 2601,  

or e-mail:  
ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

AUSTRALIAN  
CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE

Executive Secretary,  
Bishops Commission for Pastoral Life
A vacancy exists in the Secretariat for Pastoral Life for an 
Executive Secretary, who will provide executive support to 
the Bishops Commission for Pastoral Life and its councils. 
The Commission addresses nationally issues related to the 
participation of all the faithful, with a focus on the areas 
of asylum seekers, disability, family, marriage, migrants, 
prisoners, and refugees, the marginalised and pro-life 
initiatives.

Applicants should have a tertiary qualification or equivalent 
experience in a relevant discipline and be demonstrably 
committed to the mission of the Catholic Church.

For a copy of the position description and confidential 
inquiries, contact the General Secretary of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, Fr Brian Lucas, T: 02 6201 
9845, F: 02 6247 6083 or E: gensec@catholic.org.au.

Those interested must send an application, addressing 
the key accountabilities and the knowledge, skills and 
experience of the position, and including the names of three 
referees, to GPO Box 368 CANBERRA ACT 2601 or gensec@
catholic.org.au, to arrive no later than 11 August 2014.

Finance Officer, General Secretariat
A vacancy exists in the General Secretariat for a Finance 
Officer, who will be involved in all aspects of the financial 
administration of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference.

Applicants should have a tertiary qualification or equivalent 
experience in a relevant discipline.

For a copy of the position description and confidential 
inquiries, contact the Business Manager of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, Mr Glenn Mowbray, T: 02 6201 
9855, F: 02 6247 6083 or E: busman@catholic.org.au.

Those interested must send an application, addressing the 
key accountabilities and the knowledge, skills and experience 
of the position, and including the names of three referees, 
to GPO Box 368 CANBERRA ACT 2601 or busman@catholic.
org.au, to arrive no later than 11 August 2014.
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ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRA-
MENT – St Benedict’s, Narrabundah, Monday 
8am-10pm, Tuesday noon-10pm, 
Wednesday and Thursday 1pm-10pm and 
Friday 7am- Saturday 8am.

AMICUS – Support & friendship/ social 
group for widowed, separated or divorced 
Catholics regular activities on second and 
fourth weekends. New members welcome. 
Inquiries: Len, telephone 6299 6606; Pat 
6292 1631, Enid 6296 5592.

CENTERING PRAYER RETREAT – 4pm, 
Tuesday, 4 November to after lunch Thurs day, 
6 November, St Clement’s Monastery, Galong. 
With DVDs by Trappist monk Thomas Keating. 
Facilitator Sr Lorr aine Cupitt RSM. Cost $240, 
shared bathroom. Registration and inquiries, 
email info@stclement.com.au or telephone 
6380 5222.

CHURCH CENTENARY – Sunday, 21 
September, St Patrick’s Church, Binalong. 
Mass 11am, then lunch 12.30pm. Old pho-
tographs or material send to jackie@ieu.
asn.au.

GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER GROUP – 
Meets Wednesdays 7pm-9.30pm, parish 
room, St Peter Chanel’s Church, Yarralumla, 
ACT.  Rosary, charismatic praise and wor-
ship, teachings, testimonies, prayer ministry, 
intercession and fellowship.  Inquiries: 
Susanna, telephone 0419 902 293, Neda 
0415 266 019, Gabriel 0432 082 642

GREGORIAN CHANT RETREAT – 19-21 
September, Carmelite Retreat Centre, 
Varroville, NSW. Practical event for partici-
pants to learn to sing chants for two Masses, 
the Night Office, sung Angelus and chants in 
honour of the Holy Cross. Inquiries: Telephone 
8795 3400.

HESYCHIA SCHOOL OF SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTION – 5-17 October, St Clement’s 
Retreat and Conference Centre, Galong. 
Redemptorists Fr Thomas Santa and Fr Paul 
Coury from Arizona, return to conduct work-

shop on the Hesychia School focusing on the 
ancient art of Christian spiritual direction. An 
ecumenical and inter-faith program. Inquiries, 
bookings: Sue Rolfe, retreat co-ordinator 
info@stclement.com.au or Fr Bill Goldman 
CSsR, telephone 6380 5222.

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRANCISCAN 
FRATERNITY – Third Friday of month, 
7.30pm, St John Vianney’s, Waramanga. 
Secular Franciscans try to follow Christ in the 
footsteps of St Francis. Inquiries: Tony, tele-
phone 0407 072 139, Frank 0400 793 260, 
email sfo@fastmail.fm. 

ICON PAINTING WORKSHOP – 
Thursday, 11 September, to Sunday, 14 
September, St Clement’s Retreat and 
Conference Centre, Galong. Experience of 
spirituality and painting with master teacher 
Prof Patrick Staikov Bernard, who learned his 
craft in Russia. Inquiries: info@stclement.
com.au or sue.orchison@gmail.com

MASS FOR MOTHERS – Healing Mass, 
5.30pm, Friday, 23 August, St Benedict’s 
Church, Narrabundah. Pray for mothers living 
and dead.

