
INDEPENDENT REVIEW

A review into the process leading to the decision by the Archdiocese of  Canberra and Goulburn 
to place a priest with sustained findings of  inappropriate behaviour into Lanigan House.

Terms of  Reference
The independent review of  the decision by the Archdiocese of  Canberra and Goulburn (the 
Archdiocese) to place a priest with sustained findings of  inappropriate behavior into Lanigan House will 
prepare findings and recommendations on the process underpinning this decision.

The review will examine all aspects of  the decision making process resulting in the relocation of  this 
priest to Lanigan House, including but not limited to:

 •  The basis of  the original decision, including all individuals involved.

 •  The documentary evidence including the use and suitability of  the risk assessment tools used in  
 this case.

 •  Consultation with key stakeholders including, but are not limited to, the Archbishop, Vicar   
 General, Institute of  Professional Standards and Safeguarding, Manager Clergy Support,   
 Financial Administrator, Chancellor, Consultors,  Catholic Education, the Principal, Executive  
 and School Council of  Saints Peter and Paul Primary School, ACT Education Directorate and  
 Malkara School

 •  Key legislation relied upon regarding this decision.

The review will also examine the response by the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation once 
knowledge of  this priest’s residence became public, including but not limited to the decision to remove 
this priest as well as the management and handling of  media and community enquiries. 

The Chancellor of  the Archdiocese will be the main point of  contact and oversee the progress of  this 
review. He will provide logistics support to the review as required. 

The reviewer will have full access to all material for examination. Archdiocesan agencies will co-operate 
fully with the review and provide any requested assistance.

The methodology for conducting this review will be determined in consultation with the reviewer.

Recommendations
The findings and recommendations of  the review will be forwarded to the Archbishop by the end of  
May 2017.

The Archbishop will make a considered response by the end of  June 2017. The review report and the 
response will be made publically available.
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