Pastoral Letter

ON MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE
Embrace with Joy Marriage and Family Life
My Dear Brothers and Sisters, at this time of Easter and following our Archdiocesan
Assembly which took place on the 20-21st March 2015, I am pleased to share with you this
Pastoral Letter on the Joy of the Gospel in Marriage and Family Life. I encourage you to

Where is Jesus today in our
family life?

QUESTIONS
Think back to your life as a young child.
• Recall a joyful moment.
• How did you deal with challenging situations?

Marriage –
does it have a future?

Some challenges to marriage
and family life today
1. Moral and philosophical thinking

One passenger shouts out: “Stop, you fool!
What are you doing? Stop right now?”
But the man replies: “What I am doing is
none of your business. Whatever I am doing
I am doing it in my own spot which I paid
for. So mind your own business!”
Everyone with one voice shouted back:
boat will sink and we will perish!”

2. Family communication relationships
QUESTIONS
• Do we ever speak about the positive aspects of
our marriage to those around us – our fellow
married couples or single young people?
• Are we more likely to refer jokingly to
the problems of marriage but seldom
refer to the joys?

QUESTIONS
• Did you and your spouse-to-be discuss having
children before you were married? Was it a
subject put into the too-hard basket?
• Name two joys and two challenges your
children have brought to your relationship?
• What is your attitude to couples with many
children or no children?

3. Medical issues

QUESTIONS
• Do you ever talk to your children about Jesus?
• Do your children’s friends know that you are
Catholics?
• In what non-threatening ways do you seek to
present Jesus to them?
• Is this the role of parents or should it be tackled
elsewhere?

4. The transmission of christian
faith

The beauty of marriage and
family – humanity’s greatest
treasure

I

• Do we know the views of our children on these
matters?
• Do we encourage mentoring and support
for newly-marrieds or do we feel it is not our
business to suggest it?

Encountering Jesus in marriage
and family life today

The Holy Family – the dwelling
place of all families

QUESTIONS
• How do we help our children today to see
marriage as an enduring and life-giving bond
between a man and a woman?

Let us pray:
Heavenly Father,
Your Son, Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour, was
born in the midst of our complex world as a
humble and defenceless little child.
May we too become humble and totally
dependent on you as your Holy Spirit leads us
now on this journey of faith.
We have so many issues to place before you
from our marriages and families.
Bless us all with your healing mercy.
May your Holy Spirit lead us, O Lord, gently on
the path of true love and community.
We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord,
AMEN.

Archbishop Christopher Prowse
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn
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