MEDITATION ON JESUS – In style of Fr 
Gilbert Carlo, meets Thursdays 7.30pm, St 
Thomas the Apostle, Kambah. Inquiries: 
Trish Jarzynski, telephone 6231 8468.

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY MARRIED – 
a mentoring program for newly married cou-
ples; just married or soon to be married? 
Contact Catharina and Graham and Debbie 
and Brian, telephone 6231 3389 or 0414 878 
167, email: mnm@grapevine.com.au. 

MOVIE NIGHT - HOME in Queanbeyan’s 
5th annual fundraiser, Friday, 5 September, at 
The Q featuring The Soloist, starring Jamie 
Foxx and Robert Downey Jr. Also, address 
by gold medallist swimmer Petria Thomas 
and author of Swimming Against The Tide, an 
autobiography of her career and experiences 
with depression and injuries. Tickets: www.

theq.net.au or The Q Box Office, telephone 
6285 6290. 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP – Meets 
second Friday of the month after 5.30 pm 
healing Mass, parish centre St Benedict’s 
Church, Narrabundah. Inquiries: Maria, tele-
phone 6286 5679.

PILGRIMAGE TO SHRINE OF OUR 
LADY OF MERCY – Saturday, 13 Sept em ber, 
for Fatima Day, Pauline Fathers Mona stery, 
Penrose Park, near Berrima. Bookings from 
Canberra and Goulburn: Judy and Joe 
Mewburn, telephone 6254 6202. 

POPE FRANCIS – A day at St Clement’s 
Monastery, Galong, Saturday, 9 August, on 
Pope Francis, The Franciscan Tradition and 
the Challenges of Relativism with a 
Postmodern Culture. Speakers Dr Peter 
Vardy, British academic, philosopher, theolo-
gian and author, Dr Paul Rout OFM who 
lectures in Franciscan spirituality and philoso-
phy of religion, and South Woden parish Fr 
Richard Thompson. Inquiries: Wendy Rowe, 
telephone 6227 4191 or email wendy.rowe@
bigpond.com 

SERRA CLUB OF CANBERRA - Ros-
ary and Mass at Holy Trinity Church, 
Curtin, 6.10pm, Thursday 14 August, fol-
lowed by dinn  er at The Southern Cross 
Club, Woden. Inquiries: John Malycha, tel-
ephone 6251 2912.

SPRING FASHION PARADE - Calvary 
Hospital Auxiliary, 7.30pm, Saturday, 30 
August, The Southern Cross Club, Phillip. 
$60 a head or $500 for pre-booked table of 
10. Tickets from Daphne Ashley telephone 
0407 835 846 or Tony Steer 6259 9676.

Written entries are invited for the 
September issue to: Catholic Voice, GPO 
Box 3089, Canberra ACT 2601, or e-mail 
ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au by Friday, 15 
August. Entries which are accepted for this 
section are free, courtesy of sponsorship by 
the Catholic Development Fund.

Sponsored by Catholic Development Fund  Ph: 6201 9870  Email: cdf@cg.catholic.org.au

Coming   EventsComing   Events
features Advertisement

God bless,
Deacon Joe 
Blackwell

The Rheinberger 
Centre, P O Box 
7174, Yarralumla 

2600. asst.mis-
sions@cg.catholic.

org.au.
Tel: 6163 4321.

Each year there 
are celebrations of 
milestones in minis-
try: celebrations of 
ordination, profes-
sion and of being a 
catechist. Many have 
continued their ser-
vice into their retire-
ment.

Their long ser-
vice has enhanced 
our faith communi-
ties.. July saw emeri-
tus Arch bishop 
Fran cis Carroll and 
Fr Neville Drink-
water, Parish Priest 
of Charnwood, cele-
brate their 60th anni-
versaries of ordina-
tion. All these mile-
stones speak of ser-
vice and ministry 
involving extensive 
formation, training 
and ongoing educa-
tion.

This has been 
true of many who 
have come from 
overseas and are 
serving in our local 
Church of Canberra 
and Goulburn. Such 
formation and good 
leadership, though 
essential, is a huge 
burden and con-
straint for mission-
ary dioceses and 
their communities.

Catholic Miss-
ion, through our 
society of St Peter 
the Apostle, seeks to 
assist these commu-
nities meet the costs 
of formation for stu-
dents to priesthood, 
religious life and as 
catechists. Don at-
ions that ass ist oth-
ers to meet such 
costs enable the 
fruits of so many 
prayers for vocations 
to be nurtured to 
fruition and Christ’s 
mission to flourish. 

To support this 
work, please send 
donations to the 
add  ress below or 
contact us.

Shared stories
Every Tuesday afternoon, students with refu-

gee and migrant backgrounds from St Francis 
Xavier College and St John the Apostle Primary 
in Florey meet in the primary school’s library.

They have afternoon tea together and then 
they knuckle down to work. The younger stu-
dents read to the older ones for 15 minutes. 
Then they work on numeracy and literacy 
activities while the secondary students tackle 
assignments or homework.

Rebecca Jefferys from St John’s and Leilah 
Ayton from St Francis Xavier say it is all in the 
name of, among other things, grooming the 
children’s literacy and numeracy skills and 
their self-esteem as learners, as well as provid-
ing opportunities for the older students to 
mentor the younger ones.

The students are also working on a project 
to record their families’ stories. These will be 
collated into a book celebrating their history 
and the gifts they have brought to Australia.

Go west
Fancy a tour of duty in the far west? The 

Diocese of Broome in Western Australia is 
looking for volunteers to help with the work of 
the Church in Aboriginal missions. 

If  you can lend a hand with anything from 
administrative tasks, building maintenance 
and gardening to staffing the shop, cooking 
and cleaning for six months or more, volunteer 
coordinator Anneliese Rohr would love to 
hear from you on (08) 9192 1060 or volun-
teers@broomediocese.org or PO Box 76, 
Broome, WA, 6725.

Growing up
“Wow, I love that I’m now an adult of the 

Church.” 
That was the response of one of the 36 chil-

dren confirmed by Archbishop Christopher 
Prowse at St Christopher’s Cathedral in Manuka.

The children (pictured above) are among 
many around the Archdiocese to be confirmed 
in recent and coming months.

While preparing for their confirmation, the 
children from St Bede’s and St Christopher’s 
school of religion also pulled together a car 
boot full of blankets, beanies, sleeping bags 
and winter clothes to donate to the St Vincent 
de Paul Society’s Winter Appeal. 

Deeds for dads
Before Mother’s Day this year, Emma 

O’Brien, daughter of archdiocesan clergy care 

coordinator Carmel Gibbons, sent out a plea 
for donations of “luxury” items, such as cos-
metics and pamper products, to be distributed 
through Karinya House to pregnant women 
and young mums in crisis.

She was so “overwhelmed and humbled” by 
the response, resulting in gifts for more than 60 
women, that she has enthusiastically launched 
into her original plan to extend the kindness, in 
time for Father’s Day, to dads in crisis.

The idea is to gather gift vouchers or money 
for vouchers (for anything from restaurants to 
shops to movies), or gifts for Father’s Day, to be 
distributed through CanFaCS, which supports 
sole-father families at risk of homelessness.

Ms O’Brien will be collecting, from anywhere 
in Canberra, until Wednesday 27 August and 
would love to hear from people on 0418 640 760 
or dej.obrien@yahoo.com.au. She has signed off  
her request with “I promise not to ask for any-
thing else for a loooong time”, but we don’t think 
people will mind hearing from her again.

Virtually there
It was a case of the new media meeting the 

new evangelisation when Archbishop Christ-
opher Prowse launched a book by Hobart’s 
Archbishop Julian Porteous via Skype from 
Canberra. Archbishop Prowse was virtually at 
the launch at St Mary’s Cathedral Centre in 
Hobart, congratulating his “brother Bishop 
Julian” on production of New Evangelisation: 
Pastoral Strategy for the Church at the 
Beginning of the Third Millennium and look-
ing forward to his next instalment.

From near and far
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young voices

Hannah Fernandez 
performs her original 
composition during 
the Lumen’s Got 
Talent final on the 
last day of term.

We invite schools from around the Archdiocese to submit 
photos to our Young Voices page. Photos should be 1mb  

or more in size and the children in them should be  
identified where possible. Images of students’ artwork  

are also welcome. Send your contributions to: 
cathcomm@cg.catholic.org.au. 

No more than 20mb per email please  
– you can send a series of emails.

St Patrick’s, Bega
ABOVE: Kinder students Emma Keller, Payton Alcock,  

Ruby Hoskins and Jeremy Kull smile for Jesus.

St Matthew’s,
Page

FAR LEFT: Year 3 
chook monitors 
Preston Watkins and 
Mya McGlynn.
ABOVE: Sophie 
Gould (left) and  
Alexis Stanuga write 
intentions for the 
Prayer Wall.
LEFT AND BELOW: 
Artworks by Georgia 
Ryman and Vaiuku 
Latukefu from year 3.

Lumen Christi,
Pambula Beach

LEFT AND BELOW: Lili Elton 
prepares to be “swallowed”  

by a ferocious dinosaur  
during a performance of  

ERTH’s Dinosaur Petting Zoo, 
while Amarlia Schwager  

feeds a friendly one. 

ABOVE: Ashleigh 
Loughhead and 
Arthur McGlynn, 
from year 1, with  
the Making Jesus 
Real box. 
LEFT: (from left) 
Zoe McCarthy,  
Max Berry, Daniela 
Munoz, Raechel 
McKinnon, from 
year 3, at the Chief 
Minister’s Reading 
Challenge Wall.


